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Volabamus Volamus

Lt Gen Douglas Owens, USAF (Ret)
National Commander

COMMANDER'S PERSPECTIVE
Fellow Daedalians, 

I write this today on August 30th from my office at the Lone Star Flight Museum at Ellington Field in Houston, 
Texas. The sun is out and the storms of Hurricane Harvey have just subsided. The last five days have been 
incredible as first the Category 4 hurricane hit the Texas coast and then proceeded to stall and dump over 50 
inches of rain on us. The flooding, devastation and impact on the thousands in its path are heartbreaking and will 
be felt for months and years to come. 

We at the museum are a new staff in a new $35M facility that was set for a grand opening September 2….all now 
postponed. While our facility is okay and our collection of planes and galleries are fine, out of our small staff of 
30, at least four families evacuated for flooding and several more lost vehicles and personal belongings that were 
overcome by rising water. Many of our volunteers were impacted as well. With great understatement, this is very 
bad.

I introduced the notion of a recall roster to the staff just before the hurricane hit and we kept in touch with each 
other through it all. Today, as a team and family and a city we start the recovery even as rivers continue to rise 
and dams threaten to overflow. By the time you read this, some weeks will have passed and assessments will have 
been made to the extent and cost of the damage in loss of life and property. 

Why I share this with you is to highlight something many of you have personally experienced or seen in the past 
in other storms, crises and even combat…it is affirmation of the human spirit. From the time the rain started to 
fall, those more fortunate came out to help those in distress. They came from different parts of the city, from other 
cities, from out of state. They came and answered the cries for help. They joined the first responders, the Coast 
Guard and the National Guard all working to save those that needed help. From cars, from trees, from porches 
and rooftops, thousands were evacuated in the face of torrential rain and rising water. 

Most of the air effort is staged from here at Ellington that celebrated its 100th anniversary this year. Watching 
the Coast Guard and Army helicopters and the C-130s in continuous action fills my heart with pride as their skill 
and devotion are put to the test answering the call of those in need. They join the many other friends, family and 
citizens that saw the need as well and said “two’s in.”

As those that would watch, comment and judge from afar begin to debate the readiness, decisions and leadership 
action for agendas in Washington and beyond, just know the indomitable human spirit rises above and is on full 
display in Texas today and the faith that moves mountains continues to bring hope in the face of crisis. 
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As I write this, I have just finished signing checks for 19 scholarship students and have more to do later. This 
is probably the best part of the job, sending support to worthy students who want to pursue a career in military 
aviation. It’s a fantastic circle: a young student is inspired to become a pilot, joins the military and has a reward-
ing career serving the nation, joins the Daedalians, retires and inspires more students to become pilots through 
mentoring, JROTC medal presentations, Daedalian Flying Training, and donations to support these programs. 
The circle starts again. 

The scholarship committee reviews matching scholarship submissions from the flights all year long, but once a 
year the committee meets to award the Hedges, Egan Mentoring, Egan ROTC, Foundation Sponsored, and De-
scendant applications. At the August meeting, the committee approved 29 scholarships totaling $54,500.

The awards program continues to grow also. On August 4, the Daedalians honored the top graduate from the 
remotely piloted aircraft school. We have plans to honor the top graduate at the flight surgeon school at Wright-
Patterson AFB in September. By the end of the year, we hope to add a few more of these types of awards. Expan-
sion of Daedalian advocacy for airpower is happening.

At headquarters, the staff is staying busy by offering tours of our building and its WWI and early-year aviation 
artifacts; managing the Daedalian flight training program; and preparing the upcoming dues mailout. Dues will 
increase a bit for 2018 to keep up with the growing cost of doing business. We have seen about a 10% increase 
in membership this year. Many are new graduates from pilot training, especially at Columbus AFB, plus many 
active duty 0-5s and 0-6s. We have a new staff member, MSgt Annette Crawford, USAF (Ret), who is serving as 
our public relations manager. 

If you are looking for ways to get involved and are not close to a flight, consider sponsoring your local high school 
JROTC detachment with a Daedalian award. Or perhaps you are close enough to a flight to help mentor a student 
in our flying training program. I challenge everyone to learn more about their founder and share that information 
with tomorrow’s generation. You are the legacy. What inspired you will inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.

Maureen DeFelice

From the Desk of 

The Executive Director

Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director

Daedalian Headquarters Building on Randolph AFB, Texas.

Volabamus Volamus
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Long Due Tribute Rendered
Author: Bruce Huffman        submitted by Chuck Sweeney

This article was written by COL J. Bruce Huffman, USA (Ret), a member of both the Distinguished Flying Cross Society and 12th 
Flight. Chuck Sweeney is the President and CEO of the Distinguished Flying Cross Society and member of 13th Flight.

The Distinguished Flying Cross Society was honored to field an inquiry from 
Byron Derringer, the great-grandson of Captain James Ely Miller, who was 
seeking a description of the medal for valor he would receive on his great- 
grandfather’s behalf. Byron spent four years doing research to substantiate 
the award request for his great-grandfather, some of which was detailed in a 
letter received from none other than the Secretary of War in 1943. His efforts 
were about to be satisfied with an awards ceremony that took place at Quarters 
One,  Fort Myer, Virginai, during the 242nd Birthday Tattoo of the United 
States Army. Realizing the magnitude and historical significance of the event, 
permission was sought and granted to provide an additional honor from the 
Distinguished Flying Cross Society to the family. 

The fuse was short with the opportunity great, so an outreach was made to 
one of our members to represent the Society at the upcoming event. Col Phil 
Roberts, USAF (Ret), himself a four-time recipient of the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Air Force Academy graduate (‘64), and former chairman of the 
National Aviation Hall of Fame, graciously gave of his time and resources to rise to the moment. A little bit about 
Capt Miller and the role he played in the history of combat aviation follows. 

James Ely Miller was born on March 24, 1883, in Smithtown, New York. He attended the Berkley Prep School 
and Yale University, graduating in 1904 with the highest honors. While at Yale, he was a celebrated oarsman and 
a “Bonesman.” Miller went on to be a vice president of the Columbia Trust Company, New York, and manager 
of its Fifth Avenue office. In 1916 he trained at his own expense to earn his pilot’s license and Reserve Military 
Aviator rating with the Governors Island Training Corps. He was also an organizer, along with Major Raynal 
Bolling (Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling), of the 1st Reserve Aero Squadron, which would eventually become the 
Air Force Reserve Command. Following the U.S. declaration of war on Germany in 1917, his reserve unit was 
activated and joined the U.S. Aero Squadron at Plattsburgh, New York. 

He left his wife and then 7-year-old daughter behind and by July of 1917, Captain Miller had been appointed 
commanding officer of the U.S. Army 3rd Aviation Instruction Center, located at lssoudon, France. Some of 
Miller’s interactions included running into the son of a factory worker while in Paris, asking him to be his 

engineering officer. The son of the factory worker quickly agreed on the 
condition that he could take flight training. Miller agreed, introducing 
him into his social circle of friends and taught him to fly after Col Billy 
Mitchell was persuaded to release him from his current assignment. 
The young officer’s name was Eddie Rickenbacker. 

Chafing under the strain of inaction and anxious to get into the fight, he 
flew his gun-less Nieuport 28 over to Coincy, headquarters of a French 
SPAD outfit, where he joined Majors Johnson and Harmon, who were 
temporarily attached, to beg for three armed SPADs from the French 
for a “wildcat” patrol above the Champagne front. 

6   Daedalus Flyer Fall 2017

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Air_Force_Aeronautical_Ratings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._Air_Force_Aeronautical_Ratings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raynal_Bolling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raynal_Bolling
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/26th_Space_Aggressor_Squadron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Air_Force_Reserve_Command


Maj Harmon’s SPAD very quickly developed engine trouble and he returned to Coincy. Miller, flying SPAD 
S.VII.C.I, SN 3144, with Maj. Johnson on his wing, was initially attacked by two German fighters, two miles above 
Juvincourt-et-Damary, which they successfully evaded. Spotting two additional German fighters, Maj Johnson 
abandoned the fight, claiming later that his guns had jammed, leaving Captain Miller alone. Miller continued to 
press the attack. A Fokker D.VII, piloted by LT R. Hildebrandt of Jagdstaffel 13, spiraled down toward him and 
he evaded his thrust by going into a spin and recovered after a few turns. That was about the last seen of him by 
Maj Johnson, as sight was lost of Miller’s aircraft above the forest of Corbeny. 

The German pilot Hildebrandt, credited with downing Miller and the German intelligence officer who had earlier 
rushed to the crash scene, witnessed Capt Miller’s dying words from his bedside in the German military hospital 
in Laon, for which he held Maj Johnson partially responsible for his circumstance. On March 11, a German plane 
flew over Miller’s airfield and dropped his personal effects on the runway. In 1919, Miller Field, Staten Island, 
New York, was named in his honor; today it is part of the National Gateway Recreation Center. Capt James Ely 
Miller was initially buried in the German Military Cemetery in Laon but was reinterred in 1921 to the Oise-Aisne 
American Cemetery, Fere-en-Terdenois (Aisne), France. 

As we approach nearly the centennial anniversary of the American Expeditionary Forces (A.E.F) deployment to 
France and engagement in active combat operations during WWI, these two historical aspects of Capt Miller’s 
valor and heroism take on a much larger role.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

The Distinguished Flying Cross was established by Act of Congress in 1926 to honor the valor and 
heroism of WWI aviators. The first medal was presented to Charles Lindbergh on June 11, 1927, 
by President Calvin Coolidge. The Distinguished Flying Cross Society, supported by research 
from the National World War I museum in Kansas City, Missouri, can find no occasion of a WWI 
pilot ever receiving the award. Therefore, the posthumous presentation of this award to Capt 
James Ely Miller, on June 14, 2017, is the first occasion of the Distinguished Flying Cross ever 
being presented to a WWI recipient, for which the award was originally intended. 

PURPLE HEART

The Purple Heart originally conceived as a Badge of Military Merit and established by George 
Washington on August 7, 1782, was modified to replace Wound Chevrons subsequent to April 5, 
1917, by G.O. No. 3 on February 22, 1932. Today the Purple Heart is awarded to any member of 
the Armed Services, after April 5, 1917, who has been wounded or killed in any action against an 
enemy of the United States. Capt James Ely Miller, by his sacrifice, became the first U.S. airman, 
eligible for the Purple Heart, to die in air-to-air combat against an enemy, while serving in the 
armed forces of the United States. 

During the course of the day’s events, Capt Miller’s family was hosted to a two-hour tour of the Pentagon, which 
included personal time in the office of the acting Secretary of the Army, the Honorable Robert Speer. Col Roberts 
presented the Distinguished Flying Cross Society plaque at the WWI memorial within the Pentagon. 

(continued on next page)
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Following a reception at Joint Base Myer-Henderson Hall at the 
residence of the Army Chief of Staff, awards were jointly presented by 
Secretary Speer and General Mark A. Milley, United States Army, Chief 
of Staff. The Secretary of the Air Force, the Honorable Heather Wilson, 
was also in attendance joined by an audience of more than 1,800.

The Distinguished Flying Cross Society was pleased to honor the heroism and valor of Capt James Ely Miller, 
by our inclusion in this august ceremony, and to extend our gratitude to his family for their pursuit of honors 
rightfully earned. The Distinguished Flying Cross Society would particularly like to thank Byron Derringer, Phil 
Roberts and MAJ Margaret G. W. Stick, US Army, for their very strong support during this fantastic endeavor. 

Secretary Speer, Byron Derringer and General Mark A. Milley with Capt James Ely 
Miller’s Distinguished Flying Cross Award.

Col Phil Roberts, USAF (Ret) (left) presents DFCS 
Plaque to Byron Derringer at the WWI Memorial in the 

Pentagon.

Front: Douglas A-1 Skyraider by Daedalian Colo-
nel Richard “Rock” Roszak, USAF (Ret).

Colonel Roszak’s artwork has been featured in 
many issues of the Daedalus Flyer. The Douglas A-1 
Skyraider was a multi-role aircraft that proved its 
worth during the Vietnam War. The US Navy initially 
ordered 15 XBT2D-1 prototypes toward the end of 
World War II. The first aircraft trials were flown by 
the USN in April 1945, but with the end of the war in 
May (Europe) and August (Japan), the AD-1 Skyraider 
missed out on combat actions in WWII. It did, howev-
er, see combat in both Korea and Vietnam. First combat 
action was July 3, 1950, from the USS Valley Forge. 
During Vietnam, the Skyraiders were transferred to the 
USAF. 

Total production of Skyraiders was 3,180 aircraft 
manufactured during the span of 1945 to 1957.

Back: Korean War Veterans Memorial in Autumn

On July 27, 1995, this memorial was dedicated 
for the 5.8 million Americans who served in the U.S. 
armed services during the Korean War. The memorial 
depicts 19 approximately seven-foot-tall stainless steel 
statues, wearing ponchos and standing in patches of 
juniper bushes. The memorial is located at 10 Daniel 
French Drive SW, Washington, DC. (Source: https://www.
flickr.com/photos/chrisubik/8206163497/in/photostream/) 

Photo taken by Chris Ubik on November 1, 2008; 
used with permission granted by license located at 
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

About the covers
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Meet the Board of Trustees Members 
COL Dan Meyers, USA (Retired)

By: Maureen DeFelice

Colonel Dan Meyers joined the Daedalian Board of Trust-
ees in January of 2012 and is always a welcome face at 

the meetings because of his many animated stories. All of them 
will leave a smile on your face and many times he elicits lots of 
laughter. Meyers is a big-picture money manager with a quick 
wit, intelligence and a realistic way of looking at situations. Dan 
works at RBC Wealth Manager as a financial advisor and the 
board is lucky to have him serving the Daedalian Foundation 
and the Daedalian finance committee. He has served the com-
mittee since October 2012 and credits Foundation Treasurer 
Colonel Mike Rodriguez’s sound investments for much of the 
growth in Daedalian investment accounts. 

Col Meyers’ view on his service to the Daedalians is fo-
cused on inspiring tomorrow’s military aviators. He sees his 
role to “help grow the pot of money so there is more to give 
away in scholarships.” He explained that the Daedalians exist to 
support military airpower. That needs to be done through edu-
cation and it can only be done with money; he then rubbed his 
fingers together to emphasize his point. If Col Meyers could 
make one suggestion to all his fraternal brothers, it would be to 
“Think about the Big Give and to give $10 on each credit card 
you have. My gosh, it’s less than the cost of a hamburger.” 

I asked Col Meyers what was at the heart of why he joined the 
Daedalians. He very quickly honored the history of the Daeda-
lians: “No other organization has that kind of legacy.” When you think about it, nothing can compare. What other 
organization carries the rich history of WWI aviation and passes that legacy on to a new generation who dream of 
serving our nation as defenders from the air?

COL Dan Meyers with Ms. Lucia Sanchez-Aldana, 
Daedalians Administrative & Facilities Coordinator

NOTAM #Fall-1
KRND // Annual Membership Meeting at 

Randolph AFB Parr Club open effective May 

11th, 2018 / Business session begins at 0930; 

lunch immediately following / Randolph 

AFB is located NE of San Antonio, TX / All 

Daedalians welcome; PPR number available 

through Daedalian HQ at 210-945-2111 or 

info@daedalians.org //

Notice Fall-1
Translation: The Daedalian Annual 

Membership meeting is schedule for May 11, 

2018 at the Randolph AFB, TX, Parr Club. The 

business session will begin at 9:30 am with 

lunch immediately following. All Daedalians 

are welcome. Contact Daedalian HQ at 210-

945-2111 or info@daedalians.org for details 

or to reserve your seat.
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The history of Air Force and Navy aviation has a unique prop fighter story that we share. The early months of 
the Vietnam War’s active American involvement saw our Air Force deploy F-4 Phantoms, F-100 Super Sabres, 
and F-105 Thunderchiefs to fly combat missions in Southeast Asia (SEA). At that same time, a venerable prop-
driven attack fighter, the Douglas A-1 Skyraider, joined those jets. For more than nine years, Air Force pilots oper-
ated that single propeller fighter. This is the story of the last prop fighter to fly combat in our Air Force.

The Douglas A-1 Skyraider was originally a Navy attack plane with an AD label (referred to as “Able Dog” 
in those days but later changed to A-1), conceived in the last months of World War II and flown by Navy units 
between wars and in combat in Korea in the 1950s. More than 3,000 were delivered, including single-seat and 
two-seat attack models and specialized electronic warfare birds. Initial Navy combat deployments to Southeast 
Asia in response to the Tonkin Gulf incident in 1964 saw each carrier use one or more Skyraider squadrons on 
attack missions in North and South Vietnam. As the Navy drew down its A-1 force in the 1964-1968 timeframe, 
the USAF Air Commando force--the precursor to today’s Special Operations Command--took the A-1 into our 
Air Force, given the aircraft’s unique combination of close air support accuracy, station time and persistence, and 
low-altitude survivability.

The United States sent the first surplus Navy Skyraiders to the South Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) in the 
early 1960s, beginning an era that would span nine years and more than 90,000 USAF combat sorties, with a peak 
intensity of more than 1,000 Air Force Skyraider combat sorties a month. By jet fighter standards of the era, a 
comparatively small number of USAF pilots flew combat in the A-1. While approximately 1,000 pilots attended 
the 4407th Combat Crew Training Squadron Skyraider upgrade program at Hurlburt Field, Florida, during those 
years, the best estimates are that only about 700--less than 100 during an average combat year--actually flew the 
Skyraider in Southeast Asia.

A USAF Skyraider pilot’s SEA combat tour was more dangerous than for all other Air Force and Marine avia-
tors, except for the F-105 Thunderchief “Thud” crews who experienced an overall combat loss rate of 2.1 per 
1,000 sorties. Although the overall combat loss rate for the A-1 was 1.6 aircraft per 1,000 sorties, for missions 
over North Vietnam, the A-1 suffered the highest loss rates compared to all other USAF and USN aircraft losses 
recorded--7.2 losses per 1,000 sorties for USAF A-1s, 4.5 for the Hun, 3.3 for the Thud, and 1.7 for the Phantom. 
The A-1 loss rates in Laos and South Vietnam were also the highest of any combat aircraft, Air Force or Navy/
Marine.

The Skyraider overall SEA loss rate was 1.7, second to the Thud at 2.1. This comparison is driven by the much 
larger number of Thud sorties flown “up North” as a percent of F-105 total combat sorties in the theater, compared 

Sandys, Hobos, Fireflies, Zorros and Spads:
A Southeast Asia Flying Story

Written by: Maj Gen Randy Jayne, USAF, Retired

A-1H drawing by Daedalian Rock Roszak, Colonel, USAF (Ret)

(continued on next page)
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to all other aircraft types. The A-1’s 1.7 overall SEA 
mission loss rate was essentially double that of the next 
three combat aircraft—USN A-6 at 0.9; USN F-8 at 
0.8; and USAF F-4 and RF-4 at 0.8. The Vietnam Me-
morial Wall bears the names of 104 USAF Skyraider 
pilots—approximately one out of every seven who 
flew an A-1 combat tour--and 40 US Navy A-1 pilots.

On the other side of these somber statistics is a ben-
efit that all A-1 pilots fully appreciated—when USAF 
measured the number of aircraft lost as a percentage 
of aircraft hit by ground fire or SAMs, the A-1 was by 
far the most survivable, more than double the statistics 
for the F-105, F-100, and F-4. Skyraider combat losses 
totaled 157 aircraft, 94 in Laos, 19 in North Vietnam 
(NVN), and 44 in South Vietnam (SVN). More than 80 
A-1 pilots were rescued, including 50 in Laos, nine in 
NVN, and 22 in SVN. These loss numbers reflect the 
fact that some Skyraider sorties were in two seat E and 
G models, with two pilots on board.

Overall combat SAR in SEA--the Air Force and 
Navy versions of “leave no one behind”--was surpris-
ingly effective, even with the technologies and equip-
ment of the time. In the entire conflict, more than 2,700 
airmen were shot down. Just more than half of those, 
50.5 percent, survived. Of those survivors, four out of 
every five were rescued, sometimes by the USAF SAR 
force--the Sandies, HH-3 and HH-53 Jollies, C-130 
King, and forward air controllers FACs--and others by 
ad hoc “come as you are” combinations of on-scene 
aircraft and helicopters. The combat rescue numbers 
in North Vietnam are perhaps even more significant, 
and by comparison more impressive. Of all aircrews 
downed in NVN, 60.8 percent survived. More than 
half of those survivors were rescued, even given the 
much higher threat environment in the enemy’s “home 
territory.” For the majority of those rescues, A-1 Sky-
raiders--both USAF and Navy earlier in the war--were 
the mission commanders and CAS for the pickup he-
licopters.

One A-1 Skyraider Sandy Lead, then-Captain Ed 
Leonard, led the rescue effort for a Navy A-7 pilot, 
Kenny Wayne Fields, shot down in May 1968 near 
Tchepone, a notorious choke point on the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail (HCMT) in Central Laos. When Fields was ul-
timately rescued by the USAF SAR force after four 
days on the ground, 189 sorties had been flown, seven 
aircraft lost or severely damaged, and Captain Leon-
ard was shot down, captured and imprisoned in Ha-
noi. Fields’ telling of this harrowing story gives great 
insight into Leonard’s bravery, and the SAR mission 
and the respective roles of A-1s, Jolly Green Giant 
helicopters, FAC, C-130 King birds, and supporting 
strike aircraft, along with the entire USAF command 
and control structure.

A-1 survivability rates--even in situations where 
planes were disabled on SAR or close air support 
sorties below 1,000 feet above the ground--were bol-
stered by a remarkable insertion of technology into the 
1950s-era Skyraiders. The original Navy and USAF 
A-1 pilots had no ejection seat, and literally had to 
“step over the side” and activate their parachute, a la 
World War II and Korean War style bailouts. In 1967, 
after more than three years of combat in SEA by Navy 
and USAF Skyraiders, the A-1 was retrofitted with a 
remarkable Stanley Aviation Yankee Extraction Sys-
tem. The Yankee used a small spin-stabilized rocket 
to “pull” or “extract” the pilot and parachute upward 
and out of the cockpit with nylon cables attached to 
the parachute harness, and then used an explosive 
charge to rapidly deploy the parachute canopy imme-
diately after the pilot cleared the fuselage. The “zero 
altitude/zero airspeed,” unusual attitude performance 
of the Yankee system--1.7 seconds from activation 
to full chute deployment--proved to be a huge factor 
in improving survival rates for the pilots of stricken 
Skyraiders. Rube Goldberg has nothing on the Stanley 
engineers, and those of us who used the Yankee are 
forever indebted to this amazing inventiveness.

The A-1 was powered by the Curtis Wright RD-
3350 with its 13-foot, six-inch, four-blade propeller, 
and its pilots had a particular swagger and esprit of the 
bygone prop era. However, that same spirit and brava-
do, in the face of highly dangerous missions, led to is-
sues back in the United States. Because of its “love” of 
jet aircraft and perhaps prejudice against “prop guys,” 
the leadership of Tactical Air Command looked down 
upon the Air Commando/Special Operations part of 
the force. This led to a good number of early Skyraider 
pilot assignments to people who had been flying multi-
engine prop aircraft—C-47, C-54, KC-97, etc.--as op-
posed to front-line TAC fighter pilots. Early on, the 
number of lieutenants straight out of undergraduate 
pilot training (UPT) was quite small. 

Later, in the 1970-1972 timeframe, more new UPT 
grads secured A-1 assignments. Another significant 
source of Skyraider pilots were F-101, F-102, and F-106 
pilots from Air Defense Command. A fourth source of 
Skyraider pilots were experienced ATC FAIPs (first 
assignment instructor pilots). USAF Skyraider combat 
alumni are an interesting cross-section of all four of 
these backgrounds. Through the course of the war be-
tween 1964 and 1972, USAF A-1 combat operations 
were flown first by advisors to VNAF units in SVN, 
and later, by four squadrons, early in the war named 
air commando squadrons, and later special operations 
squadrons (SOS), the title that remains in the USAF 
force structure today. 

The 1st SOS Hobos, the 602nd SOS Fireflies, the 
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6th SOS Spads, and the 22nd SOS Zorros operated 
throughout the combat theater, flying strike, CAS, spe-
cial operations, and SAR missions in North Vietnam, 
Laos, South Vietnam, and Cambodia. In addition to 
these four A-1squadrons, other USAF Skyraider pi-
lots flew as advisors to VNAF squadrons and in other 
short-term alert and forward operating location situa-
tions at a variety of air bases in SVN before 1969.

Later in the conflict, as the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA)-directed US war effort in support of 
General Vang Pao’s Hmong tribesmen in Northern 
Laos heated up, so did the effort to interdict North 
Vietnamese supply lines in Laos, and provide CAS to 
the Laotian irregulars. This CIA-managed ground war 
demanded more and more CAS and covert special op-
erations missions. At the behest of the US ambassador 
to Laos and the CIA, the A-1 force grew, and relocated 
to Thailand. In 1968, the 1st SOS moved from Pleiku, 
SVN, to Nakhon Phanom (NKP) on the Mekong River 
less than 50 miles from the heart of the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail in Laos. The 602nd SOS, which had previously 
shifted from Bien Hoa to Nha Trang, SVN, also moved 
in late 1966 to Udorn RTAFB, and then in 1968 to 
NKP. Also in late 1968, USAF stood up its fourth A-1 
combat squadron, the 22nd SOS Zorros, also at NKP. 

The 56th Special Operations Wing, home to a wide 
variety of special mission aircraft, including CH-53s, 
CH-3s, C-119K gunships, C-123 flareships, and QU-
22Bs, was the Air Force’s first, last and only, three 
squadron A-1 Skyraider combat unit, with more than 
70 aircraft at its peak. The Raven FACs, living and fly-
ing covertly in Laos at a series of airfields, were at-
tached to the 56th SOW, as well. NKP was a hub for 
USAF support for the air war in Laos, SAR missions 
across the theater, and a series of demanding special 
operations infiltration/exfiltration sorties for the Ar-
my’s MACV, Studies and Observations Group (SOG), 
a special forces program of behind the lines recce, sab-
otage, road watch and other covert functions.

Flying with the NKP A-1s on these SOG missions, 
code-named Heavy Hook and Prairie Fire, were USAF 
forward air controllers--at first O-2s and later OV-10s-
-from the 23rd Tactical Air Support Squadron Nails, 
and CH-3s and CH-53s from the 21st SOS Knives, 
all in support of the MACV SOG mobile launch team 
(MLT) 3, Heavy Hook, based 100 yards from the NKP 
“Hobo Hootch” quarters of the 1st SOS. In November 
1970, the superbly executed but profoundly frustrating 
prisoner of war rescue raid on the North Vietnamese 
camp at Son Tay was launched from NKP, with the 
CAS provided by a force of five A-1 Skyraiders, call 
sign Peach 01-05, from the 1st SOS. The almost per-
fectly flown mission found a recently emptied camp, 
and the force returned home empty-handed.

The A-1 pilots at NKP and Udorn had a special re-
lationship with the in-country “air force” of the CIA 
in Laos, Air America. Air America flew a wide range 
of supply, medevac, recce, and other support for the 
Hmong forces in Northern Laos, and for the Royalist 
forces in central and southern parts of the country. Air 
America Huey and H-34 helos, and light STOL aircraft 
like Porters and Heliocouriers, flew dozens of sorties 
each day in and out of contested territory, and for protec-
tion, they 
frequently 
asked for a 
Skyraider 
flight, ei-
ther be-
fore or 
after that 
A-1 flight 
had con-
ducted a 
strike or 
CAS mission, to cover their ingress, ground time and 
egress from a wide variety of Lima Sites and other lo-
cations throughout Laos.

Since the enemy was generally reluctant to fire 
on the unarmed Air America aircraft with two A-1s, 
outfitted with 20 mm cannon, 2.75-inch Mk 4 folding-
fin aerial rockets, 7.62 mm Gatling gun pods, white 
phosphorus bombs, and cluster bomb units orbiting 
right overhead, this “cover” was generally effective, 
and much appreciated by the Air America crews. The 
extent to which the support was “returned” to the NKP 
A-1 force is obvious. During my one-year tour from 
April 1971 to April 1972, all five of my 1st SOS Hobo 
colleagues who survived a shoot down in the Skyraider 
were rescued quickly by Air America, long before our 
USAF SAR force of Sandies and Jollies could scram-
ble from NKP, Ubon, or Da Nang to pick them up.

The Raven FACs in Laos were also special “broth-
ers” to the A-1 force operating there. As is now widely 
known, the then-secret Raven program brought expe-
rienced FACs from throughout SEA, willing to extend 
their one-year combat tours for six more months, to a 
covert program operating from Laotian bases in sup-
port of the CIA’s war effort, and directing US and Lao-
tian strike aircraft against a wide range of enemy tar-
gets. Interestingly, the now-declassified data on SEA 
combat sorties, loss rates, and other similar data does 
not seem to include the Ravens and their remarkable 
covert work in O-1, L-19 and T-28 missions through-
out Laos. 

Two A-1 pilots from the 1st SOS were awarded 
the Medal of Honor (MOH) for their bravery under 
fire on Skyraider sorties. The story of Major Bernie 

A Toilet Bomb secured to the A-1 Skyraider.

(continued on next page)

             Daedalian Foundation   13



Fisher is the stuff of legend. On 10 March 1966, while 
leading a flight of six A-1s in support of US Special 
Forces being overrun in their forward base camp in the 
A Shau Valley in northern South Vietnam, Major Fish-
er’s wingman, Major D. W. “Jump” Myers, was hit 
and forced to crash-land on the small airstrip that was 
itself the object of the attack. Under withering enemy 
mortar, heavy machine gun, and small arms fire, Major 
Fisher landed his two-seat A-1E on the cratered run-
way, loaded Major Myers into his empty right seat, and 
successfully took off through that barrage of enemy 
fire, and flew to Pleiku. President Lyndon B. Johnson 
awarded Major Fisher the MOH in January 1967 in the 
White House. Remarkably, Major Fisher’s aircraft on 
that mission, A-1E SN 52-132649 survived two more 
years of war, returning home in 1968. Today, it is dis-
played in the SEA exhibition at the National Museum 
of the US Air Force at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio.

Just 18 months later, after the major standup 
of A-1s at Nakhon 
Phanom, Thailand, a 
Sandy force launched 
from the 602nd SOS 
for a SAR effort near 
Dong Hoi, NVN. 
While protecting the 
USAF pilot survivor 
on the ground, Sandy 
Lead Lt Col William A. 
Jones, III suffered ma-
jor battle damage and a 
raging fire in his A-1H. 
Realizing the fire was going to consume the cockpit, 
Colonel Jones pulled the extraction handle. The can-
opy jettisoned, but the fire had damaged the Yankee 
rocket, and he remained in the cockpit, now seriously 
burned. Fortunately, the fire went out with the canopy 
jettison, and Colonel Jones continued to precisely lo-
cate the survivor, leaving Dong Hoi to return to NKP 
only after he was sure of the survivor’s exact location. 
Incidentally, the downed crewmember rescued later 
that day was F-4 pilot Captain Jack Wilson, later my 
colleague in the Missouri Air National Guard’s 131st 
Fighter Wing in St. Louis.

Returning to the United States in 1969, Jones 
was promoted to Colonel, and recommended for the 
MOH. Before the award could be made, Colonel Jones 
tragically died in a private aircraft accident. President 
Richard M. Nixon presented the medal posthumously 
to Colonel Jones’ wife in August 1970. As a final foot-
note, Colonel Jones’ badly damaged Skyraider, A-1H 
tail number 738, was fully repaired and returned to 
NKP. During my own tour, I flew it on eight SARs. 
“The Proud American,” as it was labeled during 1971-

1972, was flown as Sandy 1 on Roger Locher’s famous 
Oyster 01 Bravo SAR in 1972, when my NKP room-
mate, then-Captain Ron Smith, was awarded the Air 
Force Cross for leading the mission to rescue Locher 
after evading capture for 23 days near Hanoi. A-1H tail 
number 738 was ultimately lost in combat in late1972. 
The pilot, 1st Lt, later General, Lance Smith, success-
fully extracted and was recovered by Air America in 
Laos.

When I arrived at NKP in April 1971 to join the 1st 
SOS Hobos, by then the last prop fighter squadron in 
combat for USAF, the unit possessed 32 A-1s. When I 
returned home in April 1972, there were only 13 air-
craft left in the Hobos. More than a half-dozen of these 
losses came in a matter of weeks in April that year, 
with the North Vietnamese invasion across the de-
militarized zone, and the infamous BAT 21 SAR. The 
NVA use of the shoulder-fired SA-7 Strela-2, a Russian 
copy of the US Redeye, brought down some of the lost 

Hobos. Even after a 
few more replacement 
aircraft were delivered 
from the States, the Air 
Force literally ran out 
of flyable airplanes in 
late 1972. 

With the 1st SOS 
unable to meet basic 
daily SAR alert and 
CIA CAS frag require-
ments, the USAF de-
ployed two squadrons 

of new A-7s to Korat RTAFB, Thailand. Later, some of 
these aircraft formed the 3rd TFS within Korat’s 388th 
Tactical Fighter Wing, and would fly more than 12,000 
combat hours before returning to the United States in 
early 1976. Most of the younger A-1 pilots served “pa-
role” tours as ATC instructor pilots when they returned 
to the states, because TAC initially refused to take any 
of the returning Skyraider pilots in 1970-1972. This 
reflected the anti-special operations bias noted earli-
er, even though the returning A-1 pilots had 300-500 
hours of combat CAS experience. 

A very special friend of the USAF Skyraider com-
munity at the time, given this TAC hostility, was then-
ATC commander Lieutenant General William McBri-
de. General McBride made a personal commitment to 
the returning A-1 pilots, knowing of TAC’s refusal to 
take them into that command. The General sent a mes-
sage stating that his staff would make every effort to 
“give you the ATC base and aircraft of your choice.” 
By my count, every single Spad driver who returned 
after General McBride’s offer--including yours truly 
who returned to Moody AFB, Georgia in the T-38--got 

The canopy jettisoned, 
but the fire had damaged 
the Yankee rocket, and he      

remained in the cockpit, now 
seriously burned.
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exactly that, the ATC base and aircraft of his choice. 
This meant that when TAC leadership changed a short 
time later and General Wilbur Creech asked, “where 
are all the Skyraider guys with all that CAS combat 
time?” TAC was able to reclaim a large number of the 
experienced A-1 pilots, and the proud Sandy tradition 
was continued, even to this day.

Returning to TAC, many of the young SEA A-1 pi-
lots became leaders in USAF’s A-7 and soon-to-follow 
A-10 force. Today, in USAF special operations and 
SAR missions in Southwest Asia, and in Bosnia and 
Iraq earlier, many of the A-10 mission plans, tactics, 
and rescue force coordination principles are direct de-
scendants of the A-1 Sandy operations from four de-
cades ago in SEA. Among the nearly 700 USAF pilots 
who actually flew combat in the Skyraider, many of 
that alumni list went on to serve long and successful 
Air Force careers. The group includes a former chief 
of staff, General Michael Dugan; four other four-star 
generals, Butch Viccellio, Jim Jamerson, Al Hansen 
and Lance Smith; Lt Gens Gordie Fornell and “Tex” 
Brown, Maj Gens Darryl Tripp, Richard Engle, Larry 
Fleming, Nordie Norwood, Sam Westbrook, and me; 
and Brig Gens Heine Aderholt, Bill Constantine, R. 
G. Head, Robert Winger, Ed White, Garry Willard, 
and my other NKP roommate, Dick Dunwoody. Other 
Skyraider pilots include former Daedalian National 
Adjutant Rocco DeFelice and Daedalian Foundation 
Trustee John Larrison.

One of my 1st SOS colleagues and combat com-
panions, then-Lieutenant Hukee, has created and main-
tained a remarkable website (http://www.skyraider.
org/) that documents the A-1 combat experience in 
SEA, and has included his own combat journal de-
scribing the diverse set of missions that we flew. More 
recently, Hook has added to his outstanding documen-
tation by publishing USAF and VNAF A-1 Skyraider 
Units of the Vietnam War, a thin but rich documenta-

tion of the Spad’s combat role in SEA, published by 
Osprey Press. In 2007, military aviation history author 
Wayne Mutza added another outstanding book, The 
A-1 Skyraider in Vietnam: The Spad’s Last War, by 
Schiffer Publishing.

The USAF Skyraider community gathers every 
other year for a fall reunion and enjoys the occasional 
visit and participation of some of our amazing crew 
chiefs, weapons and maintenance colleagues, and 
other support staff that kept a venerable antique flying 
decades after it was first deployed. Also, we have been 
joined by a healthy number of our esteemed VNAF 
colleagues, many of who have thousands of combat 
sorties in the Skyraider, compared to our USAF sta-
tistics that measured in the hundreds. Additionally, we 
are always honored to see the occasional Raven, Jolly 
Green, Knife, Nail, Covey, King and other colleagues 
with whom we flew and fought. Our most recent gath-
ering in the fall of 2015 brought yet another special 
treat--the presence of a handful of General Vang Pao’s 
brave ground controllers, who forward-air-controlled 
our Skyraiders in Northern Laos for many years. We 
were honored to meet them face-to-face and visit with 
these heroes.

As our numbers and memories dwindle based on 
the march of time, we are proud to note that we flew 
propeller-driven fighters, in the tradition of our World 
War I Daedalian founders, and that the Skyraider pi-
lots of the USAF in Southeast Asia were privileged to 
fly in the very last propeller-driven fighters in combat 
in our service. A nickel in the grass for all our fallen 
brothers in that war and others since, and especially for 
those who flew our beloved Sandy SAR missions and 
Skyraider-style CAS and special operations missions, 
“up close and personal.” 

This article is an abbreviated version of a recent piece published 
in Air University’s “Air and Space Power Journal.”

A-1 Skyraider flies through a smoke screen

Douglas A-1E and A-1H
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BOOK REVIEWS
Airpower Applied

Edited by: John Andres Olsen
Reviewer: Col Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret) 

Well, every now and then, I come across a book that really captures my attention, and I want 
to tell everyone to read it. This is that kind of book. If every current airpower professional, 
along with their military and civilian leader counterparts read this book, it would lead to a 
better understanding of how to use airpower in modern warfare, without making some of the 
same mistakes that have been made in the past. The five authors Editor Olsen uses, cover 
U.S., NATO, and Israeli combat experiences from WW II through the present, and do a great 
job with their chapters. Former CSAF Gen Moseley, former Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe Gen Breedlove, Israeli AF Commander Maj Gen Eshel, and former SECAF the Hon-
orable Roche, among others, recommend the book. Not a quick read, this book gives good 
insight into airpower as a political instrument. FYI, there are two other books in this series 
that are designed to explore previously ignored facets of the history of airpower. They are 
“Airpower Reborn: The Strategic Concepts of John Warden and John Boyd” and “The Bridge 

to Airpower: Logistics Support for Royal Flying Corps Operations on the Western Front, 1914-18.” This reviewer has read 
neither yet, but if you like “Airpower Applied,” you might want to put them on your Christmas wish list.

Kiss the Talisman
Author: Howard Moss

Reviewer: Col James W. Kellogg, USAF (Ret)
Howard Moss, a fellow Daedalian and friend, has written a fighter pilots’ historical novel about the 
“Tiger Fast Forward Air Controller (FAC)” program at Korat AB, Thailand, in the early 1970s. He 
has combined two tours into one easily read novel that takes you through the individual aircrew 
successes as well as the frustrations of the politically controlled inept use of airpower during the 
Vietnam War. His experience as the “Papa Tiger” is imparted to Captain Josh Randolph as the pri-
mary character of the book. Captain Randolph has a St. Christopher’s medal given to him by his 
mother and a Buddha given to him by his gorgeous Thai girl friend and former Ms. Thailand, Ma-
linee. He kisses the Talisman before each mission and it seems to bring him luck on many of his 
FAC and strike missions. Josh and Malinee’s love affair is a central theme throughout the book. 
She provides him respite when things are overwhelming. This is written with strong fighter pilot 
language and adult situations, situations that many faced during their tours. Josh is frustrated by the wasted efforts on higher 
headquarters targets and rules of engagement the Gomers know all too well. He is no stranger to lost comrades, unsuccess-
ful rescues as well as successful ones. For those of us who were there, this is a must read. Although the names have been 
changed, the characters are real and the events are based on actual occurrences. Enjoy the book and “Kiss the Talisman!”

Jet Pioneer, A Fighter Pilot’s Memoir
Author: Maj Gen Carl G. Schneider, USAF (Retired)

Reviewer: Col Francis L. Kapp, USAF (Ret)
Maj Gen Schneider, a fellow Daedalian, has written his second book. This one is a very readable 
series of chronologically correct stories that follow his remarkable 32-year aviation career. 
That career started in 1946 when he enlisted as a B-29 Remote Controlled Turret Mechanic. 
After being selected for aviation cadet training, he received his commission and wings, and 
off he flew. His flying credits include the P-51, F-84, F-80, F-86, F-100, O-1, F-4, T-39, T-37, 
T-38, U-21, F-5 and A-7. How some of his aircraft checkouts and assignments occured make 
for fascinating reading. He retired in 1978 at AF Logistics Command Headquarters. Gen 
Schneider had combat tours in the Korean and Vietnam wars. The short stories approach 
author Schneider followed throughout the book make it very easy to put down, if the reader’s 
time is short, or read it non-stop, as I almost did. I think you will like this one.
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The Indestructible Warrior
by John Lowry

The cross-country flight in a T-33A began in routine 
fashion. Piloted by World War II and Korean War ace Colo-
nel Harrison R. Thyng, with backseater Major Hubert Clyde 
Vantrease, they had departed Tinker AFB near Oklahoma 
City on an instrument flight plan, along Federal airways to 
Luke AFB, Arizona. Their departure heading was 268 de-
grees in visual conditions, but they entered clouds at around 
4,000 feet. Their climb to altitude was relatively smooth un-
til reaching 24,000 feet, whereupon they suddenly encoun-
tered severe turbulence. The USAF accident report states, 
“ Up to this point all instruments had indicated normal and 
the wings were straight and level. Suddenly their rate of 
climb [instruments] indicated a maximum climb indica-
tion (6,000 feet per minute).” They quickly reduced engine 
power to approximately 75 percent [RPM], “while applying 
heavy forward pressure to the control stick, but the aircraft 
continued to gain altitude rapidly.”

 At an altitude of 29,000 to 30,000 feet, the aircraft sud-
denly snapped violently with the occupants thrown around 
the cockpit. The airplane continued snap-rolling and Colo-
nel Thyng reduced engine power to idle. Then, suddenly, 
the engine flamed out. 

Colonel Thyng initiated an “air start, which was suc-
cessful and quickly 
gave the aircraft a 
slight burst of pow-
er.” But it was a “hot 
start,” which forced 
him to again reduce 
power to idle. 

At this point the 
two pilots actually had no control of the aircraft. Major 
Vantrease then asked Colonel Thyng if he should jettison 
the canopy, and quickly received permission to do so. “As 
the canopy was ejected, both pilots were pelted by hail and 
strong winds which tore off their oxygen masks and hel-
mets.” 

The report shows that Major Vantrease abandoned the 
aircraft at 12,000 to 15,000 feet, …“without use of the ejec-
tion seat.” (He had neglected to remove the seat’s safety 
pin before takeoff and was unable to remove it in the turbu-
lent conditions.) Then, at around 8,000 feet and an airspeed 

of approximately 500 knots, Colonel Thyng successfully 
ejected. 

Both parachutes opened, but the pilots’ unbelievable 
torment was not over. The thunderstorm winds kept Colonel 
Thyng’s parachute suspended in the bowels of the storm for 
about 30 minutes. Meanwhile his face, head and hands were 
continuously pummeled by 1 3/4 inch hail. Worse yet, the 
storm’s downburst surface winds were reported at 70 knots. 
And upon hitting the ground the colonel was blown help-
lessly on his back across Oklahoma’s flat landscape. He was 
finally saved by a rancher’s fence which caught the chute’s 
canopy and mercifully stopped his vicious slide.

His injuries included severe multiple hail injuries to his 
face, head, neck and hands. Major Vantrease was more seri-
ously injured with the same severe, multiple pock-like hail 
injuries to his face, neck, hands and wrists. But he also had 
compression fractures to two vertebrae in his back. 

What made their survival so important was a push by 
some in the new “All Weather Air Force,” to make thun-
derstorm penetration a routine affair. In fact it was being 
taught at the USAF Instrument Instructors Course. But the 
lesson learned was that there is actually no such thing as 
all-weather flying. As this accident shows, Mother Nature 
always holds the trump card. 

Background
Actually, this hair-raising thunderstorm episode was 

just another chapter in the seemingly charmed life of Harri-
son Thyng. Born on April 12, 1918, in Laconia, New Hamp-
shire, he was educated through 8th grade in a one-room 
school in Barnstead. His high school years were in Pitts-
field where he lettered in all the school’s major sports. From 
1935 to 1939 he attended the University of New Hampshire, 
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts degree in pre-law, and 
commissioned via their ROTC program as a 2nd lieuten-

ant in the infantry. But then 
he enlisted in the U.S. Army 
Air Corps as an aviation ca-
det, obtaining his wings and 
Air Corps commission in 
March 1940. 

His first assignment 
was as a pursuit pilot flying 

P-39 Airacobras with the 94th Pursuit Squadron, 1st Pursuit 
Group, at Selfridge Field, Michigan. On November 1, 1941, 
following an organizational change, he was promoted to 1st 
lieutenant, and subsequently became the first commander 
of the P-40B-equipped 309th Fighter Squadron of the 31st 
Fighter Group. 

With World War II now raging, the 31st FG was sent to 
England, arriving without aircraft at their new base, High Er-
call, on June 11, 1942. The RAF outfitted the Fighter Group 
with Spitfire V fighters and they bedded down at RAF Wes-
thampnett, Sussex, quickly becoming operational on Au-

USAF Lockheed T-33A similar to that flown by Thyng and Vantrease. 
Photo source: https://flyawaysimulation.com

...at around 8,000 feet and an    
airspeed of approximately 500 

knots, Colonel Thyng successfully 
ejected.

(continued on next page)
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gust 4. On August 
9, flying a defensive 
patrol over the Eng-
lish Channel, now-
Major Thyng made 
the first claim of the 
war by an American 
fighter, having dam-
aged a Junkers J-88 
over the English 
Channel. More ac-
tion followed with 
Thyng being credit-

ed with “probable” kill of a FW-190, and receiving a Silver 
Star for flying top cover for the rescue of a downed 31st FG 
pilot.

In late October 1942, the 31st FG’s Spitfires were 
shipped by sea to Gibraltar, their mission to provide support 
for Operation Torch, the North African Campaign against 
the German Afrika Korps. Two squadrons of the 31st FG 
were ordered to newly-captured Tafaraoui Airfield in Oran 
Province, Algeria. 

When they arrived they observed four aircraft circling 
overhead and mistakenly identified them as RAF Hawker 
Hurricanes. The first 12 Spitfires landed without incident, 
but as Major Thyng’s 309th Squadron began landing they 
were attacked by the four Vichy French D.520 fighters. One 
of the 309th Spitfires was shot down and the pilot killed. 
Major Thyng and two other 31st FG pilots counter-attacked 
and shot down three of the four D.520s. 

The 31st was then deployed to a forward base at The-
lepte, Tunisia, which they had to temporarily evacuate dur-
ing the German breakthrough at the battle of the Kasserine 
Pass. During that battle, Thyng won a second Silver Star 
for attacking German armored forces and was shot down 
twice - the second time by British anti-aircraft fire. While 
being recovered from the British shootdown he suffered a 
broken ankle. But he was able to continue flying, thanks to 
a sling rigged by his crew chief that allowed him to operate 
the Spitfire’s rudder. 

 On May 6, 1943, while commanding the 309th, Major 
Thyng was officially recognized as an ace, with 162 combat 
sorties and five airplanes destroyed. (Unofficial accounts 
credit him with eight kills, but only five are officially recog-
nized.) Promoted to lieutenant colonel, on May 12, 1943, he 
was made second-in-command of the 31st Fighter Group. 

A little over a year later, at age 26, he was promoted to 
full colonel and returned to the United States. On Novem-
ber 1, 1944, he was given command of the P-47N-equipped 
413th Fighter Group at Bluethenthal Field, North Carolina, 
where they trained for long range escort missions for the B-
29s of Twentieth Air Force in the Pacific. 

Deployed to the Pacific on May 19,1945, they began 
combat operations in June. There, the 413th engaged in 
dive bombing attacks on factories, radar installations, air-
fields and small ships in and around the Japanese islands. 

Although not credited with any fighter-versus-fighter kills, 
he remained in command of the 413th FG until October 14, 
1945.

With World War II over, Colonel Thyng served from 
September 1947 until May 1950 in founding the Air Na-
tional Guard for the states of Maine, Vermont and his home 
state of New Hampshire. Then on June 15, 1950 Colonel 
Thyng was made commander of the F-86 Sabrejet-equipped 
33rd Fighter-Interceptor Group located at Otis Air Force 
Base, Massachusetts, becoming commander of the 33rd 

Fighter-Interceptor Wing 
in April 1951. 

In early October 1951, 
with the Korean War look-
ing ominous, he was sent 
to Kimpo Air Base, South 
Korea. And on October 24, 
1951, while still on unas-
signed duty with the 4th 
Fighter-Interceptor Wing, 
while leading a four-ship 
flight of Sabres he got his 
first MiG-15 kill. He had 
attacked a formation of 11 
MiG-15s and hit the for-
mation’s leader, causing 

him to eject. Shortly thereafter on November 1, 1951, he 
was made commander of the 4th FI Wing.

 In the spring of 1952, while flying with the 335th FI 
squadron, Colonel Thyng was credited with four more MiG 
kills, officially becoming a jet ace on May 20, 1952. He 
continued as commander of the 4th FIW through October 2, 
1952, completing 114 combat missions. Rumor was that af-
ter receiving credit for his fifth kill, he began giving claims 
for his aerial victories to his wingmen. 

Following his 
return to the United 
States, he had a suc-
cession of assign-
ments with Air De-
fense Command and 
NORAD. He was 
promoted to brigadier 
general in May 1963, 
while serving as com-
mander of an ADC 
Air Division.

Regrettably, he 
retired from the Air Force on April 1, 1966, with 650 hours 
of combat flight time in three wars, and credited with 10 
aerial victories with six unofficially credited to him. He was 
one of only six USAF pilots to achieve ace status in both 
piston-engine and jet aircraft, and the only one to achieve 
general officer status. He died of a heart attack in Pittsfield, 
New Hampshire, at age 65 on September 24, 1983, leaving 
behind his wife Mary and four children. 

Korean Ace, Col Harrison R. Thyng. 
Photo source: https://www.fold3.com

The Indestructible Warrior (cont’d)

A young Thyng preparing for flight from High 
Ercall. Photo source: https://www.fold3.com

Col. Harrison Thyng in the cockpit of his F-86 
during the Korean War. He commanded the 4th 
Fighter-Interceptor Wing. (U.S. Air Force photo)
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AWARDS
Daedalians continue to reward excellence in education and aviation 
as well as help young men and women pursue their dreams of flying. 

Congratulations to all these award and scholarship recipients.

Cadet William Carr, a senior AFROTC cadet in 
Detachment 088, California State University, Sacra-
mento, received the Daedalian Foundation AFROTC 
Scholarship. Cadet Carr has already demonstrated out-
standing performance as indicated by his selection as 
the Cadet Wing Commander and his detachment com-
mander, Lt Col Ken “Dash” Morse expects him to be a 
top-notch officer and aviator. Lt Col Morse, presented 
the award to Cadet Carr on August 22, 2017, in front of 
his fellow cadets and the Daedalian display in the de-
tachment building. Det 088 is proud of the display that 
was placed in their Heritage Room and the tremendous 
support by local Daedalian 27th Flight (Sierra). (Source: 
Lt Col Kenneth Morse)

Lt Col Ken Morse presents the Daedalian Foundation 
AFROTC Scholarship to Cadet William R. Carr.

In 2016, 23rd Flight DFW was honored to receive 
an award of $2,500 from the Ft. Worth Air Power 
Foundation. The award was to be presented as a schol-
arship to a student to encourage pursuit of a career in 
military aviation. With this money 23rd Flight created 
a separate scholarship named the “Tuskegee Airmen 
Red Tails” and awarded the money to a freshman at 
Texas Tech University who is enrolled in AFROTC.

This year the Ft. Worth Air Power Foundation 
again honored 23rd Flight with another $2,500 for our 
“Tuskegee Airmen Red Tails” scholarship. This year’s 
scholarship recipient is AFROTC Cadet Ty Millsap. Ty 
is a senior at University of Texas at Arlington and has 
been paying his own way through college while work-
ing at Cinnamon Creek Ranch Archery. His duties 
include sales, training new hires and technical work 
on archery equipment. Ty was able to complete flight 
training through solo via the 23rd Flight CFIP.

Cadet Millsap’s AFROTC detachment command-
er describes Ty as an outstanding cadet with proven 
performance at Detachment 845. “He has grown more 
than any other cadet in the unit when it comes to lead-
ership style and ability. His consistent desire for excel-
lence is tempered with the understanding that leading 
isn’t about doing the best, it’s about teaching others 

Cadet Ty Millsap following his solo flight thanks to the 23rd Flight CFIP scholar-
ship. (Source: Kevin Pottinger)
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Major Travis Patterson received the 3rd MAW 
Aviator of the Year Award for his role as the officer in 
charge of the first combat deployment of AH-1S heli-
copters in combat for HMLA-267. His leadership also 
earned him the Daedalian Marine Corps Aviator of the 
Year award at the recent National Convention. Maj 
Patterson was not able to be with us as he has been re-
assigned to HMX-1 in Quantico, VA, flying Marine-1 
for the President. Daedalian Flight 4 at Ft. Myer, VA, 
will present the 3rd MAW Aviator of the Year award on 
behalf of Flight 13 and Maj Gen Wise, Commanding 
General, 3rd MAW. (Source: Rich Martindell)

The Orville Wright Achievement Award was pre-
sented to Captain Austin Muffly on June 29, 2017, dur-
ing a short ceremony with the HMLAT-303 squadron 
at Camp Pendleton. It was an honor to represent the 
Order of Daedalians in presenting this award to Cap-
tain Muffly which he earned for his flight school per-
formance in the second half of 2016 while assigned to 
HT-28 under the Chief of Naval Aviation Training.

Capt Muffly was very appreciative of receiving 
this award and thanked all in his unit while serving at 
Camp Pendleton. He is now on his way to his next as-
signment in North Carolina.

Lt Col Jeffrey Sykes (Commander HMLAT-303) 
and Capt Jordan Pierce (Adjutant HMLAT-303) were 
very helpful in coordinating this event and welcoming 
me to be part of this ceremony.

 It is always rewarding to be part these type of cer-
emonies which recognize outstanding performance by 
our military personnel. (Source: Dave Barnett)

13th Flight Captain Lt Col Dave Barnett, USAF (Ret) (left) and Lt Col Sykes, 
HMLAT-303 Commander (right), present the Orville Wright Achievement award 

to Capt Muffly.

to do better. This quality is what earned him the Dis-
tinguished Graduate award from Field Training – Ty 
finished #1 of 19. As he has taken on leadership roles 
in the cadet wing, we have seen him take underper-
forming cadets and give them the tools necessary to 
succeed while always keeping expectations high.” 

Cadet Millsap has demonstrated an exceptional 
level of maturity, an unwavering sense of integrity, 
and a powerful commitment to this program and the 
United State Air Force. Over the last few years, we 
have leaned on Ty to assist younger cadets both physi-
cally and mentally. While serving as the physical fit-
ness officer and the flight training commander, he has 
been tough yet fair and while he expects the best per-
formance from each of his cadets, he is always ready 
and willing to spend the extra time to ensure they have 
every chance to succeed. This is one reason he was 
chosen as the field training preparation trainer, one of 
the most important positions in the cadet wing. While 
leading the cadet wing as physical fitness officer, TCU 
finished #3 in the Southwest Region for average fitness 
test scores. Ty regularly volunteers his time as well; he 
has led and coordinated volunteer events with home 
renovations for local area families in need, Wreaths 
Across America campaign to honor late vets, as well as 
the Snowball Express race which raised funds to sup-
port the families of fallen heroes.

Cadet Millsap is scheduled to graduate and be 
commissioned in May of 2018 and has already been 
awarded a pilot training slot. His goal after pilot train-
ing is to get an aircraft that supports the personnel re-
covery role such as CV-22, HH-60, HC-130 or A-10. 
(Source: Tom Jobe)

She started training just a short time ago with the 
help of the DFT sponsorship from the local 39th Flight. 
What impressed the 39th was she had completed the 
entire FAA ground school and even had a couple flights 
in a Warrior.

Megan Eader completed the solo at only 10 hours 
of training with the help of her instructor, Amelia 
Edwards out of Perry Air, LLC, located at Perry-

The 39th Flight star cadet, Megan Eader, soloed!
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2016 Admiral James S. Russell Naval Aviation 
Flight Safety Award

Naval Air Systems Command 
Patuxent River, MD

A Daedalian trophy and award presented annually to the 
Navy major flying command determined by the Chief of 
Naval Operations to have the most effective flight safety ac-
cident prevention program during the award period.

This award was established in 1978 to honor a re-
nowned naval aviator, Admiral James S. Russell. During 
his long and distinguished career, Admiral Russell served 
in such key posts as a carrier Division Commander in the 
Pacific during World War II, as Chief of the Navy Bureau 
of Aeronautics, Vice Chief of Naval Operations, and Com-
mander in Chief of NATO Forces 
in Southern Europe. 

This was the sixth time NA-
VAIR Systems Command has 
received this award. The award 
was presented in front of the com-
mand’s executive safety council on 
the day they were starting their IG 
inspection. (Source: Nick Kehoe)

Lt Gen Nick Kehoe, USAF (Ret) (L) presents the ADM Russell award to the 
command’s Director of Aviation Safety, Commander Elliot (Boom) Porter and 
the command’s assistant commander of Corporate Operations and Total Force, 

Mr. Stephen Cricchi.

Houston County Airport. A big thanks to the owner 
too, Dale Snyder, who worked hard with the 39th to 
complete this solo and provide a dream of a lifetime 
for Megan!

Eader plans to continue her flying lessons and 
become a private pilot in the future. She earned the 
AFJROTC Top Performer Award in 2016 and graduated 
from Houston High School this year with a 4.0 GPA! 
She will be attending Auburn University in the fall and 
has signed-up for the AFROTC program with plans to 
pursue a degree in Aerospace Engineering.

Congratulations to Megan and Amelia and thanks 
to the 39th & the Daedalians National Organization 
for joint funding and for their help in making Megan’s 
dreams a reality. (Source: Bob Komlo, 38th Flt DFTS 
Chairman)

Cadet Megan Eader stands next to the Cessna she soloed in after only 10 hours 
of training!

L to R: Previous 39th Flight Captain Rick Jones, Bob Komlo, Megan’s friend 
Maya, Megan’s sister Mialouise, Megan, Megan’s parents Christine and Mike, 

and current 39th Flight Captain Al Jewell.

The air up there in the clouds is very pure and fine, 
bracing and delicious. And why shouldn’t it be? — it is the 

same the angels breathe.

— Mark Twain, Roughing It, Chapter XXII, 1886
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Colonel Raymond “Gene” Schwartz, USAF (Ret), Daedalian 
Life Member, and his wife Ellen are shown with their grand-
son 1st Lt Grant Schwartz at Columbus AFB, Mississippi, 
where Lt Schwartz graduated on August 18, 2017, in USAF 
Undergraduate Pilot Training Class 17-13. Lt Schwartz has 
been assigned to Luke AFB, Arizona, where he will enter the 
F-35 Lightning flying training course. Col Schwartz flew the 
F-105G Wild Weasel fighter in Southeast Asia and is credited 
with 116 combat missions. (Source: Raymond Schwartz)

LT Bob Lennon, LT Jimmy Robillard, AWR2 Joe 
Conant and HM3 Jonathan Winter received 13th 
Flight’s 2017 COMNAVAIRPAC Airmanship Award 
for their actions in saving an MH-60S aircraft during a 
simulated single-engine approach when the one engine 
providing power suffered a stall-stagnation during the 
approach to landing. The quick actions of all the crew 
prevented a catastrophic accident. RADM Yancy Lind-
sey represented VADM Mike Shoemaker, Commander 
Naval Air Forces, to present the award. This award was 
also presented at the Navy Helicopter Association con-
vention in San Diego in May to allow the crew to re-
ceive recognition in front of their peers and colleagues. 
(Source: Rich Martindell)

L to R: LT Jimmy Robillard, pilot flying; LT Bob Lennon, aircraft commander; 
AWR2 Joe Conant, scanner; not pictured, HM3 Jonathan Winter, scanner

AWARDS

ORDER OF DAEDALIANS
CITATION

TO ACCOMPANY THE PRESENTATION OF THE
ORVILLE WRIGHT ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The Orville Wright Achievement Award is presented to 
Second Lieutenant Matthew R. Long, as the outstanding 
graduate of the Specialized Undergraduate Pilot Training 
Program (SUPT) Class 17-03 for the 4th Quarter 2016          
1 October to 31 December 2016).  

Lieutenant Long’s performance in the program was 
extraordinary in all phases of training. He exceeded his 
peers in every aspect of training by demonstrating superior 
airmanship, flying skills, inspirational officership and 
academic excellence. He finished number one in both 
Phase II and III of training graduating with a 99% academic 
average. His professionalism, value of teamwork over self-
achievement and personal integrity earned him the General 
Risner Award. In addition, he won the Distinguished 
Graduate Award, the Academic Award, the Flying Training 
Award, and the AETC Commander’s Trophy.
Lieutenant Long’s accomplishments exemplify the 

high standards 
established by the 
Orville Wright 
A c h i e v e m e n t 
Award. They reflect 
great credit upon 
himself, the United 
States Air Education 
and Training 
Command and the 
United States Air 
Force.

Lt Matthew Long (left) was the top graduate in 
his UPT class, earning several awards.
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Daedalian Headquarters received the below note 
from a student at air camp. This is a direct result of the 
hard work you all do to keep these programs going. 
You are inspiring the next generation of military avia-
tors... thank you all!

From left to right: 509th Bomb Wing CC, Brig Gen Paul Tibbets, IV; 509th Mx 
Group Dep CC, Lt Col Matt Reynolds; 509th Mx Group CC, Col Tim Molnar; 
509th Mx Group Superintendent, CMSgt Jason Winegar; 131st Mx Group Su-

perintendent, CMSgt Brian Brenton; 131st Mx Group CC, Col Kimbra Sterr; and 
131 Bomb Wing CC, Col Ken Eaves.

2016 Major General Clements McMullen
Weapon System Maintenance Award
509th and 131st Maintenance Group

Whiteman AFB, MO
 
A Daedalian trophy and award presented annually to 

a USAF unit (Wing Level) determined by Headquarters 
USAF to have the best weapon system maintenance record 
for the preceding calendar year. (First awarded in 1960.) 

The 509th BW and 131 BW (ANG) are a combined 
Bomb Wing that flies the B-2. The award was presented 
in front of the combined maintenance groups at Whiteman 
AFB.

 Notably, they were very proud of a mission they flew 
earlier this year, a more than 30-hour non-stop, round-trip 
mission from Whiteman AFB in an attack on ISIS rebels 
near Sirte, Libya.

The wing commander, Brig Gen Paul Tibbets IV is the 
grandson of Brig Gen Paul Tibbets, Jr., USAF (Ret), who 
dropped the first atomic bomb over Japan during WWII.” 
(Source: Nick Kehoe)
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Stinsons DFTS a “Class” Act

2017 was another great year for the Stinsons Flight #2 Daedalian Flight Training Scholarship (DFTS) program 
with six cadets completing an average of 11 1/2 hours before solo. From four San Antonio area high schools and 
Texas A&M University, the six cadets gathered for ground school on June 19, 2017, and were baptized in the 
world of aviation at warp speed, with the cadets completing their program by mid-August. While DFTS is now 
focused on an introduction to military aviation, providing about 12 hours of flight time, five of our six cadets 
soloed before reaching the 12 hours provided.

An intense program, the cadets stepped up to the daily learning curve of weather, theory of flight, engines and 
controlling an aircraft when it’s hot and turbulent outside. Fighting low ceilings in the morning and gusting cross-
winds in the afternoon, these intrepid junior aviators met each challenge with a smile and doubling down on the 
effort needed to succeed. And succeed they did, with four of the six soloing within 0.3 hours of each other. To be 
this successful, it takes complete dedication on the part of these young men and women. And it takes the support 
of their parents and their high school instructors to achieve their goals. Congratulations to each one.

DFTS Cadet LeAllen Buerger with Col 

(Ret) Ed Sheeran and Col (Ret) and Flight 

Captain Howard Ham.

Grant Ellis, C
ol (R) Ron Ellis, and Dad Jeff Ellis at the presentation of 

Grant’s solo jacket.

Stinsons Flight 2017 DFTS Class. From left LeAllen Buerger, Grant Ellis, Ethan Kliewer, John Paschall, 
Kaylee Dixon, and MacKenzie “Mack” Ramirez.

DFTS solo a family affair: Cadet John Paschall and family.
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Cadet Ethan Kliewer, the Tex Hill Cadet for 2017 with Col (R) 

Gary Walston and Col (R) Ed Sheeran.

The John Jay Cadets and AFJROTC Instruction staff: From left, Col John LoP, Ethan 

Kliewer, SMSgt Hardy, Mack Ramirez, CMSgt Hall.

John Paschall after solo.

Stinsons Flight awarded the John and Alice Egan Multi-Year Mentoring Scholarship at their awards dinner 
held at the Ft. Sam Golf Club on August 29, 2017. MIDN Ryan Carr, a Navy ROTC cadet at the University of 
Texas - Austin, received $4,500 from the Egan Scholarship. Stinsons added $500 for a total award of $5,000! 
Congratulations to Ryan and good luck with your flying career.
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As a military aviator, do you sometimes find yourself 
wondering what the future military war-fighter aviators will 
look like? Where they will come from? Are you even slightly 
curious if young kids today are motivated to choose a similar 
military path you once selected? Along those lines, do you 
ever ask yourself, “Am I educating young Americans on the 
advantages of Air & Space Power?” Or, “Am I doing a good 
job promoting the rewards of a career in military aviation to 
young Americans?” If the answer is “No”, read this write-up 
highlighting a simple way you could answer “Yes” and feel 
good about fulfilling your commitment and the oath you took 
as a Daedalian. All you have to do is find your nearest JROTC 
unit and meet the Daedalian Achievement Award recipient. 
That’s what your fellow Atlanta Daedalians do. They certainly 
are not pondering or deliberating on how they can advocate for air and space power. They are taking an already 
highly supported program in their flight and kicking it up a notch. Meet Col Dale “Boots” Hill – Flight 102 
Awards and Decorations Officer.

If you keep up with Flight 102’s Daedalian JROTC Achievement 
Award support, you know they place the bar mighty high in this 
program. Example - Flight 102 supported nearly 80 JROTC programs 
last year. In doing so, over 20 dedicated flight members attended 40 
JROTC Award presentation ceremonies. As remarkable as that flight 
activity was, Dale “Boots” Hill graciously raised his volunteer hand, 
his right one I think, and announced his plans to motivate the flight to 
do even more this year. He did just that!

What Hill has done in this job is extraordinary. The countless 
hours he puts into this program resulted in 101 schools with JROTC 
programs contacted! That’s correct – 101! Not only that, he motivated 
many flight members to participate in this program for their first time. 

This effort resulted in nearly a 60% increase in number of award ceremonies with Daedalian representation. Yes, 
27 flight members awarded Daedalian Achievement Medals to 69 JROTC cadets 
this year. Not only does that set a new record for Flight 102, it might even be a 

record among all Daedalian flights.
But wait, there’s more about this flight’s 

JROTC support you should know. Two 
flight members drove over 300 miles, one 
to Tennessee and one to South Carolina, just 
to cover JROTC award ceremonies. Also, 
of the 27 flight members attending JROTC 
Award ceremonies, two covered five high 
schools and flight member Wayne Waddell 
covered eight! Now, are you sitting down? 

Flight 102’s Amazing Daedalian JROTC Achievement Award Support
written by: Col William Rial, USAF (Retired)

Col Dale Hill and Cadet Emily Hamilton.

Flight Captain Lt Gen Joe Redden, USAF (Ret) and Col Dale “Boots” 
Hill, USAF (Ret), volunteering to be the JROTC lead for 102d Flight.

Cadet Webster Rison and Ron Harris.

Don Chapman and Cadet Hannah Zeise.
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Dale “Boots” Hill, setting the example as this program leader, covered 10 high school JROTC program award 
ceremonies. 

Motivated as he is, “Boots” wants even more Daedalian representation among our young Americans… 
especially those young kids showing an early interest to serve their country. He already has 10 new JROTC units 
scheduled for support next year and likely will see even more flight members taking advantage of this excellent 
opportunity to promote the rewards of a military aviation career to our nation’s 
future warfighters. That’s what we do, right?

Cadet Austin Grizzle and Ron Harris.

Vance Gammons and Cadet Stratton.

Cadet Wyatt Wood and Randy Sage.

Cadet Mirel Watson and Glen Clark.

Cadet Bella Wilson and David Niebes.

Cadet Yomar Lopez and Bill Rial.

Cadet Anuj Dave and Ron Harris. Hamp Wideman and Cadet Jacob Shaver.

Wayne Waddell and Cadet Phillip Bridges.
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This personal account of a B-52 flight was submitted by Brig Gen John Allen Jr., a Daedalian from Seneca, South 
Carolina.

U-Tapao, Thailand. In December 1969, I was lead aircraft in a three ship B-52 cell attacking a convoy route just 
below the DMZ. Other than the terrible weather, the mission went smoothly. On our return, I got a surprise call on 
Guard Channel from #2. He was on his survival radio because he had lost most of his electrical systems, including 
flight instruments and all radios. Weather at U-Tapao was 200 feet and a half-mile visibility, so he wasn’t likely 
to make an instrument approach or GCA. All the other bases were as bad. I told #3 to go on in while we worked 
on a solution. My first thought was fuel. We needed a tanker, but all tankers airborne had baskets, no booms. It 
was a big Navy support mission day. Number 2 and I had a conversation about a formation approach. By this time 
during Arc Light, there had been two collisions early on and one was an attempt at wing formation. The B-52 has 
a 185-foot wingspan which makes wing formation just about impossible, so we decided to try in trail, as though 
he was refueling and we played tanker. We both established landing configuration, gear, flaps, and airbrakes, and 
found out right away that my landing gear was making so much turbulence that he could barely maintain control, 
so it was obvious I was going to have to be gear up. I used a lot of airbrakes to simulate the drag the gear would 
have created and it seemed to work. We made a really long approach and went into the weather at about 5,000 
feet. Then #2 had to really snug up - enough that my gunner was screaming that if he could open his canopy, he 
could touch him! Sure enough, we broke out at 200 feet, 
he was below me and landed while I went around. The 
ground mission controller (called Charlie) said he could 
not believe the aluminum overcast that came out of the 
clouds! I have tried to recall the name of the #2 pilot 
and could not since he was from another base. I received 
a Distinguished Flying Cross (DFC) for the event. I 
sincerely hope he did, too, because he demonstrated 
superior pilot skills that day. 

Then-Capt John Allen in the cockpit of his B-52 somewhere over SEA. Source: 
BGen John R. Allen, Jr.

John Allen, pilot-in-command of the B-52 flying out of U-Tapao, Thailand. 
Source: BGen John R. Allen, Jr.

B-52 IFE during Vietnam War
by Brig Gen John R. Allen Jr.

Old stories are like old friends...you have to 
visit them from time to time.

Bran Stark in A Storm of Swords by George R.R. Martin

B-52D-Linebacker dropping bombs over Vietnam. 
Source: www.defensemedianetwork.com
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2nd (Stinsons) Flight

Randolph AFB, TX

At the Stinsons 
Flight meeting in 
May, Mr. Michael 
Hoffman gave a 
highly informa-
tive talk on the 
history of Ran-
dolph Field. A 
graduate of Texas 
A&M, Mike lived 
at Randolph as a 
“brat” in 1960 and 
later worked there 
as a personnel of-
ficer and AETC 

historian. He recounted General Billy Mitchell’s use 
of the 1925 crash of the Navy airship Shenandoah to 
highlight “gross negligence” in U.S. military aviation, 
ultimately prompting Congress to appoint the Morrow 
Board to investigate. Results included the Air Corps 
Act of 1926, which included the construction of a 
new Air Corps training field. Brigadier General Frank 
Lahm, one of the Army’s first pilots, began a search for 
a suitable location. Civic leaders in San Antonio bought 
the 2,300 acre plot on which Randolph now sits and 
sold it to the Army for one dollar. Construction began 
in 1928 and the field was dedicated on June 20, 1930; 
the ceremonies included a 233-airplane flyby. The field 
was named in memory of Captain William Randolph, 
a member of Lahm’s staff who died in the crash of 
a PT1. Construction continued for several years: the 
“Taj” was completed in 1931, the chapel in 1934, and 
additional barracks in 1939. From the beginning, Ran-
dolph was a showcase for the Air Corps, and it served 

as the setting for 
several Hollywood 
films, including 
“West Point of the 
Air,” “I Wanted 
Wings,” and “Air 
Cadet.” 

In early June, 
flight members 
gathered to rededi-
cate the B-58 on 

display at the former Kelly AFB. Former National 
Commander Tommie Thomson, former Daedalian 
Foundation Chairman Bill Acker, and Flight Captain 
Howard Ham led the ceremony to honor the crew that 
set a world speed record and won the Thompson Tro-

phy in 1961. At the urging of the late Brigadier Gen-
eral Hal Confer, the pilot on the record-setting sortie, 
the names of navigator Lt Col Richard H. Weir, USAF 
(Ret), and electronic warfare officer Howard S. Bialas 
were added under the canopy rail. Richard Weir recent-
ly turned 100 and not only attended but was sworn-in 

as a new Daedalian.
Colonel Ronald “Win” 

Burkett, commander of the 
36th Aviation Brigade, Tex-
as National Guard, spoke at 
our June meeting. He gave 
an informative update on 
Army aircraft and aviation 
training. While the message 
regarding underfunded and 
thinly-stretched combat sys-
tems, which have been fly-
ing for decades, was unset-
tling, Win inspired the audi-

ence with his proud description of the enthusiasm and 
commitment to service demonstrated on deployments 
around the world by Texas Army Guard aviators. (Source: 
Jerry Allen; Photos courtesy of Gary Walston)

Stinsons flight members join Richard Weir, center holding green folder, in front 
of the B-58 that now bears his name.

Newly sworn in Daedalian, Lt Col Richard 
Weir, USAF (Ret).

Michael Hoffman speaks at the Stinsons flight 
meeting in May 2017.

COL Burkett was the guest of 
honor at the June 2017 meeting.

23d (Dallas/Ft Worth) Flight
Fort Worth, TX

Colonel Ken Cordier, USAF (Ret) was a recent 23rd 
Flight speaker. His presentation, “Freedom Isn’t Free,” 
featured his experiences as a POW in North Vietnam. 
On his second combat tour and while flying out of 
Cam Ranh Bay, South Vietnam, on his 176th combat 
mission, Ken’s F-4C took a direct hit by a SAM while 
flying north of Hanoi on December 2, 1966. He was 
captured and became a POW for the remainder of the 
war, more than six years. For most of that time, Ken 
was held in hot, brick cells no larger than 7 ft by 9 ft in 
four different prisons in and around Hanoi. There was, 
however, a light in the cell, which was kept on 24 hours a 
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day, and a speaker 
over which 
Hanoi Hannah 
p r o p a g a n d a 
shows were 
broadcast daily. 
His toilet was 
a rusty bucket. 
No medication 
was provided 

to him or most of his fellow 
detainees. He and his fellow POWs 

survived on daily meals of rice soup and boiled 
cabbage. Over the course of time, prisoners developed 
a “tap” code to surreptitiously communicate with each 
other. Ken would spend 2,285 days in captivity, a time 
he refers to as a speed bump in life and one in which 
he developed a strong personal philosophy relative to 
perseverance, goals, and accomplishment. Col Cordier 
was released on March 4, 1973. He returned to active 
duty and flew the F-4 at Holloman AFB, NM. Later 
he became Chief of the War Plans Division in USAFE 
HQ at Ramstein AB, Germany, and then served as Air 
Attaché to the United Kingdom. (Source: Bob Pavelko)

102d (Ben T. Epps) Flight
Atlanta, GA

December 2016 – Annual Christmas Dinner
The Ben T. Epps group finished 2016’s meeting 

schedule by holding their Annual Christmas Dinner on 
the 114th Wright Brothers’ flight anniversary. Sticking 
with some traditions, the evening with spouses began 
by having former Vietnam POW Wayne Waddell 
describe the meaning of the POW/MIA table set before 
them for this meeting. You can imagine how moving 
an event it is to hear Wayne explain this table setting. 
Next “General Joe” did a spectacular job paying tribute 
to the Wright brothers and reminding us how the most 
significant development in the history of airplanes was 
through the work of Wilbur and Orville. A toast to the 
Wright Brothers – Hear! Hear!

The Flight did break tradition a bit by deciding not 
to have a speaker for this annual event. Instead, they 
chose to focus on this special time of the year and the 
meaning of Christmas. To help set the mood, Flight 
Captain Joe Redden introduced the High Point Quartet 
who performed gospel and seasonal tunes throughout 
the evening. A Flight 102 meeting could not be 
complete without the traditional “Clint’s Raffle.” So, 
once again, Clint and his wife Monty put on a very 
entertaining and productive raffle show and raised over 
$300 toward the flight scholarship fund. 
February 2017 – “Pass the mic”

For their February meeting, the gang in Atlanta got 
an order from the flight captain – “Tell us your military 
flying stories!” So be it! “General Joe” decided to 
select a couple of flight members to tell a few flying 
stories on themselves. What a better way to get to know 
fellow flight members? Which is just what happened in 
this meeting. 

The Boss introduced Vince & Mavis Compagno. 

54th (Fort Warren) Flight
FE Warren AFB, WY

Fort Warren Flight 54 awarded a $2,000 scholarship to 
University of Wyoming AFROTC Cadet Guil Factor. 
Cadet Factor also received a matching scholarship 
from the Daedalian Foundation. The scholarship was 
presented by Dennis Cook and Mike Smith at the 
annual University of Wyoming Army and Air Force 

L to R: Vice Provost Marshall Lt Col Dennis Cook, USAF (Ret), Cadet Guil Fac-
tor, and Scholarship Chairman Lt Col Mike Smith, USAF (Ret).

ROTC awards ceremony. Cadet Factor is pursuing 
a bachelor of arts degree in communication and is 
scheduled to graduate in May 2018. He has served in 
several leadership positions in his ROTC Detachment, 
including flight commander and group commander. He 
was also a distinguished graduate of his summer field 
training class at Maxwell AFB, Alabama, in 2016 and 
was invited to return this summer as a cadet training 
assistant. After graduation and commissioning, Cadet 
Factor will continue his flying training as a Combat 
Systems Officer. His scholarship represents a milestone 
for 54th Flight as the first one awarded to an individual 
entering this career field. (Source: Michael Smith)

30   Daedalus Flyer Fall 2017



FLIGHTLINE

What a neat story! Vince and Mavis were classmates 
at “the zoo” (aka The AF Academy). They married the 
day after graduation and then off together to UPT…
at “Reese-by-the–sea.” After UPT, where they actually 
flew a formation flight together, the Air Force put the 
‘Compagno Join Spouse Assignment’ program on 
the back burner and sent Mavis to Mather air patch 
in the T-43 and Vince off to Travis. Hey, at least the 
Air Force kept them in the same state. Eventually, they 
were together at Altus AFB while Mavis passed gas to 
Vince, i.e. Mavis got tankers to Altus. Vince completed 
his military commitment and left for the airlines while 
Mavis continued her career. Mavis shared some very 
interesting facts about flying KC-135s during the Gulf 
War and then spoke of some “career-broadening” 
assignments. She finished up talking about her time 
flying T-1s at Columbus AFB, Mississippi. The “Vince 
& Mavis” talk was very interesting and entertaining.

Next, “General Joe” told a couple stories about how 
he got from the last class of T-33s at UPT to O-1s in 
Vietnam, then extending and doing more combat in 

the A-37s. 
Oh what 
our current 
C o m b a t 
Control Teams 
would think 
about the FAC 
d i r e c t i o n s 
from Joe’s 
time – “Go two 
blocks down 
the road, take 
a right at the 
i n t e r s ec t i on 
and find the 
building with a 
red roof… then 
hit it!” The 
best story was 
his mission 

dropping napalm on the first attack pass then followed 
by a CBU delivery on the subsequent pass. Seems as 
though the smoke lingering from the nape pass made 
in-flight visibility over the target area a little low! 
So low, Joe had what he described as a “near-death 
experience”. Luckily, he thought to roll and pull at just 
the right time as he entered the unknown and unseen 
forest of dead trees. Note: The dead tree forest was 
unknown to Joe, but not to his FAC. This pass resulted 
in a tree-limb jammed between the CBU canister and 
the wing leading edge. Now he has a problem – the 
CBU canister won’t jettison. Per normal procedures, 

he declares an emergency upon arrival at Bien Hoa 
Airbase. Obviously, this got the attention of the wing 
commander. Yep, not only the fire trucks, but also 
the ‘Wing-King’ met Joe after landing. Not having a 
chance to explain the tree-limb stuck in Joe’s wing, 
Captain Redden found himself grounded. He was 
eventually exonerated when his FAC for that mission 
presented photos of the dead-tree forest to the wing 
commander and fessed up that he had not pointed out 
the trees obscured by the smoke. Captain Redden was 
then put back on flying status. 

This fantastic meeting was capped off by Flight 
Captain Redden inducting a new Daedalian and a new 
Flight 102 member Greg Eggert. Greg earned his pilot 
wings at Fort Rucker, AL in 1974. Welcome aboard, 
Greg…!
April 2017 – Scholarship Presentation

The focus for the flight’s April meeting was their 
annual scholarship presentation. But first, Brad Wright 
jumped in for MIA Clint “Raffleman” Johnson and 
raised over $300 for the flight’s scholarship fund. This 
was a good set up for Flight Captain Joe Redden to 
present the flight’s scholarship check to USAF ROTC 
Cadet Zachary Pagan of Kennesaw State University. 
Zach was presented a $3,500 scholarship. Zach’s 
mother and AFROTC unit commander were there to 
witness this neat event. Zach’s lifelong goal is to be a 
USAF pilot and hopes to make the Air Force a career. 
Zach is starting his USAF career as an RPA pilot with a 
great attitude and a huge boost from these Atlanta area 
Daedalians. 

Next, “General Joe” introduced outgoing Awards & 
Decorations Officer Vance Gammons and highlighted 
how Vance had taken the flight’s JROTC Daedalian 
Award program to an astonishing level. It was 
absolutely amazing to see the far-reaching effort Vance 
made during his tenure holding this job for the flight. A 

L to R: Flight Captain Joe Redden, Cadet Pagan and his mother, and Lt Col Silva, 
Det 165 Commander

Flight Captain “General Joe” Redden
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explained the significant research UNLV students are 
doing in the areas of cyber-security, robotics, and re-
motely piloted aircraft. A team from the college even 
took eighth place (just behind a team from MIT) in 
a DARPA-sponsored robotics competition. These ef-
forts by UNLV students and ROTC cadets greatly im-
pressed our 43 members and guests in attendance.

On 22 Jun, 28 members and guests received a 
very informative briefing from Colonel Peter “Fes-
ter” Flores, the Deputy for Operations for the Nevada 
Test and Training Range (NTTR). While most of our 
members have flown many hours in what they usually 
considered “the Nellis ranges,” Col Flores explained 
that the NTTR supports numerous requirements from 
the Departments of Defense, Energy, and Interior. As a 
wing-level unit with approximately 3,000 military and 
civilian personnel, the NTTR maintains 2.9 million 
acres of land, 5,000 square miles of restricted airspace, 
and another 7,000 square miles of MOAs for testing, 
tactics development, and exercises. This enormity 
makes the NTTR the largest contiguous air and ground 
space available for peacetime military operations in 
the free world.

Our meet-
ing on July 
28th had over 
forty members 
and guests. We 
were honored 
to have three 
new guests (all 
USAF retirees) 
in attendance: 
Jim “Maggot” 
Clark, a B-1 
pilot who now 
works at the 
Weapons School (we are working on making him a 
member); Shawn Goodlett, a C-130 pilot who now 
flies 737s; and John Mastroianni, former F-4 and RF-4 
pilot and long career with Delta Airlines. John came 

FLIGHTLINE

62nd (Fighter) Flight
Nellis AFB, NV

Although the temperature has been over 100 de-
grees quite a bit in Las Vegas, Fighter Flight has con-
tinued to enjoy great dinners and guest speakers. On 
May 25, we had the pleasure of hearing from Dr. Rama 
Venkat, Dean of UNLV’s Howard Hughes College 
of Engineering. A very engaging speaker, Dr. Venkat 

Flight Adjutant Denny Schaan and Mel and Carole 
Dembosky reminisce about their days with the 20th 

Tactical Fighter Wing at RAF Wethersfield.

great round of applause and thanks for Vance followed 
with “General Joe” introducing Vance’s replacement 
– Dale “Boots” Hill. “Boots” gave an update on the 
upcoming awards ceremonies scheduled by over 100 
high school JROTC units on his list. Sounds like 
“Boots” has his goals set to reach out to even more 
high schools this year. 

The meeting concluded with Dale “Juice” Najewski 
telling about his time as a ground FAC during the Gulf 
War. As you would imagine, this steely-eyed USMC 
Harrier pilot was not too pleased when learning he was 
to go to the sandbox as a ground FAC. However, as 
it turned out, “Juice” was the only person in his unit 
to participate in the Gulf War. Dale shared some hair-
raising combat stories that took place in his tour. An 
amazing officer and one the flight is so proud to call 
their fellow Daedalian.
June 2017 – 4 Generation Military Pilots

For a change of pace, the Ben T. Epps gang held 
their June meeting at the flight’s original “home” 
meeting location – the 57th Fighter Group Restaurant. 
Pat Epps, fellow flight member and son of the flight’s 
namesake, owns this fabulous restaurant nestled at the 
edge of Atlanta’s Dekalb-Peachtree Airport. Simply 
put, a perfect setting for a bunch of military aviators to 
meet and talk flying. Despite the torrential downpour 
that hit one hour before and during the meeting, nearly 
50 members and guests made it to the meeting. A 
couple attending were Clint “Raffleman” Johnson and 
his wife Monty, who arrived late, but still managed to 
raise over $400 for the scholarship fund. 

Flight member David Jones gave a fascinating talk 
about being the 3rd of four generations of military 
pilots in his family. “Wow” is right! One family 
aviator was flying a Douglas Dolphin while escorting 
the Zeppelin Hindenburg to Lakehurst, New Jersey, 
just one trip before the famous disaster. Two Jones 
pilots  flew P-39s, P-38s, P-51s and one of them got 3 
confirmed kills in the Korean War flying F-86s. David 
himself flew the F-15 on active duty then with the 
ANG, and his son is currently in US Army helicopter 
training. (Source: Bill Rial)

Longtime Fighter Flight member JD Allen and Shawn Goodlett.

32   Daedalus Flyer Fall 2017



to us from the Longhorn Flight in Austin and we’re 
happy to have him as a Fighter Flight member. 

Flight Adjutant Denny Schaan brought a good deal 
of his 20th Fighter Wing memorabilia to display, in-
cluding unit history books of the 55th Fighter Squadron 
spanning much of its 100-year history. Many members 
reminisced about their tours as part of the 20th FW.

Lt Col Kevin 
“HOBS” Crofton, 
the current squad-
ron commander of 
the 55th, was the 
highlight of the eve-
ning. He gave an in-
depth presentation 
on the rise of ISIS 
and his squadron’s 
2015-2016 deploy-
ment as part of Op-
eration INHERENT 
RESOLVE. Thanks 
to great efforts from 
maintainers, the F-
16CJs sustained a 
mission-effective-

ness rate of over 98%. This allowed HOBS and many 
other pilots to fly complex missions for six months 
throughout Iraq and Syria. Employing over 1,700 
bombs of several different types, the 55th put a great 
dent in ISIS capabilities. We were fortunate that the 
squadron happened to be at Nellis for this month’s Red 
Flag and thank Lt Col Crofton for taking the time to 
join us. (Source: Andrew Dembosky)

39th (Eagle) Flight
Robins AFB, GA

On July 21, 2017, the Robins AFB Museum of 
Aviation Building 1502 was renamed the Nugteren 
Exhibit Hangar in honor of Major General Cornelius 
Nugteren, USAF (Ret) and Flight Captain Emeritus of 
39th (Eagle) Flight. The hangar is one of four hangars 
located at the Robins AFB Museum and houses the 
Vietnam Era aircraft and artifacts. 

Maj Gen Nugteren was instrumental in suggesting 
and beginning the undertaking to build this museum 

Lt Col Kevin “HOBS” Crofton talks about his 
squadron, the 55th FS.

FLIGHTLINE

18th (Mile High) Flight
Denver, CO

Rear Admiral Richard P. “Rick” Snyder, USN was 
our guest speaker on August 18, 2017. He is the Di-
rector of Strategy, Policy & Plans (J5) for the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command and the Unit-
ed States Northern Command, stationed at Peterson 
AFB, Colorado.

He has a big job with the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command in developing strategy, plans, poli-
cy and requirements to safeguard the USA and Canada 
through missions assigned in aerospace warning and 
control as well as maritime warning. 

For the Northern Command, he likewise develops 
strategy, policy, plans and execution of cooperative 
missions with Canada, Mexico and the Bahamas for 
homeland defense and support to civil authorities.

He was assigned a 
big task to fixed short-
comings noted in past 
emergency and di-
saster situations like 
Hurricane Katrina, the 
9/11/2001 attack and 
others. He brought 
representatives of all 
the various military 
and civilian forces to-
gether, identified prob-
lems, set up lines of 
communication and 
worked to bring cohe-
sion and teamwork to 
bear on whatever might arise. He identified five ma-
jor threat areas: aerospace warning, aerospace control, 
maritime warning, homeland defense and support of 
civil authorities. Primary responsibility, secondary and 
third-level support was assigned for each area, to be 
augmented as required.

The timing of his presentation to us was uncanny. 
Just about seven days and eight hours after he spoke to 
us, the system he helped establish was put to a severe 
test when Hurricane Harvey struck the Gulf Coast of 
Texas. All reports to date have been spectacular suc-
cess stories. The numbers of people and their pets who 
have been rescued, the millions of food packets, fresh 
water, medical supplies, clothing, blankets, cots, etc., 
that have been delivered stagger the imagination. 

The active duty military, the National Guard, police, 
firemen, doctors, nurses, the entire medical profession, 
local, state and federal forces, have worked tirelessly 
and in concert. Thousands of volunteers have been 
integrated into the joint effort. Admiral Rick Snyder 
can be proud of the part he played in setting up the re-
sponse being made to this monumental disaster. (Source: 
Dale Boggie)

RADM Richard P. Snyder, USN
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pilot school and transitioned to be an A-6 test pilot 
beginning his long association with the Intruder. He 
served two tours in Vietnam flying the A-6 and was 
shot down once over water and subsequently rescued 
at sea barely missing being captured. CAPT Sayers 
was VA 34 A-6 Attack Squadron exec officer and then 
commanding officer. In the mid-80s, he was reunited 
with the A-6 as program manager and then program 
manager for Advanced Tactical Aircraft. After retiring 
as a Captain in 1986, he worked as a Navy consultant 
on a Stealth aircraft design. From 1989 to 1990, he 
was the technical adviser for the movie “Flight of 
the Intruder.” Burial will be in the Arlington National 
Cemetery at a later date. 

Our June meeting guest speaker was Colonel Kelly 
Holbert, commander of the 43rd Airlift Mobility 
Operations Group (AMOG) and a member of 48th 
flight. He graduated and received his commission 
from the Virginia Military Institute in 1993. His first 
assignment was as an aircraft maintenance officer. 
In 1999 he completed UPT, received his pilot wings 
and now has more than 3,400 flying hours in various 
aircraft.

Colonel Holbert provided a brief historical review 
of Pope’s transition from an Air Mobility Command 
base to an Army Airfield (AAF) and the circumstances 
leading to the eventual creation of the 43rd AMOG. 
Pope AAF currently has Air Force organizations 
reporting to four different major commands.

The 43rd AMOG is the only “stand-alone” AMOG 
in the continental US and is responsible for providing 
24/7 air mobility support for XVIII Corps and Joint 
Special Operations Command operations. The group is 
composed of five squadrons and also provides medical, 
dental, comptroller, command & control, professional 
development, POL, and aeromedical support for Pope’s 
2,600 airmen and for operations around the globe. The 
AMOG’s primary contingency mission requirement is 
the rapid deployment of the Global Response Force of 
the XVIII 
A i r b o r n e 
Corps and 
the 82nd 
A i r b o r n e 
Division. It 
is composed 
of 900 
a i r m e n 
( a c t i v e /
c i v i l i a n ) 
and reports 
d i r e c t l y 
to the 

to recognize the history of 
airmen and civilians who 
work at Robins AFB lo-
cated in Warner Robins, 
Georgia. His leadership and 
ceaseless efforts were criti-
cal to the long term growth 
of the museum. From a vi-
sion to reality, the Museum 
of Aviation is now the sec-
ond largest Air Force mu-
seum in the United States. 

The general is a com-
mand pilot with more than 

4,000 flying hours. He served as commander of the 
Warner Robins Air Logistics Center for more than six 
years. The center is one 
of three Air Force air 
logistics centers and 
is the state of Geor-
gia’s largest industrial 
complex. He was re-
sponsible for world-
wide support of most 
transport aircraft, F-15 
air superiority fighters, 
helicopters, air-to-air 
missiles, surface motor 
vehicles and high-tech-
nology airborne elec-
tronics. (Source: Bob Komlo)

**Sadly, Maj Gen Nugteren took his final flight on Au-
gust 24, 2017.

This plaque hangs at the entrance to 
the museum for all visitors to see.

Maj Gen Nugteren andhis wife, Liane,in 
front of the hangar that now bears his 

name.

FLIGHTLINE

On May 28, 48th Flight 
lost one of its most interesting 
members, Captain Sam 
Sayers, USN (Ret).  CAPT 
Sam Sayers was born in 
Hominy, OK, in the Osage 
Indian Nation. “Silent 
Sam,” as he was known, 
earned a BS degree from 
the University of Missouri. 
While at Mizzou, he was 
on the 1954 NCAA baseball 

championship team. The Detroit Tigers offered 
him a contract, but Sam turned it down to become a 
Navy pilot. Initially, he flew A-4s, then attended test 

48th (Harley H. Pope) Flight
Fayetteville, NC

48th Flight Vice-Captain Brig Gen Bob Norman, USAF 
(Ret) and Col Kelly Holbert
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USAF Expeditionary Center Command at Joint Base 
McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst. 

Col Holbert also highlighted AMC’s planned future 
force structure including efforts to increase the size 
of the tanker force with the integration of the new 
KC-46 tanker. The mobility forces will also complete 
the C-5M conversion, continue upgrades to the C-17 
and OSA/EA fleets while completing the active duty 
transition to an all C-130J model force over the next 
few years. (Source: Walt Dietrich)

38th (Longhorn) Flight
Austin, TX

FLIGHTLINE

Flight 38 met for lunch at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in 
North Austin on Thursday, June 8, 2017. 

Texas State Aviation in San Marcos is hosting 
our Daedalian Flight Training Scholarship (DFTS) 
program. Cameron Hite, our student from Texas State, 
has soloed. Our student Ryan Carr from The University 
of Texas is on his naval cruise and will solo when he 
returns. This year we added the Bastrop High School 
JROTC awards program which brings us up to 13 
schools. 

Mike Mechsner was our guest speaker. When he 
was going to Arizona State, his goal was to become 
an airline pilot. When he got number two on his draft 
notice, he joined the Air Force and flew the RF-4 at 
Shaw, Kadena, Bergstrom, and Zweibrucken. He ran 
Recce Assignments for almost four years at AFMPC. 
After a career in the Air Force, he flew for Northwest 
and Delta Airlines to cap 49 years in aviation.

In October 1983, the president of Grenada was 
assassinated and the US quickly planned to invade. The 
invasion is now a national holiday in Grenada, a small 
island 99 miles north of Venezuela. When President 
Reagan was given the two-week old aerial pictures 
of the island, he immediately requested a closer look. 
Mike was at a recce competition when he was ordered 
back to base. A C-130 was sent to pick up his team and 
equipment and sent to Key West. There were no tactical 
maps available, but there was a hurricane tracking map 
at Burger King that would have to do. 

Just before his four-ship pre-strike mission, a 
cowboy climbed on his aircraft and installed a black 
box. He said “just want to see where you are.”   We 
were told to maintain complete radio silence and to 
image the island with high focal-length long-range 
optical cameras from at least 10 miles off shore. He 
was given a Navy call sign, and GCI told him his 
traffic was two KC-10s. With 10 air refuelings, he flew 
around the island taking photos of the medical school 

and the runways. Normal altitude for his sensors was 
1,000 feet, but the clouds interfered. There was a 
reported Mig-23 in the area, but when his RWR came 
on, it turned out to be two F-14s. After pitching into 
them and arriving on their six, they went to the tanker. 
Then he saw the naval task force steaming his way. 

After seeing his photos, Washington decided to 
“go.” The next day, he did a post-strike mission and 
there was a C-141 on the ground. On his post-strike 
night recon mission at 1,000 feet, he heard over guard 
“fast mover northbound, you are taking fire,” so he 
turned off his lights. 

After careful research, Mike could find no record of 
any RF-4 missions flying before the conflict, but there 
is a record of the post-strike flights. (Source: J. Robert Howard)

Flight Captain Ron Butler inducts new member Vernon “Skip” Waltman into 
Flight 38.

13th (San Diego) Flight
San Diego, CA

San Diego 
Flight 13 took 
the opportuni-
ty to remember 
D-Day at our 
June luncheon. 
In the summer 
of 1944 fellow 
flight member 
CDR Gene 
Elmore, USN 
(Ret), was fly-
ing PB4Y-1s 
(B-24s) on an-

CDR Gene Elmore, USN, recalls D-Day from pesonal 
experience.
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ti-submarine patrols 
from the south coast 
of England. In May 
of 1944, Gene and 
his crew sunk a Ger-
man U-boat and on 
D-Day they flew six 
sorties protecting the 
armada. Flight 13 
was honored to hear 
Gene’s story. 

For our annual 
state of Naval Avia-
tion luncheon Rear 
Admiral Yancy Lind-
sey, Commander 
Navy Region South-
west, also known as 
the Navy Mayor of San Diego briefed San Diego Flight 
13 on current naval aviation activities and highlighted 
current activities in Navy Region Southwest (NSRW). 
In addition to the Navy facilities in San Diego, NRSW 
includes facilities at Fallon, Nevada; and Monterey, 
Ventura County, NAS Lemoore, and Navy Weapons 
Center China Lake, California. (Source: Rich Martindell)

FLIGHTLINE

REUNIONS
AF Officer Candidate School Reunion

Classes 1943-63
5-9 October 2017

Seattle, WA
POC: Dave Mason

757-820-3740 or blokemason@verizon.net

86th Fighter Bomber Group WWII Assn.
11-15 October 2017

Fort Walton Beach, FL
POC: Dallas Lowe

850-319-3047 or fighterbomberpilot@yahoo.com

USS Leary DD 879
22-26 October 2017

Branson, MO
POC: Al Redden

308-530-1284 or alshr@allophone.com

12 TFW / 389 TFS / 480 TFS / 555 TFS / 12 FEW/SFW
MacDill AFB, FL; Cam Ranh AF; Phu Cat AB; Da Nang, Vietnam; Bergstrom AFB, TX; Korea

4-7 April 2018
Tucson, AZ

POC: E J Sherwood
480-396-4681 or EJ12TFW@cox.net

To have a reunion published in the flyer, send all applicable de-
tails including POC name and phone number to communications@

daedalians.org no later than two quarters ahead of the event.

Air Rescue Association (ARA)
18-21 October 2017

Melbourne, FL
POC: Walt Hines 

334-272-7927 or whinesiii@cs.com

RADM Lindsey addressing 13th Flight.

26th (Gateway) Flight
Scott AFB, IL

The 26th “Gateway 
Flight” at Scott AFB, Il-
linois, enjoyed a very in-
teresting talk on Ameri-
ca’s Greatest Generation 
at our June meeting. We 
were honored to have 
Major Joshua “Pugs” 
Pugliese as our guest 
speaker. Pugs is a pilot 
in the 54th Airlift Squad-
ron here at Scott and is a 
Tuskegee Airmen buff. 
Pugs provided a very in-
formative and interesting 
briefing on the amazing 
Tuskegee Airmen. (Source: 
John Almind)

26th Flt Captain John Almind presents 
a gift to Maj Pugliese for taking time to 
share his Tuskegee Airmen knowledge.

“The privileges of being an American belong to those brave 
enough to fight for them.”

-- Benjamin O. Davis Jr.
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That Last Night Carrier Landing
by: Mac Grisham

The carrier, the USS Boxer CV-21, was operating 
ninety miles off the coast of Hawaii. It was during a 
night “group grope” with ninety-six aircraft groping 
around in a pitch black night with no stars. It was like 
flying inside Carlsbad Caverns.

We were simulating a carrier task force operating 
with five carriers although there was only one carrier 
and one plane guard destroyer.

After milling around the black sky of the south Pa-
cific for nearly two and one-half hours near Hawaii, 
it was time to simulate a break up of a mythical task 
group of nearly 500 planes; the “fun” began. Each sim-
ulated Air Group headed away from the task force and 
the Air Group Commanders were to lead their “chicks” 
back to the carrier.

For myself, all was going fine until I noticed I was 
closing in on the white tail light of the plane I was to 
follow. As my squadron was the fifth squadron of the 
air group, we were naturally the last planes that would 
arrive back at the carrier. As I was wingman for the 
section leader of the fourth and last division of our 
squadron, this always left me as “tail end Charlie.”

When in a parade formation, it is poor airmanship to 
pass your leader, so I reduced power to slow down in 
order to remain behind my section leader. But slowly, 
I noticed I was still closing in on my leader, so I pulled 
off more throttle. As the white light kept getting closer 
and closer, I wondered why my leader was slowing 
down so much, and suspected we must be very close to 
the carrier and he was taking the normal landing inter-
val between him and the plane he was supposed to be 
following. The only light on the carrier was the white 
“TRUCK” light, which I had not seen as of yet in order 
to orient myself with any other aircraft. I should have 
been able to see some red lights on any aircraft on the 
downwind leg of the landing approach, but all I could 
see was the white tail light of my leader, which I kept 
closing in on.

Keeping my eye on this light, I found myself about 
to pass it, so in an effort to remain behind it, I attempt-
ed to pull off all my throttle in order to slow down even 
more, but at this time my throttle was at idle, yet I was 
still passing the white light. My landing gear was down 
and I had extended my flaps fully down. As I came 
abeam of the light, I reached for the dive brake han-
dle to aid in slowing down even more. Before I could 
actuate the dive brakes, I looked down, and with the 
aid of the white light on the belly of my AD [Douglas 
A-1 Skyraider], I could see white faces looking up at 

me. Then I recognized the partial form of a destroyer. 
I quickly realized that I had been try to fly formation 
on the “TRUCK” of the plane guard. Immediately, I 
looked at my airspeed indicator and to my horror, I 
was two knots below stall speed.

From previous experience with the torque roll of 
jamming on the throttle of the powerful engine at-
tached to the front of my AD, I gently applied just 
enough throttle to keep me from falling into the ocean.

My heart pounded in my chest as I looked ahead for 
the carrier. I had completely lost sight of my leader. As 
I passed the carrier, I could not see any other aircraft 
lights; everyone else had already landed.

With all the recent anxious moments, I misjudged 
the proper distance up wind of the carrier in order to 
have a decent downwind leg for a proper landing ap-
proach, so I was turning at the ramp, necessitating a 
wave-off. Again I misjudged and had to take a second 
wave-off.

After eight wave-offs because my approaches con-
tained every mistake in the book, it appeared as if I 
had never landed aboard a carrier. Finally, the ship’s 
air controller called and casually asked, “Caboose 515. 
What is your state?” I knew I was almost in a panic and 
my first thought was that they must know my mental 
condition, so they were attempting to calm me down. 
My muscles were flexing to press the microphone but-
ton and respond, “Tennessee,” when my mind jumped 
to attention, “NO! NO! That is not what they want 
to know. They want to know how much fuel I have 
remaining. So with a composed voice, I responded, 
“Ninety-five gallons.”

There was no response, so I figured they were at-
tempting to consider sending me to the beach on Ha-
waii if I didn’t make a landing pretty soon.

Apparently, this little conversation cleared my mind 
and on the next approach, I received that wonderful 
“CUT” from the LSO, and caught the number two 
wire.

I was a non-drinker, but I wrote my dear wife that, 
“If I didn’t start drinking after tonight, I would never 
get started.”

I had never been so scared in my life, but I remained 
a non-drinker. 

To read more war stories such as this, visit the A-1 
Skyraider Association website: http://skyraider.org/
skyassn/warstor/Grishamwarstor.htm.
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When your nerves are feelin’ shot,
And your engine’s gettin’ hot,
And it’s up to you to bring ‘er down alive
An Albatross V-strutter
Seems to hear your motor splutter,
And he’s out to scalp another S.E five.

And you’ve got no consolation
At the end of your formation,
And suddenly you see he’s cut you off;
And there’s nothing else to do,
So my boy it’s up to you,
And you wish to hell your engine wouldn’t cough.

You pull ‘er up and over,
It’s your British crust that hove ‘er,
And you’re divin’ down like leather bent for hell.
And your forehead starts a-painin’,
But your engine starts a-gainin’,
And you’re underneath his tail--you’ve done it well!

You climb a little first,
And you let him have a burst,
And your Vickers starts a spittin’ like a snake;
But you’re tremblin’like a child,
And your shots are goin’ wild;
You can see ‘em by the streaks your tracers make.

Well, you’ve pulled yourself together,
And you’re goin’ hell for leather,
But the Boche has rolled and got behind your back;
And his shots are fiery things,
And they’re landin’ in your wings;
So you roll, and almost hear them crack!

You’ll deliver him to his Gott,
In the place where it’s so hot,
And you aim and squeeze your Bowden-lever well*
And before your shots are spent,
By God! you’ve gone and sent
Him blazin’, spinnin’, crashin’, down to hell!

*The control lever for the hydraulic system that synchronized the gunfire 
through the propeller blades. The gun started firing 1 to 2 seconds after the 
lever was squeezed

COMBAT
An RAF poem from WWI

This poem was first published in the Daedalus Flyer, Vol IV, No. 2 in June 1964. The author was not identified. It 
gives a greaat mental picture of a dogfight during the early years of aviation.

background photo source: http://www.fiddlersgreen.net/
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From the Daedalus Flyer Archives: Vol IV, No 4, Dec 1964

THE BIG WEAPON IN OUR DEFENSE ARSENAL
George Santayana is known for the quote, “Those who 
do not learn history are doomed to repeat it.” This 
article, first published in the Flyer in Dec 1964, Dec 
1964, describes a key issue that our military leaders 
repeatedly articulate to the Congress and the adminis-
tration, more than 50 years after General Eaker wrote 
these words.

By IRA C. EAKER

Currently, generated in part by the present politi-
cal season, we are hearing a lot about the state of our 
national security.

The missile gap, the bomber controversy, the need 
for a supersonic interceptor, lack of an ICBM defense, 
graduated response, massive retaliation, failure to pro-
vide a new COIN (Counter-Insurgency) plane, neglect 
of CBR (Chemical-Bacteriological-Radiological) re-
search and weapons, cancellation of MMRBM (Mo-
bile Medium Range Ballistic Missile), nuclear power 
for aircraft carriers--these and other topics in the de-
fense area are being debated hotly.

Strangely, there is relatively little discussion about 
the most critical element of our national security, man-
power.

The status of the three million U.S. citizens re-
quired to be in military service today is more impor-
tant than any missile, plane, gun or ship, or all of these 
combined.

In terms of national security and world peace, our 
military manpower is the most critical item in our ar-
senal. This is so because our vast armament is useless 
without trained, capable operational and maintenance 
crews, and without a professional officer corps compe-
tent to lead and manage the military establishment, by 
long odds the biggest business in the world.

There has been much talk about the incredible 
complexity of modern weapons. They are indeed com-
plex. But no weapon has yet been invented which has 
the complexity of the human being. And, as any mili-
tary man well knows, this human being becomes more 
complex when forced into uniform.

For example, no weapon operates on a rare fuel 
called high morale. Its octane rating is higher than that 
of the most exotic fuel. It is even more powerful than 
nuclear energy. Military manpower is worthless with-
out it, yet it is in short supply today.

Why are our soldiers, sailors and airmen and their 
officer leaders often dissatisfied, unhappy and uneasy 
today?

The large number required by our world commit-
ments to be temporarily overseas today prevents the 
normal continuity of family life that the civilian com-

munity enjoys. Their salaries are not commensurate 
with pay for similar skills and hours in civil life. Their 
living conditions are often unsatisfactory, housing is 
scarce and poor, many are forced to live in hovels many 
miles from their work. Their so-called fringe benefits, 
hospitalization, commissaries and post exchanges are 
being restricted and threatened with extinction.

For the military officer corps, one of the prime 
reasons for their discontent is the spate of popular 
books, movies, plays and articles which depict them 
as psychopaths, madmen, murderers and traitors. Per-
haps their prime complaint is the charge, completely 
false but nevertheless industriously spread by left wing 
press, columnists and commentators, that military men 
challenge civil authority.

There are, happily, some signs that some of our po-
litical leaders recognize this problem and its manifest 
hazard to our security and world peace.

Senator Henry M. Jackson of the State of Washing-
ton, Chairman of the Subcommittee on National Secu-
rity Staffing and Operations, deserves credit for hold-
ing hearings and collecting valuable evidence in this 
area. The report of his subcommittee should be read by 
every citizen.

The present discussion concerning abandonment 
of the Selective Service Act or Draft may prove to be 
fortuitous. Obviously, the draft cannot be discarded 
until the military profession has been made so attrac-
tive that the needed number of our citizens will seek it 
freely as a rewarding career.

President Johnson, recently while addressing a 
convocation of the National War College and Indus-
trial College of the Armed Forces, made this signifi-
cant announcement: “I am directing the Secretary of 
Defense to speed up his present review of such mat-
ters for the military as housing and medical care, pay 
and allowances, so that we can at the earliest possible 
moment take whatever steps both human equity and 
national defense may require to enhance the standing 
and the morale of those who defend us.”

These signs that the Congress and the President 
mean to give the military profession competitive status 
with civil life are indeed hopeful. To assure comple-
tion of this program, the full support of our citizens is 
urgently required.

Critical to this support is the recognition that com-
petent military manpower of high morale is our most 
important weapon, vital to our security and our peace-
keeping mission in the world.

Lt Gen Ira C. Eaker, USAF, Ret, [was] a very active 
Daedalian [until his death in 1987].
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New/Rejoining Daedalians
June - August 2017

BG John C. Adams, USA (Ret)
Lt Col Craig R. Andrle, USAF 

1st Lt Samuel Ayers, USAF 
2d Lt Clark Bardman, USAF 

Maj Gen John L. Barry, USAF 
Col Warren A. Bennett Jr, USAF (Ret)

1st Lt Alec Benoit, USAF 
Maj Charles E. Booton, USAF (Ret)

2nd Lt Jacob Bouck, USAF 
1st Lt Josh Burress, USAF 

Maj Dustin J. Canedy, USAF 
1st Lt Joshua Castagnetta, USAF 

Col Rhude Cherry III, USAF 
Col Gregory C. Clark, USAF 
1st Lt William Clarke, USAF 

1st Lt John M. Cockburn, USAF 
2d Lt Joshua Cuany, USAF 
2d Lt John Duncan, USAF 

1st Lt Morgan Evans, USAF 
Col Donald L. Farmer, ANG 

2d Lt Reily N. Finnelly, USAF 
2d Lt Johnathon Ford, USAF 

Mr. Harry C. Fornalczyk 
Mr. Pedro Garcia-Miro 

2d Lt Corey Gerrish, USAF 
2d Lt Stephen Golden, USAF 

Lt Col Richard S. Goodlett, USAF (Ret)
Maj Craig D. Goodrich, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Jason H. Green, USAF 
Lt Col David T. Greer Jr, USAF (Ret)

2d Lt Brett Hanenberger, USAF 
2d Lt Zaquero A. Harnett, USAF 

Lt Col William H. Haynes, ANG (Ret)
Maj Conrad R. Hernandez, USAF (Ret)

2d Lt Tyler Hicks, USAF 
COL John B. Huffman, USA (Ret)

2d Lt Curtis H. Hughes, ANG 
2d Lt John Hundley, USAF 
1st Lt Joshua Hunt, USAF 

1st Lt Colton Huntsman, USAF 
Brig Gen Jimmie C. Jackson Jr, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col James A. Jimenez, USAF (Ret)
Lt Paul H. Johansen Jr, USCG 

Capt Tyler Johnson, USMC 
Mr. Andrew M. Kenney 

2d Lt Kyle Kessler, USAF 
Lt Col Lawrence L. LaFreniere, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Jesse W. Lamarand, USAF 
Lt Col Jarrett R. Lewis, USAF 

CDR Kenneth W. Lowe, USN (Ret)
1st Lt Nolan Mallory, USAF 

Lt Col Craig T. Martin, USAF 
Col Thomas A. McCarthy, USAF 

Capt Kyle B. McClure, USAF 
2d Lt Chris McCoy, USAF 

Lt Col Erik G. McMillan Sr, USAF (Ret)
2d Lt Allen Middaugh, USAF 

1st Lt Andrew Miller-Bissell, USAF 
LCDR Ralph J. Mills III, USN (Ret)
Lt Col Jack P. Murphy, USAF (Ret)

CDR James R. Nise, USNR (Ret)
Mr. Richard “Rick” D. Olin 
Maj Michael S. Perry, USAF 

Lt Col John A. Petelin, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt Alexander Piratzky, USAF 
Capt Kenneth L. Pyle, USN (Ret)

2d Lt Thomas Queens, ANG 
2d Lt Alexandro Retamozo, USAF 

Maj Christopher Reveiz, USAF 
Lt Col Gregory A. Riddle, USAF 

Capt Richard G. Rittenhouse, USMC 
1st Lt Tyler Schleif, USAF 

Maj Mark W. Schultz, USAF 
Mr. Louis L. Seldon Jr 

Capt Justin D. Shadrix, USAF 
Col Charles “Chaz” A. Shurlow, USAF 

1st Lt Michael R. Smith, USAF 
Capt Michael Speer, USAFR 
2d Lt Michael Spencer, USAF 
1st Lt Breck Stewart, USAF 

Lt Col Norman G. Taflinger, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Jason I. Thompson, USAF 

Col Julie A. Tizard, USAFR 
2d Lt Hanson Tyler, USAF 

1st Lt Justin W. Vagts, USAF 
Capt Timothy Vedra, USAF 

2d Lt Mitchell Williams, USAF 
Lt Col James A. Wilson, USAF 

2d Lt John C. Wood, USAF 
LTC Paul Yaksic, USA (Ret)

Col Joseph E. Zeis Jr, USAF (Ret)

Welcome!
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Col Andrew R. Brabson, USAF 
Lt Gen James M. Kowalski, USAF 
Col John M. Roberson, USAF (Ret)

The following contributors have given donations which raised them to the next level. A complete list of Eagle Wing donors may be 
found on the Daedalian website.

LCDR Richard E. Bird, USN (Ret)
Maj Gen Roy D. Bridges Jr, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Giles R. Norrington, USN (Ret)
Maj Michelle J. Tallon, USAFR (Ret)

THE EAGLE WING

The Daedalian Foundation is grateful for all our donors who contribute to this worthy cause which seeks to assist in filling military cockpits with well motivated and 
trained aviators.

$20,000+ Ace of Aces -- $15,000+ Triple Ace -- $10,000+ Double Ace -- $5,000+ Ace
 $2,000+ Wing Commander Exemplar -- $1,000+ Wing Commander -- $750+ Squadron Commander -- $500+ Flight Leader -- $250+ Element Leader -- $100+ Pilot
Mail gift to: The Daedalian Foundation, ATTN: Eagle Wing, PO Box 249, Randolph AFB, Texas, 78150-0249. Make checks payable to “The Daedalian Foundation.”

Brig Gen John R. Allen Jr, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Christopher F. Nevins, ANG (Ret)

Lt Col Lawrence A. Nicholas, USAF 
Col Thomas C. O’Malley, USAF (Ret)

DOUBLE ACE
Maj Gen Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)

MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

Lt Col James W. Brown, III, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)

Maj Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.

Lt Col Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)

Brig Gen Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)
Col Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)
Col Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)

Col Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Malcolm Rountree, USAF (Ret)

Col David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

Maj Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)

Col William R. Stewart, Jr., USAF (Ret)

ACE

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS

TRIPLE ACE
Col James Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

ACE OF ACES
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges

Mr. Laird Leavoy

Col Stuart K. Archer, USAF (Ret)) 

WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR SQUADRON COMMANDER

FLIGHT LEADERELEMENT LEADER

PILOT

Mrs. Maureen DeFelice

Maj Gen Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)

Lt Col Michael Adam Buck, USAF (Ret) 
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice 

Brig Gen Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret) 
Lt Col David H. Hartmann, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Laird Leavoy
Col Peter S. Miner, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Christopher F. Nevins, ANG (Ret)
Maj Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)

Col Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)
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IN MEMORIAM
Maj Joseph A. Accardo Jr, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Jimmie M. Alexander, USAF (Ret)
Col Paul W. Amodt, USAF (Ret)

Col George A. Austin, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Ora J. Baird Jr, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Jim L. Baker 
Maj Stephen H. Balzer Jr, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Jack D. Barnwell 
Col Sam B. Barrett, USAF (Ret)

Brig Gen Harry C. Bayne, USAF (Ret)
Col Arthur J. Bianco, USAF (Ret)

COL John M. Blair, USA (Ret)
Mr. George E. Boos 

Lt Col Jack L. Bowman, USAF (Ret)
Col Francis E. Brandon Jr, USAF (Ret)

Col Richard L. Brooks, USAF (Ret)
Col David M. Brown, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Harvey C. Chadbourne, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Donald J. Chadwick 

Capt Oscar S. Clippard, USAFR (Ret)
LCDR William M. Comegys Jr, USN (Ret)

Lt Col Robert B. Cooley, USAF (Ret)
Mr. John F. Coughenour, Jr 

Lt Col John R. Devitt, USAF (Ret)
Col Thomas O. Duff, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Ralph G. Fitzgerald, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert W. Fortnam, USAF (Ret)
Col Harold C. Gibson, USAF (Ret)
Col Eugene W. Grimm, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald D. Henry, USAF (Ret)

Col Charles D. Hillebrand, USAF (Ret)
Maj Charles W. Holmes, USAF (Ret)
Col Gerald L. Jagrowski, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Daniel James III, ANG (Ret)

Lt Col Harold Javitt, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Thomas G. Jenny 
Lt Col Niels D. Jensen, USAF (Ret)
Col Lyman M. Kidder, USAF (Ret)

Mr. William L. Kopplin 
Lt Col Kenneth H. Kronlund, USAF (Ret)

Col Norman C. Lamb, USAF (Ret)
Col Martin F. Lapp, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Hugh A. Marse, USAF (Ret)
Mr. M. John Martin 

Col Lawrence J. McCarthy, USAF (Ret)
Maj Artie S. McDowell, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Edward D. McDowell Jr, USAF (Ret)
Col Edward K. McGuire, USAF (Ret)

Capt Thomas J. McManus Jr, USAF (Ret)
Col Walter P. Meyler, USAF (Ret)

Col Robert M. Moorehead, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert F. Myers, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col William J. Nalewaik Jr, USAF (Ret)
Maj Gen Cornelius Nugteren, USAF (Ret)

Col Albert M. Navas, USAF (Ret)
Col Richard B. Olney Sr, USAF (Ret)

Lt Gen Donald L. Peterson, USAF (Ret)
Capt Howard B. Riggs, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Samuel L. Sayers, USN (Ret)
Col James P. Scarff Jr, USAF (Ret)
Col Gerry J. Schriever, USAF (Ret)

Col George Z. Schroeder, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert L. Simmons, USMC (Ret)

WASP Mary B. Sturdevant, WASP (Ret)
Col Robert W. Taylor, USAF (Ret)
Maj Harry F. Welch, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Charles V. Wunderlich, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert D. Yoder, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col John A. Young, USAF (Ret)

Headquarters received notification of the following Daedalians who have taken their final flight. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with their families and friends.

We toast our faithful comrades
Now fallen from the sky

And gently caught by God’s own hand
To be with him on high.

To dwell among the soaring clouds
They knew so well before

From dawn patrol and victory roll
At heaven’s very door.

And as we fly among them there
We’re sure to hear their plea-

“Take care my friend; watch your six,
and do one more roll… just for me.”

“One More Roll” 
A poem composed (and later written on the back of a 
cigarette packet) by CAPT Jerry Coffee in Hanoi.
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MEMBERS: Flight e-mail addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!

FLIGHTS: Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-0249, or telephone 
(210) 945-2111 or E-MAIL: membership@daedalians.org. 

ADDRESSES

4th (NAT’L CAPITAL) 
15th (MINUTEMAN) 
42nd (FIRST STATE) 
43rd (GARDEN STATE) 
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
25th (SUNCOAST)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS) 

10th (POLAR)
11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS 
 SKYHAWKS)

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
 A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)

jonlmartinson@cs.com....................................................................Ft. Myer, VA
cbhma@me.com.............................................................................Belmont, MA
robert.drye.2@us.af.mil.....................................................................Dover, DE
gardenstateflight@gmail.com..................................................Eastampton, NJ
curtislg@fairpoint.net ..............................................................Portsmouth, NH

foundersflight@gmail.com.....................................................Montgomery, AL
garyb47@garrettc.com.............................................................Cocoa Beach, FL
PO Box 10001......................................................................Goldsboro, NC 27532
junruh1@cox.net..........................................................................Pensacola, FL
suncoastdaedalians@gmail.com.......................................................Tampa, FL
P O Box 65796...................................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665 
atjewell@mindspring.com.................................................. Warner Robins, GA
jfoster@flygpt.com.............................................................................Biloxi, MS
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com.............................................Fayetteville, NC
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net; mohairr@bellsouth.net...........Lake Park, GA
redunbar@cox.net..............................................................Ft. Walton Beach, FL
70thflt@gmail.com............................................................................Sumter, SC
danny.montplaisir@gmail.com..................................................Columbus, MS
droach@sc.rr.com......................................................................Myrtle Beach, SC
skip.sanders@us.af.mil............................................................Panama City, FL
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com...............................................Enterprise, AL
wrightbj@bellsouth.net.............................................................Woodstock, GA

PolarFlight10@yahoo.com........................................................Anchorage, AK
falconflight11@gmail.com................................................Colorado Spring, CO
wwise364@comcast.net; jeffroy46@comcast.net...........................Aurora, CO
goodellwf@comcast.net..............................................................North Pole, AK
cascadeflight@gmail.com...............................................................Tacoma, WA
pminersprint@msn.com..............................................................Clearfield, UT
fcbum@aol.com; henrybishop@earthlink.net.............................Spokane, WA
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com........................................................Cheyenne, WY
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way....................................Boise, ID 83709
7025 Goddard Dr......................................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive....................Bozeman, MT 59715

travisdaedalians@outlook.com.....................................................Fairfield, CA
dvdbock@verizon.net................................................................Hawthorne, CA
OldPueblo12@gmail.com.................................................................Tucson, AZ
rich@wild-blue-yonder.com.........................................................San Diego, CA
fharsany@comcast.net..........................................................Albuquerque, NM
arnichols10@gmail.com....................................................................El Paso, TX

FlightCaptainSierra27@aol.com............................................Sacramento, CA
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net...................................................Riverside, CA

33rd (THUNDERBIRD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)
56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON) 

 

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY) 
60th (FLYING TIGER)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP) 
103rd (FORT HOOD)

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

28th (ALOHA)

Virtual Flight

TBirdFlt33@att.net........................................................Litchfield Park, AZ 
larryking381@comcast.net........................................................Merced, CA 
PO Box 1465..................................................................Wheatland, CA 95692
PO Box 424................................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
skif16@yahoo.com...................................................................Las Vegas, NV
patretta@wbhsi.cm..................................................................Chandler, AZ
Col Michael Connolly, 3513 Lew Wallace Dr.........................Clovis, NM 88101

flt9membership@gmail.com......................................................Dayton, OH
homarice@gmail.com.............................................................Rapid City, SD
lemayflight16@gmail.com..........................................................Omaha, NE
john.almind.1@us.af.mil...........................................................Belleville, IL
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE..................Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134..........................................................Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon..............................................................Wichita, KS 67226 

 

stinsons.flight@gmail.com..................................................San Antonio, TX
23flight@gmail.com..............................................................Fort Worth, TX
texomaflight@gmail.com...................................................Wichita Falls, TX
rbutler456@aol.com.....................................................................Austin, TX
daedalianartravelers@gmail.com........................................Little Rock, AR
WileyPostFlight46@cox.net..........................................Oklahoma City, OK
chennaultflight@gmail.com.................................................Shreveport, LA
4501 62nd St..........................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414 
Lt Col Scott Allison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307............Laughlin AFB, TX 78840 
c/o Lt Col Tom Gallagher, 5920 Peppertree Dr...............Alexandria, LA 71303
PO Box 277.............................................................................Altus, OK 73522
c/o Mark Dribell, 1204 S. Haven............................................Hewitt, TX 76643
P O Box 9012...........................................................................Enid, OK 73705 
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane......................Harker Heights, TX 76548

 
 

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012
 

 
rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com........................................................Honolulu, HI

communications@daedalians.org

NORTH EAST

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST

PACIFIC
SOUTH WEST

NORTH WEST

SOUTH EAST

HQ Contact Information:
Daedalians—P.O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, TX 78148-0249

 Phone Number: (210) 945-2111—FAX: (210) 945-2112
E-MAIL: communications@daedalians.org
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