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Founder Members; (4) Honorary Members—a distinguished person not otherwise eligible for membership.
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Letters to the Staff
This section of the Flyer is in response to the many 
comments, questions and suggestions that Daedalian 
HQ receives on a monthly basis. Please continue to 
send input via email to communications@daedalians.
org.
 

Correction: Many of our members quickly point-
ed out that the captions on pages 48-49 incorrect-
ly identified the aircraft. I apologize for this error 
and appreciate the astute eyes of our readers. The 
aircraft Major Clayton is preparing to board is an 
F-100. The helicopter performing the rescue extrac-
tion is probably a USMC Chinook, based on read-
er feedback. Although very few actual photos of a 
rescue are available, John Lowery wanted to give 
readers a representation of the harrowing feat each 
was. Thanks to everyone who commented on this 
article.

Debbie Landry
Editor

 

We asked members how they heard of the 
Daedalians and/or what they want to get out of the 
organization. Below are just a few of the comments:

I was invited to join when I was assigned to 19th Air 
Force at Randolph years ago. I am getting close to re-
tirement and would like to establish avenues to stay 
in touch with the Air Force community while giving 
back.

Col. Daniel Nielsen Jr., USAF
 

The Fall 2018 Flyer was well crafted. Nicely done.
Capt. Ray Copin, USAF (Ret)

Grew up hearing off and on about the Daedalians and 
finally have time/a more predictable schedule to par-
ticipate. I hope to learn from past aviators experiences 
& seek camaraderie common in flying units (since I’m 
not currently in a flying unit). 

Maj. Katherine Seidl, USAF
 
An opportunity to network with some great Americans. 

Maj. Brent Byng, USAF
 

My son-in-law is a Daedalian and has nominated me 
for membership. I would like to perpetuate the legacy 
of WW I founding member John B. Reis # 5158. I per-
formed Navigator duties on USAF EC-121 Constella-
tion and KC-135 tankers for SAC. 

Steve Reis

Knew about Order of Daedalians since High School 
AFJROTC. Looking to prepare for retirement and con-
tinue contact with prior military aviators.

Lt. Col. Thomas Kisio, USAF 

What a great magazine, could not put it down.
Lt. Col. Charlie Baumann, USAF (Ret)

I just got back from the Air Force museum at Wright 
Patt and I must go forward with a life membership. 
Suggest an article about it in the magazine. It is the 
best aviation museum on the planet.

Lt. Col. Kent Gibson, USAF (Ret)

Looking forward to being part of this distinguished 
aviation society.

Tim Pinkney

Front: Programs Collage

The photo collage on the front cover is only a snap-
shot of the myriad programs of the Daedalians. All 
photos were taken by Daedalians at the flight level and 
shared with headquarters. 

About the covers
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REUNIONS

The Distinguished Flying Cross Society 
Biennial Reunion

“Celebrating 100 Years of American Air Power” 
Dayton/Fairborn, Ohio
15-19 September 2019
POC: Warren Eastman

760-985-2810
weastman@dfcsociety.org

To have a reunion published in the Flyer, 
send all applicable details including 

POC name and phone number to commu-
nications@daedalians.org no later than 

two quarters ahead of the event.

The Daedalian Store
The Daedalian Store can be found on our website at: daedalians.org by selecting Store in the top menu. A 
variety of items are available from both the national headquarters and several Daedalian flights. Flights in-
terested in selling items on this page are asked to email their request to communications@daedalians.org or 
write to Daedalians, P.O. Box 249, JBSA-Randolph, TX 78148-0249. Shown below are two of our newest 
additions. 

Emblem Lapel Pin
1 inch wide by 1.25 

inches high with butter-
fly clip 
$10.00Logo Lapel Pin

2 inches wide, 1 inch high 
$10.00

 41st MAS/ALS
9-11 May 2019

Charleston AFB, South Carolina
POC: John Mentavlos

843-937-8001 / 337-0515
johnmentavlos@att.net

2019 F-106 All Troops Reunions
3-7 April 2019

Tucson, Arizona
POC Bob Kwiecinski
bobski9933@aol.com

https://www.f-106deltadart.com/

USAF UPT Class 70-07 50th Reunion
(Willie: Good Grief and Schatzi) 

Dubuque , Iowa 
5-7 September 2019
POC: Steve Hardie

sfhardie62@gmail.com
563-556-8982
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Lt. Gen. Douglas Owens, USAF (Ret)
National Commander

COMMANDER'S PERSPECTIVE

Volabamus Volamus

The view from the cockpit of an aircraft never gets 
old, but sometimes we can take things for granted. 
I’m sure we’ve all felt that way about something 
that’s part of our lives, whether it’s the privilege to 
serve as a military aviator or our association with the 
Daedalians. Reliable, trustworthy, honorable – our 
fraternal order comes as second nature to most of us.

But when you take a look at this issue of the 
magazine, I believe you’ll agree that the Daedalians 
are so much more than our singular perspectives. 
The numbers speak for themselves.  There have 
been 84 scholarships so far in 2018 with a total of 
3,276 students receiving Daedalian support since the 
foundation began.  There are 61 Daedalian programs, 
an ever-growing list of national and service-level 
awards, numerous communication products, our 
ongoing efforts to preserve our heritage, and so 
much more. When you stand back and look at the big 
picture, you can’t help but be proud of what we’re 
accomplishing. 

The diversity of all these facets keeps us relevant, 
and in today’s fast-moving society, that’s no small feat. I encourage you all to take this issue of the Daedalus Flyer, 
whether your paper copy or on your laptop, and take some time to read through it. Get out of your Daedalian 
comfort zone and broaden your knowledge of what we’re doing for today’s – and tomorrow’s – military aviators. 

If our Founder Members had been satisfied with status quo, if they had been complacent and not taken chances 
with some way out-of-the-box thinking, we would not be here today, enjoying the benefits of living in the greatest 
country in the world. As we move forward into 2019 and beyond, spread your wings and see what today’s 
Daedalians are all about. And enjoy that view from the cockpit each and every time.

The view that never gets old. (Photo by: Debbie Landry, 10/18/2015)
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From the Desk of 

The Executive Director

Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director

Volabamus Volamus

The sky is blue and there is a distant propeller hum 
coming from deep within the clouds. The small boy looks 
skyward, ignoring the sunbeams blinding his view. His 
loyal dog also looks upward. The dream of flying……

Through the years, we have shared stories with you 
about students who had that dream and made it happen, 
but it came with help--help from programs run by the 
Daedalians. In this issue of the magazine, I hope you 
will learn more about the impact Daedalians have on the 
future of aviation as well as the things we do relevant to 
today’s military aviators.

•  An organization so important to the history of aviation that the Smithsonian holds the Daedalians on the Wall 
of Honor (Location: Foil: 26 Panel: 2 Column: 1 Line: 11). 
• A group so relevant to advancing military aviation that Daedalians were asked to discuss significant 
improvements to future pilot training with the USAF Innovations Team at JBSA- Randolph in July and August 
of 2018. 
•  A foundation so powerful that over 3,000 students have received scholarships and over 250 young men and 
women have learned to fly and experienced the thrill of solo flight. 

As you read about the growing number of programs and learn about ways you might want to get involved, 
please know that the staff at the headquarters is here to answer questions and assist you.

A few other things to note: ballots are on the way to every Daedalian. Please take the time to fill out your 
ballot and return in the enclosed envelope. Dues will no longer be collected by Jan. 1 of each year. The bylaws 
were changed in November 2017 so that this fall, we will start dues reminders in the month of your membership 
anniversary. You will continue to get your annual ballot at the end of the year just like you have in years past, but 
dues notifications will go out in your legacy celebration month. 

 
For many young members like Maj. Catherine Nelson, who received a Daedalian ROTC scholarship in 2007, 

graduated UPT in 2010 and became a Daedalian in 2014, these programs are key milestones in their preparation to 
fly for our nation.  We are honored to have thousands of scholarship recipients like Major Nelson, plus hundreds 
of DFT graduates, who now serve selflessly.

Young Dick Cole, who flew in the lead B-25 on the Doolittle Raid, 
dreams of his aviation future in this adapted drawing by Milt Caniff.
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National Awards – Safety 
Admiral James S. Russell Naval Aviation Flight Safety Award 

Brigadier General Carl I. Hutton Memorial Award
Major General Benjamin D. Foulois Memorial Award

Brigadier General Frank P. Lahm Memorial Award for Flight Safety
Lt. General Allen M. Burdett, Jr. Army Aviation Flight Safety Award

Admiral John H. Towers Flight Safety Award

National Awards – Excellence in Aviation
Lieutenant General Harold L. George Civilian Airmanship Award 

United States Coast Guard Exceptional Aviator Award
United States Air Force Exceptional Aviator Award

United States Army Exceptional Aviator Award
United States Navy Exceptional Aviator Award

United States Marine Corps Exceptional Aviator Award 

National Awards – Active Duty – Education and Training
General Muir S. Fairchild – Educational Achievement Award

Harmon Award – Top Graduate at the Air Force Academy
AETC Commanders Award

Orville Wright Achievement Award
*Col Thomas Tredici Top Graduate Award – Flight Surgeon School, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio 
*Daedalian Distinguished Graduate Award – Army Captain’s Career Course, Ft. Rucker, Alabama

*Daedalian Distinguished Graduate Award –RPA School, JBSA-Randolph, Texas
*Captain Robert E. Mitchell Memorial Top Graduate Award – Flight Surgeon School, NAS Pensacola, Florida

*Top Combat Systems Officer Award – NAS Pensacola, Florida
*Top Graduate of the Navy’s Advanced Helicopter Training Program – NAS Pensacola, Florida

*Top Graduate Naval Flight Officer – NAS Pensacola, Florida

National Awards – Service Awards
Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe Memorial Trophy – Daedalian Weapons System Award

Major General Warren R. Carter Readiness Trophy – Daedalian Logistics Readiness Award
Major General Clements McMullen Weapon System Maintenance Award

General Curtis E. LeMay Services Award
Major General Eugene L. Eubank Services Award

National Awards – Recognition for Aviation Advocacy
Daedalian Distinguished Achievement Award

Joe Foss Award for Excellence
Daedalian Citation of Honor

Doolittle Awards for Daedalian Flights

Our Objectives – Our Programs
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Scholarships
ROTC Scholarships

Egan Mentoring Scholarships
Keller Scholarship

Colonel John D. Hedges Memorial Scholarship
Matching Scholarships

*New Aviator Recruiting Scholarship
Spencer Scholarships

Descendant Scholarships
Foundation Sponsored Scholarships

Educate Americans to the advantages of Air and Space Power
*Air Power Blog

“Aviator” monthly newsletter
“Daedalus Flyer” quarterly magazine

*Virtual Flight – Odyssey Flight 

Promote the rewards of a career in military aviation to young Americans
Daedalian Flying Training – Les Leavoy

Daedalian Flying Training – Tex Hill
Daedalian JROTC Achievement Medals

Support the National Flight Academy – Daedalian Room, NAS Pensacola Florida
Support Air Camp - Dayton, Ohio

*Mentorship and Development
*CAP/STEM education in schools

Honor the Legacy of our Founder Members and all who have flown in defense of our Nation
Daedalian Flights support annual recognition for the pioneers of military aviation

*Museum
*Heritage Preservation Project

Founder Research
*Green and Gold Connect - Veterans Day

Supporting the Community
*Flight Commander Forum

Memorial Ceremonies and Wreath Laying
Daedalian Flight Community Awards 

Daedalian Library

*Indicates a program that started since 2016
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Meet one of the people who makes the programs happen… 

Several of the staff work on the many programs managed at the Daedalian Headquarters. Annette Crawford 
handles some of the legacy projects, Air Power Blog, monthly “Aviator” newsletter, website, and other 

communications programs while Debbie Landry edits our Daedalus Flyer. The bulk of Daedalian programs is 
handled by our program manager Kristi Cavenaugh. Kristi runs all the National Awards (Safety, Excellence in 
Aviation, Education and Training, Service, Aviation Advocacy) and scholarships. She works with board members 
and other volunteers to ensure Daedalian representation at all award ceremonies. She arranges shipment of tro-
phies, plaques and citations as well as letters of congratulations. She works with different commands to request 
award winner names and set up dates of presentations. On top of all that, she keeps track of scholarship requests 
from flights, national level scholarships, and sponsorship of the programs. Without Kristi, none of the great works 
of the Daedalians would reach their intended recipients. If you have ever called the headquarters, you know her 
southern drawl and her charming personality and you know she is a “can do” person.

I first met Kristi at a high school function for our respective daughters. It was clear that she was there to work 
and get things done. Once she became a Daedalian employee, she adopted a love of the Daedalian mission and all 
that she does. Initially she worked part-time for the foundation as the scholarship secretary. Upon retirement of 
Mrs. Cathy Bellion, who was a full-time staff secretary, Kristi took on both positions and became a full-time em-
ployee. In 2016, Kristi was promoted to Program Manager. Since her promotion, nine new awards have come on 
board recognizing aviators in many of the new categories of membership. She does it all with accuracy and speed. 

All of that should be enough to keep Kristi busy, but 
when something pops up and must be taken care of 
immediately, she is always willing to step in and help 
the rest of the staff.

Part of the fun of working with Kristi is her moti-
vation. She has a natural energy that keeps everything 
running like clockwork but more importantly, each of 
the staff members sees her as a friend. While it is true 
that food brought into the office can bring an extra 
smile to her face, she is just as generous with bring-
ing things in to share. Her kindness doesn’t end with a 
full plate of goodies; she loves what she does.

Because she has been involved with scholarships 
for over nine years, she often sees scholarship recipi-
ents becoming winners of the AETC Commander’s 
Trophy or earning recognition as Orville Wright 
Award winners. She gets very excited when this hap-
pens and can’t wait to share it with staff and board 
members. She is proud that success by young aviators 
demonstrates the value of the many Daedalian pro-
grams she manages.
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10TOP

2 CAMARADERIE

This monthly e-newsletter includes news 
about Daedalian accomplishments, aviation 
heritage, and updates on our philanthropic 
efforts regarding scholarships, Daedalian 
Flying Training and JROTC.

An exchange of articles about airpower 
representing all services and other applicable 
civilian agencies. Readers are encouraged 
to submit their own articles and comment on 
stories as well.

We honor those who served in World War I by tying a 
new member to one who flew first in defense of our 
nation. No other aviation community carries their history 
back to World War I aviation in such a personal way. 
Every named member carries forth the legacy of these 
pilots. Your named membership will be forever entwined 
with this rich heritage.

We are a professional organization 
of military aviators. Members are of 
one spirit of familiarity to the world of 
military aviation and there is trust that 
exists between us.

1 RICH HERITAGE

3 PHILANTHROPY 4 RECOGNITION

6 LOCAL FLIGHTS5 MENTORING

8 DAEDALUS FLYER7 VIRTUAL FLIGHT

10 AVIATOR9 AIRPOWER BLOG

BENEFITS 
OF BEING A 

DAEDALIAN

Daedalians have a concern for human welfare and 
advancement. The Daedalian Foundation sponsors 
scholarship and flying training programs as well as 
awards at the high school level. Each generation 
inspires a new generation of military aviators within 
their own community.

Daedalians take pride in sponsoring 
awards for exceptional active duty 
aviators, safety, education and 
training, service, weapon systems and 
advocacy. These awards showcase 
deserving outstanding work.

Daedalians promote the rewards of a career 
in military aviation to young Americans and 
mentor those who are fresh in their careers. 
Giving back to the professional community 
raises the profile and stature of our members.

Local chapters, known as flights, exist for 
sharing experiences, networking and community 
involvement. There are one-of-a-kind events built 
around learning and engagement, and staying 
abreast of military aviation developments.

For members who don’t have the time, ability 
or proximity to a local flight to attend traditional 
meetings, this online page offers an interactive 
look at aviation with activities designed to keep 
Daedalians in the loop.

Our quarterly magazine is designed to 
educate readers about military missions and 
airpower, advocacy, heritage and celebrate 
the successes of Daedalian programs. 
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To understand how a Daedalian gets a membership number requires an understanding of how the numbers 
came to be. Sit back, sip your beverage of choice and get ready for some great Daedalian history. 

All World War I pilots who served in the U.S. military prior to Armistice Day, Nov. 11, 1918, are now considered 
founding members, even though they may not have officially joined the Order of Daedalians at the time. That was 
not always the case. When the organization was first formed in 1934, pilots who were rated prior to Armistice Day 
had to sign up to join. With many pilots returning from the war to their homes across the nation, the organization 
grew slowly. Since their goal was to have an agency that would always remember their deeds, they made quite a 
few changes in the early years. To know where your Daedalian number came from, here is a brief timeline about 
how the membership changed.

1934 - Daedalians begin.
1942 - Junior membership – one son of a Daedalian who was on active duty.
1948 - Honorary membership considered for military pilots who died during the war years. Founders decide 

to recognize the deceased pilots as founding members.
1950 - WWI pilots who had separated from the military after the war were now eligible to join.
1950 - More than one male family member can join; the membership was now called Hereditary.
1953 - Named membership opened up to all active duty and retired military pilots. 
1976 - Reserve officers added.
1978 - Separated officers added.
2001 - Warrant Officers and WASPs added.
2016 - Expanded rated categories added (navigators, remotely piloted aircraft pilots, combat systems officer/

weapons system officer, naval flight officer, flight surgeons, astronauts, and air battle managers).

A Daedalian History Lesson
By: Maureen DeFelice

This photo of the original founder members can be seen in Daedalian Headquarters.
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Since the focus of the Order of Daedalians is to honor the men who first flew in defense of the nation during 
time of war, that is the essence of what we represent today. We are the only organization that has the entire list of 
all WWI pilots available online and we honor all of them. That fact alone sets Daedalians apart. The 35 Charter 
Members who started the Daedalians, did so to keep the memory alive of every one of those pilots, nation above 
self. It is impossible to put enough emphasis on this. They were daredevils, pioneers and patriots. Bold and 
honorable men, they wanted to be remembered and they wanted those who served with them to be remembered. 

To keep their records organized, the Daedalians used a numbering system to track their membership. The 
Charter Members took numbers 1 through 35. As men joined, they added on each number respective to the time 
they joined. Raymond R. Brown was the first non-Charter Member to join the Daedalians so he is member #36. 

Eventually time and distance kept other WWI 
pilots from joining, but each pilot was still assigned 
a number. Searching for and adding new founders to 
the list did not end until the early 2000s. As a new 
WWI pilot was discovered, he was assigned a number 
and added to the list. If there were several names 
uncovered at one time, they were added alphabetically. 
The proof of service and rating are kept in a file safe 
at the national headquarters. The original list showed 
14,171 founders, however, there were duplications. 
Col. Bill Stewart, known fondly as the keeper of 
Daedalian history, initiated the electronic conversion 
of the list in 2005. When the list was reviewed and 
completed as an electronic list without duplication, 

the number of Founder Members came to 14,168, where it stands now.
In 1954, the Founder Members allowed non-WWI pilots to join with the idea that this would perpetuate the 

love of country they all felt as Daedalians. It was hoped that their deeds as first to fly in defense of the nation 
would be remembered. When Named Members were added, they were assigned the number of a WWI pilot whom 
they would honor. They were not allowed to select their Founder Member to perpetuate because it was feared that 
everyone would pick the more famous pilots. So, each founder’s last name was used that was as close as possible 
to the new Named Member’s, and if possible, close to the same first name. 

As time went on, there were many founders 
with unusual names who never had anyone to 
perpetuate them. As we realized many founders did 
not have someone honoring their legacy, the policy 
changed, and each new member was assigned to a 
founder regardless of the name connection. While 
no founder shall have more than two names listed 
to perpetuate their membership, there are some 
unique circumstances where an entire family may all 
perpetuate the same founder, particularly when it is 
Hereditary Members.

By 2013, all Founding Members had at least one 
member perpetuating their name. That was a great 
victory to honoring our WWI heroes. While the limit 
now is two Named Members for each founder, it would 
be great if there were so many Named Daedalians that 
the organization increased the number to three Named Members for each Founder Member.
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Maj. Gary Adams, USAF 
CPT Richard Akre, USA (Ret)

Lt. Col. Blane A. Armstrong, USAF 
Capt. Daniel Armstrong, USAF 

2nd Lt. Joshua D. Atencio, USAF 
Lt. Col. David D. Baldessari, USAF 

Lt. Col. Joseph Barbare, USAF 
Lt. Col. Nelson P. Bennett, USAF 

Col. Keith A. Betsch, USAF 
Col. Allan C. Blaisdell, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Stormy Boudreaux III, USAF 
Lt. Col. David C. Bowling, USAF 

Lt. Col. David D. Broadwater, USAFR 
Maj. Eric Browning, USAF 

Maj. Brent Byng, USAF 
GEN Patrick T. Carey, USA (Ret)

Col. Ronald B. Childers, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John Clune, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Braden M. Coleman, USAF 

Col. Stephen R. Cornish, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Mark Cowan, ANG (Ret)

Lt. Col. Jeffrey M. D’Ambra, USAF 
Lt. Col. Brian S. Davis, USAF 
COL Jakie Ray Davis, ARNG 

Lt. Col. Stephan DeHaas, USAF 
Col. William Denham, USAF 

Lt. Col. John Donoghue, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Travis Doto

Col. Charles Dumas, USAF (Ret)
Capt. Todd R. Dyer, USAF 

1st Lt. David B. Easson Jr., USMC 
Col. David F. Ellis, USAF 

2nd Lt. Theodore M. Ellis, USAF 
LT Stuart Evans, USN 

2nd Lt. Christopher A. Fischer, ANG 
1st Lt. Ryan M. Fischer, USAFR 

Lt. Col. William Frey, USAF (Ret)
Col. Mark Fuhrmann, USAF 

Lt. Col. Larry E. Gardner, USAF 
Maj. David L Garrison, USAF 

1st Lt. Edwin S. Gloyna, USAF 
Lt. Col. Patrick A. Goodman, USAF 

CDR Walt Goudy, USN (Ret)
Col. Debra Gray, USAF (Ret)

Ms. Carol Green 
Lt. Col. Jason R. Greenleaf, USAF 

Maj. Mark Hancock, USAF 
Maj. Andrew Harkreader, USAF (Ret)

Capt. Jeffrey Thomas Heal, USAF 
Col. Brian Hill, USAF 

Lt. Col. Michael Hinsch, USAF (Ret)
ENS James T. Hoofnagle, USN 

Maj. Andrew Hunt, USAF 
Lt. Col. Debra Jane Johnson, USAFR 

Col. Vincent T. Jovene JR., USAF 
Lt. Col. Maurice Kidney, USAFR 

Lt. Col. Thomas Kisio, USAF 
LCDR Mikal Kissick, USN 

Maj. Bruce H. Klein, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt. Joshua Komyathy, USAF 

Capt. Mike Krenek, USAF 
Col. Kent D. Lambert, USAF 
1st Lt. David Lawson, USAF 
Capt. Johnatan Lee, USAF 

1st Lt. Ryan D. Lofswold, USMC 
Capt. George Lycan, USMCR 

Col. Paul Lyman, USAF 
CAPT Richard Masica, USN 
MAJ Ryan McDonald, USA 

Col. James R. McFeeters, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Benjamin T. McKenzie, USAF 

Lt. Col. Gregory Miller, USAF 
Lt. Col. Max Moore, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Clifford Moriarty, USAF 

Col. Robert Nance, USAF 
Lt. Col. Robert Nichols Jr., USAF 
Col. Daniel S. Nielsen Jr., USAF 
Maj. Timothy O’Connell, USAF 

Lt. Col. Douglas Opersteny, USAF (Ret)
Maj. Ashish Patel, USAF 

LT Douglas B. Perry, USNR 
LTC Keye E. Perry Jr., USA 

CW3 Mark Pfluger, USA 
2nd Lt. Ryan S. Phaneuf, USAF 

CAPT Tim Pinkney, USN 
Col. Charles E Pugh, USAF (Ret)

LT Joshua Regnaud, USN 
Capt. Steve Reis, USAF 

Maj. Robbin Riester, USAF 
Lt Col. Joshua Rogers, USAF 

Capt. Louis Rogers, USAF 
Maj. Richard R. Ross, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Marc Sasseville, USAF 

1st Lt. David Schur, USAF 
Maj. Katherine Seidl, USAF 
LTJG Eric M. Simon, USN 

LTC Cory R. Smith, USA (Ret)
2nd Lt. Jeremy A. Smythers, USAF 
Lt. Col. Thomas Spear, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Thomas P. Stack, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gus J. Stathis, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Richard Stocker, USAF 
Col. Eugene T. Taylor, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Raymond Thomas Jr.
Mr. William L. Thompson
Maj. Kyra Trask, USAF 

Brig. Gen. Edward Vaughan IV, USAF 
Capt. N. Leigh Vaughan, ANG (Ret)

Lt. Col. Mark A. Warack, USAF 
Maj. Christian Ward, USAF (Ret)

Capt. Jason Ward, USAF 
LCDR J. Phillip Webb, USN (Ret)

Maj. Christopher Weed, USAF 
CW4 Sandford Weiler Jr., USA (Ret)

Lt. Col. John C. Wilhie Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj. Danny L. Williams, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Lawrence R. Wolffis, USAF 

Lt. Col. Reid J. Wynans, USAF

New/Rejoining Daedalians
Congratulations to the following Daedalians who joined or renewed their membership between July and September 2018.

Welcome
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An important part of our Daedalian mission is to “honor those who flew and fly in defense of our nation.” Daedalian 
objectives include supporting the Total Force, honoring the legacy of our Founder Members, promoting the rewards of 
a career in military aviation, and recognizing exceptional performance by military aviators. The Daedalian education 
and training awards support these goals.

The Orville Wright Achievement Award (OWAA) is presented quarterly to the number-one graduate of Specialized 
Undergraduate Pilot Training (SUPT) from across the Air Force. The Navy also awards the OWAA twice each year.
Daedalians can be especially proud that the 2017 third-quarter winner was 2nd Lt. Collin Goodman, who earned a 
Daedalian matching scholarship in 2014, thanks to 27th Flight in Sacramento, California. Collin is now flying the 
A-10. The Order of Daedalians AETC Commander’s Trophy goes to the top graduate of each SUPT class. Lieutenant 
Goodman also won this award, and in August of this year, 2nd Lt. Alexander Drakoulakis was the winner for Class 
18-13 at Laughlin AFB, Texas. He is enroute to the F-16, and was a 2016 matching scholarship winner, supported by 
46th Flight in Oklahoma City. It is exciting to see our scholarship recipients go on to win recognition as outstanding 
aviators!

The Fairchild Award for Educational Achievement is named for Founder Member, General Muir Fairchild, who 
served as the first commander of Air University. The award goes to the person judged to have made the most significant 
contribution to Air University or Air Force education in general. This year’s winner is Lt. Col. Andrew Clayton, 
Deputy Course Director, Air Command and Staff College Department of Leadership.

The number one graduate of the Air Force Academy earns the Harmon Award. This trophy honors two Founder 
Members who are brothers: Lt. Gen. Millard Harmon and Lt. Gen. Hubert Harmon. The 2018 winner is 2nd Lt. Ryan 
Silva. Following graduate school at Yale University, Lieutenant Silva will report to Euro-Nato Joint Pilot Training at 
Sheppard AFB, Texas.

Daedalian awards also go to the top graduates of other flying training courses run by the Army, Navy, and Air Force, 
and attended by nearly every rated specialty eligible for Daedalian membership. We are working to establish an award 
for air battle managers, to make our list reflective of our full membership. You can see a complete list of awards on 
page 8 or go online to daedalians.org/programs/national-and-service-level-awards.

Your support of the Daedalian Foundation enables presentation of these awards and advances our mission and 
objectives.

National Education and Training 
Awards for Active Duty Members

Daedalians National Commander, 
Lt. Gen. Doug Owens awarded the 

2018 Harmon Award to 2nd Lt. Ryan 
Silva. Lieutenant Silva will attend 

ENJPT after graduate school at Yale 
University.

By:
 Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret)
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If you want a light read, just to enjoy, 
or you are looking for an interesting 
book for a son or grandson, you might 
want to consider this one. Long time 
Daedalian and Stinsons Flight historian 
Col. Bill Stewart, USAF, (Ret), has 
penned a very cool “there I was” book 
about his five years as a young Army 
dependent on the island of Alcatraz 
from 1929 to 1934. 

At that time, Alcatraz in San 
Francisco Bay, was an Army prison, 
and in 1934 the Army turned it over to 
the feds, making Alcatraz the notorious 
federal prison most of us remember. 
Young Bill was in a unique position to 
see this history unfold, and he tells the 
story from a teenager’s viewpoint. 

As an officer and commander, 
Bill’s father and mother were entitled 
to servants, and those servants were 
prisoners, making for some interesting 
stories from young Bill. 

Life as a military family, and for 
prisoners in the ‘20s and ‘30s was 
considerably different from today – 
it’s that difference that makes the book 
especially fascinating. By the way, 
Colonel Stewart still has a pass key to 
the cells and rooms of Alcatraz and he 
could probably give you a good tour of 
the place if you were to meet him there. 

Alcatraz Kid
By: Col. W. R. Stewart Jr., USAF (Ret)
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

Here’s a great true story read, just 
out for sale as of 10 July 2018. I predict 
you will really like it. If you have 
not heard of the heavy cruiser, USS 
Indianapolis’ story, it is a good, but 
very sad one.  

The cruiser, built in 1932, saw a lot 
of combat in the Pacific theater during 
WWII as the flag ship of the Pacific 
fleet. Because of her speed, she was 
picked to carry the Hiroshima atomic 
bomb on a heavily classified high-
speed run to Tinian to deliver it to the 
Army Air Corps. 

On her return mission, near the end 
of the war, she was torpedoed by a 
Japanese submarine and went down in 
the worst ship disaster in U. S. Naval 
history. Almost 900 sailors made it into 
the water alive. Nearly five days later, 
only 317 were rescued, the remainder 
dying from battle injuries, sharks, 
dehydration, insanity, and, in some 
cases fighting each other for survival 

The captain was court-martialed 
for loss of his ship, found guilty, and 
the survivors spend the next 50 years 
trying to prove his innocence.  Authors 
Vincent and Vladic, through 10 years 
of original research, do a masterful 
job of telling the Indianapolis’ story 
through the memories of her crew. 

Indianapolis
By: Lynn Vincent and Sara Vladic

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

This is the second true story by 
three-war veteran Col. “Bud” Evans, 
USAF (Ret), that I have reviewed.  You 
may recall his first book, “Aviating with 
Evans,” the story of his varied and very 
interesting career as an experimental 
test pilot for the Air Force. 

This new book is an expansion of 
his most interesting and dangerous top 
secret series of test flights, mentioned 
briefly in his first book. 

If I asked you to volunteer to fly 
a Republic F-94F over the top of a 
nuclear explosion’s (H-bomb) center, 
to the accuracy of plus or minus one 
tenth of a second so the Air Force could 
see what happens to your airplane, 
would you agree to do it? Well, Bud 
does, flying over not one, but seven 
bombs during Operation REDWING 
in the Pacific.  

This story will keep you on the 
edge of your seat and shaking your 
head. When we talk today about our 
Air Force standing on the shoulders 
of those who flew before us, one very 
broad pair of those shoulders belonged 
to Bud Evans. Thanks, Bud.

A Tenth of a Second
to Live

By: Col. Norvin “Bud” Evans, USAF (Ret)
Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

From the Headquarters Library Shelves
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A Marine Corps neighbor I swap 
books with came to me and said, 
“Frank, here is a book about Viet-
nam that I think you will thorough-
ly enjoy.” He was right. 

Author Garlock’s book is sub-
titled “America’s Best in Vietnam” 
and it is just that. The book is hard 
to put down. It is an alternating se-
ries of short and long stories by dif-
ferent Vietnam veterans and their 
experiences in Vietnam and when 
they returned to the U.S. after their 
combat tours were up. The stories, 
by Army, Marine, Navy and Air 
Force veterans are well-written per-
sonal experiences, many never be-
fore published. 

Many writers of fiction, movie 
producers, and the news back in the 
day would have us believe a lot of 
myths, half-truths, and outright lies 
about Vietnam veterans. This book 
goes a long way to reverse that situ-
ation. 

In his preface, author Garlock 
recommends reading the epilogue 
and one of the stories before tack-
ling the whole book. It is a good 
recommendation that sets the stage 
for the other stories. Enjoy!

Strength & Honor
By: Terry L. Garlock

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

This book is a must-have for 
any aviation enthusiast and I’m 
glad it is finally here. Author Ken 
Murray does a good job telling Col. 
Ralph Parr’s story, with emphasis 
on several of his most renowned 
missions. 

A three-war veteran, Colonel 
Parr primarily flew the P-38 in 
WWII, the F-86 in Korea where he 
became a double Ace, and the F-4 
in Vietnam. He is the only person to 
be awarded both the Distinguished 
Service Cross (Korea) and the Air 
Force Cross (Vietnam). 

The book also covers the periods 
between the wars when Ralph was 
growing as a pilot and a leader, 
becoming exceptional at both. If it 
had not been for an accident that 
forced him to retire, it would be 
interesting to see how far he could 
have gone in the Air Force. 

The book could have used a little 
closer proofreading in a few areas, 
but that did not take anything away 
from the story of this outstanding 
fighter pilot and Air Force officer.

On Parr
By: Ken Murray

Rev: Col. Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)

From the Headquarters Library Shelves

First Light is a first-person 
account of flight training and 
operational fighter service from 
the youngest RAF Spitfire pilot 
who flew in the Battle of Britain 
in 1940. Geoffrey Wellum was a 
17-year-old school boy who wrote 
to the Air Ministry to volunteer for 
flight training. To his surprise, he 
was accepted, and he left school 
at age 18 to begin training. His 
book, published in 2002, was 
enthusiastically accepted by pilots 
and non-pilots alike and was also 
made into a BBC TV special. 

The bulk of the book comes 
from notes he took during his 
war years. His recollections are a 
straightforward, interesting, and 
easy read. It is not overly emotional 
or overly technical, but still very 
exciting. He finished WWII as 
a manufacturer’s test pilot, and 
continued service in the RAF in 
various flying and staff positions 
until retirement in 1960. Speaking 
in 2013, he candidly said “Looking 
at my life now, I had peaked at 
about 21 or 22.” It is an interesting 
read, especially for military crews.

First Light
By: Geoffrey Wellum

Rev: Lt. Col. Charles Baumann, USAF (Ret)
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The National Flight Academy (NFA) is an educational activity and subsidiary of the Naval Aviation Museum Foundation 
(NAMF). The Academy’s mission is to inspire 7th through 12th grade students, through a 6-day immersive simulated 
environment, to pursue the more challenging courses in science, technology, engineering, and math when they return to their 
parent schools. Specific NFA disciplines include aerodynamics, propulsion, navigation, communications, flight physiology 
and meteorology, along with core values, teamwork, and leadership skills development. The entire in-residence program 
is contained within the world’s largest virtual aircraft carrier, AMBITION, located adjacent to the National Naval Aviation 
Museum on Naval Air Station Pensacola, Florida.

The Daedalian Lounge is a world-class, museum-
quality venue on AMBITION’s 3rd deck and the result 
of a highly successful collaboration between the NAMF 
and Daedalian Foundation. In 2008 the Daedalian 
Foundation, recognizing the NFA’s potential to inspire 
future military aviators, made a gift to help support the 
academy. The lounge displays artifacts and photographs 
from all of our nation’s conflicts donated by Daedalian 
headquarters and prominently depicts the Daedalian 
mission and initiatives. Designed and constructed by 
Mr. Chuck Alvare of Alvare Design in Pace, Florida, the 
lounge will be frequented by NFA students and instructors 
as well as numerous friends and family members of the 
students. Finally, the lounge is the perfect complement 
to AMBITION because it highlights two paramount 
missions of both foundations: to honor those who served 
and promote the rewards of careers in military aviation. 

It is a must-see location for your next adventure to northwest Florida!

The NFA Daedalian Lounge
By: CAPT Mike Denkler, USN (Ret)

The Daedalian Lounge at the National Flight Academy is a warm and welcoming place 
for everyone to learn about our heritage through fellowship.
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Helping the Daedalian Foundation:  Thoughts From an Old Pilot 
 
By Maj. Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret)

 
First let me identify myself. From 1956 to 1986 I served in the Air Force as a fighter pilot. I graduated in Air 

Force Flying School Class 57U in September 1957. I flew F-84Fs, F-100s, F-4Ds and F-15As. My combat tour 
was with the Triple Nickel Squadron from August 1968 to August 1969. During my Air Force career, I flew with 
the 10th, 615th, 612th, 555th, 23rd, 525th and 53rd Fighter Squadrons. 

You may recognize my name: I wrote two best selling books, Taking Charge (now titled Rules and Tools 
for Leaders) and Assignment Pentagon. Also, I served as military analyst for CNN during Operation DESERT 
STORM. 

I have been a Daedalian for more than 40 years, but because there is no Daedalian flight in Augusta, Georgia, 
or nearby, I have not been active in support of its mission. 

Recently I have taken a hard look at my priorities as far as giving to worthy causes. I decided to restructure my 
priorities and lend greater support to organizations whose missions reflect my values.

Hence, as of 2018, I have committed to sequential giving to my church, my alma mater (West Point), to the 
Boy Scouts, and to the Daedalians. My contribution to the Daedalian Foundation will be $500 each year for as 
long as I survive. 

I would like to encourage all of you who are reading this article to join me in establishing a pattern of sequential 
giving. By doing so you will be helping a marvelous, historic institution continue its work and even expand its 
programs. Please make a commitment starting this year. 

I am a strong believer in supporting organizations and institutions that embrace historic American values in 
a substantive way. I am confident that my gifts to the Daedalian Foundation will inspire tomorrow’s military 
aviators.

Good For The Donor and Daedalians

By Lt. Gen. Nicholas Kehoe, USAF (Ret)

All nonprofit organizations rely on a donor base for sustained support of their programs….Daedalians are no 
exception. Most Daedalians contribute on special occasions, e.g., Big Give or in response to an annual request. 
Another attractive option is to make your contributions on a sustained or recurring basis. Here’s the advantage 
to both the donor and the Daedalians. It smooths out cash flow over the year when contributions are received 
monthly or quarterly and it makes budgets and finances more predictable. Also, it happens automatically at the 
interval you specify and you determine the amount….no muss, no fuss. Some sustained donors tell us that their 
regular donations are a means of showing more constant support and connection to the good works done by 
Daedalians.  Right now, we have about a dozen recurring donors who contribute a total of more than $1,500 per 
month….we’d like to increase that number. Finally, you can still respond to special requests as you wish. TRY 
IT – YOU’LL LIKE IT!

Sustained Giving
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The Daedalians are always looking for opportunities to support the military aviator community at large. The 
headquarters and local flights are fortunate to be able to do that through the following programs:

Daedalian Library
Whether you just love to read or you’re an aviation history buff, you’ll easily get lost among the thousands of 
books and reference material available in the Daedalian Library at headquarters. Among the collection you’ll find 
a complete list of Daedalian “Important Papers and Documents” since their founding; the officer registries of 
the Army Air Forces, Navy, Army and Air Force; biographies; and numerous pictorial collections of aircraft and 
weapon systems. Nearly all the books have been donated, either by the author or collector/owner. We also feature 
book reviews by Daedalian Trustee, retired Air Force Col. Frank Kapp, in the Daedalus Flyer on many of the new 
releases sent to us. Daedalians are welcome to visit and check books out. We’ve also had non-members request to 
conduct research in our library. Stop by and see what we have to offer!

Memorial Ceremonies and Wreath Laying
Daedalians are often called upon to participate in military/patriotic ceremonies and wreath-layings. While the 
majority of these occur on Armistice Day (now known as Veterans Day), there are other commemorations, such as 
the 90th anniversary of the death of Capt. William Randolph or a ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
at Arlington National Cemetery.

Daedalian outreach to aviator community significant 
By: Annette Crawford

Daedalians National Commander, Lt. Gen. Doug Owens, 
USAF (Ret), and 30th Flight’s Col. John Allevato, USAF (Ret) 
process in for the 2018 Veterans Day program. The program 
held at the beautiful Riverside National Cemetery honored 

Daedalians who have taken their final flight. (Photo from the 
Winter 2018 Daedalus Flyer)
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Daedalian Flight Community Involvement
Flights participate in events in their local communities that celebrate 
the aviation culture. These events may include parades, awards for 
exemplary achievement, or be historical in nature, such as the annual 
ceremony honoring Benjamin Foulois for making the first military 
flight from Fort Sam Houston on March 2, 1910. A recent example 
of community support is when Daedalian headquarters hosted two 
presentations on the Pilot Next and Pilot Innovations Programs. The 
well-attended events brought together Daedalians, active duty members 
and other aviation organizations to learn more about the future of pilot 
training.

Flight Captains’ Forum
The newest addition to our community support began in May 2017. 
This communication tool was created for flight leaders to share best 
practices, guest speaker ideas, and issues. It also allows the executive 
director to inform flights of any upcoming policy changes or other 
pertinent news in a timely fashion.

Cadet Faith Gaudlitz, a sophomore at Floresville High 
School and a member of the school’s Junior ROTC Cadet 
Chorale, stands with longtime Stinsons Flight #2 member, 
retired Air Force Col. Jim Humphries, at the 108th anni-

versary of the first military flight at Ft. Sam Houston, flown 
by 1st Lt. Benjamin Fouolois. The event took place at the 

Foulois House at Joint Base San Antonio-Fort Sam Houston 
on March 2, 2018. (Photo from the March 2018 issue of 

Aviator)

Capt. Jay Moore, a 560th Flying Training 
Squadron instructor pilot, helps demonstrate a 

virtual reality simulator for one of the more than 
40 veteran Air Force aviators who interacted with 
active duty instructor pilots on Aug. 27, 2018, at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph, Texas. The 
Daedalians hosted the event. (U.S. Air Force 

Photo by Sean Worrell)
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I wanted to pass along a few words of encouragement to this year’s scholarship recipients/future military aviators. 

The 89th Airlift Wing’s core mission is to enable national interests through global transportation for America’s 
senior leaders, including the President and Vice President of the United States.
 
We live by the following motto: Perfection is the Standard
 
Are we perfect as aviators? Absolutely not. That doesn’t mean you aren’t always striving for perfection. 
 
As you start the long and stressful yet exciting adventure of becoming military aviators, please remember these 
words of encouragement (advice if you want to call it that):
 
Always remain HUMBLE. 
 
Always help those who are struggling. To some degree, pilot training is a competition but the best pilots (and the 
best leaders) will ensure their classmates are keeping up. You never know when there is something you will need 
help with.
 
Expertise matters. 
 
Stay committed to becoming the best aviator you can be.
 
Remember the feeling you have right now as you are about to embark on this adventure. Pilot training is 
definitely exhausting and it takes mental fortitude to stay positive for the entire year.
 
Define what success looks like for you at the end of Undergraduate Pilot Training.
 
Keep an open-mind about the different aviation communities. It’s okay to change your mind about what you 
want to fly as you progress through training.
 
You are not training for the 99.9%. Flying is inherently dangerous because of the .1%. Don’t ever waste a 
training opportunity.
 
Establish a training/life balance. It’s okay to take Friday night and Saturday off.
 
Perfection is the Standard!
 
I hope this helps focus you on what is to come. It’s going to be an amazing year filled with positives and negatives. 
 
Please feel free to reach out to me with questions. I’m always willing to help. Enjoy.
 
Maj Neal Ballas
Class 09-10 – Vance AFB, OK
Personal email – neal.ballas@gmail.com
Personal cell – 618-363-3119

Advice for Future Aviators
By: Maj. Neal Ballas
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IN MEMORIAM
Headquarters received notification of the following Daedalians who have taken their final flight. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends.

Maj. Bill J. Anderson, USAF (Ret)
CDR William R. Andrews, USN (Ret)
Col. Thomas M. Benagh, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Lee E. Bounds Sr., USAF (Ret)
Col. Thomas W. Briggs, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Joe W. Brooks, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Lawrence L. Brown, USAF (Ret)
CDR Wright A. Brunson, USN (Ret)

Lt. Col. Charles D. Burns, USAF (Ret)
Col. Clarence L. Carson, USAF (Ret)

Col. Charles E. Cinnamon, USAF (Ret)
Col. Fred P. Clark, USAF 

Col. Raymond S. Clark, USAF (Ret)
2nd Lt. Frederick D. Dellecker, USAF 
Lt. Col. Jack H. Eaton Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj Francis E. Esterlin II, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert J. Gettelfinger, USAF (Ret)

Col. Charles E. Gibbs, USAF (Ret)
LTC Douglas L. Gill, USA (Ret)

Lt. Col. Richard D. Ledoux, USAF (Ret)
Brig. Gen. Robert B. Maguire, USAF (Ret)

Col. John E. Mantei, USAF (Ret)
Ms. Mildred T. Marshall, WASP

Mr. Robert H. Meyer
Maj. Ernest J. Ozsvath, USAF (Ret)

Col. Ernest W. Pate, USAF (Ret)
Col. Isaac S. Payne IV, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Donald M. Russell, USAF 
Lt. Col. Roy A. Ryon, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Elroy D. Simnacher, USAF (Ret)
Col. John R. Stewart Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col. James H. Thomas, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Anthony M. Tuberose, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert H. Voss, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Gordon F. Ware, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. John F. Wickman, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Joseph V. Wildinger, USAF (Ret)

She is not dead -- but only flying higher, higher than 
she’s flown before

And earthly limitations will hinder her no more.
 

 There is no service ceiling, or any fuel range,
And there is no anoxia, or need for engine change.

Thank God that now her flight can be to heights her 
eyes had scanned,

Where she can race with comets, and buzz the    
rainbow’s span. 

 For she is universal like courage, love and hope,
and all free, sweet emotions of vast and Godly scope.

 And understand a pilot’s fate is not the thing she 
fears,

But rather sadness left behind, Your heartbreak and 
your tears.

 

 So all you loved ones, dry your eyes,
Yes, it is wrong that you should grieve,
For she would love your courage more,

And she would want you to believe

She is not dead.
You should have known

That she is only flying higher,
Higher than she’s ever flown.

“Celestial Flight” 
by Elizabeth MacKethan Magid

in memory of  her classmate
Marie Michell Robinson

Photo source: Lt. Col. Michael Buck while in Washington, DC for the 2017 National Convention

             Daedalian Foundation   23



Few things carry forward a legacy like a scholarship. 
An educational endowment bearing the name of 

someone ensures that person’s spirit and history will 
continue. The Daedalian Foundation has been graced with 
named scholarships because of our financial stability and 
growth. While not all Daedalian scholarships bear a name, 
they all promote the rewards of a career in military aviation 
to young Americans – one of the tenets of the Order of 
Daedalians and the focus of the Daedalian Foundation. Here 
is a bit of history on the development of the scholarship 
program.

When the Daedalian Foundation was first recognized as 
a 501(c)3 agency in 1959, the Harold L. George Fellowship 
Scholarship was formed. It was named after the first 
foundation chairman who had also been the first national 
commander. The award was $2,500 and was given to active 
duty servicemen to continue their education. The award 
continued until 1991.

In 1977, the Daedalians began supporting the Major 
General Lucas V. Beau Flight Scholarship for Civil Air 
Patrol. Each year money was sent to CAP to support 
five students in flight training. As the Daedalian Flight 
Training program grew, previously called the Cadet Flight 
Indoctrination Program (CFIP), the Daedalians brought the 
funding home in 2015 and redirected it to support our own 
program.  

The Daedalian Foundation established Matching 
Scholarship in 1978. Initially this was a one-to-one dollar 
match. The headquarters continues to match the funds 
raised by chapters, up to $2,000 per year. Realizing that 
fundraising is hard at local levels, the Daedalian Foundation 
now offers up to $500 in bonus money for flights with the 
maximum support at $2,500. Approximately 32 flights 
participated last year, and we hope to see this number grow.

In 1989, the foundation started supporting the 
Experimental Aircraft Association. The funds ranged 
from $4,000-$10,000 in education assistance. Our support 
stopped in 1998, so that in-house Daedalian projects could 
be better funded.

In 1990, the Colonel Charles Getchell Scholarship 
was established with a $100,000 gift from his wife to the 
Daedalian Foundation for this named scholarship. For many 
years this fund supported five Air Force ROTC cadets prior 
to their commissioning. College scholarships for future 
military pilots were not new to the foundation, but this one 

was exclusively for 
Air Force cadets. 
The program was 
expanded to support 
all services the same 
year with the new 
ROTC Scholarship. 
The program 
supports Navy, 
Army and Air Force 
ROTC students 
who are selected 
by their respective 
ROTC headquarters. 
While the Getchell 
Scholarship ended in 2015, the ROTC Scholarships 
continue. The Egan family endowment took on supporting 
the five USAF ROTC cadet scholarships that started as a 
tribute to Colonel Getchell. 

All ROTC-funded students must already be medically 
qualified for flight training and plan to apply for military 
aviation training. These gifts are usually $2,500. There is an 
additional ROTC scholarship called the Brigadier General 
Kenneth Keller Memorial Scholarship. It honors one of 
our members who helped grow the scholarship program 
from its infancy. A few additional qualifications help the 
committee select the winner. General Keller was an Eagle 
Scout, a graduate of Texas A&M University and served 
in the Air Force. The program manager and scholarship 
committee look for these connections when choosing a 
Keller Memorial recipient.

Hereditary relationships have been important to 
Daedalians since the beginning of the organization. To honor 
a child’s desire to follow in the footsteps of their parent 
and become a military aviator, the Daedalians established 
a Descendant Scholarship in 1998. Since the scholarship’s 
purpose is to honor the membership of the Daedalians, the 
Descendant Scholarship only requires that the award is given 
to a direct line descendant of a member in good standing of 
the Order of Daedalians and is given to a deserving young 
person in the fields of aerospace engineering and flight. 
This is a way of continuing the legacy within our own 
community. The traditional scholarship amount is $2,000 
although this amount is not guaranteed.

To honor her husband, Mrs. Lynn Baird contributed 
$10,000 to fund the Colonel Jay L. Baird Daedalian 
Memorial Scholarship. That scholarship was awarded to a 
ROTC or CAP college junior or senior pursuing a career in 
aviation. It was given at $1,000 per year starting in 2001. 
Mrs. Baird continued her support until 2014.

The John and Alice Egan Multi-Year Scholarship is by 

$cholarship$
Everything You Wanted to Know

and More 

By: Maureen DeFelice

Col. Paul Tombarge, UT-Austin AFROTC Detach-
ment 825 Commander, presents the Daedalian 
ROTC scholarship to Cadet Caroline Smith.
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far the largest endowed scholarship for the foundation. 
Brigadier General John Egan was a WWI pilot and founder 
member of the Daedalians. After his passing, he left all his 
fortune to his daughter Alice. It was General Egan’s wish that 
his daughter pass on the estate to the Daedalian Foundation 
for the purpose of education. Col. Bob Karre worked with 
the lawyers and the estate representatives to establish multi-
year scholarships that starts during a student’s sophomore 
year. While the original gift of $1.3 million is to remain 
untouched, the interest from this endowment normally 
funds between 2-10 students annually with a gift that is 
approximately $5,000. The first Egan scholarship was given 
in 2004 and this scholarship will continue for many years, 
as the Foundation Trustees strive to grow the value of the 
endowment annually.

There are occasions 
when a student from an 
area that does not have 
a local flight applies to 
the headquarters for 
support. These awards 
are Unsponsored 
Scholarships. The first 
of these was presented 
in 2009. While 
very few of these 
scholarships are given 
out annually, they do 
reward hard working 
students with powerful desires to 
be aviators. 

The foundation also sponsors 
a New Aviator Recruiting 
Scholarship. Funding for this 
award came from prize money 
won in the 2015 Big Give. The 
award is presented to the flight 
that recruits the most new graduates of a flying training 
program. The $2,000 award goes to a recipient chosen by 
the winning flight.  

Both the Spencer and Hedges families have set up 
scholarships with restrictions that honor what was important 
to the family. Col. Loren Spencer and his wife Randy 
initially became involved in funding a recruiting video in 
1993. It was about 15 minutes long and was once on our 
website. Many of you may have seen it. Since growing the 
membership was important to them, they set up a recruiting 
scholarship in 1995. Annually, four flights receive a $1,000 
Loren and Randy Spencer Scholarship to honor their efforts 
in recruiting new members. The selection of the winners is 
approved at the flight level. The Colonel John D. Hedges 

Memorial Scholarship was set up by his wife, Barbara to 
honor her husband’s legacy and their joint time together in 
the Air Force. This scholarship is a minimum of $1,000 and 
supports students who aim to fly transport aircraft.

There are a few additional criteria for all of the 
scholarships named here, but they all make the dream come 
true. The bond between aviator and sky is immeasurable, 
just like the dream and the aviation student. Your support 
makes this dream a reality.  At the end of 2017, the 
Daedalian Foundation had awarded 3,192 scholarships 
totaling $3,482,654.

So if you wonder what donations do, they…. 

Give a student a chance at a brighter future
When students are awarded an 
educational scholarship from the 
foundation, they are given an 
increased shot at success. ROTC 
programs demand a lot from a 
student; with Daedalian support 
they are able to not only survive 
but thrive.
Provide tax credit
When individuals make a donation 
to the foundation, they may receive 
a tax credit for every dollar they 
donate. Your contribution helps 
you as well as the students.
Create personal satisfaction

Of course, many will say that helping those in 
need “is the right thing to do,” but there’s more 
to it than that. Spending money on someone 

else can make you even 
happier than spending it on 
yourself!

It has been the honor of 
each Daedalian Foundation 
staff member to work with this 
program, and it is only through 
the generosity of our members 
that these scholarships can 
exist. With over 3,000 students 
sponsored by the foundation, 
many wonderful stories can 
be told of military aviation 
success. Thank you to everyone 

who has helped create six decades of Daedalian winged 
aviators. Just imagine how many students can be helped in 
another six decades.
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In 2018, five flights initiated flight training 
under the auspices of the Foundation’s Daedalian Flight 

Training program, joining 16 participating flights across the 
nation. Last summer, over 40 students were introduced to 
the thrills of flying. Most have or will solo in this highly 
successful program. DFT is sponsored by the Daedalian 
Foundation, participating flights, and generous contributions from organizations such as American Airlines, Boeing, 
the Airpower Foundation, the Moody Foundation, Cockpit USA, and individual donors.

Flight 21 in Pensacola, Flight 54 at Cheyenne, Flight 62 in Las Vegas, Flight 89 Panama City, and Flight 93 in Boise 
established DFT programs in 2018, training a total of seven students. 

The Daedalian Foundation contributes 50 percent of the funding for ground and flight training for two students per 
flight, from the Tex Hill and Les Leavoy DFT funds. Participating flights have the option to select and train additional 
students depending on the availability of local support.

Last summer, Flight 2 (Stinsons) in San Antonio led the field with six students. Four completed training in the 
Cessna 172 and two in the GROB 103 glider in DFT’s first soaring training. Flight 2’s program is supported by 
contributions from the Alamo Chapter of AFA, the Valero Texas Open, and flight members. Flight 23 (DFW) in 
Fort Worth successfully soloed four students made possible by the contributions of honorary member Laird Leavoy, 
honoring the legacy of his late father, Lt. Col. Les Leavoy, USAF.

Other participating flights are 1 Maxwell, 8 Goldsboro, 9 Dayton, 13 San Diego, 15 Hanscom, 16 Offutt, 30 
Riverside, 38 Austin, 39 Macon, 48 Fayetteville, 53 New Hampshire, 61 Ft. Walton Beach, 99 Malmstrom, and 103 
Ft. Hood.

Daedalian Flying Training Program Brings the Thrill of Flying to 
Young Aviation Enthusiasts 

By: Col. Ed Sheeran, USAF (Ret)

AROTC Cadet Edward Jorgensen from 
the University of West Florida completed 
his solo flight at Wrong Brothers Flight 
School, Ferguson Airport, Pensacola, 

Florida, on Aug. 25, 2018.  Dan McCort, 
“On-Wing,” CAPT Pieter Vanden Bergh, 

USN (ret), Cadet Jorgensen, and Mike 
Denkler after the post-flight wet-down 
(top left). Scott Swanson performs the 

traditional T-shirt cut for Cadet Jorgensen 
as Bill Allyn looks on (above and left).
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Students selected by the flights must be at least 16 years of age, enrolled in high school or college, and with a high 
interest in military aviation. They will experience training in general aviation aircraft designed to prepare them for a 
solo flight. Many graduates of DFT have pursued appointments to military service academies or ROTC programs and 
gone on to careers in military aviation.

The Daedalian Flight Training program, formerly the Cadet Flight Indoctrination Program, was established in San 
Antonio by the Leavoy family in 2000 with the goal of providing flight training to highly motivated young men and 
women and instill the desire to seek a career in military aviation. Members suggested the rebranding to incorporate the 
name of the Order and more accurately reflect the training aspect of the program.

The success of this program comes from the collaboration between the flight mentors, instructors, students and 
family. That partnership is key. To close I leave you with the words of one of our 2017 DFT students who went on 
to qualify for a Daedalian scholarship. His mother shared this with extreme pride and has kept in touch with the 
Daedalians as her son continues his education.

“The purpose for this brief letter is to express my most sincere gratitude to you and the Daedalian Foundation for 
an incredible aviation experience with the Central Texas College.  I was unbelievably thrilled to learn of my selection 
for this exceptional program. I am honored, humbled and deeply appreciative of your support.

 I am excited beyond words, will work tirelessly, and look forward towards receiving my commission. I am one 
in that small fraction of people that is blessed and fortunate enough to live my childhood dreams of becoming a pilot 
with the United States Air Force. I realize that blessings from above, the support of my family, and the Daedalian 
Foundation helped transform my dreams of flying to reality. Thank you again for your generosity, opportunity and 
support.”

13th Flight’s 2018 DFT selectee, Dario Caminite soloed on Aug. 15, 2018. (Photo courtesy CDR Wesley Weesner, USN (Ret))
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One of the Daedalians’ objectives is to “Educate Americans to the advantages of air and space power.” We do 
this in a number of ways, most notably through four of our most visible membership communication products: 
Virtual Flight, Airpower Blog, Daedalus Flyer magazine and Aviator newsletter.

Virtual Flight
Not all Daedalians live close enough to a flight to enjoy the camaraderie or stay up to date on activities. In fact, 

about one-third of our members belong to flights. 
This concern was addressed through the Branding 

Committee in 2016, and in September of that year, 
Virtual Flight was launched. It offers an interactive, 
online presence for all Daedalians, but in particular, 
those who aren’t able to take advantage of monthly 
flight meetings.

You can find the Virtual Flight at https://daedalians.
org/daedalian-virtual-flight/, or just select “Virtual 
Flight” from the “Flights” dropdown menu on the 
website navigation bar. You’ll find interesting articles, 
quizzes, trivia, videos, photos, a reunion list and 
more. The current Virtual Flight features our list of 
the top 15 aviation museums (including the Daedalian 
Museum, of course!), a quiz on aerodynamics, and a 
link to a video on the Air Force’s pilot pipeline.

A screen capture of the Airpower Blog on daedalians.org.

Communication products help educate 
Americans on air and space power 

By: Annette Crawford

A screen capture of the Virtual Flight page on daedalians.org.
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Airpower Blog
While many of our products look back at our heritage and history, the Airpower Blog offers Daedalians a 

current look at aviation news. Another suggestion that came through the Branding Committee, the Airpower Blog 
launched in late 2016.

News articles address aviation concerns in all branches of the military, in addition to the civilian community. 
We also invite our readers to submit articles (their own or other authors) to post to the blog, and to comment on 
the articles. 

We have a team of experts who can address your comments or questions. Thanks to these retired Air Force 
officers for their time and expertise: Col. Walter H. “Harry” Leach, Lt. Col. Mike Buck, and Maj. Bob Komlo.

Visit the Airpower Blog at https://daedalians.org/airpower-blog/, or there’s a link in the center of the website 
homepage and the Newsroom in the navigation bar.

Aviator newsletter
Our monthly electronic newsletter has had a presence since 2014. Initially, it was 

just known as “the newsletter,” but in late 2017 we decided this publication deserved 
a real name. We asked our members for their suggestions – 24 Daedalians sent in 
more than 70 ideas. Retired Air Force Lt. Col. Howell Steadman of the Granite State 
Flight came up with the winning name.

The Aviator offers Daedalians a snapshot look at the current happenings in our 
programs, in particular our scholarships, Daedalian Flying Training and Junior 
ROTC Awards. We also publish photos from “back in the day” that our readers send 
us, and an abbreviated “This Day in Aviation Heritage.” 

Daedalus Flyer
The “Granddaddy” of Daedalian communications is the quarterly Daedalus Flyer, 

which has been around since 1959. If you visit our headquarters, you’re welcome to 
take a look at the archives; our library has a copy of every issue ever published.

The Daedalus Flyer is a compendium of aviation 
history. Within its pages are accounts going back to 
the beginning of heavier-than-air flight, written by the 
people who knew these stories best – the aviators who 
lived them. In addition to these historical accounts, 
you’ll find inputs from our flights about their programs, 
photos and stories of scholarship presentations, 
Daedalian Flying Training solos, and Junior ROTC 
medal presentations.

Beginning with the Fall 2015 issue, the Daedalus 
Flyer can also be found online at https://daedalians.
org/newsroom/daedalus-flyer/. Two years later, we also 
added an online version where you can virtually flip the 
pages of the magazine as if you were holding it in your 
hands. Our readers can choose to receive the magazine 
either in hard copy or electronically, or both if they 
wish.

September 2018 Aviator
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The Daedalians present five annual service-level awards in the areas of weapon systems, logistics readiness and 
force support. Winners are selected by the individual services. A Daedalian, normally a board member or trustee, 
is at the ceremony to present the award.

These awards honor both the winner and the namesake, thereby remembering our past while recognizing excellence 
in today’s active duty force. The awards are:

Col. Franklin C. Wolfe Memorial Trophy Weapons 
System Award
Presented annually to military or civilian individuals, 
groups or organizations determined to have contributed 
the most outstanding weapons system development 
which operates, in whole or in part, in the aerospace 
environment. The recipients are selected by the 
individual services from nominations submitted by 
the Departments of the Army, Navy and Air Force, 
and the award is made on a rotating basis in that order.

The trophy was first presented in 1970 to the Army 
Aviation Center at Fort Rucker, Alabama, for the 
Armed Helicopter Weapon System. The 2017 recipient 
is the Air Force Light Attack Experiment Team.

Colonel Wolfe, the donor of this trophy, served 
as assistant chief and then chief of the Armament 
Laboratory of the Army Air Forces Materiel Command 
at Wright Field, Ohio, from 1939 until his retirement 
in 1944.

Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen Weapons System 
Maintenance Award
Presented annually to a wing-level Air Force unit 
determined by Headquarters U.S. Air Force to have 
the best weapons system maintenance record for the 
preceding calendar year.

The award was first presented in 1960 to the 3500th 
Maintenance Supply Group at Reese AFB, Texas. The 
2017 winner was the 48th Maintenance Group at RAF 
Lakenheath, United Kingdom.

General McMullen was Daedalian Founder Member #15, 
a Charter Member, and national commander from 1952-
1955. He was known for his brilliance at analyzing and 

The 2000 Col. Franklin C. Wolfe Memorial Trophy Weapons System Award 
is presented to the Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3) Missile System 

team. From left are Lt. Col. Ed Millin, Maj. Gen. James Snider, Col. Tommie    
Newberry and Lt. Col. Gene Stokel. The Wolfe Award has been presented 
since 1970. (Photo from the Summer 2001 issue of the Daedalus Flyer)

Service awards honor best in weapons, logistics, force support
By: Annette Crawford

Members of the 3246th Test Wing at Eglin AFB, Florida, celebrate while holding 
aloft the 1991 Maj. Gen. Clements McMullen Weapons System Maintenance 

Award on May 12, 1992. The McMullen Award has been presented since 1960. 
(Photo from the Winter 1992 issue of the Daedalus Flyer)
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solving logistical problems. When he retired in February 1954 at the age of 62, he was the oldest active pilot in 
the U.S. Air Force and in command of the largest air depot in the world.

Maj. Gen. Warren R. Carter Logistics Readiness Award
Presented annually by the Air Force Chief of Staff to the base-level unit with the best supply effectiveness record 
in support of mission aircraft and/or weapons in the U.S. Air Force.

First presented in 1962 to the 96th Strategic Aerospace Wing at Dyess AFB, Texas, the 2017 recipient was the 
27th Special Operations Logistics Readiness Squadron at Cannon AFB, New Mexico.

General Carter was Daedalian Founder Member #5 and a Charter Member. His assignments included command 
of the 54th Troop Carrier Squadron in the Southwest Pacific Theater in World War II. The movement of units, 
personnel and equipment, plus furnishing the airlift for support of these units, was a critical part of the overall 
operations in this theater.
 
Gen. Curtis E. LeMay Award
Presented annually to the Air Force unit (large installation) adjudged by Headquarters U.S. Air Force to have the 
best overall Force Support Squadron in the Air Force during the award period.

The first recipient of the award was Keesler AFB, Mississippi, in 1965. Kadena AB, Japan, is the 2017 winner.

This trophy was donated by retired Air Force Col. Joseph A. Wilson, and initially designated the Special Services 
Award. It is now in tribute to General Lemay, whose long and distinguished career included commander, Strategic 
Air Command, 1948-1957; Vice Chief of Staff of the Air Force, 1957-1961; and Air Force Chief of Staff, 1961-
1965.

Major General Eugene L. Eubank Award
Presented annually to the Air Force unit (small installation) adjudged by Headquarters USAF to have the best 
overall Force Support Squadron in the Air Force during the award period.

The first recipient of the award was Plattsburgh 
AFB, New York, in 1990. Patrick AFB, Florida, 
received the award in 2017 – its third year in 
a row.

This trophy was named for General Eubank, 
who was Daedalian Founder Member #37. 
His assignments include chief of the Flight 
Test Unit at Wright-Patterson Field, Ohio, 
and deputy commander for operations of 8th 
Air Force in the European Theater. His last 
assignment before retiring was commander of 
the Technical Training Air Force at Gulfport, 
Mississippi. Col. William Fitzpatrick, commander of the 410th Support Group, holds the 1992 Maj. Gen. Eu-

gene L. Eubank Award, while surrounded by members of the Morale, Welfare and Recreation staff 
from K.I. Sawyer AFB, Michigan, at the MWR Awards Banquet on Oct. 26, 1992. The Eubank 

Award has been presented since 1990. (Photo from the Winter 1992 issue of the Daedalus Flyer)
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The Order of Daedalians is pleased to provide 
a preview of our upcoming Aviator Mentoring 

Program, or AMP. Unlike our Daedalian Flight Training 
program and our various scholarship programs, AMP 
will provide a means for any member (yes, that means 
you) to participate directly in the development of 
current and future military aviators- and all from the 
comfort of home!

The Order’s ranks contain every imaginable type 
of experience and expertise in the realm of military 
aviation. AMP aims to make this collective knowledge, 
wisdom, and judgment available to both current and 
future military aviators through volunteers who are 
willing to serve as mentors to these young people. As 
a mentor, your experience could prove invaluable to 
aviators at any stage in their careers. For instance, a 
high school student may simply want to know what 
it’s like to be a fighter pilot, a cargo pilot, to land on a 
carrier, or to fly a helicopter. Our members can explain 
such things in passionate detail, painting a picture of 
military aviation that very few school counselors could 
match. “How can I become one of you?” may well be 
the next the next question that a mentor would field, 
thereby starting another young person along the path 
of earning those coveted wings in the service of our 
nation.

Military aviators who are already serving could 
benefit from your experiences as well. Young aviators 

will have questions about honing their craft. Mid-
grade aviators may want advice in plotting their career 
progression. Senior aviators may appreciate counsel in 
their work of strategic thought and planning. Our Order 
has thousands of members who can supply advice in 
these areas and many more.

Consider, too, that our membership’s experience 
ranges from World War II to the very present. This 
multi-generational membership offers widely different 
perspectives. Many of the hard-won lessons and 
concepts that our members can offer might fall well 
outside currently accepted thought; however, such 
“outside-the-box” ideas may also be just what are 
needed today--ideas that are not available from official 
sources.  

By making this resource--the vast experiences of 
our members--known and available to aspiring and 
serving aviators our volunteer mentors can make the 
Order immediately even more relevant to their careers. 
Such an enterprise is certainly worthy of having its 
own mission statement.

Aviator Mentoring Program Mission Statement
To capitalize on the vast and varied experiences of 
membership of the Order of Daedalians in order to:

1. Encourage young people to pursue careers as 
military aviators

2. Assist current military aviators in their career 
development and progression

How will the Order accomplish this mission? 
For starters, we will continue to reach out to our 
members to identify those who are willing to serve 
as AMP mentors. We will provide those volunteers 
with a means to upload their pertinent information 
via biographies, resumes, published works, or simply 
written statements to a yet-to-be-created AMP page on 
the Order’s website. This information will highlight 
the mentor’s areas of expertise, and those areas in 
particular about which the mentor feels qualified to 
answer questions and give advice. 

After we have compiled our initial database of 
volunteer mentors and their information, we will 
enable a search function on the AMP page so that those 
seeking advice can enter keywords to locate mentors 
who are willing and able to answer their questions. 

Introducing the 

Daedalians Aviator 

Mentoring Program 

(AMP) 
To capitalize on the vast and varied    

experiences of membership of the Order 
of Daedalians 

By: Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
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The next step will be to advertise the availability of 
the Aviation Mentoring Program through a variety of 
outlets so that prospective mentees can find their way 
to the Daedalian AMP webpage to begin searching for 
a mentor. Once a suitable mentor is found, a mentee 
can then make a request via the webpage directly to the 
selected mentor, who would then formally accept or 
decline the request. A mentor accepting a request thus 
establishes two-way communications with the mentee 
lasting for as long a time as both parties wish.

Naturally there will be special considerations with 
respect to underage mentees. The latest edition of our 
Daedalian Flight Manual (dated 5 July 2018) is available 
on the Order’s website. It contains a new section 
titled “DAEDALIAN/STUDENT INTERACTION 
POLICY,” which states the Order’s policy governing 
interaction with students under the age of 18 involved in 
Daedalian programs such as AMP. In accordance with 
this policy, AMP mentors will maintain good order and 
discipline in all aspects of the program, protecting the 
integrity of the AMP and ensuring each student’s well-
being and safety. Parents of underage mentees will 
need to approve their children’s participation in the 
program. All AMP activities with underage students 
will be visible to parents. Any written communications 
between mentors and underage mentees will be shared 
with the student’s parents and an AMP project officer. 
Please review the Flight Manual’s Interaction Policy 
for additional details.

The first step in the process of fielding the AMP is to 
build up a sufficient cadre of volunteers willing to serve 
as mentors -- and the search for mentors has already 
begun! You may recall that this past spring the Order 
contacted our members by telephone and e-mail for 
the purpose of updating their information for the latest 
edition of our membership directory. Members were 
asked to complete a survey; among the questions asked 
were “Are you willing to mentor to actively serving 
aviators who have questions about careers or other 
topics?” and “What areas of aviation expertise would 
you be willing to share?” Using the responses to those 
survey questions, we have begun the task of building 
our initial database of willing mentors. We are also in 
the early stages of developing the AMP website, which 

will ultimately connect our mentors with mentees. A 
broad-based advertising campaign will follow to make 
the existence of the AMP webpage and our mentors 
known and available to the public. As the program gets 
underway, the tasks of managing and refining the AMP, 
its database and webpage will be ongoing.

There remains much work to be done in getting the 
AMP off the ground, and there will be more news in 
the coming months. If you’re excited by the prospect 
of serving as an AMP mentor, rest assured that you 
will have many opportunities to volunteer. If you don’t 
wish to wait until we start our search for mentors in 
earnest, please feel free to contact Maureen DeFelice 
at maureen@daedalians.org or call 210-945-2111 to 
declare your willingness to serve.

We have high hopes for the Daedalian Aviator 
Mentoring Program. We believe that AMP will connect 
future and currently serving military aviators with our 
membership to a much greater extent than ever before, 
providing an invaluable resource to the younger 
generations who will follow in our paths and allowing 
our members to continue to serve long after they have 
taken off their uniforms. By becoming immediately 
relevant to these younger people, AMP will strengthen 
the Order and ensure its value for generations to come.

Air Force JROTC Cadet Clint Hinrichs, a student at Pensacola High School, Flori-
da, stands with his flight instructor Jacob “Jake” Ingersoll after making his first solo 
through the Daedalian Flying Training Program on Oct. 2. Cadet Hinrichs, a gradu-

ate of the National Flight Academy and recipient of the Daedalian JROTC Award, 
wants to attend the U.S. Air Force Academy and is being mentored by Flight 21.
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The Yankee Air Force was founded in 1981 at the 
Willow Run airport in southeastern Michigan 

by a group of volunteers whose objective was to find 
a B-24 Liberator Bomber that was built at the Willow 
Run Bomber Plant and bring it back to its place of birth. 
Of the nearly 9,000 B-24s built at Willow Run, only 
four remain. Two are in England at museums, one is at 
Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, in the 8th AF Museum, and 
the last is in a museum in Canada.

The Willow Run Bomber Plant, located just outside 
of Detroit near Ypsilanti, was the pinnacle of American 
innovation at the time of its construction. Between 1940 
and 1945, workers built the plant and accomplished 
something truly astonishing: one B-24 Liberator 
rolled off the production line every 55 minutes. This 
mind-boggling feat of engineering and logistics was 
accomplished by the Ford Motor Company to create 
an incredibly powerful industrial complex nicknamed 
the “Arsenal of Democracy.”

The Willow Run Bomber Plant reflected the auto 
industries’ expertise in producing these bombers. 

The engines were built by Buick in Illinois. Nash-
Kelvinator built the propellers. Briggs Manufacturing 
built the gun turrets. The machine guns were produced 
by AC Spark Plugs, Inc., in Michigan. The engine 
nacelles and outer wing panels were both produced 
off-site by Michigan firms in the Detroit area. This was 
a cross section of expertise in the automobile industry. 

In 1940, the aircraft industry in the United States 
was manufacturing airplanes one at a time using what 
was known as “craft production.” The aircraft were 
individually produced and parts from one aircraft 
would likely not fit any other similar model of airplane. 
Conversely, in the 1940s, the auto industry in Detroit was 
characterized by very little handwork, interchangeable 
parts, specialized tools, and automation. This permitted 
extremely high volume production at a reduced cost.  

The concept now known as “just in time 
manufacturing” was used at the Ford Bomber Plant. 
This involved introducing individual components to an 
assembly line at various stages of production. These 
components were built to extremely close tolerances. 

“We Can Do It” Saving the Willow Run Bomber Plant

By: Col. Ray Hunter, USAF (Ret)
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Sub-assemblies were introduced into the assembly 
process as the Liberator bombers moved along on a 
two-track assembly line. 

The Willow Run B-24 Bomber Plant was designed 
by Albert Kahn, renowned architect, well known for 
buildings on the University of Michigan campus and in 
the Detroit area. At the time the plant covered 5,000,000 
square feet, the largest factory in the world under one 
roof. Engineer Charles Sorenson was the brain behind 
the plant. He designed the two-track assembly line.

The plant employed over 40,000 people -- men, 
women, whites, blacks -- all receiving equal pay for 
equal work. Many of these workers migrated from the 
south in search of jobs and a desire to serve their nation. 
There was a group of “little people” who worked in 
places where others could 
not easily fit. Some of these 
workers, the “munchkins,” 
were recruited from the 
“Wizard of Oz” movie. 
Charles Lindburgh was 
employed by the bomber 
plant to head up the flight 
testing program. Initially 
the plant had growing pains 
in the form of production 
problems so a group of 
government officials was 
sent on a fact finding 
inspection visit. The group 
was headed up by none other than Harry S. Truman. 
Truman found that the plant was doing just fine and 
would be successful.

The final several hundred yards of the plant was 
where the fuel tanks, hydraulic reservoirs, and engine 
oil tanks were filled. The bombers were then rolled out, 
engines tested, and final checks made for flight testing.

While the rest of the nearly 5,000,000 square feet 
of the plant was demolished in 2012, these last two 
segments of the assembly line were purchased by the 
Yankee Air Museum. This historic site was saved as 
the result of a campaign known as “Save the Bomber 
Plant.” The Rosie the Riveter “We Can Do It” theme was 
prevalent throughout the initial campaign and remains 
today. Over $8,000,000 was raised consisting of both 
cash donations and in-kind contributions by major 
corporations and local trade unions. The building is 
143,000 square feet in size, has two huge hangar doors 
that still work and is surrounded by nearly 19 acres of 
space for parking and outdoor recreation areas.  

The Yankee Air Museum is honoring the sacrifices 
of the greatest generation who fought in World War 
II for our freedom at home and abroad, by preserving 
a portion of the former Willow Run Bomber Plant. 
It will be renovated to become the new home of the 
Yankee Air Museum. The new Museum at Willow Run 
will house over 20 historic aircraft, including a B-52D 
Stratofortress. A new hangar will be constructed to 
house the museum’s award-winning flying history 
books: the B-17 Yankee Lady, the B-25 Yankee Warrior, 
and a C-47 called Hairless Joe, recently repainted to 

commemorate the pilots who 
flew in the China-Burma-India 
campaign. 

When completed the increased 
space will also allow the museum 
to expand its “Unity in Learning” 
education program and exhibits. 
It will provide a conference 
center that will provide space and 
workshop areas for 1,000 people. 
Most importantly, the new facility 
will introduce future generations 
to the story of the brave men 
and women who worked at the 
Willow Run Bomber Plant. For 

information on this project and the museum’s activities 
go to www.yankeeairmuseum.org.

A B-24 Liberator sits on the ramp at the Willow Run Bomber Plant in the 1940s.

The B-17 is one of the many historic aircraft that will be housed in the 
new hangar.
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Leslie R. Leavoy was born on Sept. 21, 1924, in Roseville, Michigan.  
He grew up pretty close to Selfridge Air Field. As a kid Les often rode 

his bike to the airfield and hung off the fence to watch the P-26 “Peashooter” 
fighters compete in pylon races over the base. In the 1930s Les caddied at the 
local golf course and occasionally a P-26 would land on a fairway with the 
pilot climbing out of the aircraft with his knee high leather boots to visit with 
his buddies golfing. Les knew right then that he was destined to be a fighter 
pilot. 

Les volunteered for service on Dec. 8, 1941, the day after the Pearl Harbor 
attack. He graduated from high school in May 1942 and shipped off to basic 
Army training in Miami Beach. He qualified for the Aviation Cadets Program 
and received his gold bars and pilots wings on April 14, 1944, at Spence 
Field in Moultrie, Georgia. He went through P-47 Thunderbolt training in 
Richmond, Virginia, and then joined 16,000 other servicemen on board the 
RMS Aquitania to zig zag their way to England. Les joined up with the 397th 
Fighter Squadron/368th Fighter Group in Chievres, Belgium, flying his first 
combat missions at 19 years old. They were primarily assigned air and ground 
support for General Patton’s 3rd Army. He saw extensive combat in Belgium, 

France, and Germany, participating in numerous campaigns. In December 1944 the group saw intense combat 
during the Battle of the Bulge. Les returned to Michigan from World War II having significant experience as a 
combat fighter pilot where he earned The Distinguished Flying Cross, 10 air medals, and several other combat 
decorations. However, upon arrival at home from the war he was not able to vote or drink as he was not yet 21 
years old!

After he separated from the US Army Air Corps Les joined the Michigan Air National Guard flying brand new 
P-51D Mustangs. The Guard later converted to the F-84B Thunderjet and volunteered to serve in the Korean 
Conflict. Les’ unit ended up at the newly activated Luke AFB training US and NATO fighter pilots for the Korean 
War. He attended Fighter Weapons School in 1952. After a tour as the commander of the 3rd Air Force Gunnery 
Standardization Unit at Nouasseur Air Base, Morocco, Les came back to Luke AFB where he assumed his first 
F-100 squadron commander job with the 4515th CCTS training F-100 pilots. In the early 1960’s he was stationed 
in Misawa Air Base, Japan, where his F-100 squadron had a nuclear alert mission. Les led the 90th TFS “Pair 
O Dice” on their first combat missions of the Vietnam War out of Da Nang Air Base, Vietnam, on Feb. 8, 1965. 
He then commanded the 416th TFS “Silver Knights” at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Vietnam. From there he became 
commander of the 90th TFS again at Bien Hoa Air Base, Vietnam.

After Vietnam Les headed back to his third tour at Luke AFB as the commander of 4511th CCTS from            
1967-69. He went on to be the Chief of Training for the 58th Training Wing at Luke and then in 1971 became the 
active duty advisor to the 149th TFG Texas Air National Guard at Kelly AFB training the unit to fly the F-100 
Super Sabre. Les retired from the USAF in September 1976 flying his last sortie in the F-100 on his 52nd birthday. 
He had almost 7,000 hours as a fighter pilot having spent all 34 years of his USAF career in the fighter cockpit. He 
commanded five F-100 squadrons during the 18 years he flew the Super Sabre. He was very adamant that being a 
squadron commander was the best job in the USAF.

The two achievements Les was proudest of in his long USAF career were being a combat fighter pilot and 
training fighter pilots. He felt strongly that some of the pilots in his WWII group were lost due to inadequate 
training. He saw too many of his friends killed in World War II on takeoff, landing, and midair mishaps that could 
have been prevented with better training. He was determined to train fighter pilots to fight, achieve their mission 

Les Leavoy’s 1934 school photo

A Fighter Pilot’s Duty: a Tribute to Les Leavoy 
By: Laird Leavoy
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objectives, and come back home to their families, this 
was his heartfelt passion. He volunteered early to serve 

in Vietnam with the goal of protecting his country and getting back to Luke AFB to help train new fighter pilots 
based on his firsthand experiences in Vietnam. After commanding three F-100 squadrons and flying 250 combat 
missions in SEA he returned to Luke AFB in January 1967 and adapted the training program to ensure these new 
young fighter pilots were as well-versed as possible to the SEA theater. That accomplishment brought him great 
satisfaction as he knew his efforts truly made a difference in achieving the mission and bringing these warriors 
back home to their families. 

Les’ passion for training carries over to this very day through the Les Leavoy Daedalian Flight Training 
Program. Established in 2006 by his son Laird Leavoy, the Les Leavoy DFT Program has helped over 100 cadets 
achieve their first solo flight with some going on to careers as US military aviators. The flight program brought 
Les great joy. He loved seeing the thrill experienced by the cadets and their families when they achieved their first 
solo flight and became an aviator!  Les headed west in 2015 at the ripe old age of 90. He did so with the knowledge 
that his legacy was continuing to groom and inspire future U.S. military aviators. We conduct the Les Leavoy 
Daedalian Flight Training Program Ceremony every September. We honor the cadets’ achievement of their first 
solo flight with a flight jacket, flight certificate, and a model of the P-47 Thunderbolt or F-100 Super Sabre that 
Les flew in combat. Best of all, these young Americans are afforded the distinct privilege of being in the company 
of true living American heroes, the Daedalians themselves! I am forever grateful that The Daedalian Foundation 
Flight Training Program has given me the ultimate platform to honor my dad’s long service and sacrifice for our 
great nation. (Photos courtesy of the Leavoy family)

Leslie R. Leavoy loved flying and especially training future pilots. 
From WWII (above) to Vietnam, Les lived the dream that started on the 

golf course in the 1930s.
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Air Camp, Inc. – Inspiring 
Tomorrow’s Technical 

Leadership
By: Lt. Gen. Richard V. Reynolds, USAF (Ret)

Start with an engineer, a college dean, a banker, and a 
test pilot—all living and working in Dayton, Ohio, 

the home of the Wright Brothers and legitimate birthplace of 
aviation. Present them with a stark and growing national need 
for more young people to pursue education and careers in 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). 
Mix in a few fine examples: Space Camp in Huntsville, 
Alabama; the National Flight Academy at Pensacola Naval 

Air Station, Florida; and the Experimental Aircraft Association Young Eagles program all across the country. Add some 
creative planning and a healthy measure of solid community support and what do you get? Air Camp, Incorporated.

The “mission planning” began in 2006, and the first resident Air Camp session with 44 middle school students kicked off 
in July 2010. For 2018, Air Camp will reach approximately 18,000 students worldwide, with a vision “to inspire the next 
generation of technical leaders and impact our Nation’s future.”

The values of scholarship, citizenship, and leadership were built into Air Camp from the outset, and the overriding 
methodology was (and is) “hands-on” in every way possible. Not watch and listen but do and learn. Fly the simulator, fly 
the UAV, fly the light aircraft (from the left seat!), recover the “black box” flight data recorder from deep water. Design and 
construct the airfoil section, and then test it for lift and drag in a calibrated wind tunnel. Take everything you have learned 
about aviation and aeronautics across five 15-hour Air Camp days and apply it to a global rescue scenario. Study the problem, 
select the aircraft and mission subsystems, plan the navigation route and intermediate stops, calculate the fuel required and 
the other logistics elements, factor in weather and winds, and then brief your mission plan to a group of junior company grade 
officers and civilian scientists and engineers. Air Camp students do this work as part of a team of 10-12, competing against 
three other teams.

This list of hands-on activities is just part of a full Air 
Camp week, originally designed in 2009 by a team of 10 
educators — six of them with terminal degree credentials. 
The list of available curriculum events and venues to choose 
from was long and included a rich array of aviation and 
aeronautics assets and programs in the Dayton region. Several 
top-notch colleges and universities were involved along with 
a major Air Force base, with assigned units like the Air Force 
Research Laboratory, the National Museum of the United 
States Air Force and 88th Air Base Wing.

Other intellectual assets included an international airport 
and several smaller airfields, a superb science museum 
and the National Park Services’ Dayton Aviation Heritage 
National Historical Park, which is home to the Huffman 
Prairie Flying Field and the Wright Flyer III, the world’s first 
practical airplane. And much more. The task of constructing 
an Air Camp curriculum — one that met guidelines for 
STEM education and had an all-important “wow factor” — became one of identifying which exciting and dynamic local 
region venues and activities to exclude. A great problem to have!

For the first five years of operations, Air Camp recruited only middle school students--rising 7th, 8th, and 9th graders. 

An Air Camp student’s experience is designed to be “hands-on” to the 
maximum extent. Flying a light aircraft from the left seat, supervised 
by an FAA certified instructor, is only one of dozens of such activities 

throughout the week.
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They were housed at  a  local  universi ty for  camp to provide an experience that might inspire students to stick 
with science and math curriculum in high school and beyond. In the sixth year of operations, an initial Teachers Air Camp 
was launched. It was structured as a compressed, 3.5-day version of the 5-day student camp, intensively hands-on, with the 
addition of collaborative curriculum development in the evening hours.

Along with professional development credits, kits of Air Camp teaching materials and demonstration aids were provided 
as takeaways for the teachers, with the objective of delivery of Air Camp lessons in the participants’ own classrooms. The 
potential of expanding Air Camp’s “reach” through Teachers Air Camp was realized and is calculated at a ratio of 75 students 
impacted per teacher graduate. This realization has become a major feature of Air Camp growth planning. Air Camp season 
number eight included the first session for elementary (4th, 5th, and 6th grade) students designed as a “day camp” with similar 
STEM motivational curriculum content and that all-important “wow factor.” And like the middle school overnight camp, 

scholarship, citizenship, and leadership are the backbone.
Community support — local and nationwide — has been 

pivotal for Air Camp growth. Like many not-for-profit startups, 
Air Camp relies on fundraising to cover a non-trivial portion of 
operating costs. Tuition for the overnight middle-school camp 
(currently $995) covers roughly a third of the total cost, while 
the day camp tuition ($449) fully funds all operating expenses. 
The Teachers Air Camps conducted to-date have all been 
funded by large grants, resulting in no cost to participating 
educators.

The Order of Daedalians has been a key Air Camp supporter 
for many years. Both Frank P. Lahm Flight 9 at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base and the national Order of Daedalians 
headquarters in San Antonio, Texas, have generously funded 
multiple tuition scholarships for students who express interest 
in careers in military aviation. Today, several Air Camp alumni 
are well on their way to that goal, thanks to this stalwart support.

Air Camp’s 2018 season concluded in October, and all 
totaled, student and teacher participants traveled to Dayton, 

Ohio, from 28 states across the U.S. The four original co-founders, the small permanent staff, and Air Camp’s Board of 
Trustees are hard at work planning for even greater achievement in 2019 and beyond.

The need for the technical workforce of the future has not diminished by any measure, and statistics for global production 
of graduates in STEM fields continue to show a formidable challenge to the United States’ leadership in this vital area.

Our economy, our security, and our overall national well-being are at stake, and Air Camp is committed to addressing 
this need for a pipeline of students inspired to do the hard work to become tomorrow’s scientists, technicians, engineers, and 
mathematicians.

More information about Air Camp, Inc., can be seen at www.AirCampUSA.com. Student on-line registration for the 2019 
Air Camp season is planned to open Feb. 1, 2019. Teachers Air Camp registration will be announced as sessions are planned 
and funded.

An Air Camp week includes a number of competitive exercises 
between the “flights” of 10-12 students. Shown here is the wind 
tunnel test of a flight’s airfoil section design, supervised by Len 

Pohlar, a retired senior Air Force civilian engineer and Air Camp 
volunteer.

The values of scholarship, citizenship, and 
leadership are infused throughout the Air Camp 
curriculum, which seeks to inspire graduates to 

pursue science and math in high school and beyond. 
Shown here, an Air Camp class gets a close 

“hands-on” look at some Uninhabited Air Vehicle 
technology at SelectTech Geospatial’s manufacturing 
facility at Springfield-Beckley Municipal Airport in 

Springfield, Ohio.
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From the first engagements in the air, military aviators have captured a special place in the hearts and minds of Americans. Further, 
since the infancy of aviation, the military has used awards and medals to recognize individual accomplishments. What better opportunity 
to influence the youth of today than to have a military aviator present a medal to JROTC cadets in recognition of their accomplishments, 
and to do so in front of their peers? That’s why there is a Daedalian JROTC Achievement Award and medal. The award and accompanying 
medal are presented to encourage the development of traits aligned with the Daedalian tenets and to interest JROTC cadets in a military 
career. Our National Flight Manual states that Daedalians are encouraged to adopt a school and participate in this JROTC Daedalian 
Award presentation opportunity. Enjoy this article highlighting the aggressive approach Ben T. Epps Flight 102 members take to 
represent the Daedalians, and the widespread influence they are having on so many young people today. 

Once again, Flight 102 would like to wave the JROTC banner and highlight their flight members’ participation 
and support to the Daedalian JROTC Award program – a program having a huge “Daedalian impact” on thousands 
of young kids. Over the last few years, you might recall several Daedalus Flyer articles highlighting Ben T. Epps 
Flight’s support to this program. Each year it seems their participation is growing. That’s because it is! This article 
is to tell you how and why that program continues to grow into one of the most active programs in the Daedalian 
organization, the impact it has on so many young men and women, and to encourage your Flight to follow their 
lead.

When founded, Flight 102 was no different than any Daedalian Flight. The first few months were more about 
establishing the flight than looking for extra events to pursue. From the beginning, there were a couple Flight 
members who represented the Daedalians at local JROTC award presentations.  However, it wasn’t until a later 
Flight Captain put emphasis on this program that the participation level began to grow. Soon there were 8-10 
Flight members regularly volunteering to make these JROTC Daedalian Award presentations each year. It was 
about this same timeframe that Flight 102’s Flight Captain attended the annual Flight Captain’s meeting with the 
Daedalian Board of Directors. During this meeting, he was shocked to hear the board announce their decision to 
reduce support to the JROTC Daedalian Award Program. In a very tactful and subtle manner, this Flight Captain 
stood and told the board that not only did he think they were missing the importance of this program, but that 
Flight 102 was about to double their efforts to promote the program…, even if he had to purchase the medals 
himself. Other Flight Captains stood and echoed the same sentiments. The board members reorganized their 
thoughts and changed their message. Flight 102’s flight captain left that meeting with over one hundred JROTC 
Daedalian medals in his hand! 

The first action Flight 102 took following this National Convention was to establish an “Awards & Decorations” 
position, solely to put emphasis on this program. Next, Flight Captain Bill Rial recruited David Jones to chair that 
position. Immediately, flight participation in the JROTC Award program increased. David’s efforts resulted in 12 
presentations made during his first “season” as the Awards & Decorations “chair” and even more presentations 
the following year. By David’s third year running the program, Flight 102 members averaged 25-30 presentations 
with as many as 18 flight members making presentations.  It now was even more clear to the flight how great an 
opportunity this program offered its members to do what Daedalians took the oath to do – to demonstrate their 
patriotism and to possibly encourage young kids to do the same.  

Enter Vance Gammons – the next “Awards & Decorations“ chairman. Amazingly, over Vance’s 3-year tenure, 
Flight 102’s participation level increased to a staggering 80 schools contacted with 20 flight members making 40 
presentations in 2016. Then in 2017, Vance handed the reigns over to Dale Hill. You might say Dale was eager 
to promote this program to yet a higher participation level. Eager? In his first year as the program chairman, 
Dale reached out to 101 schools with JROTC programs. That year, 27 flight members made 69 presentations! As 
astonishing as those numbers are, Flight 102 broke that record again this year. Dale reached out to 120 schools 
promoting the Daedalian Award. Following his lead, (Dale made 12 presentations himself) 30 flight members 
attended and presented the medal to 74 JROTC cadets this 2018 schoolyear! 

Ben T. Epps Flight 102 Sets the Bar for JROTC Awards
By: Col. Bill Rial, USAF (Ret)
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So, you wonder what impact Flight 102 had on our country’s young people? According to the Daedalian 
headquarters, Daedalians support 1,200 schools with the JROTC award recognition. Based on just the participation 
level this year, Ben T. Epps Flight 102 can proudly claim they covered 10 percent of that national support.  As 
significant as that sounds, what sounds even more impressive is realizing how many JROTC cadets this coverage 
reaches. On average, there are approximately 130 cadets in each JROTC program across the country. Using that 
average, Flight 102 by itself, has “reached” nearly 15,000 JROTC cadets just this year. By “reached,” this means 
a Daedalian is standing in front of a JROTC formation and making a medal presentation to a cadet in that unit. 
You couldn’t ask for a better opportunity to influence young people today.

How important is this program? As former Awards & Decorations Chairman Vance Gammons puts it, “We 
never know when or what will influence other people. However, we do know that in their youth, people are 
more impressionable. Therefore, we should do our part to expose them to what we believe in.” Except for a 
few Hollywood films, one could argue, that since the Vietnam war there’s not much out there today that really 
highlights America’s military aviator. Sure, the young kids are “tuned in” to today’s techno-world and receive 
as much or as little military influence as their individual motivation offers them. But, when this same young 
cadet stands before a Daedalian presenting him/her the Daedalian medal, that young person is being touched 
by the legacy of military aviation. Flight 102 member Wayne Waddell is a frequent volunteer to make these 
presentations. Averaging 5-6 presentations each year, Wayne made 7 this year. Imagine a cadet being honored by 
a man who was shot down in Vietnam and served his country honorably as a POW for over 6 ½ years! That is a 
legacy that would touch anyone! That’s a legacy we Daedalians swore to support. 

Capitalize on this opportunity within your own flight. A quick internet search will help locate JROTC units 
near you. If those units have never had a Daedalian present a cadet the Daedalian JROTC Achievement medal, 
then you and your flight can be the first to do so. You will be glad you did.

For some hints/suggestions on how to organize and conduct a campaign to find and engage JROTC units in your area, contact Dale 
Hill at nail49bravo@gmail.com. He will gladly share the lessons he has learned and the tools that help him in this endeavor.
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AWARDS

Captains Career Course
The Order of Daedalians presented the Daedalian 
Distinguished Graduate Award to CPT Margaret Budke 
at the graduation ceremony for Class 18-002 of the Army 
Aviation School’s Captain’s Career Course. Charlie 
Densford, Flight Captain of the Ft. Hood Flight,  presented 
the award for the Order of Daedalians. In attendance were 
Col. Kyle Taylor, USAF (Ret), Flight Captain of the Silver 
Wings Flight,  and Col. Rich Kianka, USAF (Ret), a member 
of the Silver Wings Flight.

Lt. Gen. Hal George Award
Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe presented the 2017 Lieutenant General 
Hal George Award to the crew of Delta Flight 68. The award 
goes to a United States civilian airline crew for demonstrat-
ing outstanding airmanship beyond routine requirements. 
The crew experienced an engine out on a night trans-Pacific 
flight and had to divert into Cold Bay, Alaska, then deal with 
the care and feeding of more than 250 passengers at a re-
mote location with very limited resources until help could 
arrive. The award was presented to Captain Greg Rooney 
and First Officers Paul Wilkinson and Jay Arnett.

Maj. Gen. Warren R. Carter Award
Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe presented the 2017 Major General 
Warren R. Carter Award to Maj. Lucas Choate, commander 
of the 27th Special Operations Logistics Readiness Squad-
ron at Cannon AFB, New Mexico. The squadron was desig-
nated the top logistics readiness squadron in the Air Force. 
The award has been presented by the Daedalians continu-
ously since 1962 to the Air Force’s  top base-level logistics 
readiness unit. This is the third time Cannon AFB has re-
ceived the award.

Orville Wright Achievement Award
Flight 29’s Lt. Col. Gregory Findlay, USAF (Ret) (left), presented 
the Orville Wright Achievement Award to 2d Lt. Johnathan Hart 
on July 20, 2018. The 80 FTW/CV, Col. Lendy Renegar and the 
Command Chief, CMSgt Marc Schoellkopf joined the celebration.
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AWARDS

ADM James. S. Russell Award
RADM Roy Kelley, Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic, 
accepts the Admiral James S. Russell Award signifying the 
most effective flight safety accident prevention program in 
the Department of the Navy. The award has been presented 
continuously since 1978 and this is the third time Naval Air 
Force Atlantic has won. The command accumulated more 
than 200,000 flying hours without a Class A flight or flight-
related mishap in 2017.

Army Exceptional Aviator Award
Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe presents the Daedalian 2017 USA 
Exceptional Aviator Award to CW4 Michael Downing at 
an annual formal attended by 500 members, spouses and 
friends of the 4th Battalion, 160th Special Operations Avia-
tion Regiment (Airborne) from Joint Base Lewis-McChord, 
Washington. On one high-risk MH-60M combat mission, 
CW4 Downing maneuvered his power-limited MH-60M 
into a severely confined, low-visibility landing zone under 
intense enemy fire to rescue multiple casualties. This mis-
sion was characteristic of his combat-proven leadership 
throughout the deployment and led to his selection as the 
battalion standardization instructor pilot.

Col. Franklin C. Wolfe Award
In the top left photo, Lt. Gen. Kehoe presents the 2017 Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe 
Award to Col. Darin Heesch, Air Force Acquisition Chief of the Air Dominance Divi-
sion and head of the Air Force Light Aircraft Attack Team, at the Pentagon. When the 
threat of Hurricane Florence caused cancellation of the team’s plan for a VIP day at 
Andrews AFB and precluded attendance by many of the team members, the acquisition 
team asked if we could support a second presentation at Wright-Patterson AFB .... we 
obliged. Bottom left, Frank Lahm Flight #9 Adjutant, Col. Jim Destout, USAF (Ret), 
presents the Wolfe Award to Col. Anthony Thomas, Chief of the AFLC Commander 
Directed Projects Division, and Mr. Ravi Penmetsa, Light Attack Aircraft Team Lead, 
with the rest of the team present. The team was recognized by the Air Force for its work 
in conducting a program to evaluate a more affordable aircraft that can operate in 

permissible environments, freeing more advanced fighters to come home and 
train for higher-end threats. The team used rapid acquisition authorities and 
the integration of other services, defense agencies and industry to conduct the 
program in less than one year.
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AWARDS

USMC Exceptional Aviator Award
Lt. Col. Christopher Ray, squadron commander of Marine Corps 
Heavy Helicopter Squadron 465 Warhorses, presents the USMC 
Exceptional Aviator Award to Capt. Sean Charvet at Miramar 
MCAS, San Diego, California. Also attending the ceremony were 
Maj. Gen. Kevin Liams, 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, and Col. Craig 
LeFlore, Marine Aircraft Group 16 commander. Four members 
of San Diego Flight 13 joined past national commander, Lt. Gen. 
Nick Kehoe, USAF (Ret), at the award presentation.  Captain 
Charvet was selected for the award based on his exceptional 
airmanship and initiative while deployed in support of a highly 
sensitive special operations mission involving a downed MV-22 
near the Gulf of Aden in mountainous terrain and reduced visibil-
ity near bingo fuel. His heroic actions allowed for the expeditous 
recovery of the downed crew and assault team, including several 
casualties, before enemy fighters could rally to the location.

USAF Exceptional Aviator Award 
Lt. Col. Zach Laird (left), 6th Combat Training Squadron com-
mander, presents the 2017 USAF Exceptional Aviator Award to 
Capt. Eric Calvey, an instructor at the USAF Weapons Wing’s 
Air Ground Operations School with Lt. Gen. Nick Kehoe, USAF 
(Ret) standing to the side (right). Captain Calvey received the Air 
Force Exceptional Aviator Award after displaying leadership, air-
manship and stopping enemies from advancing toward friendly 
troops during bad weather, jammed communications and with a 
malfunctioning target pod. (U.S. Air Force photo by Airman 1st 
Class Bryan T. Guthrie)

Captain Calvey targeted vehicles like that shown in the photo 
above. This photo shows one of the destroyed technicals with a 
mounted ZPU-2 23mm gun that had been firing directly at friendly 
forces with devastating effect. Two of the saved Syrian Democrat-
ic Forces soldiers stand in the foreground. 

Orville Wright 
Achievement Award

Lt. Col. David Barnett, 
USAF (Ret), of Flight 13 
presents the Orville Wright 
Achievement Award to LTJG 
Edward J. Reed, USN (left) 
for January-June 2017 
and LTJG Abigail A. New, 
USN (bottom left) for July-
December 2017. Reed and 
New outranked their sister-
service classmates during 
Naval Air Training. Both are 
now assigned to Helicopter 
Sea Combat Squadron Three 
(HSC-3) in San Diego.
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Flightline

23rd (Dallas/Ft. Worth) Flight
Fort Worth, Texas

4th (National Capital) Flight
Ft. Myer, Virginia

At the June meeting, 4th Flight members donned 
their flight suits, took to the podium and grabbed the 
microphone to spin tales from their aviation careers.

Flight Regulation 13-1, Regulation for the Telling 
of War Stories, was provided to all flight members and 
guests to guide the story telling, although it was printed 
at the bottom of the document that “Compliance with this 
Regulation is not Mandatory.”

Bottles of bourbon were awarded to the top five story 
tellers and Col. Eugene Deatrick, USAF (Ret), took top 
honors with his recounting of his involvement as an 
Air Force A-1E Skyraider pilot in the rescue of escaped 
prisoner of war (POW), Navy LT Dieter Dengler. 

Colonel Deatrick was on a bombing mission to northern 
Laos, fully loaded with weapons at 100 feet when he saw 
an individual waving on the ground. He initially thought 
it was a fisherman along a river bank but discovered after 
subsequent passes of the location that the individual on 
the ground had spelled out SOS on the rocks along the 
river.

Colonel Deatrick coordinated with his control aircraft for a rescue helicopter and remained on site until the 
helicopter completed the rescue of Lieutenant Dengler. 

The captivity, escape, and rescue of Lieutenant Dieter Dengler is told in the movie “Rescue Dawn” which was 
released in 2007. In his remarks to us, Colonel Deatrick emphasized how he felt the Lord put him on that mission 
over that territory at that time to be a participant in the rescue recovery of an escaped American POW. 

It was a great evening of camaraderie and storytelling before our flight’s summer recess. (Source: Lt. Col. John 
Wright, USAF (Ret))

Col. Eugene Deatrick earned the “top storytelling award” for sharing his         
experience helping rescue an escaped POW in Southeast Asia.

23rd Flight had a wonderful change of pace and enjoyable July 2018 meeting because so many of our member 
spouses were in attendance! An unofficial count of 20 spouses and significant others attended the normally male-
dominated environment. Our guest speaker, Shirley Dobbins Forgan, added to that dimension with her witty and 
insightful presentation revealing the life of an Air Force fighter pilot’s wife during his career in the military.

Shirley Dobbins Forgan grew up in McAlester, in southeastern Oklahoma. She is a 1957 graduate of Oklahoma 
State University with a degree in elementary education and is a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority. Shortly 
after graduation, she made her way to Dallas in search of a more exciting lifestyle. Little did she know.

Shortly after her arrival in Dallas, an Air Force fighter pilot swept her off her feet. She married him a year later. 
Thus, began an incredible Air Force journey with her husband and, later, their two sons. She eventually ended 
up making a transition from a first lieutenant’s girlfriend to a general’s wife. They lived and traveled all over the 
world for 31 years.
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After the general’s retirement in 1989, their 
home was in Colorado Springs, Colorado, for 14 
years. Shirley was diagnosed with breast cancer 
and following successful treatment, she and her 
husband moved to the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex 
to be near their two sons and two grandsons. She 
was married to her fighter pilot husband for nearly 
55 years until he passed away in July 2013. 

Shirley shared many of the ups and downs of 
military family life including separations, changes 
in assignments, multiple schools for their sons, and 
cultural experiences of serving in other countries. 
Her challenge in moving due to new assignments 
(27 times) was building new relationships each 
time. This is, of course, also very exciting and 
enriching. Her eldest son attended eight different schools and her youngest son went to seven different schools 
while growing up. Along the way, she met many VIPs. She mentioned Dick Cole, Jimmy Doolittle’s copilot on 
the Tokyo raid in 1942. Her favorite part was the camaraderie and the togetherness of the wives and families. 
Her least favorite part was having to learn the parts of an airplane during her honeymoon. Funny! Spain was her 
favorite location they lived in, and her descriptions of the progression from the lifestyle of a lieutenant to a major 
general during her husband’s career provided the Daedalians with a bird’s eye view not often seen. 

Her memoir “Earning MY Wings – The Adventures of an Air Force Wife” was published in July 2010. She says 
that these are her war stories, not his. (Source: Col. Bob Pavelko, USAF (Ret))

Mrs. Shirley Forgan related her adventures as an Air Force fighter pilot’s wife during 
23rd Flight’s July 2018 meeting.

53rd (Granite State) Flight
Portsmouth, New Hampshire

Granite State Flight 53 sponsored five Civil Air Patrol (CAP) cadets from the New Hampshire and Maine 
wings to attend one of CAP’s National Flight Academies (NFA) this summer. 

Every year, Granite State Flight 53 awards CAP NFA 
scholarships to promising young CAP cadets in our 
area. This year, three cadets from Maine and one from 
New Hampshire attended NFA in Old Town, Maine. A 
second cadet from New Hampshire received training at 
NFA in Fremont, Nebraska. Each cadet received a full 
$800 scholarship that covered everything from room 
and board to all training needs, including lesson books, 
ground school, a CAP instructor pilot, and ten hours of 
flight time in a Cessna 172.

National Flight Academy is an intensive week-long 
flight training program that runs from Friday evening 
through the following Saturday. Cadets work with a 
CAP flight instructor in pairs, successfully completing 
ground school, a pre-solo test and 10 hours of flight 

Maine NFA attendees (left to right): C/1st Lt. Paul Soutwick, C/Capt. Kira Wood,  
C/CMSgt Amos Grant, and C/2nd Lt. Liam Brennan (not pictured is C/SMSgt 

Phoebe Ross who attended the Nebraska NFA)
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12th (Old Pueblo) Flight
Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona

Old Pueblo Flight 12 held 
its annual summer social this 
year at Club Ironwood at Davis-
Monthan AFB in July. Gathering 
for the event were flight 
members and guests, a River 
Rat representative from the local 
chapter, and the president of the 
Tucson Chapter of the Air Force 
Association. The occasion also 
offered the flight an opportunity 
to say farewell to Flight Captain 

Col. Cesar “Rico” Rodriquez, USAF (Ret.), who has ably led Old Pueblo Flight since 2012. The flight recognized 
Rico’s tenure as flight captain with the presentation of a challenge coin holder with an etched and illuminated 
panel depicting his F-15 marked with battle stars 
denoting his three Gulf War kills. Colonel Rodriquez 
has accepted a promotion at Raytheon and will move 
to the Boston area to begin his new job as VP, Global 
Initiatives IBDE, Integrated Defense Systems. We wish 
him and his family safe travels and luck in this new 
endeavor. (Source: Lt. Col. Jerry Bryant, USAF (Ret))

instruction. This year, one of Granite State Flight’s 
own, Maj. Greg Curtis, USAF, (Ret), was one of the 
CAP instructors for the cadets in Old Town. “It’s always 
exciting to work with the CAP cadets as they learn the 
skills they need to do solo takeoffs and landings. Those 
aircraft take some abuse, but these young pilots learn 
quickly. When they do that first go-around without being 
prompted, I know they’re well on their way to having the 
skill and confidence to go it alone. In fact, many of them 
successfully complete a solo flight before they get their 
driver’s license. That’s impressive.”

Of course, the best part of the week just might be the 
traditional “wet down” after their solo flight. These cadets 
will have a lot to share when they go back to school! 
(Source: Maj. Greg Curtis, USAF (Ret)) C/SSgt Phoebe Ross with her instructor pilot, CAP Col. Plum.

Old Pueblo Flight 12 members and guests at the July 2018 sumer social.

Vice Flight Captain, Brig. Gen. Keith Connolly, USAF (Ret) (left), offers farewell 
comments to departing Flight Captain, Col. Rico Rodriguez.
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51st (Chennault) Flight
Barksdale AFB, Louisiana

The Chennault Flight at Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, was honored 
to have our own flight captain, Maj. Chris Duhon, speak to us about 
a recent B-1 flight. On May 1, 2018, Major Duhon was the instructor 
pilot on a B-1 training sortie which experienced an extensive aircraft 
fire. The crew began a controlled ejection sequence, but the student 
weapon systems officer’s seat did not fire. The student was trapped in the 
aircraft and would likely perish if the rest of the crew ejected, so the crew 
ceased the ejection process and proceeded with an emergency landing at 
Midland, Texas. Twenty minutes later the crew safely landed the aircraft 
and egressed. For their bravery, the crew members were awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross by Gen. Robin Rand, the Air Force Global 
Strike Command (AFGSC) commander. 

In August, Col. Andy Thompson, USAF (Ret) of Northrup Grumman 
briefed us on his company’s business activities. Northrop is continuing 
to make the B-2 Spirit more lethal with new defensive systems and 
improved low observables. They are also under contract to produce at 
least 100 B-21 Raider bombers. 

Finally, the chapter celebrated the graduation of B-52 initial qualification class 
18-01 in September. We hosted 13 graduates and presented them with Daedalian 
memberships. Brig. Gen. Chris Skomars, the AFGSC/A9, gave us a presentation 
on the command’s programs to develop the over 33,000 military and civilians 
in AFGSC. The newest B-52 crew members in the MAJCOM were impressed 
with the opportunities available to them in the future as they arrive in their first 
combat squadrons and begin their flying careers! (Source: Col. Russ Mathers, USAF 
(Ret))

Col. Russ Mathers, USAF (Ret), presents Maj. Chris 
Duhon with his speaker’s coffee cup.

Flight Captain Maj. Chris Duhon thanks Col. 
Andy Thompson, USAF (Ret), for speaking.

Brig. Gen. Chris Skomars (left) presenting B-52 FTU Class 18-01 with Daedalian memberships.
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2nd (Stinsons) Flight
JBSA-Randolph, Texas

Our annual scholarship and Daedalian Flying Training Program awards dinner was held at Fort Sam Houston 
in August. Members are proud that this year the flight supported six Daedalian Flying Training Program students 
and four scholarship recipients. 

It was a pleasure to recognize Col. Ed Sheeran, 
USAF (Ret), our JROTC coordinator who each 
year ensures over 90 JROTC Daedalian medals are 
mailed to local schools. He also plans for Stinson 
Daedalians to attend JROTC awards ceremonies to 
make the presentations. To honor Ed, we invited one 
of those award winners, Cadet Lt. Col. Zoe Martinez, 
unit corps commander from Floresville High School 
AFJROTC, and she beautifully sang the invocation, 
The Air Force Hymn.

Scholarship chairperson Lt. Col. Olga Custodio, 
USAFR (Ret), announced that Midshipman Ethan 
Cain of Texas A&M was recertified for the $4,500 
Brigadier General John Egan Mentoring Scholarship, 
and also earned $500 from the flight. The $2,000 
Major General Harry Johnson scholarship, named for 
one of the Order’s founding members, went to Cadet 
Mollianne Flood, from the University of Texas at San Antonio. She also won $1,250 in matching foundation 
funds. Cadet Cody McCallum, Angelo State University, earned the Major General Don Keirn scholarship. This 
scholarship includes $2,000 from the flight plus a $1,250 Foundation match. Finally, the flight successfully 
nominated Cadet Kyle Wofford of Texas A&M for the $3,000 Brigadier General Ken Keller Scholarship.

This year’s flying training program offered soaring training to two students and powered flight to four more. 
The glider flyers were Salove Guerra, our Valero Texas Open cadet, and James Odom, the Alamo Chapter of 
the AFA cadet. The first student to solo in powered flight training was Cadet Kyle Wofford, who earned the Les 
Leavoy Super Sabre Award. Tristan Mabe was the Tex Hill cadet and the Daedalian Foundation cadet was Luke 
Bird. Edward Weaver was designated the Colonel William R. Stewart cadet, in honor of the long-time leader of 
our flight. When the establishment of this award was announced by DFT chairman Gary Walston, the flight gave 
a well-deserved standing ovation to Bill Stewart.

This year’s awards dinner also celebrated the aviation accomplishments of two previous DFT graduates. John 
Pashall and Ethan Kliewer each received $500, jointly funded by the flight and the foundation, in honor of 
earning their private pilot licenses. Stinsons Flight is proud to support the achievements of our DFT graduates 
and scholarship winners. 

In September we were back at the Parr Club on Randolph AFB. This meeting featured an inspirational program 
of patriotic music, presented by Flight Captain Steve Rakel’s Floresville High School Junior ROTC Cadet Chorale. 
One of the many highlights was the Armed Services Medley, including the presentation of service flags by the Air 
Force JROTC color guard. The chorale and color guard have now supported the flight several times, including 
participation in two ceremonies honoring pioneer military aviator Benjamin Foulois, and the December, 2017, 
event in memory of the flight’s namesakes, the Stinson family. We are grateful for the opportunity to interact with 
these young men and women who serve the community selflessly. (Source: Maj. Gen. Jerry Allen, USAF (Ret))

Col. Ed Sheeran, USAF (Ret), center left, JROTC awards leader for the Daedalian 
Foundation and Stinsons Flight, stands with Floresville High School AFJROTC  

Daedalian award winner, Cadet Lt. Col. Zoe Martinez, holding her certificate and 
wearing her Daedalian ribbon top left. Her Aerospace Science Instructor (ASI), left, 

is SMSgt Esteban Martinez, USAF (Ret), and her Senior Aerospace Science Instructor 
(SASI), right, and Stinsons Flight Captain, is Lt. Col. Steve Rakel, USAF (Ret).
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82nd (Willie) Flight
Chandler, Arizona

On Sept. 13, 2018, Willie Flight welcomed guest speaker Col. Lee Alton, USAF (Ret), who briefed us on the 
Fast FAC Program in the Vietnam War and some of his experiences as a Wolf FAC flying the F-4 over North 
Vietnam. He discussed the evolution of Forward Air Controllers from WWII through the Vietnam War, including 
the use of Fast FACs in F-100s and F-4s when the threat was too great for slower FAC aircraft. Reacting to the 
increasing threat to their supply lines from air power, the communists gradually improved their anti-aircraft 
defenses down the Ho Chi Minh Trail. In addition to heavy-caliber anti-aircraft artillery (AAA), the communists 
deployed SA-2 Guideline surface-to-air missiles (SAMs) southward. As they became available, communist troops 
started using man-portable, shoulder-fired SA-7 Grail missiles. By 1967, the threat from communist anti-aircraft 
defenses made it too dangerous for propeller-driven FACs to support the interdiction campaign in the southern 
part of North Vietnam. Therefore, the Air Force combat-tested the concept of using fast jet fighters for FAC 

and armed reconnaissance missions with North American 
F-100F Super Sabres in Operation COMMANDO SOLO.

Armed with 20 mm cannon and two rocket launchers 
for marking targets and fast enough to survive in a high-
threat area, the F-100Fs proved the concept, and operated 
under the call sign Misty. In 1968, the 8th Tactical 
Fighter Wing, based at Ubon Royal Thai AB, started 
using McDonnell-Douglas F-4 Phantoms (call sign Wolf) 
successfully in the Fast FAC role, and other F-4 units soon 
followed with their own call signs. Meanwhile, propeller-
driven FAC aircraft continued flying missions through the 
very end of the Southeast Asia war.

Colonel Alton is a highly experienced pilot with 12,250 
total flying hours in military and commercial aircraft. He 
has 11 years experience as a pilot for Southwest Airlines, 
and seven years as captain in the B-737. In the military, 

F-4 Fast FACs at Ubon AB, Thailand.

Wolf FACs photo (Col. Lee Alton is in upper right corner).

Col. Lee Alton, USAF (Ret), briefed Willie Flight on the Fast FAC program.
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48th (Harley H. Pope) Flight
Fayetteville, North Carolina

he primarily flew the F-4 and the F-15, with several 
high-level command and staff positions. He flew 
F-4s during two tours in Southeast Asia, accruing 
684 combat hours on 326 missions. He commanded 
two fighter squadrons, and was chief of flying at the 
USAF Fighter Weapons School. Later, Colonel Alton 
commanded a fighter group in Europe. He went on to 
command the 21st Tactical Fighter Wing, Elmendorf 
AFB, Alaska. Late in his career, Lee served on the Air 
Staff as Deputy Director of Air Force International 
Programs. Before retiring, he served as Country 
Director, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
International Security Policy (Europe).

Colonel Alton gave a great talk on some of his 
experiences flying as an F-4 Fast FAC. His graphic 
descriptions of his “hairiest” missions over North 
Vietnam were especially interesting! Our members 
and guests thoroughly enjoyed his talk. (Source: Col. Pat Dooley, USAF (Ret))                       

Colonel Alton was thanked by Flight Captain, Maj. Frank Stookey, USA (Ret)

The guest speaker for Harley H. Pope Flight’s August 2018 meeting was Ronnie Sadoski, U.S. Army veteran, 
and his service dog, Emma. He started the non-profit charity Wags4Tags to unite our psychologically and 
emotionally impaired veterans across North Carolina with trained companion, emotional support dogs rescued 
from kill shelters so the two can heal in unconditional love, trust and loyalty. Ronnie saw the need for and charted 
this organization when he realized that North Carolina has the third highest number of military personnel in the 
country and the highest percentage kill rate in their animal shelters.

Service members who suffer from PTSD or 
PTSS (which is a symptom, not a disease) may 
go to Wags4Tags for assistance with obtaining a 
service dog, but must have a letter of prescription 
from a psychologist. Staff seek out dogs from 
shelters throughout North Carolina and match 
them to service members. The dog goes through 
normal training with the veteran 45 minutes per 
week and 121 hours of public training to help 
the dog deal with crowds and get used to loud 
music and strangers. Wags4Tags provides food 
and water dishes, a brush, a bed, and 6 months of 
flea and tick treatment. The average cost to train 
and certify a service dog is $3,500. Cost to the 
veteran, however, is zero, thanks to donations and 
the all-volunteer staff.Vice Flight Captain LTC Dave Devendorf, ARNG (Ret), thanks Vivienne Wraith 

with Chester and Ronnie Sadoski with Emma, from Wags4Tags.
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Wags4Tags has made 67 matches to date. They also train therapy dogs to visit VA hospitals and nursing homes. 
The dogs love on everyone and spend an average of 10 to 15 minutes with each patient.

Wags4Tags is based in Research Triangle Park between Raleigh-Durham and Chapel Hill. They are trying to 
establish training centers at the five VA hospitals in North Carolina to expand their service capability. There are 
similar organizations in other states and the staff tries to refer non-NC veterans to those organizations. You can 
contact Wags4Tags at http://www.wags4tags.org or (919)544-5409. 

In September, the flight gained a new member and its first Friend of the Flight (FoF). Debbie Gray was inducted 
into the Order and Tim Rushatz was approved as a FoF. Lt. Gen. Robert Springer, USAF (Ret), then gave a brief 
recap of the Medal of Honor ceremony for TSgt John Chapman, the first airman MoH recipient since Vietnam. 
Sergeant Chapman volunteered for a mission that he didn’t have to and stayed behind to ensure it was complete, 
giving his own life saving the lives of his teammates. The Chief of Staff of the Air Force presented Sergeant 
Chapman’s wife the medal on what would have been their 26th anniversary and Chapman was posthumously 
promoted to MSgt. At the Air Force Memorial, Chapman’s name was unveiled on the marble MoH recipient wall. 

The September meeting culminated with Maj. Mike Reid, 
USA (Ret), sharing his personal Army aviation experience with 
the flight. During his career, Mike was qualified in 15 aircraft 
including the TH-55A, UH-1H, OH-6A, OH-13E, OH-58A and 
CH-54A. He served as a test pilot and also flew in Vietnam with 
the 101st Aviation Group. 48th Flight was very intrigued by the 
many flying stories Major Reid recounted. (Source: Capt. Peter 
Vetters, USAF (Ret))

New Daedalian member Debbie Gray and Friend of the Flight Tim 
Rushatz.

Flight Captain Col. Joe Fitzpatrick, USAF (Ret), 
presents a mug to Maj. Mike Reid, USA (Ret), fol-

lowing his talk on Army aviation experience.

When you become a Daedalian, you join a venerated organization made up 
of distinguished patriots, past and present. Your membership offers several 

advantages, including the ability to network and build camaraderie with similar-
minded and motivated individuals, to help advocate and advance military aviation 
and space technology, and to recognize, be involved with, and learn about the top 

aviators of yesterday and today.
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24th (Maj. Gen. Frank A. Nichols) Flight
El Paso, Texas

On May 2, 2018, Mr. Bill Madden, Airfield Site Chairman, First Aero Squadron Foundation (FASF), spoke to 
the members of 24th Flight about his work on the Mormon Trail. It was while working to help discover and map 
out the old historic “Mormon Trail” that Bill acquired his archeologist skills using a metal detector to uncover 
historical relics and artifacts and to then accurately map them out using precise geographical coordinates. 

 Bill is a former U.S. Army artillery officer and was on the U.S. 
Army’s championship marksman team. After his stint in the Army he 
was employed at the White Sands Missile Range until retiring in 1990. 
Although not a military pilot, Bill nevertheless has a long and colorful 
career as both a civilian pilot and experimental aircraft builder. He 
is one of the founding members of the Las Cruces EAA Chapter 
555 and was an active member of the 1st EAA Chapter in Riverside, 
California. Bill lives in Las Cruces, New Mexico, where his hangar is 
packed with old airplanes, a motorized sailplane, and motorcycles and 
automobiles. 

Mr. Madden related the story of Col. George Cooke who was 
commander of the famous Mormon Battalion in 1846 during the 
Mexican-American War of 1846-1848. The battalion was the only 
religion-based unit in U.S. military history. Cooke was a captain when 
he was assigned the mission of finding a trail from Council Bluffs, Iowa, to San Diego, California. That unique 
mission saw him promoted from captain to colonel.

Mr. Madden then segued to 1916, when the First Aero Squadron had its birth of fire at Columbus, New Mexico. 
in support of the pursuit of Pancho Villa. 

Here’s Bill’s story: 
“On March 9, 1916, the United States was invaded by forces under the command of the Mexican 

revolutionary Pancho Villa. Villa and his troops attacked both civilians and the military outpost in the 
small border town of Columbus, New Mexico. Eighteen Americans were killed before the Villa rebels 
were turned back.

In response, President Woodrow Wilson ordered the American military’s so-called “Punitive 
Expedition” to cross into Mexico to locate and destroy Villa and his rebel forces. Accompanying 
the U.S. ground forces, which grew to almost 10,000 men, was a small detachment of U.S. Army 
airplanes based at a landing field outside of Columbus. This deployment of the First Aero Squadron, 
flying Curtiss “Jenny” biplanes, was the first use of U.S. Army (now 
Air Force) airplanes in a sustained U.S. military campaign. Their 
Columbus-based operation was, in effect, the birth of what later 
became American air power.”

Bill showed a series of photos of the bi-wing aircraft flown by the First 
Aero Squadron pilots, their hangars and airfield (photo at right). He continued 
with photos of relics he and his team have uncovered on the site of the First 
Aero Squadron. These discoveries included parts from squadron aircraft such 
as cotter pins, bolts, nuts and nails. Bill’s airfield site team’s work will help 
determine where to accurately locate the planned replication of the 1916-17 
expedition flightline on the FASF Airfield.

(L-R) Mr. Bill Madden, Mr. Ric Lambart, and Col. Bob 
Pitt, USAF (Ret) at the May 2018 meeting.
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He and his team also found bullets and cartridge casings from the Pancho Villa era. His discoveries helped 
confirm that the hangars had wooden floors and the buildings were primarily made of either wood or canvas and 
wood. 

Mr. Madden concluded his presentation by showing numerous photos of the 1916 “Jennys,” Army troops and 
their tents. He then answered questions from members of the audience.                                         

Holloman AFB News
On 21 July 2018, a large delegation of 24th Flight members and wives attended the first combined 311th and 

314th Fighter Squadrons F-16 graduation at Holloman AFB, New Mexico. The group consisted of Colonel Bob 
and Julie Pitt, Colonel Mario and Judy Campos, Major Charlie and Mayre Sue Overstreet, Captain Virg and 
Jenine Hemphill, Captain Jerry Dixon, Flight Captain Roger Nichols and Vice Flight Captain Ric Lambart. 

The monumental task of planning and executing the first joint 
graduation was in the capable hands of Ms. M. J. Tucker of the 314th 
Fighter Squadron. As usual, M.J. came through with flying colors as 
more that 450 attendees enjoyed a fantastic graduation gala in Hangar 
301.

Gen. James M. Holmes, Commander, Air Combat Command, Langley 
AFB, Virginia served as the honored guest speaker and provided the 
graduates with well-chosen words of inspiration and encouragement.                                 

In a joint presentation of the Daedalian Major General Franklin A. 
Nichols Leadership Award, Flight Captain Roger Nichols presented 
the prestigious award to Capt. Matt “Foley” Elliot of the 311th Fighter 
Squadron and Vice Flight Captain Ric Lambart presented a similar 
handsome award to 1st Lt. Zach “Banjo” Ruthledge of the 314th Fighter Squadron. 

On Sept. 5, 2018, Col. Jeffery S. “Tank” Patton presented a highly professional briefing on the MQ-9 Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft. Colonel Patton is currently the commander, 49th Operations Group, Holloman AFB, New 
Mexico. He is a 1994 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 

Colonel Patton began his presentation by reviewing the specifications of the MQ-9. He stated that the aircraft 
is approximately the size of an A-10 and can operate up to 40,000 feet clean and 30,000 feet with weapons. The 
MQ-9 has a cruise speed of 175 knots and a maximum speed of 250 knots. The aircraft’s endurance is 20 hours 
clean and 15 hours with a combat load. 

L to R: 24th Flight Captain Roger Nichols, General 
Holmes and 24th Vice Flight Captain Ric Lambart.

Flight Captain Roger Nichols presented the 
Daedalian Major General Franklin A. Nich-
ols Leadership Award to Capt. Matt Elliot of 

the 311th Fighter Squadron.

Vice Flight Captain Ric Lambart presented the 
Daedalian Major General Franklin A. Nichols 

Leadership Award to 1st Lt. Zach Ruthledge of the 
314th Fighter Squadron.
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28th (Aloha) Flight
Honolulu, Hawaii

The MQ-9 employs a Raytheon AN/DAS-1A 
targeting pod which weighs 260 pounds. It has a 
selectable laser ranging and designation (LRD) 
system and traditional heads up display (HUD). The 
aircraft’s synthetic aperture radar can map through 
clouds giving the MQ-9 all-weather capability with 
enhanced resolution. The MQ-9’s weapons are fired 
by the pilot and guided by the sensor operator.

Colonel Patton went on to say that remotely piloted 
aircraft pilots are commissioned officers while the 
sensor operators are enlisted personnel. The future of 
remotely piloted aircraft includes platform growth, 
extended range and upgraded and new weapons. 
Currently, the Northrup Company is working on a 
long-range strike bomber which will be optionally 
manned. 

Following his presentation, Colonel Patton responded to questions by stating that the MQ-9 has no air refueling 
capability and employs a Honeywell J-35 Turbo Fan engine which produces 2,000 pounds shaft horsepower. 
(Source: Kathleen Arrufat)

Flight Captain Roger Nichols, Colonel Patton, Bob Pitt and Ric Lambart.

Aloha Flight was privileged to receive a briefing at their August meeting by the Air Force’s Hickam Field flight 
crews who conducted the repatriation of the remains of missing UN personnel turned over by the Kim Jung Un-
led government this summer. The action by North Korea was a result of President Trump’s bilateral summit with 
Kim in Singapore June 12, 2018. 

Col. Halsey Burks, commander of the 15th 
Airlift Wing, welcomed Flight Co-Captains 
Col. James Shigekane and Maj. Andrew 
Powers and members of Aloha Flight to a brief 
social hour in the squadron heritage room and 
then to a briefing by the flight crews in the 
airlift squadron’s briefing auditorium.

As related by Mission Commander Maj. 
Nicole Stenstad, three C-17s from Hickam 
Field deployed on July 24 to Osan Air 
Base, South Korea. Then on Aug. 1, her 
C-17, carrying 18 US diplomatic, military 
and scientific personnel, flew a circuitous 
route, in order to somewhat avoid heaviest 
concentrations of North Korean systems and 
approach North Korea’s capital of Pyonyang 
from the east over the Sea of Japan. 

Aloha Flight Co-Captains Maj. Drew Powers (left) and Col. James Shigekane (right) bracket 
C-17 crewmembers (Maj. Britton Komine, Maj. Nicole “Buster” Stenstad, Captain Branden 

“Cobra” Gulick, and Captain Kirby Forsell) who flew the missions to repatriate US Korean War 
fallen.  Maj. Stenstad, Mission Commander for the three C-17s that conducted the operation, 
briefed Aloha Flight in detail on the trip to and from Pyongyang, North Korea and thence to 

Hickam Field.
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A planned three hours on the ground grew into five hours due to extensive preliminary checks of the contents of 
the 55 delivery containers by US personnel, followed by ceremonial delivery of the UN-insignia draped containers 
to the aircraft by North Korean personnel—where they placed them on the pavement, cushioned with bubble 
wrap pads. US personnel then carefully placed the containers on the C-17. Major Stenstad commented that the 
demeanor of the North Koreans was very proper and accommodating at all times. 

Major Stenstad and crew then flew the containers holding remains and all US personnel back to Osan Air 
Base in South Korea. Upon arrival there, in exceedingly warm conditions, the remains were met by a large 
military formation that included representatives from several of the 22 nationalities that participated with the US 
in the United Nations Command. Australia, United Kingdom, Thailand, Canada and Turkey provided the largest 
contingents along with South Korean and US forces. That UN Command fought from 1950 to 1953 to prevent the 
takeover of the Korean Peninsula by North Korean and Peoples Republic of China communist forces. 

Ceremoniously removed from the aircraft and placed in the much larger, customary transfer containers, the 
now, much more voluminous assemblage, was transferred ceremoniously to the two remaining C-17s, crewed 
respectively by active-duty Air Force and Hawaii Air National Guard aircrews which launched for the return flight 
to Hickam Field in Hawaii.

On the almost-ten-hour flights to Hickam, crew members draped the USAF transfer containers in US flags. 
And upon arrival at Hickam Field, Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam, Vice President Pence led a decorated crowd 
of Korean War veterans, military personnel, and civilians to accept the return of these fallen soldiers to American 
soil for the first time in over a half century. The remains are currently being examined and their identification 
determined by the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency at Joint Base Pearl Harbor Hickam, Hawaii. Only a 
single dog tag, belonging to MSgt Charles Hobert McDaniel, an Army medic, who has been listed as missing, 
was turned over by the North Koreans; and its transfer to his two sons in August received much media coverage. 
It is yet unknown whether Sergeant McDaniel’s remains are among those returned. Major Stensted noted that 
although there were 55 containers returned by her mission, the 55 containers may hold the remains of more than 
55 missing personnel.

Aloha Flight members had many questions for the crew members during and after the briefing, with responses 
readily provided by the flight crew members. Questions revolved around current systems, procedures, and the 

Aloha Flight members and 535th Airlift Squadron members surround Maj. Nicole “Buster” Stenstad (center left), the Mission Commander of the 
C-17 mission to repatriate remains of US Korean War fallen.
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Kitty Hawk Flight’s July meeting featured the return of 
Maj. Wade “Lefty” Leatham, USAF (Ret), and his wife, 
Sheila. Wade grew up in an Air Force family and his dad 
was a fighter pilot who flew F-105Ds in Vietnam, earning 
two Silver Stars, one DFC and 15 Air Medals. His dad 
was a lifelong Daedalian with over 5,600 flying hours 
and Wade followed in his footsteps as a fighter pilot, a 
River Rat, and a Daedalian. Wade graduated from the Air 
Force Academy in 1979, went through pilot training at 
Williams AFB, Arizona, and initial F-4 training at George 
AFB, California. His career spanned over 20 years with 
assignments at Torrejon AB, Spain, in the 614th TFS; 
Seymour-Johnson AFB, North Carolina, in the 334th 
TFS; and George AFB, California, as an IP in the 21st 
TFS, training USAF and German students. He was then 

selected as an initial cadre member for the F-15E in the 422nd Test Squadron, Nellis AFB, Nevada. Following, 
he was handpicked to serve in the ACC/IG office at Langley AFB, Virginia. His last assignment was back at 
Seymour-Johnson AFB as both an F-15E academic instructor and an IP in 334th Fighter Squadron “Eagles.” He 
retired in January 2003 with over 3,900 flying hours and went to fly for JetBlue. 

Our meeting was attended by guests, 
Captain Stephen “Ali” Keck, who 
received a Kitty Hawk tie and Major 
Christopher “Tumble” Weed and his 
lovely wife, Stacia. Both are considering 
membership in the Daedalians. (Source: Lt. 
Col. Bill Allgaier, USAF (Ret))

challenges of many complications that inevitably occurred in such an airlift mission—with its complexity and 
high-level command, political and media interest. Communications with North Korean air controllers and aircraft-
mechanical/electronics were just two of such challenges.

Enthusiastic discussion continued over a delicious meal back in the squadron heritage room. Flight Co-Captains 
Shigekane and Powers, recognized several Aloha Flight members for their Korean war service, and that Korean 
War Ace, Lt. Gen. Winton W. “Bones” Marshall was active with our Flight until his passing in 2015. Aloha Flight 
is very appreciative for a terrific aviator’s program by these select, Air Force flight crew members who executed 
this highest-interest repatriation mission to and from Pyongyang and thence to US soil in Hawaii with precision 
and dignity. (Source: Col. William Liggett, USAF (Ret))

8th (Kitty Hawk) Flight
Goldsboro, North Carolina

Sheila and Maj. Wade “Lefty” Leatham, USAF (Ret) with Flight      
Captain, Lt. Col. Matthew “Edge” Swanson.

Lt. Col. Matthew Swanson and    
Capt. Stephen Keck.

Flight Captain Lt. Col. Matthew Swanson (left), future 
Daedalian Maj. Christopher Weed and wife, Stacia.
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22nd (Cascade) Flight
Tacoma, Washington

Cascade’s summer of 2018 featured a scholarship-
funding golf tournament which again saw a turnout of 
golfers at various levels, all enthused with boosting 
our scholarship fund. Our fall gathering included 
a guest speaker adding to our ongoing efforts to 
provide professional development information to 
current active duty aviators, which here in the Pacific 
NW are primarily airlift professionals. We were 
privileged to welcome Life Daedalian Lt. Col. Jerry 
Coy, USAFR (Ret), who gave us fascinating insight 
into the background and workings of aggressor 
training, both here and abroad. 

Jerry first briefly described a few of the military 
aircraft he flew as student, fighter pilot and instructor: 
O-2A, T-38, F-4, FCF, F-5, and later commercially 
with Northwest Airlines, the 727 and 747. In addition 
to earlier flying in Vietnam, he flew with, advised and 
was assigned to start up aggressor training in Saudi 
Arabia. Jerry served as an aggressor training pilot 
there and elsewhere. He accumulated many flight 
hours in all his training and operational assignments 
before retiring from active service and pursuing a 
second career as a commercial pilot. 

Today’s C-17 pilots were riveted as Jerry spoke 
of threat concerns relative to airlift operations in 
sensitive areas. For those interested in some history 
of aggressor fighter training, look online for an 
article about the subject in a 1994 issue of Air/Space 
Magazine in which Jerry is quoted. (Source: CAPT Ray 
Copin, USCG (Ret))

Col. Mark Fuhrmann, 62nd Operations Group Commander, presents the Commander’s 
Cup to the winning 8th Airlift Squadron at the Cascade Flight Scholarship Golf      

Tournament Team (left to right) MSgt Kim Fabian, SMSgt Brian Kaiser, MSgt Joshuah 
Bell, MSgt Jay Snyder.

Col. Mark Fuhrmann, USAF, and Cascade Flight presenter Lt. Col. Jerry 
Coy, USAF (Ret.).

34th (Langley) Flight
Langley AFB, Virginia

Samuel P. Langley Flight 34 kicked off the 2018/19 season with Col. Bruce Munger, USAF (Ret), as our 
quest speaker. “Bunger” earned his commission in 1993 from the Air Force Academy. He has commanded at 
the group, squadron and flight levels. The colonel has also served as MAJCOM Branch Chief, Joint Terminal 
Attack Controller instructor and formal training unit instructor. He served as the 504th Expeditionary Air Support 
Operations Group commander in Kabul, Afghanistan and finished up his career as the Director of Operations 
for 9th Air Force. Bunger is a command pilot with more than 1,500 flight hours in the A/OA-10, including more 
than 200 combat hours in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM. He has also deployed in support of 
Operating IRAQI FREEDOM and the Resolute Support Mission.
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Colonel Munger presented an update of what is happening in 9th AF with regards to the reorganization as 
a Joint Task Force (JTF). In his October 2016 focus area paper, USAF Chief of Staff, Gen. David L. Goldfein, 
outlined the need for the Air Force to have the capability to field a deployable JTF headquarters and tapped 9th AF 
to begin the process of giving the Air Force that capability. 9th AF is paving the way to the future as a deployable 
JTF headquarters. This priority lines up with CSAF’s “strengthening joint leaders and teams” focus area.

9th AF is making a lot of progress and Colonel 
Munger is excited about what that will do not just 
for the Air Force but also for our joint partners and 
the combatant commanders. When operational, 
9th AF could be tasked to lead a JTF headquarters 
in a designated location and command operations 
as directed by the combatant commander. 9th AF 
would provide the leadership and core functions 
of a JTF headquarters and personnel from other 
services would fill in the rest of the JTF staff. The 
vision is to fill key billets with Airmen and provide 
the headquarters staffing function, and then bring in 
the joint force around it to become a JTF.

To get ready for becoming a JTF, 9th AF leaders 
have been using a number of staff exercises to 
enable Airmen assigned to the organization to 
become proficient in tasks required of a JTF headquarters staff. The certification process will begin in December 
2018 and is scheduled to be ready for deployed operations in 2019.  

While Colonel Munger would rather have talked about strafing and dropping bombs in his A-10, his presentation 
was very informative and let us know how the USAF is positioning itself for the joint fight of the future. We 
greatly appreciated Bunger for taking the time to talk to the flight. 

In other news, Flight 34 elected the officers for 2018/2019. Our new flight captain is Lt. Col. Joseph Barbare 
(Babs), the vice flight captain is Jeff Platte, the adjutant is Bruce Munger (Bunger), the treasurer is Jeff Gettle, the 
public affairs officer is Eric Theisen (ET), and the chaplain is Dan Gill (Blue). 

Retiring as “Adjutant for Life” is Col. Wade “McBob” McRoberts, USAF (Ret) who served faithfully for many 
years in that position. At times, he was the glue that held the flight together in sparse times. We thank McBob for 
his many years of service to the Daedalians and wish him well in the future. (Source: Col. Eric Theisen, USAF (Ret))

34th Flight’s newly elected flight captain Lt. Col. Joseph “Babs” Barbare and 
Adjutant Col. Bruce “Bunger” Munger, USAF, (Ret).

38th (Longhorn) Flight
Austin, Texas

Our guest speaker for August was Judge Mike Denton, a West Point graduate and Army infantry veteran. 
During the day, Judge Denton presides over Travis County Court #4, the Family Violence Court, and twice a 
month, he volunteers for the Travis County Veterans Court which was started in 2010. Many of his defendants 
have traumatic brain injury (TBI), post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), family violence, and other anxiety 
issues. The result can be road rage, excessive drinking or substance abuse from pain medication. In the past, after 
an arrest, a defense lawyer might say his client was a vet and needed a break, but the leniency didn’t address 
underlying issues. Now, the Veterans Court program is working to solve the real issue and get the veteran back 
into society. 
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In September, we were honored to welcome fellow Daedalian, Lt. Col. John A. (Jack) Firse, USAF (Ret), 
as our guest speaker. Jack was an HH-3E, Jolly Green Giant helicopter pilot during Vietnam and the title of his 
presentation was “Blades of Glory and Other Close Calls: an Air Force Rescue Helicopter Pilot’s Story.” Needless 
to say, Jack’s story was a big hit and I received a lot of great feedback on his wonderful presentation. 

Colonel Firse enlisted in the Air Force 
as an aviation cadet in 1957. Following 
graduation from pilot training, in 1958, he 
was commissioned as a second lieutenant and 
entered advanced helicopter training. Upon 
completion, he was assigned to Air Rescue 
Service. In 1966, he was assigned to Udorn, AB, 
Thailand. While flying the “Jolly Green” he flew 
over 150 combat missions into Laos and North 
Vietnam. He was awarded the nation’s second 
highest military award, the Air Force Cross, for 
his extraordinary heroism, superb airmanship 
and aggressiveness under fire, while rescuing 
two pilots. During his one-year tour he rescued 

26th (Gateway) Flight
Belleville, Illinois

Veterans court was initiated in Buffalo, New York, in 2008, when a bailiff, who was 
a veteran, asked to talk to a sulking defendant. The defendant responded with military 
bearing and was listening. The judge realized there might be a better way to handle 
veteran cases. Through the Veterans Court program, if an offender makes it through 
treatment after a year, the case is dismissed and the record expunged. There are a few 
Vietnam vets, but most are from the Iraq and Afghanistan conflicts. Judge Denton hopes 
that dealing with the underlying issues and keeping the offense off the record will provide 
the defendant with some direction. The program is also designed to teach them how to 
deal with anger. The defendants must report back every six weeks. As they graduate, 
they give a speech about how the program changed them. It’s hard not to tear up to hear 
their stories. One defendant was a small man who had trouble speaking in public. When 
he finished reading a poem about himself to the group, he got a standing ovation.

The rehabilitation success rate in regular courts is about 50 percent. The success rate 
in the 460 Veterans Courts all over the US is about 90 percent. From time-to-time, his 

graduates relapse and return with another offense because they still have no direction. After three or four fouls, 
the judge will send them to jail.

For the second part of the meeting, flight member Darrel Burris told us about the WWII WASP pilots at 
Avenger Field in Sweetwater, Texas. They flew 77 different airplane types, and there were 35 WASP pilots killed. 
The program allowed a lot of men to fly combat missions. One of the 1,077 graduates from Avenger Field was 
Elizabeth Magid. She made a pact with classmate Marie Robinson that if one was killed, the surviving one would 
attend the funeral of the other. When Elizabeth heard that her friend had crashed, she wrote the poem Celestial 
Flight and sought out Robinson’s mother. It is now required reading at all WASP departures. [Editor’s Note: you 
can read the poem on the In Memoriam page of this issue.] (Source: Lt. Col. J. Robert Howard, USAF (Ret))

FLIGHTLINE

Judge Mike Denton, Veteran’s 
Court, Austin, Texas.

Gateway Flight members listen attentively to Lt. Col Jack Firse during the 
September meeting.
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eight pilots and crewmembers who had been shot down by enemy fire. His 
other decorations include the Silver Star; three Distinguished Flying Crosses 
and six Air Medals. Following his combat tour, he was selected for the first 
Coast Guard and Air Force exchange program at Coast Guard Air Station New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He then served as the helicopter Aircrew Standardization 
Pilot, at Headquarters Military Airlift Command, Scott AFB, Illinois. He is 
a command pilot with over 5,000 flying hours and a graduate of the Armed 
Forces Staff College and the Naval War College. He is a life member of the 
Order of Daedalians, the Legion of Valor and a member of the Sons of the 
American Revolution. Colonel Firse retired from the Air Force in 1982 after 
26 years of service. He and his wife Shirley have been married for 60 years; 
they have three daughters, five grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. 
(Source: Col. John Almind, USAF (Ret))

Col. John Almind, USAF (Ret), presents the speak-
ers plaque to Lt. Col. Jack Firse, USAF (Ret). 

62nd (Fighter) Flight
Las Vegas, Nevada

It has been a busy, and very hot, summer for Fighter Flight. During our May meeting, flight member CW2 Ken 
Otto, USA (Ret), passed along some observations from the F-35 tour at Edwards AFB organized by national. All 
agreed it was an impressive operation and a well-run tour.  Lt. Col. Corey Jewell, UNLV AFROTC Commander, 
and Cadets Guevarra and Martindale were guests of the flight. Cadet Guevarra recently received a $1,000 
scholarship from our flight and both cadets are interested in USAF aviation careers.

Our guest speaker, Lt. Col. Denny Weddle, USAF (Ret), 
then gave a moving presentation on his significant role 
organizing the return of POWs from Hanoi. In August 1972, 
he received orders signed by Gen. Chappie James allowing him 
to go anywhere and purchase anything he needed to support 
Operation EGRESS RECAP. Finding the name uninspiring, the 
team changed it to Operation HOMECOMING. They worked 
tirelessly to predict every need they might have to support the 
returnees, to include having uniforms made that would account 
for the weight loss from maltreatment and having a dietician 
prepare special meals for their return. On his two trips to Hanoi, 
Denny recalled the POWs being so elated at their release that they would not take their seats in the aircraft until 
a nurse got on the PA and said, “I guess you all want to stay.” The emotional POWs enjoyed their freedom, 
including Col. Dick Stratton who managed to eat four dozen eggs on his first night.

In June, Col. Chuck “Tucson” Schaan, son of our flight adjutant, delivered an illuminating presentation. Colonel 
Schaan recently retired after 30 years of service, the last 10 of which were spent working rated management issues 

Lt Col Denny Weddle, USAF (Ret), addresses the 62nd Flight in May.
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for the Air Staff, with a few years as an IG liaison, and two years 
as the ANG IG. He flew the A-10 Warthog at Davis-Monthan AFB, 
Arizona, and England AFB, Louisiana, and was a T-38 instructor pilot 
at Laughlin and Vance in the active, reserves, and as the only ANG 
T-38 pilot. Tucson also flew the 727 for United Airlines.

Our July meeting 
was held at the golf 
course on a balmy 
114-degree day. We 
recognized Maj. Peter 
Gamage, USAF (Ret), 
for donating $6,000 to 

our scholarship fund with Brig. Gen. Dick Browning, and Lt. Col. 
Harry Richard, USAF (Ret). Long-time flight member Maj. Gen. 
LD Johnston, USAF (Ret), and his wife Sherri, were the guests of 
honor. LD joked that he got off to a rough start in the Air Force 
because he “failed Combat 101” by getting shot down in Vietnam 
while flying F-4s. He made a remarkable recovery and over the course of 32 years of service commanded three 
wings, served in several important staff positions, and was the commander of the Air Warfare Center. He captivated 
the audience with his analysis of why the Air Force culture has changed significantly starting in the early 1990s. 
His insights resonated with the flight on many levels. (Source: Lt. Col. Andrew Dembosky, USAF (Ret))

Nancy and Col. Chuck Schaan, USAF, (Ret), with flight        
adjutant (and father) Lt. Col. Denny Schaan, USAF (Ret).

(L-R) Col. George Petersen, USAF (Ret), Lt. Col. JR Alley, USAF 
(Ret), and Maj. Gen. LD Johnston, USAF (Ret).

46th (Wiley Post) Flight
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Summer for Wiley Post Flight 46 is always the most active season because so 
much preparation goes into finalizing the plans to fund aviation scholarships for 
Civil Air Patrol cadets and college ROTC candidates within the state of Oklahoma. 
Brig. Gen. Jack Gingerich, USAF (Ret) spends many months soliciting students 
from dozens of high schools and colleges to apply for flying scholarships. Lt. Col. 
Joe Poe, USAF (Ret) is instrumental in recruiting citizens in the community to 
financially support our very important golf tournament. These two men have been 
indispensable to our flight’s success.

May’s meeting hosted Grayson Ardies, manager of the Airport Development 
Division, Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission, who presented the results of a 
study showing the impact of aviation on Oklahoma’s economy. We also heard 

from Col. Jim Putnam, USAF (Ret), current vice president of the Oklahoma City 
chapter of the Air Force Association; current president, Experimental Aircraft 
Association, Chapter 24 (OKC); and current Commissioner, State of Oklahoma 
Aeronautics Commission. His topic was “Military in Oklahoma in WWII.”

Our August gathering featured “always ready to bloviate” historian and 
backup speaker, Kent McInnis, who spoke about military aircraft of the 1930s, 
40s, and 50s that never quite made the cut. Titled “Flying Flops & Flukes, The 
Early Edition,” McInnis told of the era when companies took many engineering 
ideas to their limits, either ending in success or going back to the drawing board. 

Col. Jim Putnam, USAF (Ret), speaks to 
Wiley Post Flight.

Volunteer Maj. Joe Cashes, USAF (Ret) and 
tourney organizer Lt. Col. Joe Poe, USAF (Ret).
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Two weeks later in August, Flight 46 hosted our 11th annual scholarship golf 
tournament with another round of success for players and our flight.

Finally, in September, we analyzed the golf tournament revenues so we can 
start awarding scholarships to deserving students and potential military pilots. 
Our speakers, led by Col. Ken Carson, USAF (Ret), included the instructor 
pilots from University of Oklahoma School of Aviation, who recounted their 
experiences and discussed their futures in aviation. The brought along two 
students enrolled in the program. It was an evening to celebrate the results of 
our hard work. (Source: Lt. Col. Kent McInnis, USAF (Ret))

FLIGHTLINE

We Thank Our Sponsors

Lt. Col. Tim Johnson, USAF (Ret), the man who 
counts the money.

OU School of Aviation instructor, Sadaf Imani, with  Vanna Asher.

(Left) Lt. Col. Don Aspenson, USAF (Ret), and Brig. 
Gen. Jack Gingerich, USAF (Ret), with  aviation 

students Matt Geruin and Vanna Asher.
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WHY WOULD HE LIE?
A YOUNG BOY’S WISDOM 
By: Lt. Gen. Perry Smith, USAF (Ret)

 
One of my most interesting experiences relates to 

the crash and destruction of an F-15 fighter aircraft. It 
was in December of 1978.  I was the wing commander 
of the 36thTactical Fighter Wing which was stationed at 
Bitburg, Germany. At this base were 80 brand new F-15 
fighters and about 4000 military personnel. 

A U. S. Air Force fighter pilot named Gene Santarelli 
was flying over Northern Germany. He was practicing 
combat maneuvers by simulating air-to-air combat with 
two other F-15s. Each pilot was rapidly moving his 
aircraft in various directions as he tried to out smart and 
out maneuver the other pilots. The goal was to get into an 
advantageous firing position.

All of a sudden something 
extremely unexpected and frightening 
happened. Gene’s aircraft pitched 
forward and downward radically. He 
was thrown to the top of his cockpit 
and his helmet banged hard against 
the canopy. A few seconds later, the 
fighter aircraft changed directions 
and pitched up. In both cases, Gene 
was hit with strong “G” forces. On 
the pitch down, the negative G forces 
were so severe that the tiny blood 
vessels in both his eyes burst. His 
cockpit quickly filled with smoke and 
when he tried to maneuver the aircraft 
with his stick and rudders there was 
no response. Gene realized that he had 
totally lost control of his aircraft. 

Gene made the correct decision and ejected from 
the aircraft. The ejection sequence was normal with the 
canopy ejecting first followed quickly by the ejection 
seat. The parachute opened properly, his ejection seat fell 
away and he floated down to the ground under a good 
parachute. He was shaken but his only injuries were to 
his eyes and a hyperextension leg injury. It took three 
weeks before his bright purple eyes returned to normal. 

The accident investigation team found the crash site 
but attempts to determine the cause of the accident were 
going nowhere. On the ground there was a large hole; 

nothing was left but small bits and pieces of the aircraft 
and engine. 

As the wing commander I was especially interested in 
why the F-15 had gone totally out of control. Could this 
happen to other F-15s? Were all the F-15s throughout the 
world in danger of this happening?

About a week after the crash I asked, at the morning 
staff meeting, for the latest news on the accident 
investigation. Someone spoke up and said that the team 
had interviewed lots of folks on the ground. The results 
were negative with one exception. 

A 12-year-old German boy, during a school recess, 
had been watching the maneuring F-15s. He described 
what he saw. He had watched one aircraft violently 
moving.  He then saw smoke, and observed the ejection 
of the pilot. The boy then told the accident investigator, 
“and then the wing came off.”

When this information was relayed to me, I laughed 
— how silly I thought. Wings don’t 
fall off brand new fighter aircraft — 
these aircraft are so well designed that 
they can withstand enormous G-forces 
in every possible direction. 

After a pause, someone at the 
meeting spoke up. “Why would a 
young boy lie about something like 
that?” Someone else chimed in, 
“Maybe he wasn’t lying, perhaps he 
was telling the truth.” BINGO -- I 
finally woke up and started listening.  

I suggested that the accident 
investigation team go back to the crash 
area and see if a wing could be found. 
Sure enough, less than a mile from 
the crash site, the wing was located. 
It had floated down like a leaf and 
was in pretty good shape. By studying 
the shear points, the team was able to 

figure out what had happened to that aircraft and why it 
had gone out of control. Soon thereafter, corrective action 
was taken on all F-15s throughout the world.

Often we forget that it is important to listen carefully 
and to make sure that we hear both the direct message as 
well as any subtle or hidden points. 

That day in 1978 when I failed to listen to the message 
of a young boy was a turning point in my life. I vowed to 
be a better listener and to really focus and to hear as well 
as to listen.

Then-Capt. Perry Smith standing by the F-100 he flew 
at England AFB, Louisiana
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MEMBERS: Flight e-mail addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!

FLIGHTS: Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, JBSA-Randolph, TX 78150-0249, or telephone 
(210) 945-2111 or E-MAIL: membership@daedalians.org. 

ADDRESSES

4th (NAT’L CAPITAL) 
15th (MINUTEMAN) 
42nd (FIRST STATE) 
43rd (GARDEN STATE) 
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS) 

11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS 
 SKYHAWKS)

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
 A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)

jonlmartinson@cs.com....................................................................Ft. Myer, VA
cbhma@me.com.............................................................................Belmont, MA
robert.drye.2@us.af.mil.....................................................................Dover, DE
c/o Dan Todd, 21 Northumberland Dr......................Eastampton, NJ 08060-3297
curtislg@fairpoint.net ..............................................................Portsmouth, NH

foundersflight@gmail.com.....................................................Montgomery, AL
garyb47@garrettc.com.............................................................Cocoa Beach, FL
PO Box 10001......................................................................Goldsboro, NC 27532
mdenkler31@gmail.com..............................................................Pensacola, FL
P O Box 65796...................................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665 
atjewell@mindspring.com.................................................. Warner Robins, GA
jfoster@flygpt.com.............................................................................Biloxi, MS
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com.............................................Fayetteville, NC
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net; mohairr@bellsouth.net...........Lake Park, GA
redunbar@cox.net..............................................................Ft. Walton Beach, FL
70thflt@gmail.com............................................................................Sumter, SC
danny.montplaisir@gmail.com..................................................Columbus, MS
droach@sc.rr.com......................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC
skip.sanders@us.af.mil............................................................Panama City, FL
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com...............................................Enterprise, AL
flight102atl@gmail.com.............................................................Woodstock, GA

falconflight11@gmail.com................................................Colorado Spring, CO
wwise364@comcast.net; jeffroy46@comcast.net...........................Aurora, CO
c/o Maj. Jack Schnurr, 1174 Vasi Way............................................North Pole, AK
goodellwf@comcast.net..................................................................Tacoma, WA
pminersprint@msn.com..............................................................Clearfield, UT
fcbum@aol.com; henrybishop@earthlink.net.............................Spokane, WA
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com........................................................Cheyenne, WY
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way....................................Boise, ID 83709
7025 Goddard Dr......................................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive....................Bozeman, MT 59715

travisdaedalians@outlook.com.....................................................Fairfield, CA
dvdbock@verizon.net................................................................Hawthorne, CA
OldPueblo12@gmail.com.................................................................Tucson, AZ
rich@wild-blue-yonder.com.........................................................San Diego, CA
fharsany@comcast.net..........................................................Albuquerque, NM
arnichols10@gmail.com....................................................................El Paso, TX

kurt.raffetto@reagan.com............................................Sacramento, CA
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net...................................................Riverside, CA
larryking381@comcast.net........................................................Merced, CA 
ccinnamon@surewest.net.....................................................Wheatland, CA

56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON) 

 

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY) 
60th (FLYING TIGER)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP) 
103rd (FORT HOOD)

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

28th (ALOHA)

Virtual Flight

PO Box 424................................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
skif16@yahoo.com...................................................................Las Vegas, NV
patretta@wbhsi.cm..................................................................Chandler, AZ
Col Michael Connolly, 3513 Lew Wallace Dr.........................Clovis, NM 88101

flt9membership@gmail.com......................................................Dayton, OH
homarice@gmail.com.............................................................Rapid City, SD
lemayflight16@gmail.com..........................................................Omaha, NE
john.almind.1@us.af.mil...........................................................Belleville, IL
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE..................Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134..........................................................Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon..............................................................Wichita, KS 67226 

 

stinsons.flight@gmail.com..................................................San Antonio, TX
23flight@gmail.com..............................................................Fort Worth, TX
texomaflight@gmail.com...................................................Wichita Falls, TX
rbutler456@aol.com.....................................................................Austin, TX
daedalianartravelers@gmail.com........................................Little Rock, AR
WileyPostFlight46@cox.net..........................................Oklahoma City, OK
chennaultflight@gmail.com.................................................Shreveport, LA
4501 62nd St..........................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414 
Lt Col Scott Allison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307............Laughlin AFB, TX 78840 
c/o Lt Col Tom Gallagher, 5920 Peppertree Dr...............Alexandria, LA 71303
PO Box 277.............................................................................Altus, OK 73522
c/o Mark Dribell, 1204 S. Haven............................................Hewitt, TX 76643
P O Box 9012...........................................................................Enid, OK 73705 
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane......................Harker Heights, TX 76548

 
 

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012
 

 
rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com........................................................Honolulu, HI

communications@daedalians.org

NORTH EAST

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST

PACIFIC

SOUTH WEST

NORTH WEST

SOUTH EAST

HQ Contact Information:
Daedalians—P.O. Box 249, JBSA-Randolph, TX 78148-0249

 Phone Number: (210) 945-2111—FAX: (210) 945-2112
E-MAIL: communications@daedalians.org
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The following contributors have given donations which raised them to the next level. A complete list of Eagle Wing donors may be 
found on the Daedalian website.

COL Daniel L. Meyers, USA (Ret)

THE EAGLE WING

DOUBLE ACE
MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

MG Ronald K. “Andy” Andreson, USA (Ret)
Maj. Roger N. Anderson Sr., USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. James W. Brown, III, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Col. Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)

Brig. Gen. Roger E. Carleton, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Gary C. Christensen, USAF (Ret)

Mrs. Maureen DeFelice
Maj. Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Brett M. Dula, USAF (Ret)
Col. Russel A. Everts, USAF (Ret)
Col. Neill R. Gruver, USAF (Ret)

Col. Eric E. Hastings, USMC (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.

Mr. James Michael Herrin
Lt. Col. Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)

Col. Douglas A. Joyce, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)

Brig. Gen. Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)
Col. Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)

Col. Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Gen. Teresa Marne’ Peterson, PhD, USAF (Ret)
Col. Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)

Col. Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Col. Malcolm Rountree, USAF (Ret)

Col. David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt. Gen. Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col. Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)

Col. William R. Stewart, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Mr. Martin J. Stuart

ACE

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS

TRIPLE ACE
Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)

 Col. James Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

ACE OF ACES
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges

Mr. Laird Leavoy

WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR

WING COMMANDER

Maj. Gen. Timothy A. Peppe, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Gen. Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)

Lt. Col. Michael Adam Buck, USAF (Ret) 
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice 

Brig. Gen. Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret) 
Capt. Thomas Gorry, USAF

Lt. Col. David H. Hartmann, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Laird Leavoy
Col. Peter S. Miner, USAF (Ret)

Lt. Col. Christopher F. Nevins, ANG (Ret)
Maj. Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)

Col. Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)
Lt. Col. John D. & Mrs. Catherine Wright, USAF (Ret)

SQUADRON COMMANDER

Col. Elmer W. Guenther Jr., USAF (Ret) 
Maj. Richard J. Luckay, USAF (Ret) 

Col. James R. McConnell, USAF (Ret) 
Maj. Gen. James P. Smothermon, USAF (Ret) 

Col. Dewey W. Waddell, USAF (Ret) 
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Lt. Col. David D. Chestnut Sr., USAF (Ret) 
Col. Charles E. Hale Jr., USAF (Ret) 

Mrs. Lila Lee Stewart

COL Sidney William Achee, USA (Ret) 
Lt. Col. James L. Barrilleaux, USAF (Ret) 

Capt. K. Nathan Bockbrader, USAF
Col. Charles E. Bopp, USAF (Ret)

Col. Alan C. Bridges, USAF  
Col. Jimmie G. Crain, ANG (Ret)

Maj. Gen. Francis C. Gideon Jr., USAF (Ret) 
Col. Donald Hilkemeier, USAF (Ret)

Col. Richard S. MacIsaac, USAF (Ret) 
Col. Glenn L. Nordin, USAF (Ret)

Maj. Larry P. Sabourin, USAF (Ret) 
Col. Jerry T. Sink, USAF (Ret) 

LCDR Bryan M. Smith Jr., USN (Ret) 
LCDR Matthew D. Stoll, USN  
CPT Jon K. Thompson, USA

Maj. Robert R. Webster, USAF (Ret)

THE EAGLE WING

The Daedalian Foundation is grateful for all our donors who contribute to this worthy cause which seeks to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.
$20,000+ Ace of Aces -- $15,000+ Triple Ace -- $10,000+ Double Ace -- $5,000+ Ace

 $2,000+ Wing Commander Exemplar -- $1,000+ Wing Commander -- $750+ Squadron Commander -- $500+ Flight Leader -- $250+ Element Leader -- $100+ Pilot
Mail gift to: The Daedalian Foundation, ATTN: Eagle Wing, PO Box 249, JBSA-Randolph, TX, 78150-0249. Make checks payable to “The Daedalian Foundation.”

Maj. Gen. Roy D. Bridges Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj. James C. Buehrig, USAF (Ret) 

Lt. Col. Edward D. McDowell Jr., USAF (Ret) 
Maj. Gen. Perry M. Smith, USAF (Ret) 

FLIGHT LEADER ELEMENT LEADER

PILOT

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
The Big Give 2019 is March 28, 2019. This is our 
biggest fundraising event for the year and when we 
add many donors to our Eagle Wing list. Watch for 
the announcements and invitation on the website and 
Aviator. 

Your contributions help us help you accomplish all 
of the great things listed in this issue of the Daedaus 
Flyer. Our 2018 campaign raised more than $37K.

The Daedalians’ 85th birthday celebration is going to 
be fantastic as we work together on the Big Give.
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