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This section of the Flyer is in response to the many 
comments, questions and suggestions that Daedalian 
HQ receives. Please continue to send input via email 
to communications@daedalians.org.
 

Just got my Daedalus Flyer - great work with the new 
format.

Maj. Gen. Silas R. Johnson, USAF (Ret)

I received the Summer 2019 issue of the Daedalus 
Flyer today and was completely blown away. Please 
review your copy as soon as possible! The quality is 
unbelievable. It puts tears in your eyes and pride in 
your heart. If I were younger and possessed weightier 
journalistic credentials,  I would push for a Pulitzer 
Prize nomination, in the Distinguished Commentary 
category.

Maj. Roger N. Anderson, USAF (Ret)
(in an email to his son/grandsons)

I really enjoyed the [VT-29B/C-131] article in the Fall 
2019 issue. In 1971, I was a new UPT grad assigned 
to TAC flying a VT-29B at Myrtle Beach AFB, SC. 
We flew the lieutenant colonels in the rated supplement 
program. We were part of the TAC Coronet Express 
between TAC bases. My first landing was very smooth, 
but the second one was supposed to be a full stop. After 
flying the T-38, I instinctively tried to aero brake, not 
my best option. It jumped back airborne with low air 
speed and both radials at idle! Major Leggate saved us 
with great skill and cunning. I flew about a year and 
was given the opportunity to switch to AT-/T-33. I was 
still with Support Flight ops so when the major left, I 
was a lieutenant in charge of Support Flight Ops flying 
lieutenant colonels while running the VT-29B flight 
ops program. I was assigned to the O-2 and departed 
in Nov 72. Within a year, the new support flight ops 
landed her gear up; end of her career.

Mr. Raymond Thomas, Jr.

The Fall 2019 Daedalus Flyer is excellent.  It’s vibrant 
and alive.  I like everything about it – the layout, the 
pictures, the stories, the human interest pieces, the 
history, the book reviews, the info, etc., etc., etc. Well 
done!

Col. Wayne Mudge, USAF (Ret)

[online donation comment] Please use this donation 
where you see most needed. We are forever grateful 
for the opportunity the Daedalians gave our son, Logan 
Nadeau. Thank you to Dave Noones - the pilot who 

Staff Mailbox

taught our son to fly. Thank you to all for giving Logan 
this scholarship!

Norman and Tracy Nadeau

We asked members how they heard of the Daedalians 
and/or what they want to get out of the organization. 
Below are just a few of the comments:

[I] received 2004 Outstanding Pilot Daedalian Award.  
Attend meetings at local base I command.  Closer ties 
with our historical aviation roots.

Col. Michaell Drowley, USAF

Long-time Daedalian member & friend. I hope to pay 
back, in service, what I owe to this great nation.

Maj. Robert Jones, USAF (Ret)

Attending son’s UPT graduation Class 19-21 at 
Columbus AFB, Mississippi on 16 August 2019.

LTC Thomas Kelley III, USA (Ret)

Always heard of you but now that I’m retired I have 
the time to attend. 

Col. Michael Hart, USAF (Ret)

I learned about the Daedalians from Air Force friends. 
I look forward to being around other military pilots/
aircrew.

Maj. Jim Dees, USAF (Ret)

Became aware of organization while reading the 
Afterburner newsletter. I hope to help inspire young 
men and women to become active pilots as a career. 
Flew C-141 for six years active duty another seven 
years active reserve. Worked 10 years as Air Force 
Academy Liaison Officer to retire with 23 total years. 
Flew for American Airlines for 33 years and retired 
flying the B-777 International.

Lt. Col. John Cordova Jr., USAFR (Ret)

Friend who belongs to NH Flight 53. Military aviation 
fellowship; contribute to the next generation of military 
pilots. 

Capt. Donald Davidson, USAF (Ret)

Heard about you through other members. Joining for 
heritage, camaraderie importance of air power.

Lt. Col. Cody Burroughs, USAF

Brother a member; want to get in touch with some of 
my former flyer folks.

Col. William Bobbitt, USAF (Ret)
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To have a reunion published in the Flyer, send all applicable 
details including POC name and phone number to 

communications@daedalians.org no later than two quarters 
ahead of the event.

The Daedalian Store
The Daedalian Store can be found on our website at: daedalians.org by selecting Store in the top menu. 
A variety of items are available from both the national headquarters and several Daedalian flights. Flights 
interested in selling items on this page are asked to email their request to communications@daedalians.org. 
All proceeds from the sale of items in the Daedalian Store are used to support our programs.

 AETC Archives
HQ AETC is collecting pilot training albums and 
class yearbooks to augment the AETC archives.

Mail copies to:
HQ AETC/HO
Lahm Center

100 H St. East, Ste. 1
JBSA-Randolph, TX 78150-4397

Direct questions to: aetcho.inbox@us.af.mil

Reunions

Store

Mailing Labels: $15
Personalized address labels with the Daedalian 
logo. Matte white 3 by 0.625 inches. Two sheets 
with 32 labels per sheet. Include what you want 
labels to say in comments section on order form.

Tote Bag: $23
Green and black canvas with embroidered 
Daedalians logo. Large front pocket. Two mesh 
pockets on sides. Adjustable straps. Zippered. 
17 in L x 15 in W.

12 TFW Reunion
Dayton, Ohio 
6-9 May 2020

Includes: 12 TFW Macdill AFB; Cam Ranh AB & 
Phu Cat AB (Vietnam); 12 FEW/SFW Bergstrom 

AFB (Korea) and all supporting units
POC: E. J. Sherwood, 12 TFW Association

EJ12TFW@cox.net
480-396-4681

Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame Induction
Epps Aviation

Atlanta, Georgia 
18 April 2020

Inductees: Daedalians Capt. James Hoogerwerf, 
USAF (Ret), and Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret)

USAF UPT Class 67-G Reunion
(Willie: Good Grief Warlock, Boomer and Schatzi) 

Jacksonville, Florida
21-23 January 2020
POC: Jimmy Brown

jimab@comcast.net / 904-635-9531

Paid Advertisement

Paid Advertisement
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National 
Commander

Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe III, USAF (Ret)
National Commander

Volabamus    Volamus

Greetings Fellow Daedalians!

Membership...an ever-increasing challenge! 
By the time you read this article, our headquarters 
will have launched an aggressive full blast project 
called NEW MEMBER NOVEMBER, aimed at 
letting more military aviators and the American 
public know who we are and what we do to inspire 
young Americans to pursue careers in military 
aviation. The first test market is San Antonio and 
a number of flights have asked to be involved 
from the outset. We will continue this initiative to 
expand awareness and membership and include all 
flights.

Like so many nonprofit organizations, we 
have an aging membership with several hundred 
“flying west” each year. That, combined with the 
reticence of young aviators to join like-minded 
organizations and some who choose not to renew 
their membership, results in a continually declining 
membership base that ultimately affects the funds 
we are able to raise to support the great programs 
we have implemented. 

Our quest is to never reach the day that we must decide to reduce the nearly $150,000 in scholarships we 
award each year, the 1,500 Junior ROTC medals we present to outstanding high school cadets, the 35 to 45 
young aspiring military aviators we teach to fly each year and experience the thrill of flight, the dozen or so 
prestigious national awards we present to appreciative outstanding organizations and individual performers 
from all the military services, the countless awards we present to distinguished graduates in the categories 
Daedalians represent and the mentoring we do for so many young Americans about future opportunities. Our 
flights are involved in all these activities and more to touch firsthand the future military aviators of our country.  

Beyond our rich heritage dating back to WWI when the first military aviators took to the air in the defense of 
freedom and the camaraderie of like-minded men and women gathering together, our many programs are what 
make us unique. Our niche may be relatively small in the scheme of the big picture, but it is very meaningful 
and a great source of pride. 

Membership is a tough nut to crack, but we will, as the premier fraternal organization of military aviators 
with a mission that continues...you can be an active part of it by helping spread awareness and reaching out to 
others to share in what we do to make a difference.
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Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director

Volabamus    Volamus

Executive 
Director

I am proud of you. Impactful words you want to hear when you are satisfied with something you have done, 
but probably not something you expect to read in a magazine. For those who read this, it means different things: 
careers, children, or perhaps a meaningful life with people you love. Each of us has something we are internally 
proud of doing. But why would you hear it from the executive director of the Daedalians? In my almost 16 
years with the Daedalians (my anniversary is Dec. 17) in every conversation I had with a Daedalian, I was 
proud to be associated and talking with a member. 

I have learned so much about others’ sacrifices and the trust each of you has for each other. I have seen the 
organization grow to mentor and support so many young people and I am humbled by your care, dedication 
and hard work. It is amazing how your stories have impacted my daily life and inspired the direction of this 
office. I truly need, enjoy and want to continue hearing about what you are doing for Daedalians and what you 
have done for our nation. Our volunteers give time generously through the JROTC medal presentations in high 
schools to the long hours put in by our flight leaders. I am proud to be in your lives and honored to be associated 
with all we accomplish for the lives of so many young people.

Recently I met the commander and the director of operations of one of the Air Force Recruiting Service 
detachments. I could not help myself from sharing the Daedalian story, almost like I was talking about a great 
Christmas gift. Yes, they were impressed; Daedalians have accomplished a great many things. Our location on 
an active military installation is something to brag about. Our presentation of awards within the military training 
squadrons and our involvement with other nonprofits who educate students are also a major part of the fabric of 
who we are. 

Since 1959, over $2 million in scholarships have been awarded. Since I started working at the Daedalian 
headquarters, over 260 students soloed in our Daedalian Flying Training Program and over 25,000 JROTC 
medals have been given out to high school students. Great deeds done by great Daedalian aviators. I have 
shared the Daedalian story at the post office when I see someone in uniform wearing wings. I have shared the 
Daedalian story at San Antonio nonprofit events, and each time I renew an interest that was waning or sparked 
an interest that is new. I hope all of you can feel that kind of pride when you talk about your membership in the 
Daedalians.

Many of you read about or heard our call for the membership drive during November. We are trying a 
sponsorship on Texas Public Radio and stories in local media. As I write this I have no results to post yet, but I 
do have future plans for marketing. In January, we will make a big social media push to those who may not have 
ever heard of the Daedalians. We will let new people know what we do and why we do it. We will share it with 
our friends, with our area retirees and with anyone with wings in an effort to let people know who Daedalians 
are because the work we do is important to the future generations.

I believe in you, I am proud of you and I trust that 
your holidays will be enriched by your giving spirit. I 
wish each of you a very happy season of health, wealth 
and happiness. 

             Daedalian Foundation   7



Retired Capt. Gary Rose and wife, Margaret, pose for a photo before the Medal of Honor ceremony in Washington, D.C., Oct. 23, 2017. Rose was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for actions during Operation Tailwind in Southeastern Laos during the Vietnam War, Sept. 11-14, 1970. Then-Sgt. Rose 

was assigned to the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) at the time of the action. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Tammy Nooner)

Special Section

During my 30 years in the Air Force, I had two assignments in the Pentagon when I was cleared for a number of classified 
programs which were above the top secret level: in the 1970s when I was a military assistant to the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense and in the 1980s when I was the Director of Plans on the Air Staff. During those years I was concerned that the 
great work that was being done by many fine professionals was not being properly recognized. Secrecy was paramount. 

 The following is the story of a dramatic combat operation where public recognition was finally attained. Thank goodness. 

There is a lovely saying, first expressed by Elbert Hubbard in 1914, “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade.” 
I prefer a longer phrase, “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade, set up a lemonade stand and bring joy to your 
neighborhood by giving free lemonade to all the kids.”

Once in a while extremely good results emerge after something very bad occurs. What follows is an event which started 
out poorly but, over time, resulted in seven positive results.

On 6 June 1998, CNN made a major error. It was a foul up that was so bad that the founder of CNN, Ted Turner, called 
it the biggest mistake of his life. Two CNN reporters. April Oliver and Jack Smith, produced a special titled, “The Valley 
of Death.” This TV special, which was narrated by Peter Arnett, examined a highly classified 1970 military operation, 
“Operation Tailwind.” This four-day intelligence gathering operation took place deep behind enemy lines in the nation of 
Laos.

The “Valley of Death” TV special accused our soldiers and airmen of war crimes including dropping lethal nerve gas 
(sarin gas) and massacring large numbers of civilians.

I was so outraged by this dishonest television special that on 13 June 1998, I resigned from my position as CNN’s military 
analyst. I told the CEO of CNN, Tom Johnson, that I would never work for CNN again. On 14 June 1998 I went public and 
explained the reasons I decided to leave a network which I had served since Operation DESERT STORM in 1991. 

Operation Tailwind was conducted by an Army Special Forces unit. Sixteen highly trained U.S. Army soldiers led the 
operation. These soldiers were accompanied by 110 allied troops (Montagnard tribesmen from South Vietnam). 

From the moment that these troops were inserted they came under heavy fire. Throughout the operation there were many 
aviators who provided support. They flew Air Force A-1 Skyraiders, C-130 Spectre gunships, OV-10 and O-2 Forward 

The Tailwind Story
and its Aftermath

By: Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret)
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Retired Capt. Gary Rose and wife, Margaret, pose for a photo before the Medal of Honor ceremony in Washington, D.C., Oct. 23, 2017. Rose was 
awarded the Medal of Honor for actions during Operation Tailwind in Southeastern Laos during the Vietnam War, Sept. 11-14, 1970. Then-Sgt. Rose 

was assigned to the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) at the time of the action. (U.S. Army photo by Spc. Tammy Nooner)

Special Section

Air Controllers as well as Marine CH-53 helicopters and 
Marine Cobra gunships. 

Operating under very low ceilings, Skyraider pilots 
Captains Tom Stump, Don Feld and Art Bishop, delivered a 
wide range of ordnance (including tear gas) in close support 
of the beleaguered soldiers. On the third day of the battle, 
the rescue mission of Marine helicopters had to be called off 
when one of the choppers was shot down. 

By the fourth day of the battle, the situation on the 
ground had become desperate. The first flight of Skyraiders 
had to abort because of the weather. Tom Stump, the leader 
of the second flight of Skyraiders, managed to get below 
the low ceilings. On his first pass, he realized that all of the 
soldiers needed to be rescued. The original plan of rescuing 
just the wounded had to be abandoned. Don Feld and Art 
Bishop delivered CS tear gas. To make sure the tear gas 
was effective they had to fly straight and level -- 50 feet 
above the ground. They had to make two passes to insure 
the enemy forces that were moving in on our troops were 
hit hard by the gas. 

On this last day of the battle, Marine helicopters rescued 
the embattled soldiers. Operation Tailwind was successful 
both in the intelligence information collected and in the 
“extraction under fire” operation. More than 200 pounds 
of enemy documents were recovered. This was one of the 
greatest treasure troves of intelligence uncovered during the 
entire Vietnam War. 

All 16 of the American soldiers were wounded but 
every American survived. More than 60 of the Montagnard 
soldiers were wounded. Three were killed. 

Thanks to the persistence of officials in the Pentagon 
and of many retired veterans, CNN’s outrageous “Valley of 
Death” special led to a number of positive events. 

1. The Department of Defense declassified this operation 
and proved that CNN’s charges were wrong in every aspect.

 2. Under great pressure from the Special Forces 
community of the Army and the Special Operations 
community of the Air Force, the leadership of CNN brought 
an independent team to analyze CNN’s “Valley of Death” 
report. Headed by noted first amendment attorney, Floyd 
Abrams, this team produced a report that was devastating in 
its criticism of both CNN and Time Magazine. 

3. Within two weeks, CNN fired the two reporters who 
produced this special. 

4. CNN produced an on-air retraction (very unusual in 
the TV world). CNN aired this retraction on a number of 
occasions. 

5. In 2001, at a moving ceremony at Fort Bragg, the 
Special Forces Unit (MACV-SOG) was awarded the 
Presidential Unit Citation. This is the highest combat award 
which a military organization can receive. In attendance 
at this ceremony were many of the soldiers who fought so 
valiantly in Operation Tailwind. Also in attendance was 
retired Army MG Jack Singlaub, the commander of MACV-
SOG at the time of Tailwind.

6. A few years later, retired Army LTC Gene McCarley 
was inducted into the Infantry Officer Candidate School 
Hall of Fame. McCarley was the ground commander 
throughout Operation Tailwind. He had worked harder than 
any other person to get the heroism of his soldiers properly 
recognized. Operation Tailwind was just one of many 
combat operations where McCarley provided leadership to 
Special Forces soldiers during his 31 months in Vietnam. 

7. On 23 October 2017 President Trump awarded the 
Medal of Honor to Capt. Mike Rose, USA (Ret), the only 
medic involved in Operation Tailwind. In 1971, then-SGT 
Rose had been awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. 
Forty-seven years after Operation Tailwind, Rose’s DSC 
was upgraded to the Medal of Honor.

The Medal of Honor citation reads: 
Sergeant Gary M. Rose distinguished himself by acts of 

gallantry and intrepidity while serving as a Special Forces 
Medic with a company-sized exploitation force, Special 
Operations Augmentation, Command and Control Central, 
5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, 
Republic of Vietnam. Between 11 and 14 September 1970, 
Sergeant Rose’s company was continuously engaged by a 
well-armed and numerically superior hostile force deep in 
enemy-controlled territory. Enemy B-40 rockets and mortar 
rounds rained down while the adversary sprayed the area 
with small arms and machine gun fire, wounding many and 
forcing everyone to seek cover. Sergeant Rose, braving the 
hail of bullets, sprinted fifty meters to a wounded soldier’s 
side. He then used his own body to protect the casualty from 
further injury while treating his wounds. After stabilizing 
the casualty, Sergeant Rose carried him through the bullet-
ridden combat zone to protective cover. As the enemy 
accelerated the attack, Sergeant Rose continuously exposed 

Capt. Eugene C. McCarley (center), commander of B-company, and 
other members of Sgt. Gary M. Rose’s unit after Operation Tailwind, 

Sept. 14, 1970. (Photo courtesy of Gary M. Rose)
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Special Section

himself to intense fire as he fearlessly moved from 
casualty to casualty, administering life-saving aid. 
A B-40 rocket impacted just meters from Sergeant 
Rose, knocking him from his feet and injuring 
his head, hand, and foot. Ignoring his wounds, 
Sergeant Rose struggled to his feet and continued to 
render aid to the other injured soldiers. During an 
attempted medevac, Sergeant Rose again exposed 
himself to enemy fire as he attempted to hoist 
wounded personnel up to the hovering helicopter, 
which was unable to land due to unsuitable 
terrain. The medevac mission was aborted due 
to intense enemy fire and the helicopter crashed 
a few miles away due to the enemy fire sustained 
during the attempted extraction. Over the next two 
days, Sergeant Rose continued to expose himself to 
enemy fire in order to treat the wounded, estimated 
to be half of the company’s personnel. On September 14, 
during the company’s eventual helicopter extraction, the 
enemy launched a full-scale offensive. Sergeant Rose, after 
loading wounded personnel on the first set of extraction 
helicopters, returned to the outer perimeter under enemy 
fire, carrying friendly casualties and moving wounded 
personnel to more secure positions until they could be 
evacuated. He then returned to the perimeter to help repel 
the enemy until the final extraction helicopter arrived. As 
the final helicopter was loaded, the enemy began to overrun 
the company’s position, and the helicopter’s Marine door 
gunner was shot in the neck. Sergeant Rose instantly 
administered critical medical treatment onboard the 
helicopter, saving the Marine’s life. The helicopter carrying 

Sergeant Rose crashed several hundred meters from the 
extraction point, further injuring Sergeant Rose and the 
personnel on board. Despite his numerous wounds from the 
past three days, Sergeant Rose continued to pull and carry 
unconscious and wounded personnel out of the burning 
wreckage and continued to administer aid to the wounded 
until another extraction helicopter arrived. Sergeant Rose’s 
extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond 
the call of duty were critical to saving numerous lives over 
that four-day time period. His actions are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of military service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, the 1st Special Forces, and the United 
States Army.

At the upcoming Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame 
dinner, I plan to tell the Tailwind story. I will emphasize the 
creativity and cooperation of Air Force and Marine pilots 
who, on the fly, saved more than 100 soldiers who had been 
fighting continuously for more than four days. If there was 
a more successful “extraction under fire” episode during the 
10-year Vietnam War, I have not been able to find it. 

I have invited Mike Rose, Tom Stump, and a number 
of others who participated in Operation Tailwind to be my 
guests at the dinner. I expect that they will get a standing 
ovation after I tell their story.

Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret.), flew 180 combat 
missions over North Vietnam and Laos with the Triple 
Nickel Squadron. He is the co-author of Rules and Tools 
for Leaders and Assignment Pentagon. Both books are 
in their 4th editions. He will be inducted into the Georgia 
Aviation Hall of Fame in April 2020. This event is open to 
the public (www.gaaviationhalloffame.com).

U.S. Army Sgt. Gary M. Rose is helped from a helicopter landing area after 
Operation Tailwind, 1970. (Photo courtesy of Ted Wicorek)

Acting Secretary of the Army Ryan McCarthy presents a citation to 
retired Capt. Gary Rose during the Hall of Heroes Induction Ceremony 
at the Pentagon, in Arlington, Va., Oct. 24, 2017. Rose was awarded the 
Medal of Honor Oct. 23, 2017, for actions during Operation Tailwind in 
Southeastern Laos during the Vietnam War, Sept. 11-14, 1970. Then-Sgt. 

Rose was assigned to the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne) at the time 
of action. (U.S. Army photo by John Martinez)
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2LT Seth Banaszak, USAF 
1st Lt. Grady Bell, USMC

CPT John Bergin, USA
Col. William Bobbitt, USAF (Ret)
Col. Andrew Breuder, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Cody Burroughs, USAF

Mr. James Clement
Capt. Michael Colom, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. John Cordova Jr., USAFR (Ret)
Capt. Thomas Daley, USAF

Capt. Donald Davidson, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Jim Dees, USAF (Ret)
Maj. John Dennis, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Walter Donovan, ANG (Ret)
Lt. Col. Rene Dreiling, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Robert Feldman, USAF (Ret)
Col. Michael Hart, USAF (Ret)

Col. David Hofstadter, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Leslie Johnston, USAF

Col. Michael Keefe, USAF (Ret)
LTC Thomas Kelley III, USA (Ret)

LTJG Vladimir Lazarev-Stanishchev, USN 
Col. Edward Lopez, USAF

Maj. Lance Maki, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Christopher Mehlhaff, USAF
Mr. John Mozena

Lt. Col. Athur Oken, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Thomas Patton, USN (Ret)

Mr. Olegario Ramon
Col. David Schall, USAF (Ret) 

CDR Kerry Shanaghan, USN (Ret)
Lt. Col. Terrence Welty, USAF
Col. Travis Willis, USAF (Ret)
Col. Paul Zavislak, USAF (Ret)

New Daedalians
Congratulations to the following Daedalians who joined between Sept. 1 and Oct. 15, 2019.

Membership

Welcome
F

R
O

M

 H E A D Q U A R T
E

R
SN E W S

A N D
I N F O R M A T I O N

BigGive2020 is just around the 
corner. The Daedalian Foundation 
will participate in this 24-hour 
giving campaign on March 26, 
2020. Your contributions help us 
accomplish our mission. One of our 
focus areas is helping students such 
as those in the photo below from 
103rd Flight achieve their dream of 
flying. Mark your calendar now to 
join in this fundraising event.

VOTE TODAY
You should have received your 
ballot in the mail to vote for the 

2020 Board of Directors. You can 
also vote online at 

daedalians.org/vote/. The polls 
are open until Feb. 10, 2020. 

MOVING?
Don’t forget to update your 

address with us. We get several 
Flyers returned due to members 

moving and the forwarding order 
expired. Help us keep you on the 
subscription list. Send an email to 
communications@daedalians.org 

or call 210-945-2111.
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LEGACY

For the Daedalians and similar veteran-
centric organizations, volunteerism is the fuel 
that makes them go; call it “JP-V.”  And Mile 
High Flight 18’s Col. Dale Boggie, USAF (Ret), 
has established such an extraordinary standard 
for volunteerism within his flight and the larger 
Daedalian fraternity it may never be matched. 

At the end of 2019 Boggie (pronounced 
“Bogey”) will stand down after more than 36 
years in key leadership positions for Denver’s 
Flight 18 -- one landmark year as flight captain 
plus 35 more as provost marshal/publicity 
chairman extraordinaire -- and tireless service to 
the Order. His professionally crafted Daedalus 
Flyer Flightline articles about Flight 18 are 
legendary.        

His landmark year as flight captain came in 1977 as he neared the end of a 28-year military flying career that 
included, among many other things:

• Accruing 315 hours in combat and 4,300 total flight hours in 26 different aircraft;
• Ejecting from a burning F-86H at 40,000 feet just before it blew up, free-

falling 26,000 feet while waiting for his chute to deploy (a long-standing 
record), then being dragged some 30 excruciatingly painful yards through 
Cholla cactus before being able to spill his chute by sitting on it. Later he 
would say the cactus drag and subsequent treatment at the hospital were the 
worst parts of his incredible ordeal;                 

• Piloting an Air Force U-3 Bluebird Cessna 310 from LAX to NAS Miramar 
with the aviation legend MG Benjamin Foulois, the nation’s first military pilot, 
flying as his copilot in the right seat;    

• Doubling in flying scenes for Robert Wagner, Robert Mitchum’s costar in 
the 1958 Korean War film “The Hunters”;       

• On his last F-4E combat mission in June 1972, striking a North Vietnamese SAM site with one of the first 
laser guided bombs;

• Safely recovering a C-130 and saving 25 lives 
after losing two engines at night over the South China 
Sea and a third over the jungles of the Philippines prior 
to a successful landing in stormy zero-zero monsoon 
conditions with only #1 still running;

• Serving as producer/director at the USAF Film 
Studio in Hollywood, working there with numerous 

Volunteerism Personified
Col. Dale Boggie, USAF (Ret), 

exemplifies the true meaning of 

service to others.

By: CAPT Ger “Spud” Spaulding, USN (Ret)
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LEGACY

Front: Aircraft of L’Escadrille

(top) SPAD VII (Socitete Pour Aviation et des 
Derives): This SPAD VII, marked as NACA 10, flew 
at Langley from September 1922 until February 1925.

Clyde Balsley, center, stands next to his Nieuport 11 
(nickname bébé). With his personal marking of a white 
star, it was camouflaged with standard brown and green 
upper surface and natural under surface. It was capable 
of flying 97 miles per hour. Armament was one fixed 
forward firing Lewis machine gun mounted in the top 
wing to fire over the propeller. (Photo courtesy of Fort 
Sam Houston Museum)

About the covers
Back: Daedalus Flyer through the years

The Daedalus Flyer turned 60 this year. The official 
publication of the Daedalians has had many editors and 
gone through several style changes over the decades. 
The first publication, seen in the center of the photo, 
was released in August 1959 and announced the new 
Daedalian National Commander, Maj. Gen. Warren R. 
Carter. The editor of that issue was Maj. William C. 
McMullen, USAFR. You can find every issue of the 
Daedalus Flyer in our library at the headquarters.

well-known actors and actresses, Jimmy Stewart among 
them;

• Progressing through all ranks except master sergeant 
from “slick-sleeve” private to “bird” colonel and from aircraft 
mechanic to command pilot;  

• Serving as a flight, squadron and group commander, 
deputy base commander and air staff officer in the Pentagon;

• Founding and leading Excel Services, Inc., providing 
A/V services to government clients;

• Along with his devoted wife Sharon, raising two lovely 
daughters and seeing them go on to highly successful 
professional careers.

While a busy group commander responsible for the 
photographic training of a 600-strong pipeline of Air Force, 
Army, Marine and Coast Guard students at the Lowry 
AFB Technical Training Center in Denver, his boss, the 
commanding general of the Center, persuaded him to “volunteer” to take on the additional duties of flight captain, 
Daedalian Mile High Flight 18, which at that time convened its monthly luncheons at the Lowry O’Club. 

“And, oh by the way, the flight captain you’ll be relieving (due to his impending transfer) has already volunteered 
Flight 18 to host the next National Convention in Denver -- and his offer has been accepted by National. Good 
luck, colonel, and carry on!”

The convention that Dale and his incredibly resilient wife 
Sharon hosted in 1977 was a huge success. It would prove to be 
the first of 32 consecutive Daedalian National Conventions he 
would attend representing Flight 18, typically traveling to the 
convention sites in the Boggies’ trusty motor home. Over the 
years, they owned five of those, sharing driving duties while 
exploring all 48 contiguous states and much of Canada.

At 89, Boggie may be slowing down a bit, but he has not 
stopped volunteering. Not only does he participate in and 
chronicle long rides on horseback with the “Hole in the Wall 
Gang” in Wyoming and the Rim-to-River and Sombrero Riders 
in Utah and Arizona, he also serves as a director emeritus of the 
Roundup Riders of the Rockies. 

Dale Boggie: patriot, F-86 Sabre pilot, Daedalian, 
good friend. Still volunteering and ridin’ tall in the saddle.                               
Volabamus, Volamus!                                                        
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A good friend, John McNabb, 
loaned me this book. He said it 
was a great read, and he was right! 
“Chickenhawk” is author Robert 
Mason’s personal story of his 
experiences during the Vietnam War, 
while flying as a warrant officer pilot 
on UH-1 Huey helicopters in the mid-
1960s. He covers his more than 1,000 
combat missions while with the 101st 
and 82nd Airborne Divisions during a 
very active period of the war.

Interspersed throughout the 
constant shuttling of “grunts” 
(soldiers) into and out of very hot 
landing zones, and bringing supplies 
in and wounded/dead soldiers out 
of those same LZs, the author’s 
stories reveal an extremely talented 
pilot, who amazes with some of the 
situations he gets into and out of.

The stories are told well, and 
with a good touch of humor. If you 
want to know what it was like flying 
helicopters in Vietnam with the Army, 
this is it. The author also covers his 
post-Vietnam problems with PTSD.

If you like this book, which covers 
helicopter operations by the 101st 
and 82nd Divisions, you will also like 
another Vietnam Helicopter story, 
“Dead Men Flying”, by MoH awardee 
MG Patrick Brady, USA (Ret), who 
writes extremely well about the “Dust 
Off” or MedEvac mission. Both books 
cover flying, tactics, and having to 
improvise when the tactics don’t 
always work well. 

Chickenhawk
By: Robert Mason

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret) Putting this book together must 
have been a major undertaking. It 
is the story of the Rustic FACs who 
did the majority of the Forward Air 
Control work during the top secret air 
war in Cambodia. 

The Rustics flew the OV-10 in 
Cambodia from 1970 to 1973 from 
bases in South Vietnam and Thailand. 
They got support from the O-2 for 
night work. 

The book is a compilation of the 
history of the war and politics in 
Cambodia (which is not as familiar 
to most people as the larger efforts in 
North and South Vietnam), augmented 
with a lot of “there I was…” stories 
told by the pilots, interpreters, back 
seaters, maintenance and ground 
support personnel, Cambodian 
military, and persons from the 
American Embassy in Phnom Penh.

These stories are well-told 
and leave the reader with a good 
understanding of what happened in 
Cambodia at the time. The last part 
of the book covers what happens in 
Cambodia after the USAF leaves, up 
through the 2011 timeframe, when 
the second edition was printed. It also 
lists all who flew as Rustics and a very 
interesting story of one of the OV-10s. 

There is a lot going on in this book, 
and, despite its large size, it is hard to 
find a good spot to stop reading for the 
night. The book is coffee table size. 
If you think you have no more space 
for this book on your table, well, then, 
just buy a larger one to hold it. You 
will be glad you did.

The Rustics
A Top Secret Air War in Cambodia

Editor: Claude G. Newland, James W. 
Reese, and Fellow Rustics

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

Book Reviews

Whooee – this is a great read! 
Daedalian Life Member Lt. Col Pat 
Sweeney, USAF (Ret), sent me this 
book, and I am glad he did; it was 
hard to put down until I finished it.

Billed as a novel, to protect the 
guilty and/or heroic parties involved, 
Pat says 90 percent of the stories are 
true or were broken up for ease of 
telling the story. They are about the 
Nail FACs of the 23rd TASS flying the 
Cessna O-2A in Laos, primarily over 
the Ho Chi Minh Trail and mostly at 
night during 1967 and 1968. During 
this time Tactical Force Alpha (TFA) 
was trying to introduce “trail sniffer” 
technology into the area, as they 
thought they would be able to improve 
finding/killing NVA trucks moving 
down the trail. TFA also thought 
they could do better than the FACs, 
which resulted in them being at odds 
with each other throughout the book 
(spoiler note: the FACs win). 

The stories are well-told as the 
Nails use self-help to become better 
FACs, put in air strikes, run search and 
rescue operations, hunt for trucks, deal 
with crashes and shoot downs, and 
survive R & R escapades. You will 
also read about some legendary bar 
tales; it’s all there. At the end of most 
chapters, the authors add a “historical 
note” which lets the reader know this 
is not a B.S. story. Sierra Hotel, Nails, 
you guys did a great job!

Nails 67-68
By: Lt. Col. Pat Sweeney, USAF (Ret) and 

Lt. Col. Jerry Dwyer, USAF (Ret) with
Ned Helm

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
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Book Reviews

This book is very aptly subtitled 
“Bloody Skies Over Germany” and 
author Ian Hawkins does an excellent 
job of detailing one of the most brutal 
and destructive air battles ever fought 
by the 8th Air Force. It happened over 
the German town of Münster, 10 Oct 
1943. 

The author tells the story through 
the words of more than 200 Army 
Air Force and German Luftwaffe 
aircrew and maintainers involved in 
the mission, as well as the English 
and German civilian viewpoints. The 
story is told in chronological order, 
from training and preparing for the 
mission, execution of the mission, and 
the aftermath. 

In the latter, struggling to get back 
to England, bailouts/crashes, escape 
and evading, and being captured and 
interred as a POW give the reader a 
total picture that makes the book a 
hard one to put down. It also will give 
you a lot of respect for the courageous 
aircrews that had to fly this mass 
daylight bombing mission. 

One thing that still has not left my 
mind is that in one 25-minute period, 
30 Allied bombers (300 aircrew 
members) and 26 German fighters 
went down – and this was just one 
raid. Terrific book! 

The Münster Raid
By: Ian Hawkins

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

Our Daedalian HQ Communication 
Manager, Annette Crawford, sent me 
an email, asking if I would review 
a Founder Member’s book. I said I 
would be glad to, then found out there 
was a catch: the book is only available 
online. I can now say I have read my 
first “e-book.” I did not like reading a 
book by computer -- it is not as much 
fun as holding a book in your hands, 
but the story was terrific! 

Author and Founder Member #135 
Col. Harvey W. Prosser wrote about 
his aviation career, and it reads like 
a “Who’s Who” of aviation. Here 
are a few teasers: In Aug 1917, he 
soloed a Curtis JN-4 with four hours 
of flight time; and at 14 hours, he was 
made an instructor pilot. His stories 
are humorous, and I got the feeling 
the early fliers had little respect for 
rules and did a lot of socializing. By 
my count, he personally wrecked/
damaged 14 aircraft. 

Harvey was a member of the 
Quiet Birdmen and in 1936 joined 
Daedalians. I will mention a few of 
the people that pop up in his stories:  
Chennault, Doolittle, Wheeler, 
Andrews, Lackland, Lahm, Maxwell, 
Arnold, March, MacArthur, Holbrook, 
Eisenhower, Roosevelt, Douglas, 
Twining, George and Halsey. 

Do you want to read this book? 
Yes, you do. To find it, Google 
“Harvey Prosser, My Service Life”, 
then click “s88204154.onlinehome.
us”. BINGO, you are there. Enjoy!

My Service Life
By: Col. Harvey W. Prosser, USAF (Ret)
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

While this was not my favorite 
aviation book, it did fill a void in 
my knowledge of aircraft built as 
dedicated night fighters. I think it is 
the evolution of the nightfighter that is 
most interesting. In that light, author 
Ken Delve does a commendable 
job of explaining and detailing the 
development and use of aircraft 
designed to solve the night air warfare 
problem.

First developed in WWI, the 
nightfighter was more deadly to its 
pilot than to the enemy, as air forces 
struggled to fly, intercept, and fight 
at night. I suspect landing accidents 
claimed more aircraft than were shot 
down, but it was a start. 

WWII was where the nightfighter 
came into its own, as both dedicated 
and ad hoc aircraft were used in 
conjunction with something called 
radar (both on the ground and, later, 
in the aircraft) to find and shoot the 
enemy. The author covered Allied 
and Axis Air Forces’ efforts at 
night fighting. Some of the aircraft 
modifications and tactics were very 
clever, and, as WWII continued, 
became more and more efficient. 
Night fighting in the Korean War was 
also covered. 

The demise of the nightfighter was 
the development of the all-weather 
fighter interceptor. Anyone want to 
guess at the last fighter built to fly 
only at night? You will have to read 
the book.

Nightfighter
By: Ken Delve

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
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Special Section

Miraculous Survival or Hoax
By: John Lowery

The Air Force T-33A jet-trainer disappeared over the Sierra Nevada mountains, with the injured and starving 
lieutenant/pilot surviving freezing temperatures for 54 days; but ….

It was a weekend proficiency flight in an Air Force T-33A jet trainer to build flying experience for 23-year-old 1st 
Lt. David A. Steeves – an Air Force flight instructor from Craig AFB, Alabama. It was May 9, 1957 and Lieutenant 
Steeves was returning home from a weekend flight to Hamilton AFB, located just outside San Francisco, California. 
His flight home was taking him over the rugged backcountry wilderness of King’s Canyon National Park, located 
in California’s Sierra Nevada Mountains. He later told investigators and reporters that “something blew up in the 
airplane, with dense smoke filling the cockpit,” which he said forced him to eject.

He landed in the mountains in freezing temperatures at around the 12,000-foot level, badly injuring both ankles. 
Then, dressed in a summer-weight flying suit and flight jacket and using his parachute canopy for additional 
warmth, for the next 15 days he crawled and limped through the snow down the rugged terrain along the Middle 
Fork of King’s River.

With nothing to eat for two 
weeks and nearing starvation, 
he managed to reach Simpson 
Meadow where he found a 
National Park Service ranger’s 
cabin. Fortunately, it was 
stocked with beans and canned 
ham, along with two fish hooks 
and line for catching fish in the 
river. Then he managed to kill a 
deer using the .32 caliber pistol 
he carried strapped in a holster 
on one of his leather boots. 
Thanks to the canned goods, fish and deer meat he was able to regain some of his strength. 

Finally, 54 days after his ejection Lieutenant Steeves was found near Granite Basin by a group of campers 
on horse-back, and they brought him out of the mountains. Meanwhile, after a decent interval the Air Force had 
declared him dead and paid his death benefits and life insurance policy to his wife; and she had moved back to her 
home in Trumbull, Connecticut.

 Still, Air Force investigators were unable to find any wreckage of Steeves’ T-33A. Yet that was true of several 
jet fighters of the era that went missing in the rugged western mountains. The wreckage could easily have been 
swallowed-up by the river or marshy lakes in the region. Because of cold war tensions there was even some press 
speculation that Steeves had sold the (old technology) jet trainer to the Russians, and delivered it to them in Mexico.

After his return, the news media was so enthused by his story that Steeves became a media sensation, quickly 
appearing as guest on Art Linkletter’s “House Party.” There was also talk of a movie and Henry Holt was considering 
a book about his adventure. Then he signed a contract with The Saturday Evening Post for a reported $10,000, 
giving them exclusive rights for a series about his survival. 

1st Lt. David Steeves disappeared while flying the Lockheed-Martin T-33A Shooting Star. (Photo: aviation-history.com)
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Special Section

Lieutenant Steeves reportedly liked the 
Hollywood persona he had acquired. He was 
handsome, smoked a pipe or cigars and drove a 
sports car. In essence he had become the “Top Gun 
Tom Cruise” of the late 1950s. 

Later that summer when the snow had melted 
a Post writer accompanied Steeves into the Sierra 
Nevada to the area he had reportedly trekked. But 
he was unable to identify his trail. Consequently, 
citing several inconsistencies in Steeves story 
the magazine and Henry Holt canceled their 
agreement. But he later received some restitution 
in a breach of contract lawsuit. 

Unable to find any trace of the aircraft the Air 
Force Accident Board found three possible causes, 
the number one finding being that “Lt. Steeves 
perpetuated a disappearance and ejected from 
a normally functioning aircraft.” The other two 
possibilities were listed as, “That an explosive 
decompression occurred, filling the cockpit with 
vapor, and as a result the pilot believing that the 
explosive decompression was an explosion and 
that the vapor was smoke, panicked and ejected.” 
The board’s third finding was, “That a combustion 
explosion did occur and disabled the aircraft.” 

Subsequently he was denied promotion to 
captain and his marriage fell apart. Thus, he 
resigned from the service and settled in Fresno, California. There he began life as a commercial pilot, reportedly 
flying skydivers and rebuilding antique airplanes. Unfortunately, he was killed at Boise, Idaho, on Oct. 16, 1965, 
on a sales demonstration to a client of a newly re-built V-77, Stinson Reliant. The NTSB reported the “probable 
cause” as “… the aircraft was destroyed during the landing approach because Steeves delayed initiating a go-around 
and the aircraft collided with a dirt bank.” It was destroyed by fire after impact and unfortunately Steeves had 
neglected to fasten his seat belt. 

Then, in 1978, roughly 13 years after Steeves’ death, park rangers in King’s Canyon reported that some Boy 
Scouts on a hiking trip in Dusty Basin had found the cockpit canopy of a T-33A, in a shallow alpine lake, with a 
serial number matching Steeves aircraft. Yet, as with many jet fighters in the mountainous west the main aircraft 
wreckage was never found.  This leaves the story with the ending unfinished. Did he perpetuate a hoax; or was 
he the victim of both investigative prejudice and the unusual anonymity so typical of aircraft that crash in the 
mountainous west?

Lieutenant Steeves survived nearly two months in the freezing mountainous 
wilderness before being found by a group of campers. 

Survivors aren’t always the strongest; sometimes they’re the smartest, but more 
often simply the luckiest. 

– Carrie Ryan
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This article was originally published in the March 1973 issue of the Daedalus Flyer. Although no author’s name is printed 
with the article, it appears to be written by the Flyer editor at that time, Col. E. B. Rasmessen, USAF (Ret). Daedalian Col. 
Bill Stewart Jr., USAF (Ret), requested we reprint this gem. The pictures are different, but other than some minor edits the 
article is largely the same as originally written. The author was not identified, but the attribution paragraph at the end 
indicates it was the editor of the Flyer at that time. 

Many American aviators flew and fought in World War I; some achieved more combat victories, greater fame 
and higher honors than those in the squadron which became famous as L’EscadriIle Lafayette (N-124). But the 
Americans in that squadron, and those other Americans who served in French squadrons prior to the United 
States’ entry into the war, deserve special status in the history of American military airpower. They were the 
first Americans to fly in aerial combat; they formed the core of U.S. combat experience when American air units 
entered World War I.

In the last 50 plus years, there have been thousands of claimants to membership in the famed Escadrille. But 
there were only 43: five French officers and 38 Americans. Two of these men were to be with the squadron less 
than a month. Only one of the originals was to remain with the squad ron throughout its existence. And, at any one 
time, the squadron’s maximum strength was no more than 19 pilots. Why was the squadron formed? How did it 
get its name? Who were these Americans? What kind of men were they? This is their abbreviated story.

German troops crossed into French territory on Aug. 2, 1914. The next day, a handful of young Americans 
living in Paris called on the American ambassador. “We want to fight for France,” they said. “Is it legal?” 

They were told that any American who joined the military service of a foreign nation would lose his citizenship. 
“There is an alternative,” said the ambassador. “You can join the French Foreign Legion which will not legally put 
you in the service of a foreign power. You don’t have to swear allegiance; just obey orders!”

It took a few weeks for the bureaucratic machinery to roll but finally, on Aug. 21, 1914, 43 Ameri cans 
signed up with the Legion for the duration. Their pay was a paltry 30 cents a month. Four days later they, and a 
conglomeration of other recruits of many different nationalities, left Paris in the famous “40 and 8” railroad cars 
(40 men or eight horses). Ninety hours later, they arrived in Toulouse -- sick, hungry, thirsty, dirty; some already 
dead. On Sept. 30, only partially trained but uniformed and equipped, they left for the front with experienced 
legionnaires from Africa.

The Escadrille Lafayette in July 1917. Standing, left to right are Soubiron, Doolittle, Campbell, Persons, Bridgman, Dugan, MacMonagle, Lowell, 
Willis, Jones, Peterson and de Maison-Rouge (French Deputy Commander). Seated, left to right are Hill, Masson with “Soda,” Thaw, Thenault (the 

French Commander), Lufbery with “Whiskey,” Johnson, Bigelow and Rockwell. (U.S. Air Force photo)

L’Escadrille
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L’Escadrille

One of the Americans was 21-year-old William 
Thaw, the son of a Pittsburgh millionaire. He was 
already a pilot, with an established reputation as a 
daredevil who had made headlines in the New York 
press by flying under the bridges crossing the East 
River. Thaw came to France in the spring of 1914 with 
his own aircraft, a Curtiss pusher, which he flew in 
the Schneider cup race. When war was declared, he 
volunteered his services as a pilot. France said “No” so 
he joined the Legion, trusting that somehow he would 
obtain a transfer into aviation.

After a stint in the front lines, Thaw’s battalion was 
sent to the rear for a rest. By chance, Thaw learned of 
a French airfield some 30 km away. He hurried over 
there with two other Americans, Bert Hall and James 
Bach, to find a pre-war French friend Lt. Felix Brocard. 
Brocard did the impossible by obtaining a transfer of 
the three to French aviation. Thus, Thaw, Hall and 
Bach became the first Ameri cans to fly under French 
colors -- unexpectedly and without the knowledge of 
top authority. It was the end of December 1914.

Meanwhile, on the other side of the Atlantic, there 
were other Americans eager to fly for France. One 
of them was Norman Prince, son of a wealthy New 
Englander. Norman was a lawyer (Harvard ’08), a 
polo player, a pilot, and spoke French fluently. In 
1911, at the age of 24, he learned to fly despite the 
fierce objections of his father who preferred horses to 
flying machines which the senior Prince referred to as 
“stinking chicken cages.” To preserve appearances, 
Prince achieved his pilot rating (#55 Federa tion 
Aeronautique Internationale) under an assumed name! 
Prince left the states for France on Jan. 20, 1915, with 
a dream; he would organize a purely American aero 
squadron to fight for France!

Arriving in Paris, Prince set himself up in a luxurious 
apartment and set to work trying to instill some 
enthusiasm for his project among French bureaucrats. 
He got nowhere and, since there apparently was no other 
road to flying, he also enlisted in the Legion along with 
two other Americans: Elliot C. Cowdin and Frazier 
Curtis. Two months later, Prince and Cowdin became 
pilots in a French bombardment squadron. Curtis was 
not so fortunate. He had had three consecutive crashes 
in training, was washed out and discharged from 
military service.

Despite his personal disappointment, Curtis thought 
he could promote Prince’s idea of an American 
squadron, so he returned to Paris. There, Curtis met Dr. 
Edmund Gros, one of those responsible for organizing 
the American Ambulance Corps. The two of them 
created a French/American Committee, ostensibly 
with the objective of forming an American aero 

squadron. As time went on, however, it became clear 
that Gros and Prince really had different thoughts on 
the contribution of American pilots to the war effort. 
Gros pursued an active recruiting campaign in the 
American Ambulance Service to lead as many young 
Americans as he could into French aero squadrons. 
Prince and Curtis, on the other hand, held to their belief: 
a purely American squadron! By Oct. 18, 1915, there 
were some 17 Americans in French flying schools or in 
French aero squadrons. Prince’s pro ject was stymied.

Then, at the end of 1915, Thaw, Prince and Cowdin 
went to the United States on leave. They were dressed 
in civilian clothes out of respect to U.S. neutrality, but 
they were already well known because of the many 
stories about them printed in American newspapers. 
This publicity drew the ire of the German ambassador 
who personally counseled Thaw that it would be best 
for all concerned if they stayed in the states. Thaw 
rejected the ambassa dor’s plea, and the three of them 
returned to France. 

The eight days Thaw, Prince and Cowdin spent in 
the United States bore fruit. Public opinion in America 
was stirred and France responded. The head of the 
French Air Service officially approved the organization 
of all American pilots into one unique squadron under 
French command and, on April 20, 1916, L’Escadrille 
Americaine (N-124) was born. The new squadron was 
organized at Luxeuil-les  Bains, a small picturesque 
town near the foot of the Vosges mountains. Captain 
Georges Thenault, a French officer, was designated 
Squadron CO; his assistant was Lieutenant Alfred de 
Laage. Initially, there were seven Americans: Victor 
E. Chapman, Norman Prince, James R. McConnell, 
Kiffin Y. Rock well, William Thaw, Bert Hall, and 
Elliot Cowdin. Raoul Lufbery, H. Clyde Balsley, and 
Chouteau C. Johnson arrived in May. Three more 

Maj. William Thaw, with his right arm in a cast, stands in front of a Nieuport XI. 
No date or location given. (Photo source: https://airandspace.si.edu)
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Americans, Law rence Rumsey, Dudley L. Hill and 
Didier Masson, joined the squadron in June.

The first four Americans to arrive at L’Esca drille 
Americaine were the first to lose their lives. Victor 
Chapman was killed in an aerial duel above the Verdun 
battlefield on June 23, 1916. Kiffin Rock well, who had 
won the first victory for the squadron on May 18th, fell 
in combat on Sept. 23rd. Norman Prince was fatally 
injured in October while landing at an emergency field 
at dusk on returning from a mission. James McConnell, 
the last American to die prior to the entry of the U.S. 
into the war, was shot down on March 19, 1917.

Kiffin Rockwell’s death triggered emotional 
outbursts in the press -- French, American and 
German. Handsome, brash, brave and skilled in aerial 
combat  Kiffin had scored the Escadrille’s first victory. 
To the French and Americans, he was a hero! The 
Germans disagreed; why should the United States 
favor Germany’s enemy by permitting Americans to 
fight for France? Actually, the squadron had proved 
to be much more than an effective fighting unit. It 
was a good propaganda instrument for the French. 
There wasn’t an American volunteer squadron on the 
German side! Germany’s violent reaction intensified 
to the point where the U.S. Secretary of State was 
forced to intervene. On Nov. 4, 1916, he sent a cable 
to Paris pointing out that the repeated mention of 
the “American Squadron” in the communiques put 
the then-neutral United States in an embarrassing 
position vis-a-vis Germany. Shortly thereafter, Cap-
tain Thenault informed his troops that from now on 
they constituted a squadron of volunteers; the “Amer-
ican Squadron” was no more! Needless to say, the 
new name was greeted with jeers by the pilots; they 
continued to call themselves L’Escadrille Americaine 
-- but not for long!

N-124 RENAMED L’ESCADRILLE LAFAYETTE

On Dec. 2, 1916, the French Minister of War issued 
instructions to General Joffre, Comman der-in-Chief 
of the French Army, stating that to sat isfy a request 
from the United States, the squadron of volunteers 
(N-124) would henceforth be known under the name 
L’Escadrille Lafayette. Who asked for this change in 
name? Doctor Gros of the American Ambulance Corps, 
who had influenced many young men to fly for the 
French, always said he had pro posed such a squadron 
designation. Some credit the idea to the French 
ambassador in Washington. Norman Prince, in his early 
efforts to promote an American aero squadron, referred 
to the Marquis de Lafayette in letters to the French 
Minister of War. In any event, from the first day, the 

name of Lafayette was received enthusiastically by the 
Americans. Subsequently, the Lafayette Flying Corps 
was established, which included all American aviators 
serving on the front in various French squadrons as 
well as in L’Escadrille Lafayette (N-124).

The squadron’s living conditions were not al ways 
the best; they moved often, about once per month, to 
be near the heaviest fighting on the front. But there 
were compensations. The mess, for exam ple, was 
sensational and open to all, regardless of rank. From 
captain to the junior corporal, they enjoy ed their meals 
in perfect harmony. Didier Masson initially was made 
mess officer, and somehow they secured for their chef 
a genius named Sampson who had come from the 
kitchens of New York’s Hotel Ritz. Food and drinks 
were plentiful, thanks to some ex cellent foragers 
and the William K. Vanderbilts who subsidized the 
squadron with ample funds to buy supplementary 
rations, such as eggs and other delicacies.

Lt. Raoul Lufbury stands in front of one of the aircraft flown in 
l”Escadrille. Photo taken between 1916 and 1918. (Photo source: 

https://airandspace.si.edu)
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Lufbery had his own special way of augmenting 
their fare. He was the master mushroom hunter in the 
Argonne. One day Lufbery and Bobby Soubiran went 
searching for mushrooms, each armed with a gun. It 
so happened that they were viciously attacked by a 
covey of quail. Undaunted, they defended themselves 
vigorously and massacred their assailants. That night 
the squadron’s gourmet meal was “Chinese Pigeon.” 
(Lufbery’ s personal insignia on his aircraft was the 
Chinese good luck symbol, a reverse of the German 
swastika, and painted in red.)

The squadron was equipped with the latest model 
French aircraft (Nieuports and then Spads ) -- the 
fast est aircraft with the best armament available at 
the time. The mechanics were French, dedicated and 
capable. Working closely with the pilots, they per-
formed miracles. Informality in dress and action was 
the unwritten rule. One needs only to visualize Harold 
Willis the time he got in the cockpit of his Spad dressed 
in pajamas and a sweater with a rolled collar. When 
he was kidded about his get-up, he replied that he felt 
perfectly comfortable dressed that way and besides he 
had no intention of landing in Germany. Nevertheless, 
that was something he was finally forced to do; he was 
the only pilot of L’Escadrille to be shot down and made 
prisoner. There is no record of what his flying gear was 
that day!

 The squadron’s mascots were as unusual as the men 
in it -- a pair of lion cubs named “Whiskey” and “Soda’’ 
purchased by Thaw in Paris. Whiskey, the male, arrived 
at the squadron first and quickly became a squadron 
favorite. Despite his ferocious appearance, he was a 
very docile and lovable animal. His favorite pastime 
was to wrestle with Lufbery, whom he adored. On 
those occasions when the squad ron moved, Whiskey 
oftentimes sat on the front seat of a lorry between the 
two drivers. It’s under standable that this caused no end 
of consternation in the French countryside.

Some of the Men

From the perspective of over 50 years, it seems 
to the author that what sets this squadron apart from 
others was its members. That they were volunteers, we 
know. Why they volunteered is not too clear in some 
cases. Many, perhaps most, were idealistic; others 
were simply adventurers. Some became close friends, 
and there were some misfits. One of the latter was Bert 
Hall. He told anyone who would listen that he had 
been an auto racing driver before being in charge of 
aerial reconnaissance for a Turkish sultan during the 
Balkan wars. He also claimed to have been an elephant 
hunter. Be that as it may, he definitely was a character 
and the biggest liar in the outfit. Although he was one 
of the original members, he ended up an outcast -- 
thoroughly disliked by the others. He left the squadron 
in November 1916 and flew for a short time with a 
French squadron.

From the day the squadron organized, Bill Thaw, a 
giant of a man with a fierce black mustache, was the 
acknowledged American “boss,” the liaison between 
the Americans and their French commander. He was 
the only American of officer rank for a long time, until 
Lufbery was promoted. Others served in the grade of 
“Adjudant,” “Sergent” and “Caporal.” Thaw is said 
to have been the one who suggested the squadron’s 
“Indian Head” insignia. He was the one original 
member to remain with the squadron throughout its 
service as N-124. He also became an ace, scoring five 
victories flying with the French and Americans.

Edmond Genet looked like a cherub and had never 
even shaved. But he, too, was a Legion veteran who, 
as the story went, had been disciplined by the Legion 
for not obeying its rules; a legionnaire was supposed to 
wear a beard or a mustache! Genet was the first to fall in 
combat after the U.S. entered the war. He was, of course, 
flying with L’Escadrille at the time; American air units 
had not yet entered the battle. Then there was Edward 
F. (Pop) Hinkle. He was over 40 years of age when he 
literally forced his way into aviation. Unfortunately, he 
came down with pneumonia and, after a short time at 
the front, had to be evacuated. Another member, James 
Norman Hall, served successively with the British, 
French and Americans and was wounded each time. He 
scor ed several victories and was finally shot down by 
German anti-aircraft fire and made prisoner. He later 
achieved fame as a writer. He wrote many books and 
co-authored The Lafayette Flying Corps and Mutiny on 
the Bounty with Charles Bernard Nordoff.

Raoul Lufbery, who became the squadron’s lead ing 
ace, was an enigma. Short in stature, heavily muscled 
and broad at the shoulders, he was tough, modest, 

N-124’s mascots, Whiskey (left) and Soda, play with two of the squadron 
members. (Photo source: https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/)
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absolutely fearless, outwardly unemotional and quiet, 
almost morose. He had a winning smile, but it was 
an occasion when anyone heard him laugh. Although 
he was born in France, his father was an American 
from Wallingford, Connecticut. When Raoul was old 
enough, he set out on his own. Still in his teens, he 
roamed the world, working his way in Tur key, India, 
China, Japan, and the Philippines. In 1912, he was in 
Calcutta where he met Marc Pourpe, a French pilot who 
was touring India and the Orient making exhibition 
flights in a Bleriot monoplane. Lufbery offered his 
services to Pourpe, eventually becoming his mechanic, 
and they toured together. They returned to France for 
a new airplane just as the war started. Both enlisted, 
Pourpe as an aviator and Lufbery as a mechanic. 
Within weeks, Pourpe was dead. Lufbery had a burning 
desire to avenge his friend and immediately asked for 
flying training. He was refused and, like many other 
Americans, enlisted in the Legion as a prelude to 
aviation. He arrived at L’Escadrille on May 24, 1916, 
shot down his first enemy plane on July 30th, and 
became an ace on October 12th. He was to go on to 
score many more victories. At the time he was killed, 
May 10, 1918, Lufbery had scored 17 official victories, 
the most of any American pilot. Each of these victories 
was con firmed by witnesses on the ground (a French 
require ment). He probably had at least twice as many 
more shot down behind German lines. He was a master 
of aerial techniques and a fighter. Eddie Rickenbacker 
wrote, “Everyone of us idolized Lufbery.”

Edwin C. Parsons was another whose sympathies 
were with France and who liked the idea of being 
one of the first Americans to fight in a new 
element , the air. In 1915, he got a job as an 
assistant veteri narian on a boat transporting 
horses to France. Arriving in Paris, he offered 
his services as an ambulance driver, then 
joined the Foreign Legion and finally secured 
a transfer to aviation. In an article he wrote 
some years ago, Parsons said that after his 
flight training he became a corporal and, on 
arriving at the front, the first thing he learned 
was that the life expectancy of an aviator was 
four to six weeks. That was why one had to 
have about 50 hours over the lines before 
being promoted to sergeant. It took Parsons 
eight months to get his first victory but later 
he also became an ace. When the Escadrille 
transferred to the American Air Service, he 
refused to go with it. “I started the war in the 
French Army,” he said, “and I’ll end it there.” 
At the end of the war, he had scored eight 
confirmed victories.

The sole survivor of the L’Escadrille Lafayette is 
Daedalian Founder Member Charles H. “Carl” Dolan, 
Jr., who today lives in retirement with his wife Ramona 
in Kailua, Oahu, Hawaii.* Shortly after World War I 
began, Dolan went 
to England in a cattle 
boat. His objective 
was to join the Royal 
Flying Corps, but 
instead he took a job 
as an aero inspector 
and later with the 
Sperry Gyroscope 
Company working 
as an aero engineer. 
While working for 
Sperry, Dolan met 
Thaw, Lufbery and 
other members of 
L’Escadrille in Paris. 
Carl joined the Legion 
in August 1916, 
and in May 1917 he 
became a member of 
L’Escadrille. He was 
with the squadron to 
the end and when it 
transferred to the American Air Service he went with 
it. Dolan says, “None of the pilots thought they would 
survive. There were no parachutes, but the aircraft 
came equipped with a .45. If you lost your wings or 
were on fire, you could blow your brains out.’’

This color illustration of the famous “Indian head” insignia of the Lafayette Escadrille belonged 
to Lt. Charles Dolan, Jr., an American volunteer with the Lafayette Escadrille during WWI. He 
served with the squadron until February 1918, when he and many others were transferred to the 

US Army Air Service to form the backbone of the newly formed 103rd Aero Squadron. (Photo 
source: https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/)

A young Charles Dolan enlisted in the 
French Foreign Legion before transferring 

to L’Escadrille during World War I and 
eventually the US Army Air Service. (Photo 

source: https://www.usafalibrary.com/)
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In 1921, Dolan was sent to Peking by Billy Mitchell 
to help the Chinese set up an air service. During his 
years in China, he had experiences which matched in 
excitement some of those he had with the Escadrille. 
On one occasion, he was piloting a Vickers Vimy 
on a sightseeing trip with the U.S. Secretary of the 
Navy, his aides and Chinese govern ment hosts aboard. 
Suddenly, one of his engines quit over the Great Wall 
in the Nakow mountains. The aircraft wouldn’t fly on 
one engine, but he success fully stalled the aircraft into 
a dry river bed just short of a large boulder. The impact 
drove the landing gear through the wings, but everyone 
walked away without a scratch, aud Dolan received 
another medal! It may or may not be significant, but 
Dolan says, and his contemporaries noted, that he was 
the only Escadrille pilot that didn’t have a taste for 
hard liquor. He claims, however, that he always had a 
bottle handy in his locker for those who did. Perhaps, 
more pertinent to his survival, was that Carl Dolan was 
known by his peers as an expert aircraft engi neering 
officer as well as a superb pilot. [*Charles H. Dolan II 
died on Dec. 31, 1981, in Hawaii.]

L’ESCADRILLE LAFAYETTE (N-124) 
BECOMES THE AMERICAN 103RD AERO 
PURSUIT SQDN.

L’Escadrille Lafayette was transferred to the 
American Air Service on Feb. 18, 1918, and be came 
the 103rd Aero Pursuit Squadron. It was the first, and 
for nearly two months, it was the only American Air 
Service organization on the front. Most all of its pilots, 

along with other Americans serving in French units, 
transferred to units of the American Air Service. Many 
of them were promoted immediately to captain or 
major. Major Thaw took over the 103rd and later the 
3rd Pursuit Group. Major Lufbery ended up with the 
94th Pursuit Squadron (to become famed as the “Hat-
in-the-Ring Squadron”). There, he taught tactics to the 
younger, inexperienced pilots. Among them was a man 
by the name of Rickenbacker. 

In all, 209 American pilots served in the Lafayette 
Flying Corps (including the 38 in L’Escadrille 
Lafayette). They fought in 66 pursuit and 27 observation 
and bombardment squadrons. Fifty-one of these men 
fell in action; 10 died in training accidents; six died 
from sickness and 15 were taken prisoner. A total of 
199 enemy aircraft were officially confirmed destroyed 
by these volunteer American pilots in the service of 
France.

In the beautiful park of Villeneuve L’Etaug, near 
Paris, stands an imposing monument dedicated to the 
memory of the American pilots who fought for France 
prior to their own country’s entry into World War I. 
Known as the “Memorial de l’Escadrille La fayette,” 
it honors all members of the Lafayette Flying Corps. 
The memorial is composed principally of an Arch 
of Triumph and a crypt. On the stone facades of the 
Arch are inscribed the names of those who lost their 
lives during the war. And in the tombs lie the remains 
of many of them. The monument exists today as a 
perpetual symbol of the men who wrote the initial 
pages of American combat aviation history.

In the preparation of this article your editor [Col. 
Rasmessen] is, first of all, most indebted to 
the sole survivor of L’Escadrille Lafayette, 
Carl Dolan. He alerted us to the story behind 
the Escadrille in his letters and official 
documents on the subject. Secondly, we had in 
the Daedalian library a copy of the 1966/67 
winter issue of the French aviation magazine) 
ICARE, which contained several articles on 
the Escadrille, one of them by the late Edwin 
C. Parsons. Much of the story and most of the 
photographs were made possible through the 
gracious permission of ICARE. Finally, for 
those who would like to read a more complete 
account of the circumstances, deeds and 
personalities involved, we recommend the 
book, “The Lafayette Escadrille” by Herbert 
Molloy Mason, Jr., published, in 1964, by 
Random House, NY. (Editor)

The sun sets on the Lafayette Escadrille memorial in Marnes-la-Coquette, France. The memorial 
commemorates the birthplace of American combat aviation, and serves as a symbol of the Franco-
American comradeship during World War I. (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. Benjamin Wilson)
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During the June Ft. Warren Flight 54 
monthly meeting in Cheyenne, Wyoming, 
Col. J. Dave McCracken, USAF (Ret), 
recounted his career with the Air Force. 
Dave has been a Daedalian since joining 
at Ellsworth AFB in 1976, and he joined 
Flight 54 in 1978. Holding most, if not 
all, of the flight’s offices at one time or 
another, he has personally recruited a high 
percentage of our flight members.

Many of the numbers and details 
of flying the B-47 and B-52 that Dave 
recounted are verified in the well-written 
first-person account, Jet Age Man by Lt. 
Col. Earl J. McGill, USAF (Ret).

Dave could have started with, 
“It was a dark and stormy night.” 
He did not, of course, but his career 
has been as interesting as a good 
mystery novel.

He accompanied one of his 
friends who was hot to become 
a military pilot to Parks AFB, 
California, in 1954, not knowing or 
caring much about the military. His 
friend did not pass the physical, 
but Dave did, and in March he 
was enjoying a nice train ride to 
San Antonio, Texas, to become 
an Aviation Cadet, not really 
understanding what he got himself 
into. It turned out to be a great 
opportunity for him and his life. Of 
the 453 pilot candidates who entered 
the Aviation Cadet program, class 
55-P, 253 graduated. The Korean 
War was winding down but the 
pilot pipeline was still flowing and 
the requirement for two years of 
college had been lifted. The results 
were too many cadets and the 
efforts to reduce the class size were 
evident. Lots of gigs and tours. The 
washout rate needed to be high. 
Cadets were even encouraged to 
drop out of the program, transfer to 
Lowry AFB, and be trainers for the 
first AF Academy class. There were 
no takers. Dave made it through 
pre-flight. He flew T-34s and T-28s 
at Marana AFB, Arizona, before 
transitioning to B-25s at Reese 

AFB, Texas. He earned his 
wings and commission on 
June 15, 1955. Class 55-P 
was offered an option; sign 
up for four years and go to 
“advanced training” or stay 
with the original 3-year 
commitment. Most of those 
that chose “advanced” went 
to C-119s. Dave opted for 
the 3-year plan and, along 
with the majority of the class, 
went to B-47s. Welcome to 
SAC.

He was first assigned 
to the B-47 Wing at Lake 
Charles, Louisiana, where 
he committed his first and 
only “ding” of an aircraft. 
He jettisoned the canopy on 
the ramp after his orientation 
ride. Two handles. Jettison 
the brake chute or the canopy? 
It was such a hard landing that 
the safety shield for the canopy 
handle came down and that’s the 
one that got pulled -- it worked. 
The next stop was crew training at 
McConnell AFB, Kansas. for his 
first encounter with any jet aircraft. 
He returned to Lake Charles but 
then transferred as part of five 
crews, to the brand-new Little 
Rock AFB, Arkansas, in 1956. This 
is where he really got indoctrinated 
into the ways of SAC. Legal low-
level flying; testing the “Red Ball” 
ground alert concept; no-notice 
ORIs with the IG team on final with 
an emergency; night air refueling 
with five B-47s and five KC-
97s “tobogganing” to keep from 
stalling; reflex tours (was in UK 
when JFK was killed), etc. There 
was no question that everyone 
knew the mission, their targets and 
that protecting nukes was number 
one. He spent six years there, and as 
a 25-year-old first lieutenant, was 
one of the youngest B-47 aircraft 
commanders in SAC. He flew EB-
47s out of Lockbourne AFB for 
another two years before going to 

B-52s. He was recalled from leave 
while at Lockbourne because of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis in October 
1962. 

Dave said the B-47 was a 
beautiful airplane, but challenging 
to fly. Few, especially new pilots 
with only recip engine experience, 
had a good understanding of all the 
ramifications of flying something 
with such a swept wing, fixed 
bicycle landing gear, engines that 
were slow to respond, tandem 
cockpit, airspeed control was 
critical, CG problems, erroneous 
fuel gages, etc. Details were 
important and errors in judgment 
or procedures were not easily 
forgiven. As designed, the B-47 
was an amazing aircraft but over 
time SAC kept adding weight 
which made heavyweight take-
offs, among other things, risky and 
sometimes unsuccessful. Nearly 
one quarter of all B-47 accidents 
were listed as crashed on or shortly 
after takeoff. 

Interestingly, the first B-47 
flight occurred on Dec. 17, 1947, 
exactly 44 years after the Wright 
Brothers’ first flight. The pace of 

The Heart of the Jet Age 72 Years On
By: Col. Barry J Bruns, USAF (Ret)
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innovation and development in the 
world of aviation was remarkable, 
but safety suffered as well. Boeing 
built 2,042 B-47s; 251 were lost 
to accidents with 470 fatalities. 
Between 1954 and 1965 a B-47 
crashed on an average of every 18 
days. Dave considers himself lucky 
to be a survivor and to have logged 
2,002 hours in the stratojet. 

In 1964, Dave went to Castle 
AFB, California, and checked out 
in the B-52 on his way to Columbus 
AFB, Mississippi, where he flew 
F and D models. After the B-47 
he found the B-52 to be a much 
more forgiving aircraft to master, 
and especially appreciated the 
landing gear which, while still a 
bicycle configuration, could caster 
for crosswind landings. He flew 
several “chrome dome” missions 
from Columbus when SAC kept 
several bombers loaded with 
nukes in the air at all times. Those 
missions normally lasted 20-24 
hours, and he recounted two times 
when he had to divert into Moron 
AFB, Spain, due to maintenance 
problems. His longest mission was 
26 hours and 10 minutes.

He deployed to Guam with the 
454th BW from November 1965 to 
March 1966 in F models. Several of 
his crew’s first Arc Light missions 
were against targets in the Ia Drang 
Valley, reported to be one of the 
first times B-52s were employed in 
close air support. On Jan. 12, 1966, 
the crew had the honor of having 
CBS correspondent, Morley Safer 
on board to get a firsthand look at an 
Arc Light mission. Dave returned to 
Andersen in March 1967 flying the 
“Big Belly” modified D model. 108 
bombs made quite a heavy artillery 
display. Later in 1967 he moved to 
the Arc Light planning division in 
3rd Air Division and only flew as 
IP or airborne commander. Crew 
duty was sadly over. 

The next assignment was to 
SAC headquarters as a planner in 

the contingency division, but still 
in the Arc Light business. The 
next assignment was no surprise. 
A one-year (Oct ’71-’72) tour 
with SACADVON at Ton Son 
Nhut RVN, again planning B-52 
missions. The assignment that was 
a surprise, entailing a last-minute 
change, was to the Pentagon as a 
purple-suiter in OJCS, Strat Ops 
Division briefing B-52 results, 
recording history and developing 
SAC contingency plans. He was 
there for Linebacker II in December 
1972.  

Dave finished the maximum 
3-year OJCS tour in October 1975 
and returned to the B-52 business 
with the 28th BW at Ellsworth AFB, 
South Dakota. Promoted in 1978, 
two years “above the zone,” he 
then transferred to Warren AFB as 
the director of operations in the 4th 
Air Division. He had a PCS move 
in 1982 to Andersen AFB, Guam, 
as the base commander for two 
years and then returned to Warren 
as the base commander for his final 
assignment with retirement July 1, 
1985. He spent his entire career in 
SAC, and was one of the last 0-6s 
on active duty without a college 
degree. He even managed to evade 
all the PME schools in residence, 
remaining on flying status and 
completing his requirements via 
correspondence. 

Dave lamented not being one 
of Flight 54’s founders. Now that 
they have all joined up in a last-
flight formation, he has altered 
his thinking. He would agree that 
staying active in Daedalians has 
effectively kept his last flight off of 
the schedule.

Author’s note: Growing up on 
a small farm in western Nebraska I 
came under the flying spell because 
my father, an Army infantry grunt 
from WWII who had used his GI 
bill to earn a private flying license, 
continually talked about the 
wonders of flight. At that time, we 

were reminded nearly daily to look 
up into the sky when the B-36s 
made all the windows rattle. Then 
they showed up with jet engines 
on the ends of their wings, pulling 
contrails that we had never seen 
before. On a momentous day, not 
seemingly so then, we saw the first 
swept-wing jet, a B-47, pulling 
contrails at a tremendous speed. 
The world had changed. By the 
time some fighter jock buzzed 
our barn one morning when we 
were saddling up our horses, I was 
hooked. Our farm happened to be in 
the middle of one of the Oil Burner, 
later Olive Branch, low levels the 
B-52s flew, and which McGill 
describes flying on in great detail. 
We waved at the pilots who flew 
through our farmyard, and they 
waved back. I suspect variations 
of this are in the backgrounds of 
many, many Daedalians. 

When I entered the USAFA 
in 1967, Dave had already been 
an AC in the Buff for three years. 
Much of what he recounted at 
our meeting was what we studied 
while at USAFA. The commanders 
and leaders of the Air Force 
about whom we learned were his 
commanders and contemporaries. 
We Daedalians tend to take our 
history and opportunity to live it 
and with it for granted. Dave’s 
presentation reminded us of how 
we are part of something very 
unique, and in an ever-changing 
world, something unlikely to 
repeat. The B-47 first flew 44 years 
to the day after the Wright Brothers’ 
first flight. The B-52 will likely be 
flying operationally 80 or even 100 
years after its first flight. Dave’s 
service to his community, and to the 
Daedalians, since his retirement is 
a great example of how we should 
not suffer from survivor’s guilt, but 
convert it to survivor’s obligation. 
His presentation on the week of the 
75th anniversary of D-Day put a lot 
into proper perspective for us.
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General  Kehoe presents the Lieutenant General Harold George Award to the crew of Southwest Airlines 
(SWA) Flight #1380 at an International Airline Pilots Unions safety conference. Captain Tammie Jo Schults 
and Darron Ellisor crewed the SWA flight that experienced a catastrophic engine failure and penetrated the 
fuselage killing one passenger. The Daedalians have presented this award since 1956 to the crew of a United 
States certified commercial airline that demonstrates exceptional professional judgment and skill in handling 

a serious emergency. The SWA crew was selected from three nominations for the award.
 

The rationale behind the award is both the military and civil aviators fly in the same airspace, we adhere to 
the same rules and we both are responsible to the flying public for promoting flight safety and air discipline. 

There is a bond between the two and many civil airline pilots have a military background.

Lieutenant General Harold L. George
Civilian Airmanship Award

for the most outstanding ability, judgment and/or heroism above 
and beyond normal operational requirements
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The 2018 Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe Memorial Award was presented to the F-35C Joint 
Strike Fighter Wing Community at the 2019 Tailhook Association Symposium Awards 
Luncheon on Sept. 7, 2019, in Reno, Nevada. The Tailhook Convention is an annual 

event run by the Tailhook Association – an independent, fraternal, nonprofit organization 
supporting aircraft carrier and other sea-based aviation.

From the left:
 Air Boss - VADM Chip Miller (Commander, Naval Air Forces)

CAPT Max “Pepper” McCoy – Commodore, Joint Strike Fighter Wing
CDR Adan “Cherry” Covarrubais – Commanding Officer, VFA-125

CDR Daniel “Tonto” Kitts – Commanding Officer, VFA-147
RADM Don Quinn, Shangri-La Flight 21 Officer

LT Kimberly Everett, Medical Corps, USN (Flight Surgeon), was recognized as 
the top Naval flight surgeon graduate on July 1, 2019. She was accompanied 

by (left to right) CAPT Felix Tormes, USN (Ret); Anne Hargis (daughter 
of award’s namesake (late CAPT Robert E. Mitchell, MC, USN (Ret)); LT 
Everett; CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret); and Al Hargis (Anne’s husband). 
CAPT Denkler, CAPT Tormes, and Anne & Al Hargis are all Daedalians.

Lt. Col. Rich Kianka, USAF (Ret), presented 
the Order of the Daedalians award to CPT 

Kevin Magdiel, USA, the distinguished 
honor graduate from the Aviation Captains’ 

Career Course, Class 19-002. The class 
graduated on Aug. 13, 2019.
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The top graduates of the US Navy Advanced Helicopter Training Program for 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard helicopter pilots, NAS Whiting Field, 

Florida, are pictured here being congratulated by CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret). 
Clockwise from top right: 

April 12, 2019, 1stLt Grady Bell, USMC, to fly UH-1Y Huey.
May 10 2019, LT Andrew Dinmore, USN, with his dad, to fly MH-60S.

June 14, 2019, LTJG Andrew Long, USN , to fly MH-60R.
July 12, 2019, LTJG Matthew Weese, USN, to fly MH-60 Seahawk.

Aug. 9, 2019, LTJG Katherine Beine, USCG, to fly H-60.
Pictured bottom of page 29: 

Aug. 23, 2019, 1stLt Stephen Costello, USMC, to fly U-1Y.
Sept. 27, 2019, 1stLt Piper Thaler, USMC.
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1stLt Stephen Costello’s parents, Cindy and Frank Costello, 
celebrated the top grad award with their son and CAPT 

Denkler.

CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret) presents the award 
to the top graduate of the U.S. Navy Advanced Naval 
Flight Officer Training Program on June 28, 2019. 

The recipient was ENS Mollie M. Sebald, USN 
pictured here with her parents. She is a Navy NFO 

going to the F/A-18 Hornet.

1stLt Piper Thaler’s parents, Bonnie and 
Roland Thaler, were on deck to see him 

recognized as #1 in his class of Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard superstars.

ENS Nick Dodd was the top graduate of 
the U.S. Navy Advanced Naval Flight 
Officer Training Program on Sept. 27, 
2019. CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret), 

presented the award.
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The top graduates of the USAF Combat Systems Officer training, Pensacola Naval Station, 

Florida, are pictured below. Clockwise from top right: 
Class 19-10, 2nd Lt. Samuel D. Simmons and Col. Joe Kinego, USAF (Ret)

Class 19-11, 2nd Lt. Andrew P. Johnstonbaugh and RADM Donald Quinn, USN (Ret)
Class 19-12, 2nd Lt. Zackary M. Schoenfelt, his wife Lauren and Col. Kinego

Class 19-13, 2nd Lt. Preston J. Wolter, his wife Ashley and CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret)
Class 19-14, 2nd Lt. Brandon Whitehead, his mother Anita, and CAPT Denkler

Class 19-15, 2nd Lt. Sheachashaq C. Cook and Col. Kinego (center)
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The Rockledge Florida High School JROTC student 
awards ceremony took place in April 2019. One aviation-
minded student, Cadet Kaila Comeau, clearly stood out 
as the candidate for the Daedalian ribbon, her dream. 
Kaila has 4.0 average in JROTC, is the youngest tour 
guide with the world-famous Valiant Air Command of 
Titusville, Florida, and has frequently flown in their 

B-25, C-47, Stearman and other aircraft. When Space 
Flight 6 awards officer James Pugh found out who was 
getting our ribbon, he called Kaila’s “out of state” dad, 
Daedalian Col. Chris Comeau, USAF (Ret). Chris asked 
if he could be the presenter and if so keep it a secret from 
his daughter. Shazam! It happened. It was the surprise of 
young fledgling pilot Kaila’s life when her dad appeared 

and then to be the one receiving the coveted award.

Lt. Col. Christopher Maroney, Commander, AFROTC 
Detachment 430 presents a Daedalian AFROTC scholarship to 
Cadet Karl Zurbrugg, a senior at the University of Mississippi.

Flight 14’s Col. Howard Rice, USAF (Ret), 
presented the Daedalian JROTC award to 

Cadet Loghan Pitts, on May 9, 2019.

On Aug. 28,, 2019, AFROTC Cadet Sarah 
Halsor was awarded a $2,000 Daedalian 

ROTC Scholarship. Lt. Col. Robert J. Schabron, 
Commander of AFROTC Det 001 at the University 
of Alaska Anchorage presented the certificate at the 

detachment commander’s call.
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CAP Cadet Alyssa Kohler received powered flight training through solo 
flight sponsored by 23rd Flight. In the photo with her are (L to R): Mr. 

Carl Riis (23rd Flight scholarship chairman); Lt. Col. Graylin Conerly, 
CAP; and Lt. Col. Gene Bardal, USAF (Ret).

(L to R): Cadet Eric Fox, Maj. Gen. Kevin Pottinger, USAF (Ret), and 
Cadet Travis Harper.

Eric Fox received the Egan Scholarship and scholarships from 23rd 
Flight and the Fort Worth Airpower Foundation.

Travis Harper received scholarships from 23rd Flight and the Fort Worth 
Airpower Foundation.

(L to R): Joe D’Olive, Laird Leavoy (Chairman Les Leavoy Foundation), DFT students, Lt. Col. Mike McGinnis, 
ANG (Ret) (23 Flight DFT Chairman), and Lt. Col. Richard Fairlamb, USAF (Ret). Each student gave a brief talk 
on what the training and the Order of Daedalians means to them. They were professional mixed with humor and 
emotional excitement. They were very grateful and honored to have been selected. Each cadet received a flight 

jacket, two solo certificates (one from the tower and one from DQAA), a set of ROTC wings and an aircraft model.
DFT Students (L to R) John Aaron is a senior at Eaton High School in Rhome, Texas, with a 3.5 GPA and 

a member of the National Honor Society. John soloed in 16.8 hours. Corey Stoltz is a senior at Marcus High 
School in Flower Mound, Texas, with a 3.7 GPA and is an AFJROTC member. Cory is a first-degree black 
belt Taekwondo. Corey soloed in 14.1 hours. Savier Vega-Siurano is a freshman at the University of Texas 
in Arlington, with a 3.4 GPA in biomedical engineering. Savier was a member of Honor Flight when he was 
in JROTC. He also received a matching academic scholarship from 23rd Flight and the National Order of 

Daedalians. Savier soloed in 16.4 hours. Kyle Kong is a freshman at the University of Texas in Arlington, with a 
3.4 GPA in business administration and finance and is an ROTC member. Kyle soloed in 14.6 hours. Gabriel Sepe 

is a freshman at the University of North Texas in Denton, with a 2.6 GPA in information technology and cyber 
security. Gabriel was cadet commander of his JROTC unit. Gabriel soloed in 20.3 hours. Grace Sharp is a junior 
at Joshua High School with a 3.9 GPA and is a Navy JROTC member. Grace is captain of her rifle team and is the 

#5 ranked rifleman in the nation. Grace soloed in 14.9 hours.
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AFROTC Det 845 Cadet 4th Class Savier Vega-Siurano, a sophomore at Texas Christian University majoring in biomedical 
engineering, received a matching scholarship from 23rd Flight. Cadet Vega-Siurano is pictured with Lt. Col. Mike McGinnis, ANG 

(Ret) (above left), and Mr. Carl Riis, both 23rd Flight members. (Photo courtesy: Janet Martin, AFROTC Det 845)

AFROTC Cadet Allen Welchez-Colon received an Egan 
Scholarship from the National Order of Daedalians and DFT 

training through 103rd Flight at Fort Hood, Texas.

AFROTC Cadet Phoebe Vetter is a member of the TCU ROTC 
and received a matching academic scholarship from 23rd 

Flight and the National Order of Daedalians.
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Cadet Justin Aspenson, USAF
Junior - Kennesaw state University

Major - International Affairs
Grandfather is Daedalian Lt Col Donald Aspenson, 

USAF (Ret), Wiley Post Flt 46 Flight Captain 
(pictured)

 
Career goal: “I intend to be a career long officer and 
I am striving to be a pilot. After time in the military 
I would like to get into politics and possibly run for 

office but the dream is to be National Security Adviser 
or the Secretary of Defense.”

Robert M. Kingston
Freshman - University of Alabama

Major – Aerospace Engineering
Grandfather is Daedalian Life Member Lt. Gen. James E. 

Sherrard, USAF (Ret), Shangri-La Flight 21 (pictured with his 
wife)

 
Career goal: “I plan to get a job in Aerospace Engineering in 

order to design and develop aircraft in order to improve efficiency, 
safety, and push the boundaries of what technology will allow.”

It must run in the family...
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21st (Shangri-La) Flight
Pensacola, Florida

Story and photo submitted by
CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret)

From left to right: CAPT Dan McCort, USN (Ret), DFT Coordinator; Cadet Clay Dobry; CAPT Ron Zimmerman, USN (Ret); Cadet 
Eva Miller; Cadet Keaton Brown; Cadet David Lamb; CAPT Pieter Vandenbergh, USN (Ret); Midshipman Alex Cole; CAPT Eric 

Rasmussen, USN (Ret).
Cadets Dobry & Brown will solo soon; both are exceptional pilots. Midshipman Cole is more than half way to solo, but had to take 

a “break” and depart for the Naval Academy Prep School (NAPS)! We will solo him later this fall. Cadets Lamb & Miller (our 
alternates) are superb aviators & doing great. Similar to other DFT Programs, the leadership and commitment of CAPT McCort and 

his cadre of Daedalians, are inspiring the next generation of combat aviators!

Stinsons Flight gathered at the Parr Club at JBSA-
Randolph in September. The Flight Vice Captain, Bill 
Ercoline, gave salutes that were both lighthearted and 
respectful to the late Rocco DeFelice, former National 
Adjutant, and to Doctor Tom Tredici, WWII B-17 pilot. 
Rocco, who flew the A-1 in Vietnam, will be missed 
by all, and Tom remains an impressive source of well-
informed opinions on WWII combat aviation and 
aerospace medicine. The program was a fascinating 

report on Pilot Training Next (PTN). Our speaker was 
Lt. Tom “Turbo” Jacobs, who is eminently qualified to 
brief on the subject; he graduated from the first PTN 
class, completed instructor pilot training in the T-6A, 
and is now a PTN instructor at Randolph. 

Turbo discussed the evolution of this pilot training 
test program. The second class graduated in late 
August and the third class will start in early 2020. The 
basic theme of this effort is to provide virtual reality 

2nd (Stinsons) Flight
JBSA-Randolph, Texas

Story submitted by
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
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24th (Maj. Gen. Frank A. Nichols) Flight
El Paso, Texas

Story and photos submitted by
Col. Mario Campos, USAF (Ret)

flight simulation equipment to each student, to require 
at least two simulator sessions prior to every flight, and 
to give the students unlimited opportunities to practice 
for each mission with the virtual reality device at 
home, in the squadron, or anywhere in between. This is 
a significant advance from the chair flying experiences 
in front of a cockpit poster that many of us remember. 
When the third class starts training, they will be flying 
the T-6B. These aircraft are on loan from the Navy and 
they feature cockpit avionics far superior to those in 
the T-6A. The goal is to train the students on systems 
more like those in the frontline aircraft to which they 
will be assigned.

Flight Captain Kidd Bliss summarized PTN 
succinctly, saying it is a test effort to find ways to 
improve the instruction of student pilots and to 
enhance the students’ abilities to learn the skills needed 
to fly today’s military aircraft. We thank Turbo, Kidd, 
and the flight members who instruct at Randolph 
who contributed their knowledge of PTN during the 
question and answer session; this was an excellent 
discussion on the future of flying training.

Flight Captain Kidd Bliss thanks 1st Lt. Turbo Jacobs, Pilot Training 
Next IP, for his excellent presentation. (Photo courtesy: Lt. Col. Charlie 

Baumann, USAF (Ret))

The 24th Flight held its monthly luncheon at the El 
Paso Club on Sept. 4, 2019. Lt. Col. Wendy A. Woodard, 
USAF, was the honored guest speaker. Colonel 
Woodard is the Commander, AFROTC Detachment 
505, New Mexico State University (NMSU) and is also 
Department Head and Professor of Aerospace Studies. 

A New Mexico native, Colonel Woodard is a 1997 Air 
Force Academy graduate. She was a B-52H pilot and 
KC-10A pilot and amassed 580 combat flight hours 
over Afghanistan. She also served as a T-1A instructor 
pilot and Air Force Academy sailplane instructor pilot.

Colonel Woodard began her presentation by stating 
that the primary mission of AFROTC is to develop 
premier leaders of character for the Air Force. She 
went on to discuss the activities of cadets in each year 
of their four-year course including 14 days of field 
training at Maxwell AFB, Alabama. She mentioned 
that after receiving their commissions, former cadets 
usually wait one month up to a year before being called 
to active duty.

Colonel Woodard then informed the group that she 
has 83 cadets in her program this year. They have 12 
physical training sessions each month and participate 
in character/leadership training including recruiting 
events, mentor programs, Blue Knights/Arnold Air 
Society programs, honor flights which provide expense-
paid trips to Washington D.C. for elderly veterans, and 
the annual Bataan Memorial walk.

Colonel Woodard’s recruiting program targets high 
school students, other college students and students 
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at NMSU. However, she does not participate in high 
school recruiting because she has a wealth of college 
students in New Mexico and West Texas.

She closed her remarks by stating that the active 
duty commitment for an AFROTC graduate is now 
10 years after pilot training. This astonished several 
members of the 24th Flight who graduated from 
AFROTC in years gone by and incurred a three- or 
four-year commitment including flight training.

Prior to the meeting activities, Col. Bob Pitt 
announced the passing of fellow Daedalian and former 
Daedalian National Adjutant, Rocco De Felice. Rocco 
and Bob had been great friends for more than 62 years 
since they both reported for their first assignment at 
Perrin AFB, Texas, on 3 January 1957.

Mr. Ric Lambart (left) and Flight Captain Col. Mario Campos 
presented the speaker’s gift to Lt. Col. Wendy Woodward.

37th (Yosemite) Flight
Atwater/Merced, California

Story and photo submitted by
Maj. Larry King, USAF (Ret)

Our third quarterly meeting was held on July 
30th at the Castle Air Museum. This BBQ rib dinner 
was attended by our wives and significant others 
as our guests. Flight member Al Osborn presented 
the professionally produced video “Reflections,” 
a beautiful story of Al relating his colorful U.S. Air 
Force career.

Lt. Col. Al Osborn, USAF (Ret), on left, 
is thanked by Yosemite Flight Captain, 

Lt. Col. Al Peterson, USAF (Ret), for his 
presentation.

30th (Hap Arnold) Flight
Riverside, California

Story and photo submitted by
Lt. Col. Bill Heitmeier, USAF (Ret)

Nicholas Cortz was awarded a Flight 30 $3,000 scholarship. He 
is a junior at California Baptist University, Riverside, California. 
He is an English major with 3.98 GPA. Nicholas is on Cal Baptist’s 
President’s and Provost’s lists for academic achievement in addition 
to receiving American Legion recognition for academic achievement. 
He is pursuing leadership opportunities with AFROTC Detachment 
002, California State University, San Bernardino, California. Cadet 
Cortz is interested in flying remotely piloted aircraft. The award 
was presented at Flight 30’s January 2019 luncheon by Brig. Gen. 
Rico Aponte, USAF (Ret) (photo at left).

We received the following very nice thank you letter from Nick 
that shows his newfound enthusiasm for flying. We wish him the 
best as he continues his studies.
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Greetings Daedal ians, 

It has been almost nine months since I received your Flight Training Scholarship, so here is a 
quick rundown on my progress in the world of aviation: 

This summer, my top priority was logging flight time; and to that effect, I was not disappointed. 
For the better part of June and July, I spent time at Delaware State University earning my Private 
Pilot License. During that window, I passed my check ride in under 6 and a half weeks, scored a 
95 on the FAA written test, and was lucky enough to fly an Extra 300LX Turboprop during 
Prevalence Aerobatic training. At present I have accumulated over 45 hours in Piper Warriors 
and Arrows, including 8 hours of solo and 3 hours of instrument and complex time. 

Just two days after returning to California from Dover, I hopped back on a plane to complete my 
Flight Physical at Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio. With a sigh of relief, I can now 
confirm that I am medically qualified to be an Air Force Pilot. Furthermore, after experiencing 
"manned flight" from the driver's seat, I have come to the conclusion that there is nothing quite 
like the "real thing." Therefore, I will be submitting my name for the September 20 
Supplemental Rated Board with hopes of upgrading my Remotely Piloted Aircraft allocation to 
"Pi lot." 

I have and will continue to funnel your generous $3000 check into aviation related resourceslike 
textbooks and Foreflight- and more importantly, hours at the March Aeroclub. It is my intention 
to begin working towards my FAA Instrument Rating as time and resources allow. Currently, I 
am gearing up to get off "summer mode" and begin my final season of college. I look forward to 
commissioning as an officer in under a year and am so grateful for the vested interest that you 
have placed in my Air Force Career. Thank you for everything! Without a doubt you will 
receive more updates in the near future. 

Very Respectfully, 

u�
Nicholas James Cortz 
AFROTC Detachment 002 

48th (Harley H. Pope) Flight
Fayetteville, North Carolina

Story and photo submitted by
Capt. Peter Vetters, USAF (Ret)

The guest speaker for the Harley H. Pope Flight’s 
August meeting was Mr. Luke Layman, CEO of Vector 
Solutions. The flight captain, Col. Joe Fitzpatrick, 
USAF (Ret), who served as his Professor of Aerospace 
Studies at North Carolina State University, introduced 
him. Mr. Layman discussed his early aviation career, 
which originated as chasing helicopters with his 
parents in high school. During a semester of Army 
ROTC, Layman learned that Army aviation wasn’t the 
most practical, at which time he applied to AFROTC 
in pursuit of an aviation career. Layman was the 

cadet wing commander under Fitzpatrick. Following 
commissioning he went to pilot training at Laughlin 
AFB, Texas, and was selected to fly A-10s with tours 
at Pope AFB, Moody AFB, Osan AB, and a Navy 
exchange assignment in San Diego. His last military 
flight was in 2007. Though Layman had a short stay at 
Delta Airlines, he opted to pursue a post-military career 
in business. Layman continues to serve as a major in 
the USAFR, currently assigned to AFSOC. 

Layman founded Vector Solutions, a $5 million 
company, in North Carolina in 2015 — as an accident. 
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He said that the company mission is tailored to special 
operations intelligence, surveillance, and tactical 
aviation operations, using UAVs and fixed wing 
manned aircraft. Layman explained that they are a 
national leader in the unmanned component. Through 
their research and development efforts, they also 
pursue high technology flight operations such as the 
transport of medical supplies and blood transfers using 
unmanned systems, in addition to their current efforts, 
supporting state and local law enforcement. He alluded 
to the fact that, historically, the surveillance available 
to law enforcement is helicopters. On average, it costs 
$4,500 per hour to fly an aircraft, Layman cited, but a 
UAV platform can be purchased for $45,000 and the 
organization now owns the asset.

According to Layman, the regulatory environment 
is changing. He said that the FAA is doing a good 
job and Vector Solutions is adapting their training. 
Rules currently allow UAVs from the surface to 400 
ft AGL through Part 107 operations and are limited 
to line-of-sight. Future FAA regulation changes will 
allow for an increased presence of unmanned systems 
in the national architecture. Layman clarified that his 
company is also teaching two-dimensional thinkers to 
think three-dimensionally. He said they are educating 
law enforcement not to put surveillance right over the 
event — bad guys cease their operations. UAVs are 
an emerging technology and Layman is taking training 
into the field and applying intelligence knowledge.

He touched on the value of taking off-the-shelf 
technology and putting it into law enforcement and 
SOCOM and that it’s going straight into the field. As 
an example, Layman said that during the Super Bowl, 
a tethered unmanned system that they fielded flew for 
eight hours above Mercedes-Benz Stadium, providing 
video coverage prior to, during, and after the game. 
His company developed a concept van to manage data 
and provide video distribution. They are currently 
marketing it to DoD and the State Department. He 
said that the system can see what targets are doing 
from greater than 400 meters away. Layman credited 
synchronization of the rotors and camera stabilization 
for clear data collection and mentioned data push over 
communication links. 

48th Flight Captain Col. Joe Fitzpatrick, USAF (Ret), “mugged” one of his former 
AFROTC cadets, Luke Layman, founder and CEO of Vector Solutions.

Story and photo submitted by
Lt. Col. J. Robert Howard, USAF (Ret)

38th (Longhorn) Flight
Austin, Texas

Our August meeting was held at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel on Aug. 8, 2019. Sixty-five dollars was collected 
from the scholarship raffle. Our next meeting will be 
at the San Marcos Airport, the new home for the C-47 
that led the main invasion of Normandy. “That’s all, 
Brother” led over 800 C-47s that dropped over 13,000 
paratroopers into a battle that changed the course of 
mankind.

New Daedalian Lt. Col. Craig Hutzler, USAF (Ret), 
gave us a little of his history. He started at the Naval 
Academy, but finished his degree at the University of 
Michigan in 1962. When he was an ROTC student in 

the flying program, he took off in an over-gross Piper 
Cherokee with the red stall warning light blinking 
the whole time. Then he couldn’t find his destination 
airport and after five approaches to the grass strip, he 
stopped five feet from the end of the runway fence. 
He didn’t have enough money to buy gas, and the 
plane owner berated him for returning the plane with 
only 2.5 gallons. He flew eight Air Force airplanes to 
include the F-4 and several versions of the -135. He 
spent two years in intelligence where, with the help of 
a person from the FBI and the CIA, he had a mission 
to photograph and x-ray the nose dome of the Russian 
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diplomatic airplane that had landed in the USA. When 
they arrived, there were Russian KGB at each end of 
the airplane so they cancelled the mission.

Col. Bill Mol, USAF (Ret), an honored presenter at 
the 2019 Gathering of Eagles, provided his video from 
the event. He told some great stories about getting his 
first plane ride, saving the aircraft from the instructor 
pilot’s induced oscillation, jamming his canopy the 
first time he flew an F-80, landing with smoke in the 
cockpit (frozen canopy), having anxiety when flying 
commercial, getting “promoted” to safety officer, 
riding in a tank as a forward air controller, and doing 
good and getting grounded. Those of you that didn’t 
make it to the meeting missed some great stories.

Flight Captain Ron Butler congratulates new member Craig Hutzler as he 
joins Flight 38.

Story and photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Dave Barnett, USAF (Ret)

13th (San Diego) Flight
San Diego, California

At our September meeting, Flight 13 received 
an outstanding presentation from Mike Harding, 
Expedition Leader of the Flight of Discovery (FOD). 
His talk was entitled, “On the Wings of History: 
Following the Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail 
with the Flight of Discovery.” 

The 2004-2006 FOD expeditions were conducted 
to celebrate the national bicentennial of the original 
Lewis and Clark exploration into the newly-acquired 
lands of the Louisiana Purchase from 1804-1806.

In 2004, the Flight of Discovery left the falls of the 
Ohio River near Clarksville, Indiana, and followed 
every bend of the Ohio, Mississippi and Missouri 
Rivers to the Continental Divide at Lemhi Pass, Idaho, 
and from there, the Lochsa, Clearwater, Snake and 
Columbia Rivers to Astoria, Oregon. In 2005, the 
FOD visited the Indian tribes that Lewis and Clark met 
along their route two-hundred years before. In 2006, 
beginning at the mouth of the Columbia at Astoria, 
the FOD retraced Lewis and Clark’s return route to St. 

Louis, Missouri. One of the major goals was to connect 
people, in particular, students in grades kindergarten 
through high school, with their environment. In each 
of the three expeditions, the crew collected water, 
soil and plant samples and hundreds of photographs 
to document environmental change along the National 
Historic Trail.

Mike’s first-hand account of the planning, 
coordination, and completion of the three separate 
expeditions was of great interest to our group. He 
also shared many photos from the trips to enhance the 
presentation.

Mike Harding receiving Flight 13 Daedalians challenge coin and “Thanks” 
from Flight Captain Lt. Col. Dave Barnett, USAF (Ret).
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82nd (Willie) Flight
Chandler, Arizona

Story and Photos submitted by
Col. Pat Dooley, USAF (Ret)

On Sept. 12, 2019, we held our first meeting after our 
summer break at the Dobson’s Restaurant at the Dobson 
Ranch Golf Course in Mesa, Arizona. Our guest speaker 
was Col. Pat Donaldson, Wing Commander, 161st 
Aerial Refueling Wing, Arizona Air National Guard, 
on the subject of wing operations around the world. 
Their KC-135R tankers are located at the south side 
of the Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport – that location has 
recently been renamed “Barry Goldwater Air National 
Guard Base”. The 161st ARW supports the Air Force 
mission of global reach through rapid mobilization, 
airlift, aeromedical evacuation, and aerial refueling 
operations for United States and partner nation air 
forces. Colonel Donaldson also provided a very special 

treat by 
bringing his 
mother to 
the meeting. 
She was an 
absolute 
delight; and, 
it happens 
that she 
began 
her pilot 
training in 
the Phoenix 
Valley 
in 1952, 
holding the 
rating of 

private pilot.

Colonel Donaldson was raised in Phoenix before 
attending college at the University of St. Thomas, 
St. Paul, Minnesota, on an ROTC scholarship. 
After nine years on active duty, Colonel Donaldson 
returned home to Phoenix and joined the 161st Air 
Refueling Wing in 2003. While serving as a drill status 
guardsman from 2003 to 2010, Colonel Donaldson 
engaged in a variety of roles in the business aviation 
industry. As the chief demonstration pilot for Swift 
Aviation Group, he played a role in the initial launch of 
Embraer business jets into the global market. In 2007, 
he founded Sextant Advisory, LLC, along with three 
partners to provide business consulting services to 
the business aviation industry. In early 2011, Colonel 
Donaldson joined the 161st Operations Group as a 
full-time member and assumed command of the 161st 
Operations Support Flight in September of that year. 
In October 2013, he assumed command of the 161st 
Maintenance Group where he served until April 2015. 
He then commanded the 161st Operations Group until 
January 2018. Colonel Donaldson has flown missions 
in support of Operations NORTHERN WATCH, 
SOUTHERN WATCH, DENY FLIGHT, ALLIED 
FORCE, NOBLE EAGLE, ENDURING FREEDOM 
and IRAQI FREEDOM. 

Colonel Donaldson gave a highly informative 
briefing about the current demands on the military 
and the limited resources to cover all the worldwide 
missions. He also discussed the impact of the high 
operations tempo on the military members and their 
families. In addition, he talked about the shortage 
of tankers in this region related to the increased Air 
Force and Marine F-35 training out of Luke and Yuma 
MCAS. Colonel Donaldson’s presentation was very 
educational and well received. We hope to have him 
join the flight soon.

Col. Pat Donaldson, ANG, spoke to 82nd Flight in September.

Colonel Donaldson’s mother was a special guest at the 
meeting. 82nd Flight Captain, Col. Pat Dooley, USAF (Ret), 

thanked both for attending the meeting.

The 162st Air Refuleing Wing of the Arizona National Guard flies the KC-135R 
such as the one above in support of flying missions around the world.
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62nd (Fighter) Flight
Las Vegas, Nevada

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Andrew Dembosky, USAF (Ret)

The summer heat did not deter 28 members and 
guests from attending our June dinner, held in the 
Nellis Club’s newly renovated media room. The 55th 
FS from Shaw AFB was in town again and we had the 
privilege of having their commander, Lt. Col. Charles 
Fallon, recount the squadron’s exploits during its most 
recent deployment. The squadron’s 30 F-16s kept to 
their deployment timeline by making a last-minute 
change of plans to deploy via Pease AFB to avoid 
a hurricane bearing down on the east coast. Their 
typical missions over Syria averaged seven hours with 
significant amounts of ordnance employed with great 
precision. 

We also experienced the unfortunate passing of 
two longtime flight members: Lt. Col. Pat Hughes, 
USAFR (Ret), who began pilot training in 1956, and 
flew F-86s, B-57s, F-105s, and C-141s before 26 years 
with American Airlines; and CDR Pat McGirl, USNR 
(Ret), who started as an Aviation Cadet in 1955, before 
flying numerous aircraft with both the USAF and USN, 
followed by an impressive 35 years with Delta.

In an effort to capture the memories of other flight 
members, we changed our format a bit for the 27 
members and guests that attended our August meeting. 
After a sandwich buffet, we went around the room 
with members relating various aviation exploits such 
as reaching 799 KIAS in an F-16, two members flying 
above 80,000 feet, and JR Alley asserting that he is the 
only guy to eject out of both the front and back seats 
of an F-89. 

For September, we returned to our more formal 
sit-down dinner and guest speaker format for almost 
40 attendees. And what a guest speaker: our flight’s 
Col. Mike Poore, USAF (Ret), who flew RF-4Cs 
and oversaw many highly classified projects during 
assignments at the Pentagon and Wright-Patterson 
AFB. He provided a fascinating review of projects that 
the USAF’s “Big Safari” unit rushed into support of 
Desert Storm. 

We also celebrated the 100th birthday of flight 
member Lt. Col. Kerney Sigler, USAF (Ret), who 
flew 65 combat missions in the B-26 during WWII. 
With two cadets from UNLV ROTC at the dinner, we 
represented an impressive amount of aviation history.

Lt. Col. Jack Redmond, USAF (Ret) (standing), regales the August crowd with aviation stories from his flying experience.

Lt. Col. Charles Fallon (USAF) from Shaw AFB talked with Fighter Flight 
members in June.

“Both optimists and pessimists contribute to the society. The optimist invents 
the aeroplane, the pessimist the parachute.”

- Bernard Shaw
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46th (Wiley Post) Flight
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Story and Photos submitted by
Mr. Kent McInnis

Friendships among Daedalians are widespread. 
Sometimes good things happen. As a favor to one of 
our members, Lt. Col. Steve Wilson, USAF (Ret) flew 
into Oklahoma City from North Carolina for the sole 
purpose of presenting a program to Wiley Post Flight 
#46.

Hosted in the Tinker AFB Club’s Daedalian Room, 
Colonel Wilson presented a great program about his 
year in Laos in 1972 as a Raven FAC. Flying Korean-era 
L-19/0-1 Bird Dogs, this was a covert assignment. He 
wore no uniform nor carried any military identification 
during his six-month tour. The casualty rate among 
Ravens was enormously high. “Over a five-year period, 
165 pilots served as Ravens. Thirty-two were killed in 
action.” Colonel Wilson related how one pilot during 
his tour was shot down 10 times.

He heaped high praise on the very successful efforts 
of the search and rescue teams of Jolly Greens and 
Sandy A-1 Skyraiders. The Southeast Asia SAR forces 
saved many lives in Laos. Despite the known hazards 
of Agent Orange, Wilson credits its use for his better 
chances of making it home.

Each Raven pilot had a Laotian Hmong Army spotter 
to coordinate with troops on the ground. Wilson’s 
spotter was Captain Yang Bee, a seasoned war veteran 

10 years his senior. Described as the “bravest person 
I have ever worked with,” they were only shot down 
twice, a single week apart. Wilson survived his year in 
Southeast Asia intact.

Move ahead 44 years to 2016 when, with luck and 
a lot of hard work, Steve Wilson found his long-lost 
friend, living in the United States. With the help of 
Yang Bee’s family, the two were reunited. Yang Bee 
was much older, but like his combat brother, was also 
still intact.

Friendships are indeed widespread but can often be 
closer than we think possible. Sometimes good things 
happen.

Lt. Col. Steve Wilson, USAF (Ret) addresses the audience as Flight Captain Lt. 
Col. Chris Egan, USAF (Ret) looks on.

Yang Bee and Lt Col Steve Wilson, USAF (Ret) assume the same pose 44 years 
after they met in Laos. (Photo couurtesy: Steve Wilson).
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On Oct. 10, 2019, on what would have been 
his 124th birthday, Eugene J. Bullard’s statue was 
dedicated on the grounds of the Museum of Aviation 
next to Robins AFB, Warner Robins, Georgia. The 
Robins AFB Installation and 78th Air Base Wing 
commander, and the Georgia World War I Centennial 
Commission hosted the Eugene J. Bullard Statue 
Dedication Ceremony.

Bullard, who was born in Columbus, Georgia, was 
the world’s first African American fighter pilot and 
served with the French Air Service during World War I. 
On Nov. 7, 1917, Bullard shot down a German fighter 
aircraft to become the first African American fighter 
pilot with an aerial victory during WWI. President Bill 
Clinton posthumously commissioned Bullard to the 
United States Air Force as a second lieutenant, Aug. 
23, 1994.

The Daedalians also honored Lt. Bullard when 
we was made a Founding Member in 2018. The 
Georgia Aviation Hall of Fame, also located at the 
museum, enshrined Bullard posthumously into the 
inaugural class on Aug. 26, 1989, in recognition of his 
achievement and his service in two World Wars.

As a teenager, he stowed away on the German 
freighter Marta Russ, hoping to escape racial 
discrimination. Bullard arrived at Aberdeen and first 
made his way to Glasgow. In London, he boxed and 
performed slapstick in the Freedman Pickaninnies, an 
African-American troupe. On a 
visit to Paris, he decided to settle 
in France. He boxed in Paris and 
also worked in a music hall.

World War I began in August 
1914, and in October 1914, 
Bullard enlisted in the French 
Army and was assigned to the 
3rd Marching Regiment of 
the Foreign Legion as foreign 
volunteers were allowed only to 
serve in one of the French Foreign 
Legion’s infantry regiments. He 
fought on the front lines and was 
injured before he later joined the 
French Air Service, where he 
was trained as a fighter pilot.

He won his wings in 1917, 
becoming the first black 
military pilot. He flew the Spad 
VII in combat with Spa 93, 

Group Brocard, claiming two victories, a Pfatz and a 
Fokker DR I in the Verdun Region. His sacrifice was 
honored by the French, well before America accepted 
his contributions. “Everybody can see that Eugene 
Bullard wanted to fight, and so he took the opportunity 
of fighting within the French Armed Forces,” Vincent 
Hommeril, the consul general of France in Atlanta said. 
“It can show to anybody nowadays that if you want to 
do something, you can achieve it.” 

As the war continued on in 1917, Bullard tried to 
join the U.S. air forces, but still couldn’t because he 
was black. So he stayed in Europe, and became a partial 
owner of the club Le Grand Duc. It was a popular spot 
for musicians and artists like Charlie Chaplin, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway.

Following the German invasion of France in May 
1940, Bullard volunteered and served with the 51st 
Infantry Regiment (French: 51e Régiment d’Infanterie) 
in defending Orléans on June 15, 1940. Bullard was 
wounded, but he escaped to neutral Spain, and in July 
1940 he returned to the United States.

After his time fighting, Bullard was awarded some 
15 military honors by the French, including their 
highest one, Knight of the Legion of Honor. He was 
even recognized by French President Charles De 
Gaulle.

In 1954, Bullard was one of the three soldiers 
asked to relight the everlasting flame near the Tomb 

39th (Eagle) Flight
Warner Robins, Georgia

Story and Photos submitted by
Maj. Bob Komlo, USAF (Ret)

Photo at left: Daedalian, Maj. Bob Komlo, USAF (Ret), stands next to 
the just unveiled statue of Eugene J. Bullard. Above, Bob’s grandson, 

Grant Komlo, visited the statue, which is prominently placed right 
next to the memorial of US Army Air Corps & US Air Force Medal of 

Honor awardees. 
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63rd (Apollo) Flight
Houston, Texas

Story and Photo submitted by
Lt. Col. Paul Alford, USAF (Ret)

of the Unknown Soldier in Paris. De Gaulle also 
invited Bullard to commemorate the end of WWI by 
participating in the national wreath-laying ceremony.

Members of Bullard’s family were in attendance for 
the unveiling, along with local and regional military 
and community leaders. Also joining the ceremony 
were the 194th Armored Brigade commander, the 

consul general of France to Atlanta, and French Air 
Force member representing NATO - Allied Command 
Transformation (ACT). 

Also interesting about Bullard is what he displayed 
on the side of his aircraft: a red heart with an arrow 
through it and the words “All Blood Runs Red.” He 
died in New York City in 1961 at the age of 66.

The Apollo Flight held its first meeting at the 
Taqueria El Napolito restaurant in Houston, near 
Ellington Field.  Eight Daedalian members (including 
an original charter member from 1979,) and one future 
flight member were in attendance.  The first meeting 
accomplished the following:

• Elected Lt. Col. Paul Alford, USAF (Ret) Interim 
Apollo Flight Captain

• Agreed to host a recruiting tent at the Wings of 
Houston Air Show, Oct. 18 - 20, 2019

• Discussed future meeting locations that would best 
serve the membership without undue hardships in 
distance

• Discussed ways to recruit and maintain an active 
membership

• Discussed the mission of the Apollo Flight in 
promoting military aviation

• Discussed the Apollo Flight ylaws and flight 
operations manual

We are working to re-establish Apollo Flight to 
serve the large area in and around Houston, to include 
the Bryan/College Station area.  If anyone is interested 
in supporting or joining our efforts, please email us at 
ApolloFlightHouston@gmail.com

Apollo Flight plans to hold our first elections in 
January of 2020.  We are looking for members who 
wish to serve in all positions so we can once again 
carry out the Oath of a Daedalian in the Houston area.

We are eager to take advantage of the recently 
updated membership eligibility requirements to gain 
members from local astronauts, flight surgeons, RPA 
pilots, and other rated aircrew positions which are in 
abundance in our area.

Eight Daedalians and one future flight member attended the first re-chartering 
meeting of the Apollo Flight #63 in Houston in September 2019.

12th (Old Pueblo) Flight
Tucson, Arizona

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Jerry G. Bryant, USAF (Ret)

When the Old Pueblo Flight gathered for its 
monthly luncheon in October 2019, it was for a very 
different meeting. Following our traditional toasts, 
introduction of guests, and lunch the program centered 
on two special items rather than the traditional aviation 
speaker. 

Outstanding Mission Support Award
The first order of business was the presentation of 

the flight’s new Outstanding Mission Support Award. 

The genesis of this new award is recognizing that 
making the flying mission happen extends well beyond 
the confines of the cockpit. In fact, it begins with a 
chain of effort, populated by a professional cadre of 
junior NCOs, who invest hours of work in advance of 
every sortie. That work is often knuckle-busting, dirty, 
sweaty toil without which no one is getting airborn. 
Our target audience for this award is expansive – 
maintenance troops, crew chiefs, weapons maintainers 
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and loaders, cargo loaders, drivers (fuel trucks and 
K-loaders), AGE personnel, life-support techs, etc. 
The award underscores the fact that the flying mission 
is a team effort that includes much more than aircrew 
members. The award is one way the Old Pueblo Flight 
achieves one of the objectives of Daedalians – to 
encourage and recognize improvements in combat 
support and the overall effectiveness of air power. 
Without the collective effort of these young NCOs 
there would be no air power.

Our first recipient of this award was TSgt Michael 
Harvey who is assigned to the 855th Maintenance 
Squadron at Nellis AFB. Since the 855th falls under 
Davis-Monthan’s 355th Maintenance Group he is a 
Davis-Monthan asset. His background is in HH-60G 
helicopter hydraulics and he’s exactly the kind of guy 
a commander wants working for him. Aside from his 
hydraulics expertise, he takes in a broader picture, sees 
what needs to be done and goes after it in a way one 
would expect from someone more senior. For example:

- At Nellis AFB he worked with the base civil 
engineering squadron to install cooling units in the 
maintenance center to combat heat stress for 460 
people who worked in the center.

- For a training event at North Island Naval Air 
Station in San Diego he expedited orders and travel 
arrangements for the support team that facilitated 
training for 13 Air Force aircrew members to get 

qualified for landing on naval flight decks.
- In Iraq, supporting Operation INHERENT 

RESOLVE, he not only had his normal maintenance 
responsibilities but he took on a facility management 
role that helped restore Al Asad Air Base to a fully 
capable operational location. He identified 115 facility 
deficiencies and coordinated a $200K repair effort. 

- With ingenuity and scrounging parts, he restored 
the operation of a large aircraft maintenance shelter 
door. Improvements in the work environment led to 
improved maintenance work and ultimately more 
reliable aircraft for the flying mission. 

- He mitigated an electrical outage in the rescue 
operations center with hurry-up generator maintenance.

- Very importantly, he also performed 2,000 
maintenance actions that supported 165 combat sorties.

Induction Ceremony
Next up, a traditional induction ceremony that 

welcomes new Daedalians, dating to the 1934 origins 
of the Order. Lt. Col. Jerry Bryant, USAF (Ret), flight 
captain, reminded those present that this ceremony is 
important in the life of a Daedalian flight.  It shows that 
we’re growing with the energy of new members and 
very importantly, brings into focus our motivations for 
being part of this wonderful organization.  After years 
of service, being part of something noble and much 
bigger than ourselves is tightly woven into the fabric of 
who we are. The order gives us a great forum to keep 
serving and to bring along the generations coming up 
behind us for the betterment of our country.  In pursuing 
that important endeavor our member’s service is still 
needed and it still matters.

During the ceremony seven Daedalians were 
inducted into the Order. And, all members rose and 
renewed their “Promise of a Daedalian:”

Outstanding Mission Support Award
TSgt Harvey’s chain of command was on hand to see him be recognized.

Pictured left to right: Col. Kenerson, 355 MX Group/CC; Lt. Col. Jerry Bryant, 
USAF (Ret), Flight Captain; MSgt Martha Amigon, wife of awardee; TSgt 

Michael Harvey, award recipient; CMSGT Johnson, 855th MX Squadron HMU 
Superintendent; CMSgt Evans, 355th MX Group Superintendent

Seven new Daedalians were inducted into the Order: (left to right)
Maj. Gage Camp, USAF (Ret); Lt. Col. Dave Andrew, USAF (Ret); Maj. Ken 
Schanke, USAF (Ret); CDR Dave Friel, USN (Ret); Maj. Vern Spohn, USAF 

(Ret); CW4 Jim Ratley, USA (Ret); Lt. Col. Dick Goddard, USAF (Ret).
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4th (National Capital) Flight
Ft. Myer, Virginia

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. John Wright, USAF (Ret)

After a two-month summer recess, National Capital 
Flight reconvened on Sept. 11, 2019. The meeting 
commenced with our National Commander, Lt. Gen. 
Nick Kehoe, USAF (Ret), presiding over the induction 
ceremony for CAPT Mont Smith, USCG (Ret). As 
General Kehoe administered the Oath of a Daedalian, 
current members also stood, raised our right hand and 
repeated the lines of the oath.

Thirty-eight members and guests attended the 
meeting as 4th Flight member, Col. Mason “Mace” 
Carpenter, USAF (Ret), discussed his experiences 
flying the Lockheed F-117A Nighthawk. Mace began 
his remarks by paying tribute to those who lost their 
lives on Sept. 11, 2001. A close friend of his stationed 
at the Pentagon lost 25 of 27 people in his division, 
a sobering reminder of the horrific loss of life which 
occurred that day. 

While stationed at Holloman AFB, New Mexico, 
Mace held duties as 8th Fighter Squadron Operations 
Officer, 49th Operations Group Chief of Standards 
and Evaluation, and Squadron Commander of the 
9th Fighter Squadron. During Operation ALLIED 
FORCE, he deployed as Chief Stealth Planner at the 
Combined Air Operations Center (CAOC) at Vicenza, 
Italy. Colonel Carpenter flew missions in DESERT 
SHIELD and combat missions in DESERT STORM 
and ALLIED FORCE.

Since World War II, radar has been the nemesis to 
airpower. Mace discussed how the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) sought ways 
to mitigate radar. The Lockheed Skunk Works used 
research by a Russian physicist and mathematician, 
Pyotr Ufimtsev, as the impetus for the conceptual design 
of the F-117 in 1975. The aerodynamic design and 
the use of Radar Absorbent Material (RAM) resulted 
in reducing the radar cross section and the advent of 
“stealth” aircraft technology. The first operational 
flight of the F-117 occurred in 1981. 

Placing existing aircraft components such as F-18 
engines on the F-117 accelerated the development 
process. With advancing computer technology in the 
1970s, a quadruple redundant fly-by-wire system 
mitigated the inherently unstable aerodynamic flight 
characteristics of the aircraft. The F-117 was a high 
subsonic aircraft capable of carrying two internally 
loaded Laser Guided Bombs (LGBs)

As a single-seat aircraft, 
T-38 chase aircraft were 
used to supervise unqualified 
pilots. For instance, a T-38 
piloted by an F-117 instructor 
would depart first and execute 
a closed overhead pattern. As 
the T-38 called the perch, the 
F-117 would begin its takeoff 
roll and the T-38 would rejoin 
with the F-117 on departure. 
With elevons and no flaps, 

takeoff speeds approached 205 knots and a drag 
parchute was required to slow the aircraft on landing. 

From F-117 development and specifications, Mace 
discussed the aircraft’s combat performance. The first 
combat employment occurred during Operation JUST 
CAUSE in Panama in 1989. Operation DESERT 
STORM saw the F-117 neutralize Iraq’s surface-to-
air missile defense system and Saddam Hussein’s 
command and control assets in a compressed time 
period.

As Chief Stealth Planner at the CAOC during 
Operation ALLLIED FORCE, Colonel Carpenter 
discussed the operational challenges of force package 
integration with non-stealth aircraft such as Navy 
and Marine EA-6Bs and Air Force F-16CJs. Due 
to requirements to protect stealth technology, force 
package integration with the F-117 was not even 
practiced during training exercises such as RED FLAG. 
F-117 combat sorties for Operation ALLIED FORCE 
were flown by the 8th Fighter Squadron crews based at 
Aviano Air Base, Italy, and 9th Fighter Squadron crews 
deployed to Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany. The 
F-117 performed exceedingly well with a 93 percent 
accuracy of targets hit. 

Mace concluded his remarks with the downing of 
Vega 31 on March 27, 1999, by a Serbian surface-to-
air missile. Lt. Col. Darrell “Dale” Zelko successfully 
ejected from his hit F-117 aircraft and used his survival 
radio to establish contact with a tanker aircraft. Once 
he parachuted to the ground, he masked his position 

All Daedalians in attendance joined CAPT Smith as he was inducted and took the Oath of a Daedalian.
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while Serbian forces searched for him and his downed 
aircraft. With an A-10 pilot serving as an on-scene 
airborne commander, a flight of two MH-53s and an 
MH-60 helicopter successfully executed the Search 
and Rescue (SAR) mission and extracted Colonel 
Zelko.

In the business portion of the meeting, Lt. 
Col. Gary Palmer, USAF (Ret), flight awards and 
scholarships officer, provided a recap of 4th Flight’s 
Daedalian JROTC Award program this past spring. We 
had 25 award requests from high schools in Maryland, 
Virginia, District of Columbia, and Pennsylvania. We 
had flight members volunteer to be award presenters 
at 18 of these ceremonies. Our volunteers find these 
ceremonies gratifying and are energized by hearing 
the exemplary accomplishments of rising senior cadets 
who receive the Daedalian JROTC Award. The attached 

photo depicts Col. 
Dick Guild, USAF 
(Ret), and Cadet 
Anjulina Abdon 
at the Arlington 
Career Center on 
May 14, 2019. 
Thank you to Gary 
for coordinating 
this program and to 
our flight members 
who volunteer their 
time to attend these 
award ceremonies. 

Col. Dick Guild, USAF (Ret) presented Cadet 
Anjulina Abdon with the Daedalian JROTC 

Award on May 14, 2019.

26th (Gateway) Flight
Belleville, Illinois

Story and Photo submitted by
Col. Woody Almind, USAF (Ret)

At our Wednesday, September 
meeting, the 26th “Gateway” Flight 
was honored to welcome former 
Vietnam Marine captain and author, 
Chuck Mansfield as our guest speaker. 
Chuck gave a very interesting and 
insightful presentation on his third 
book, VIETNAM: Remembrances of a 
War, which was published in 2018. The 
flight captain, Col. “Woody” Almind, 
USAF (Ret), was attending his USAFA 
35th reunion, so the 26th Gateway 
Flight treasurer, Col. Bob McDaniel, 
USAF (Ret), was acting flight captain 
for this meeting.

Chuck Mansfield was commissioned 
a second lieutenant in the U.S. Marine 
Corps Reserve upon graduation from 
the College of the Holy Cross on June 
8, 1966. Soon afterward, he reported to 
The Basic School in Quantico, Virginia, 
and graduated with Alpha Company, 
Class 1-67, in November 1966. 
After various training assignments 

in the U.S., he was promoted to first 
lieutenant, assigned to West Pac 
Ground Forces in July 1968 and later 
assumed command of a platoon of 100 
Marines in Communications Company, 
Headquarters Battalion, Third Marine 
Division, in Dong Ha, Vietnam. He 
returned to the U.S. on May 25, 1969, 
was promoted to captain and awarded 
the Navy Achievement Medal, the 
Vietnam Campaign Medal, the Vietnam 
Service Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal and the Combat Action 
Ribbon. 

Chuck has written four books, 
including VIETNAM: Remembrances of 
a War. His latest book, LEADERSHIP: 
In Action, Thought and Word, was 
published in June 2019.

Chuck was a big hit, and the 
members of the 26th Gateway Flight 
really enjoyed his highly informative 
presentation. Thanks again to Chuck on 
a job well done!

Former Marine, Chuck Mansfield, was the 
guest speaker at Gateway Flight’s September 

meeting.
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34th (S. P. Langley) Flight
Langley AFB, Virginia

Story and Photo submitted by
Col. Eric Theisen, USAF (Ret)

During the June luncheon, Flight 34 welcomed 
Taylor Thorson, a NASA research pilot from the 
Langley Research Center (LaRC) to talk about the 
flying activities at NASA Langley. A 1992 United 
States Naval Academy graduate, Taylor flew F/A-
18s in the Navy and accumulated over 2,500 flight 
hours. His degree is in mechanical engineering and 
he attended the Navy test pilot school. He received 
a master of science degree in aviation studies from 
the University of Tennessee and a master of arts in 
Strategic Studies from the Naval War College. Taylor 
retired in 2012 and has accumulated over 4,000 hours 
in various aircraft before joining NASA in 2015. 

Taylor gave us a fantastic presentation on the 
flight operations at the various NASA flight centers. 
He reviewed the LaRC history and an overview of its 
organization and facilities. As part of the Research 
Services Directorate, he supports the Aeronautics and 
Science Directorates. Among the aircraft currently 
operated at LaRC are the Dassault HU-25A Guardian; 
Beechcraft B200 King Air; Beechcraft UC-12B Huron; 
Cirrus SR22; Cessna 206H Stationair; Cessna LC40 
Columbia 300; and the Rockwell OV-10 Bronco. 

He described operations as “platform agnostic” 
-- they try to match the best platform to the research 
being done at the time, and install the applicable 
instruments/sensors to those platforms. His objective 

is to share platforms, sensors, and pilots among the 
various NASA centers to accomplish the mission.

Among the science missions are atmospheric 
research, chemistry investigations, earth science 
projects, and instrument/incubator development. 
Aeronautics missions include advanced air vehicle 
testing, airspace operations and safety, and UAV 
development. When using and developing payloads 
for a particular task, they find that many times they 
will be used for missions other than which they were 
developed. We learned that there is a lot more going on 
in flight ops at NASA than we realize!

Taylor Thorson, a research pilot from NASA, gave a very enlightening 
presentation to 34th Flight.

Story and Photo submitted by
Col. Dale Boggie, USAF (Ret)

18th (Mile High) Flight
Denver, Colorado

Just imagine for a moment that a family of four is 
off on a trip in their new airplane. Suddenly the father, 
who is piloting the plane, inexplicably has a heart attack 
and slumps over dead. The wife has no idea of how to 
fly, let alone land the plane and her young children are 
crying and wailing uncontrollably.

Fortunately, the father had bought an aircraft built 
by the Cirrus Company. He had briefed his wife what to 
do in such an emergency. She was able to make a radio 
call to relate her problem, stop the engine and reach up 
to pull a lever which deployed a huge parachute which 
lowered the entire airplane safely to earth.

Matt Carrington, a Cirrus tech rep, was our guest 
speaker on June 21, 2019 and said that to date 148 
people had been successfully saved by the Cirrus 
Airframe Parachute System. Since their founding 
in 1999 there are now 7,200 planes with that system 
installed. The company has grown to 1,400 employees 
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Kitty Hawk Flight has given out cadet flying 
scholarships since the late 1970s and was a leader in 
what has now evolved into the current day Daedalian 
Flying Training (DFT) program. Back in 1991, there 
was a tragic murder of one of our most valued and 
stalwart members, Col Sam Stokes. Sam was known 
as a good Samaritan who would do anything to help 
others. Sam was shot, gangland style, for his truck, 
wallet and clothes by a dishonorably discharged ex-
Marine while on a trip to Atlantic Beach to help a 
friend rebuild his hurricane-damaged beach house. The 

perpetrator was caught, five days later, trying to rob a 
bank while in possession of Sam’s truck and wearing 
Sam’s jacket and hat. Since that time, we have given 
out our DFT cadet scholarship in Sam’s name as a 
memorial. Until recent failing health, his wife Mary 
was asked to present the plaque at our meetings in 
memory of Sam. Mary passed away in September, 
closing this sorrowful chapter in our flight’s history. 
This year’s DFT  recipient is Cadet Ethan Anderson. 
He will receive his plaque and flight jacket at our 
January aircrew awards dinner.

Since 1998, Kitty Hawk Flight has given aircrew 
awards to the eight outstanding 4th FW and 916th 
ARW aircrew members as selected by their respective 
wing operations group commanders. Because of the 
success of this program, we have initiated a similar Col. Sam Stokes, USAF (Ret) and his wife, Mary.

Cadet Ethan Anderson looks thrilled to have just finished his solo flight as 
part of the Kitty Hawk Flight’s DFT program.

8th (Kitty Hawk) Flight
Goldsboro, North Carolina

Story and Photos submitted by
Lt. Col. Bill Algaier, USAF (Ret)

and they have customers in 60 countries around 
the world. The aircraft are built at a plant at their 
Headquarters in Duluth, Minnesota, and then sent to 
Tennessee for flight tests and delivery.

Fifteen years ago a new jet-powered plane was 
envisioned, as they say, “on a napkin”. It is now in 
production as the Vision Jet with the first delivery made 
in 2017. It is normally configured with four seats, but 
three other seats can be added for a total of seven seats. 
It is all composite construction, with a 3,200 pound 
gross weight and 1,350 pound payload rating. A jet 
engine is installed on top and aft of the cabin which 
gives it a cruising speed of 345 mph, a service ceiling 

of 31,000 feet, a cabin altitude of 8,000 feet, and a 
range of 1,275 miles. 

The Vision Jet has side-mounted flight controls and 
an auto throttle that will maintain whatever speed is set. 
It has a flight control system that will manage altitude 
and airspeed from after takeoff to a 200 foot landing 
approach at the destination airfield at the proper field 
elevation. It is certified for a Category-3 ILS approach 
and it has that trademark Cirrus Airframe Parachute 
System. They are currently producing one second-
version airplane per week priced at about $2.38 million, 
with a backlog of about 500 orders. 
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program with the 333rd Fighter Squadron “Lancers” and the 334th Fighter Squadron 
“Eagles,” the two fighter training units that are responsible for producing aircrews for 
the F-15E qualification course. The selection of the outstanding pilot and WSO is the 
purview of the respective squadron commanders. 

At our September meeting we were treated to an outstanding talk by the 4th Fighter 
Wing Commander, Col. Donn C. Yates. Colonel Yates told us about Operation Rapid 
Forge held this past July in Germany which tested USAF’s ability to operate in austere 
locations with expeditionary forces. He talked about interoperability with NATO 
forces and cross training our airmen to perform several functions -- like a security 
policeman being trained to load bombs and a cook being trained to pump fuel during an 
integrated combat turn. In some cases, personnel were trained to perform two or three 
tasks that were outside their specialty code. He also told us what he could about the 
two deployed squadrons, although he couldn’t discuss anything beyond unclassified. 
During the question and answer portion he gave his views on the pending F-15EX 
buy (about 80 aircraft), the pilot shortage problem, ops tempo concerns, new air-to-
ground weapons development and other issues which affect the combat Air Force. We 
appreciate Colonel Yates taking time from his busy schedule to give a very interesting 
talk.

Col. Donn Yates, 4th FW commander,  
spoke about some of the latest USAF 
capabilities and the larger aviation 

issues the Air Force is facing. 

Pictured at left, Maj. 
Jonathan Ice received the 
outstanding pilot of Class 
18-DBE. At the right, 1st 

Lt. Austin Graf received the 
outstanding WSO award. 

Lt. Col. Chris “Pepe” 
Auger (left) presented the 

plaques.

Story and Photos submitted by 
Lt. Col. David Froehlich, USAF (Ret)

27th (Sierra) Flight
Rocklin, California

Sierra Flight members started 2019 with more great 
luncheons and interesting presentations:

January’s speaker was Gary Dishman, who talked 
about his more than 35 years as both a Navy and 
(subsequently) civilian air traffic controller. His 
experiences were of particular interest to all of our 
flyers, most of whom spent many years in the crowded 
and increasingly regulated U.S. airspace. Really good 
stuff!

Our February guest was Rick Hatton, a former 
Marine F-4 driver, turned inventor and entrepreneur. 
His amazing post-military business was as the inventor, 
founder and co-owner of “10 Tanker Air Carrier,” 
the DC-10 fire-fighting aircraft and fleet which has 
revolutionized fire-fighting air battle weaponry! This 

was of particular interest 
to our members, most 
of who in 2018 watched 
Rick’s fleet continuously 
fly in and out of the former 
McClellan Air Force Base 
to fight the horrendous 
fires just a few klicks north 
of our neighborhood. A 
presentation on a subject 
very close to home and our 
hearts!

In March, two of our 
own, Col. Jim Wilson, USAF 
(Ret), and Lt. Col. Jerry 

A DC-10 fire-fighter douses a roof 
with chemicals during the 2018 

California wildfires.
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Glasser, USAF (Ret), gave an outstanding talk on their 
experiences flying the SR-71. These two “Blackbird” 
drivers presented great information and perspective 
about the world’s fastest aircraft, which for several 
decades “didn’t even exist”! Thanks to these gents for 
the super talk!

In April another of our own, Lt. Col. Bob Blanton, 
USAF (Ret), stepped up and gave a presentation about 
his experiences working with and for the FAA. Really 
great insight to the inner workings of a government 
agency that significantly affected our flying every day.

BG Robert Hipwell, USA (Ret), was our featured 
speaker for the May luncheon. The general had a long 
and distinguished Army career, including being the 
commander of the unit that captured and held Saddam 
Hussein until his execution -- interesting perspective! 

Most recently, General Hipwell has been very active 
in the support of veterans, including being the current 
commander of the United States Veterans-America 
(USV-A) and the president of the Board of Directors 
for our local community Veterans Stand Down. Truly 
decades of amazing public service.

June’s luncheon featured one of our own “Thud” 
drivers, Lt. Col. Al Allison, USAF (Ret), and he spoke 
about his 20-year career, 
especially detailing the 
missions he flew in the 
Thud in Vietnam. A great 
talk, and his stories took 
a lot of us back to Thud 
Ridge, the Northeast 
Railroad, and other “fun” 
Pack 6 destinations.

We took our two-month July/August break for 
the summer and are looking forward to some great 
meetings during the upcoming Fall.

BG Hipwell followed his outstanding military service with public service, 
particularly for miitary veterans.

Lt. Col. Al Allison, USAF (Ret), spoke to the flight in June about 
flying the Thud in Vietnam. Refueling during the war (as seen 

above) was critical to mission success.

Story and Photos submitted by 
CAPT Ray Copin, USCG (Ret)

22nd (Cascade) Flight
Tacoma, Washington

Continuing the flight’s emphasis 
on providing professional 
development topics for active duty 
airlift aviators of the 62nd Airlift 
Wing at McChord Field, our July 
meeting at the 7th Airlift Squadron 
featured the history and operations 
of Air America in Southeast Asia. 
To say that our speaker, Bob Nobles 
(pictured at left with 62nd Ops 
Group Commander, Col. Bobby 
Lankford), is highly credentialed 
to discuss this subject is a huge 

understatement. Bob is a commercial helicopter and 
fixed wing pilot who was highly decorated for service 
flying as a U.S. Army aviator in Vietnam before 
being assigned to Air America. Earlier he served in 
the Congo, and after Vietnam he operated in Iran and 
Central America. He is currently the president of the 
Air America Association. 

Air America was an American passenger and 
cargo airline that grew out of the 1946-1950 Civil Air 
Transport organization of Flying Tiger fame. From 
1950-1976, Air America was secretly owned and 
operated by the Central Intelligence Agency supplying 
and supporting covert operations in Southeast Asia 
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during the Vietnam War. Air America aircraft included 
the C-46, PC-6, DHC-4, C-130 and C-123 and four 
different helicopter models. Mr. Nobles shared 
many fascinating personal experiences while with 
Air America whose motto was “Anything, Anytime, 
Anywhere, Professionally.” Following this stimulating 
presentation, conversations continued in the squadron 
Heritage Lounge.

In August, the Flight held its annual golf tournament 
which, as usual, was a highly successful scholarship 
fund raiser.

Winners of the Cascade Flight 2019 Scholarship Fund Golf Tourney with Col. 
Lankford. From left, Captains Spencer Boone, Jack Savage, Robbie Russell and 

Mark Folchi. The matching shorts were quite a hit!

Story and Photos submitted by 
1st Lt. Alexandra Taylor, USAF

74th (Possum Town) Flight
Columbus, Mississippi

On Oct. 10, 2019, the Possum Town Flight of the 
Order of the Daedalians was honored to host the first 
meeting of the year with the theme “War Story”! Over 
35 members of the flight attended the monthly meeting 
including active duty and retired pilots. The meeting 
was called to order by the flight captain Col. Derek 
Stuart in the 37th Heritage Room. 

After welcoming ten 
new members to the 
flight and reciting the 
Pledge of Allegiance, 
our flight historian, 
Capt. Austin “Wonka” 
Carter, 37th FTS, 
read a passage about 
WWII fighter pilot 
and POW, Robert A. 
“Bob” Hoover. After 
taking care of new and 
old business, the floor 
was given to Col. Jim 
Prouty, USAF (Ret) 
and current T-38 sim 
instructor at CAFB for 
one of his very own 
captivating war stories. 
He relived his experience as a C-130 pilot during 
the Vietnam War, where he received a Distinguished 
Flying Cross for his heroics doing multiple assault 
landings, combat insertions and extractions, handling 
in-flight emergencies, and dodging enemy fire during a 

recently declassified event.
Colonel Prouty’s war stories reminded the young 

aviators in the room the importance of being sharp 
and ready in your MWS and allowed the experienced 
members to relate to their own tales of heroism. His 
stories of bravery, skill and determination to get the 
mission done had the audience on the edge of their 
seats. After the stories, members of the 74th socialized 
and shared highlights of recent events.

All members of the Possum Town Flight enjoyed 
hearing the aviation experiences from Colonel Prouty 
and others in the room, and appreciated the time and 
mentorship provided.

As is tradition, the evening concluded with a 
beautiful rendition of God Bless America by Capt. 
Gared “Budha” Chapman, 41st FTS. 

Possum Town Flight’s historian, Capt. 
Austin Carter, told attendees about Robert 

Hoover, WWII pilot and POW.

74th hosted a room full of aviators, past and present at the 
October meeting.
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In December 1966, I was TDY to Wheelus Air Base, Lybia. I was in the 401 TFW at Torrejon AB, Spain, on 
gunnery training. We were about to go on a three-ship gunnery mission. I was the lead. Jim Braser was number 
two and Bob Stowers was flying number three. Jim Brasier and I were old friends from our bachelor days at 
England AFB, Louisiana. We had the normal bet on who would score closest in dive bombing, rocket and strafing.

The first part of the mission was a low-level navigation route simulating an attack on a nuclear target. All 
went well on the low-level part which ended at the gunnery range. We started our gunnery training with the dive 
bombing. I had two normal runs and Jim Brasier was closer to the pylon in both cases. The next event was the 
high angle rockets. I dove on my first pass and fired. As I was pulling up in my recovery I had two fire warning 
lights come on. I immediately called to my wingman (Jim) to check the bottom of my aircraft. He called back, 
“Lead, you’re on fire.” I continued to climb and very shortly the engine began compressor stalling. This was when 
I decided to eject.

I pulled up the handles of the ejection seat and the canopy blew off. I then squeezed the triggers and the ejection 
catapult sent the seat flying out of the aircraft. As I was floating through the air, the lap belt exploded and released, 
opened and the seat kicker freed me from the seat.

 I was now floating in space waiting for the parachute to open. As time went by, I began to think of my training 
as a paratrooper; those jumps were static line jumps and the opening shock was felt fairly quickly. As I continued 
to free fall, I felt that something was wrong. I had failed to attach the seat snap with the lanyard to the “D” ring of 
the parachute which automatically pulled the “D” ring when the seat separation occurred.

The purpose of the dogchain attachment was to override the automatic opening system. This system allowed 
you to free fall to 10,000 feet before activation thereby avoiding a high altitude opening in ejections about 
10,000 feet. The sequence of altitude barometers would finally activate 
the parachute. The time it took for all those functions to occur wasn’t 
sufficient to open the chute at lower levels.

Now that I pulled the “D” ring, things were happening. I felt the 
opening shock of the canopy and my parachute was fully blossoming, 
I was floating down. The parachute pendulum swung once to the left 
and back to the right. The next swing I hit the ground - in one piece. 
ALIVE. The experience as a paratrooper saved my life. I think that if I 
had waited another two or three seconds, I would have hit the ground 
with an unopened parachute.

I gathered up my parachute as a good paratrooper would and 
a helicopter picked me up. I spent that night at the hospital under 
observation. The next night, Jim Brazier invited me to his home for 
dinner at which time I gave him this plaque (see photo to the right).

Paratrooper Training Paid Off
By: Lt. Col. John O. Edelblute, USAF (Ret)

The Daedalians inspire tomorrow’s military aviators 
and are proud to sponsor the Daedalian JROTC medal 
representing outstanding citizenship and excellence in 
academics.  If you live near a high school with a JROTC 
Program, you can get involved and sponsor this award.  
You can make a difference in these student’s lives by 
recognizing patriotism, love of country and service to 
our nation.  Other qualifications:

• Has indicated the potential and desire to pursue 
a military career.

• Ranks in the upper 10 percent of his or her 
JROTC class.

• Ranks in the upper 20 percent of his or her high 
school class

 Want to learn more about how you can get involved, contact national headquarters at 210-945-2111 or email 
info@daedalians.org
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MEMBERS: Flight e-mail addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!

FLIGHTS: Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249, or telephone (210) 
945-2111 or E-MAIL: membership@daedalians.org. 

4th (NAT’L CAPITAL) 
15th (MINUTEMAN) 
42nd (FIRST STATE) 
43rd (GARDEN STATE) 
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS) 

11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS 
 SKYHAWKS)

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
 A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)

national.capital.flight4@gmail.com...............................................Ft. Myer, VA
cbhma@me.com.............................................................................Belmont, MA
robert.drye.2@us.af.mil.....................................................................Dover, DE
c/o Dan Todd, 21 Northumberland Dr......................Eastampton, NJ 08060-3297
curtislg@fairpoint.net ..............................................................Portsmouth, NH

foundersflight@gmail.com.....................................................Montgomery, AL
garyb47@garrettc.com.............................................................Cocoa Beach, FL
PO Box 10001......................................................................Goldsboro, NC 27532
mdenkler31@gmail.com..............................................................Pensacola, FL
P O Box 65796...................................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665 
PO BOX 6554...............................................................Warner Robins, GA 31095
jfoster@flygpt.com.............................................................................Biloxi, MS
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com.............................................Fayetteville, NC
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net; mohairr@bellsouth.net...........Lake Park, GA
redunbar@cox.net..............................................................Ft. Walton Beach, FL
70thflt@gmail.com............................................................................Sumter, SC
danny.montplaisir@gmail.com..................................................Columbus, MS
droach@sc.rr.com......................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC
skip.sanders@us.af.mil............................................................Panama City, FL
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com...............................................Enterprise, AL
flight102atl@gmail.com.............................................................Woodstock, GA

falconflight11@gmail.com................................................Colorado Spring, CO
wwise364@comcast.net; jeffroy46@comcast.net...........................Aurora, CO
c/o Maj. Jack Schnurr, 1174 Vasi Way............................................North Pole, AK
goodellwf@comcast.net..................................................................Tacoma, WA
pminersprint@msn.com..............................................................Clearfield, UT
fcbum@aol.com; henrybishop@earthlink.net.............................Spokane, WA
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com........................................................Cheyenne, WY
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way....................................Boise, ID 83709
7025 Goddard Dr......................................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive....................Bozeman, MT 59715

travisdaedalians@outlook.com.....................................................Fairfield, CA
dvdbock@verizon.net................................................................Hawthorne, CA
OldPueblo12@gmail.com.................................................................Tucson, AZ
rich@wild-blue-yonder.com.........................................................San Diego, CA
fharsany@comcast.net..........................................................Albuquerque, NM
arnichols10@gmail.com....................................................................El Paso, TX

kurt.raffetto@reagan.com............................................Sacramento, CA
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net...................................................Riverside, CA
larryking381@comcast.net........................................................Merced, CA 
not_alone78@hotmail.com........................................................Wheatland, CA

56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON) 

 

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY) 
60th (FLYING TIGER)
63rd (APOLLO)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP) 
103rd (FORT HOOD)

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

28th (ALOHA)

Virtual Flight

PO Box 424................................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
skif16@yahoo.com...................................................................Las Vegas, NV
patretta@wbhsi.cm..................................................................Chandler, AZ
Col Michael Connolly, 3513 Lew Wallace Dr.........................Clovis, NM 88101

flt9membership@gmail.com......................................................Dayton, OH
homarice@gmail.com.............................................................Rapid City, SD
lemayflight16@gmail.com..........................................................Omaha, NE
john.almind.1@us.af.mil...........................................................Belleville, IL
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE..................Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134..........................................................Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon..............................................................Wichita, KS 67226 

 

stinsons.flight@gmail.com..................................................San Antonio, TX
23flight@gmail.com..............................................................Fort Worth, TX
texomaflight@gmail.com...................................................Wichita Falls, TX
rbutler456@aol.com.....................................................................Austin, TX
daedalianartravelers@gmail.com........................................Little Rock, AR
WileyPostFlight46@cox.net..........................................Oklahoma City, OK
chennaultflight@gmail.com.................................................Shreveport, LA
4501 62nd St..........................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414 
Lt Col Scott Allison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307............Laughlin AFB, TX 78840 
c/o Lt. Col. Charles Tosten, joe@lodrige.com.........................Alexandria, LA
ApolloFlightHouston@gmail.com............................................Houston, TX
PO Box 277.............................................................................Altus, OK 73522
PO Box 154567........................................................................Waco, TX 76715
P O Box 9012...........................................................................Enid, OK 73705 
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane......................Harker Heights, TX 76548

 
 

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012
 

 
rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com........................................................Honolulu, HI

communications@daedalians.org

NORTH EAST

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST

PACIFIC

SOUTH WEST

NORTH WEST

SOUTH EAST

HQ Contact Information:
Daedalians—P.O. Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249

 Phone Number: (210) 945-2111—FAX: (210) 945-2112
E-MAIL: communications@daedalians.org

Flight Info

             Daedalian Foundation   55



DOUBLE ACE
Lt. Col. James W. Brown, III, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Roger E. Carleton, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Charles Cheever, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Gen. Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Phillip C. Anderson, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Roger N. Anderson Sr., USAF (Ret)

MG Ronald K. “Andy” Andreson, USA (Ret)
Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Gary C. Christensen, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Brett M. Dula, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gail M. Edwards, USAF (Ret)
Col. Russel A. Everts, USAF (Ret)
Col. Neill R. Gruver, USAF (Ret)

Col. Eric E. Hastings, USMC (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.

Mr. James Michael Herrin
Lt. Col. Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Col. Douglas A. Joyce, USAF (Ret)

Brig. Gen. Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)

Col. Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)
Col. Raymond B. Kleber, USAF (Ret)
Col. Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Michael A. Nelson, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Gen. Teresa Marné Peterson, PhD, USAF (Ret)
Col. Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)

Col. Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Malcolm Rountree, USAF (Ret)

Col. David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)

Col. Daniel E. “Stump” Sowada, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Martin J. Stuart
Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)

ACE

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS

TRIPLE ACE
Maj. Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Col. James Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

Col. William R. Stewart, Jr., USAF (Ret)
MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

ACE OF ACES
Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)

Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges

Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)

Lt. Col. Michael Adam Buck, USAF (Ret) 
Capt. Brandon C. Carter, USAF

Mrs. Maureen DeFelice 
Brig. Gen. Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret) 

Capt. Thomas Gorry, USAF
Lt. Col. David H. Hartmann, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Laird Leavoy
Col. Peter S. Miner, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Christopher F. Nevins, ANG (Ret)
CW4 Jerry D. Osrem, USA (Ret)

Maj. Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)

Lt. Col. Karl A. Wheeler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John & Catherine Wright, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Les Leavoy Honor Circle
Mr. Laird Leavoy

The Daedalian Foundation is grateful for all our donors who contribute to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators. We 
recently updated our procedure for recognizing all donors. This new process has allowed us to identify past contributions 

and give more recognition to those who support our mission. Thank you to all of our generous donors.
Qualfications for each level are (cumulative totals):

Leavoy Honor Circle $50,000+ -- Ace of Aces $20,000+ -- Triple Ace $15,000+ -- Double Ace $10,000+ 
Ace $5,000+ -- Wing Commander Exemplar $2,000+ -- Wing Commander $1,000+ -- Squadron Commander $750+ 

Flight Leader $500+ -- Element Leader $250+ -- Pilot $100+ 

Mail gift to: The Daedalian Foundation, ATTN: Eagle Wing, PO Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249. 
Make checks payable to “The Daedalian Foundation.”

Eagle Wing
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WING COMMANDER

SQUADRON COMMANDER

Lt. Col. Lawrence Bush, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Ronald Butler, USAF (Ret)

Col. Lynn Carroll, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Richard Davis, USAF (Ret)

Col. John Dipiero, USAF (Ret)
Col. William Foster, USAF (Ret)

Col. Mark Fry, USAF (Ret)
Dr. Richard P. Hallion

Lt. Col. James Hetherington, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Stewart Jaehnig, USAF (Ret)
Col. William McGuth, USAF (Ret)

The following contributors have given donations 
which raised them to the next level. 

WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR

Brig. Gen. John R. Allen, USAF (Ret)
Col. Ford H. Barrett, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Robert Carnahan, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Chalmers Carr, Jr., USAF (Ret)

Col. Robert L. Faloon, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Robert E. Glesne, USAF (Ret)

Col Robert Herculson, Jr, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert A. Herris, USAF (Ret)

Mrs. Barbara J. Holland
Lt. Col. Otto Kanny, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Barney M. Landry
Col Lawrence F. McNeil, USAF (Ret)

Col. Randell S. Meyer, USAF (Ret)
Col. Warren J. Miller, USAF

Lt. Col. Samuel Munch, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj. Gen. John Schoeppner, USAF (Ret)

Col. Robert K. Strickland, USAF (Ret)

Col Oscar W. Agre, USAF (Ret) 
Maj. James C. Buehrig, USAF (Ret)

Col. George R. Dean, USAF
Maj. Gen. Hugh Forsythe, USAFR (Ret)

Col. James A. Heathcote, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Robert Hemphill, USAFR (Ret)
Col. Lewis M. Jamison, USAF (Ret)
Col. H. John Markulis, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. David Murray, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Allen Roger Nichols, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Alan Strzemieczny, USAF (Ret)
LTC Charles H. Wimberly, USA (Ret)

ELEMENT LEADER

FLIGHT LEADER
Col. James E. Ackert, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Harold R. Alston, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Ira M. Bakken, CIV

Maj. Gen. Roy Bridges, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Harry C. Debruhl, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Leif R. Dunn, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret)

Capt. Thomas A. Gorry, USAF
Brig. Gen. R. G. Head, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Kevin C. Krisinger, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Sam Michaels

Lt. Col. Roy C. Pursche, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Hanson L. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. George J. Siracuse, USAF (Ret)

LtCol Robert Sproul, USMCR (Ret)
Lt. Col. Marvin A. Starn, USAF (Ret)

Col. Jere T. Wallace, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Robert R. Webster, USAF (Ret)
Col. James L. Wilson, USAF (Ret)

Col. David D. Brandt, USAF (Ret)
Gen. Michael P. Carns, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. John S. Connors, USAF (Ret)
Col. Henry Eagle, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Gen. John F. Gonge, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. C. Gene Gulick, USAF (Ret)

Col. Wayne H. Jones, USAF (Ret)
Col. Gordon D. Kage, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Richard Kianka, USAF (Ret)
Col. Stanley O. Klepper, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Ralph D. Marshall, USAF
Lt. Col. James D. Millar, USAF (Ret)

Col. John L. Milton, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Patrick O’Connor, USAF (Ret)

LtCol Nelson F. Paler, USMC (Ret)
Lt. Col. Robert Schwartz, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Stephen Slivinski, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joseph Sullivan, USAF (Ret)

PILOT
Maj. Kenneth F. Andrews, USAF (Ret)

Col. John R Bremer, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Joshua Aaron Brown, USAF
Col. Hayes R. Bryan, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Brandon Craig Carter, USAF
Col. Don. O. Christian, USAF (Ret)

Ms. Lisa Day
Lt. Col. Sharon P. Dunlap, USAF (Ret)

Col. Lester E. Eklund, USAF (Ret)

Mr. James M. Endy
Nancy Fasic

Lt. Col. Kent M. Gibson, USAF (Ret)
Ms. Elizabeth Himmel

Col. Raymond F. Hunter, USAF (Ret)
Col. Michael J. Kenna, USAF (Ret)

Col. Mark F. Loos, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John M. Lowery, USAF (Ret)

Norman Nadeau

Lt. Col. James E. Perrin, USAF (Ret)
Col. Frank A Pickart, USAF (Ret)

Col. Edward H. Riebesehl, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Ivan Jerry Singleton, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gordon D. Smith, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col James L. Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col Harvey M. Smith, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Gen. Robert Tanguy, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lawrence R Verrochi, USAF

Eagle Wing

A complete list of Eagle Wing donors may be found on the Daedalian website.
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Headquarters received notification of the following Daedalians who have taken 
their final flight. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends.

ISS037 image of a sunset in orbit (nasa.gov)

In Memoriam

Maj. Gen. Thomas A. Aldrich, USAF (Ret)
COL Michael G. Ball, USA (Ret)

Col. William A. Barnes, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Wayne D. Bradley, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Richard I. Brubaker, USAF (Ret)
Mr. George F. Buchkowski

Maj. Oscar M. Bushwar, USAF (Ret)
Col. James E. Callahan, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Eddie J. Courtney Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Carl B. Crumpler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Clenet R. Ellis, USAF (Ret)
Col. Philip W. Handley, USAF (Ret)

Col. Jack H. Harper, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Duane C. Hedahl, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Robert E. Heffernan, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Homer L. Holman USMC, (Ret)

Lt. Col. Bobby W. Jackson, USAF (Ret)
Mr. David L. Johnston

Col. Roy W. King USAF, (Ret)
Col. Robert C. Kirk USAF, (Ret)

CW4 Peter L. Levesque, USA (Ret)
Col. Bruce G. MacLennan, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Robert J. McCreary
LTC Robert K. Merrill, USA (Ret)

Col. Raymond J. Merritt, USAF (Ret)

Col. Albert E. Motley, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Paul A. Nicholas, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Gen. Peter W. Odgers, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Edward J.C. Orbock, USAF (Ret)

Mr. John W. Payne
LTC James T. Pearlman, USA (Ret)
Col. Robert S. Phillips, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. David K. Pitman, USAF (Ret) 
Lt. Col. Everett T. Raspberry, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. James M. Roach, USAF (Ret)
Col. Walter W. Robbins, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James B. Ross, USAF (Ret)

Col. Lawrence M. Rouse Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Louis C. Setter, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Roy D. Simmons, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Asa M. Stackhouse, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. William A. Steele, USAF (Ret)
Col. James E. Steinmiller, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Charles C. Stewart Jr.
Col. Homer T. Terry, USAF (Ret)

Brig. Gen. Ernest R. Webster, USAFR (Ret)
Col. George E. Wheeler, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Lee W. White, USAF (Ret)

Col. Thomas W. Whitlock, USAF (Ret)
Maj. John A. Williams, USAF (Ret)

A life that touches others goes on forever.
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In Memoriam

Daedalians Membership Application

Please share this application with a fellow aviator. We consider the recommendation of our members to be the best 
recruiting tool. Don’t forget to include your name in the “referred” by block.

Contact Information

First Name ______________________  MI _____  Last Name __________________________

Mailing Address ________________________________________

City _________________________  State _____  ZIPCode __________________

Email address ______________________________@____________________

Phone: (home) __________________________Primary  (Cell) ___________________Primary

Personal Information

Birthdate  _______________________  Callsign/Nickname __________________

Military Service Information

Rated Category _________________ Service ____________  

Rank ____________  Retired         Yes           No

Aircraft Flown ________________________________________________________________

Do you prefer a paper copy of the Daedalus Flyer magazine?        Yes             No

Referred by: _____________________________________

Annual dues are $45 plus a one-time initiation fee of $45 (total $90). Checks made payable to Daedalians 
should be mailed to PO Box 249, Universal City, TX 78148-0249.

Direct any questions to membership@daedalians.org or call 210-945-2111. Headquarters offices are 
open Monday-Thursday 8 am-4 pm or Friday 8 am to noon.

Version 2019.1 (daedapp_2019.docx)
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