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Fellow Daedalians, 

I hope all have had a great spring as we now move steadily into summer. Your headquarters staff has been very 
busy these past months and has my thanks for a great effort to plan and carry out a terrific convention in Wash-
ington DC in April. All that attended enjoyed seeing friends and participating in the activities and discussions that 
culminated with our awards luncheon on Saturday, April 8th. We also had a terrific symposium beforehand on 
fifth-generation aircraft led by Dr. Ben Lambeth that was extremely informative and insightful. As most of you 
know, Ben has been responsible for the symposium for many years. We are truly grateful for his efforts to support 
our mission and convention activities. As an honorary member, he is a tremendous supporter of airpower. I also 
owe a personal thanks to Nick Kehoe for stepping in for me as Mother Nature’s weather delayed my arrival a bit. 

We were fortunate to be able to present all but two of our annual awards at the convention. All the recipients, 
families, senior leadership and members present, created a terrific opportunity and backdrop to honor outstanding 
performance, leadership and valor. Our organizational objective to recognize that performance remains as signifi-
cant and important today as it did decades ago with the first award by our Founders. 

On May 19th, I presented the Navy Exceptional Aviator Award to LT Justin Waskey, a young helicopter in-
structor pilot who experienced an engine failure and saved his aircraft and fleet replacement pilot during night 
deck landing qualifications with NVGs. The presentation took place in front of over 250 of his peers, senior Navy 
leadership and his fiancé at the Navy Helicopter Association conference. What a fitting venue to publicly honor 
him and through him, all those in attendance that stand in the breach. Our awards program is special and it keeps 
us close to those who defend us today. 

We said so long to Jim Kellogg as our National Adjutant at the convention. We all owe Jim a special thanks 
for his years of service and leadership at the headquarters. We wish him well and welcome Maureen DeFelice 
into the Executive Director role. All of the headquarters staff transition is about complete and we are all working 
to serve you better. 

I wish you all a great summer as we continue to press on with our mission to honor those who flew and fly in 
defense of our nation.

 

Volabamus   Volamus

Lt Gen Douglas Owens, USAF (Ret)
National Commander

COMMANDER'S PERSPECTIVE
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When the Order of Daedalians was founded in 1934, the mission was similar to what it is today: to advocate for 
air and space power and to honor those who flew and fly in defense of the nation. We were originally led by a 
Wing Commander and a Wing Adjutant, both of whom were elected by the members. Bylaws revisions in 1959 
changed those titles to National Commander and National Adjutant, and gave the National Commander the au-
thority to appoint the National Adjutant to manage “the affairs, funds, and property of the national organization, 
the conduct of the annual meeting of the Order, the issuance of charters to flights authorized by the national Board 
of Directors, and the implementation of the plans and policies of the National Board of Directors.” In 2013 the 
duties of the National Adjutant were expanded to include “Executive Director,” a term widely used in not-for-
profit organizations. Now the National Commander and the Board of Directors have enacted another change in 
the leadership at Daedalian Headquarters.

Effective with the April 2017 retirement of the National Adjutant, Colonel Jim Kellogg, USAF (Ret), the title of 
the person responsible for leading the headquarters and implementing the policies of the National Commander 
and the Board of Directors is now the Executive Director of the Daedalians. I have eagerly accepted this position. 

I have served as an employee at Daedalian Headquarters since December 2004. I am committed to continuing 
to do my very best to serve the members and to advancing our Daedalian mission. I will be leading a recently 
reorganized staff of top-notch employees who are dedicated to serving all of you. To better meet your needs, we 
have expanded our hours of operation Monday through Thursday and will also open the office for a half-day on 
Fridays. 

During my 12 years in the Headquarters, I have had the great pleasure of meeting, emailing, and talking with 
many of you. If you have a question, issue, or concern, please contact me. And, if we haven’t met or you want to 
renew our acquaintance, please give me a call to say “hi.” Let me know what we can do to better serve Daedalians 
and to advance our important mission.

Maureen DeFelice

From the Desk of  

The Executive Director

Maureen DeFelice
Executive Director

Daedalian Headquarters Building on Randolph AFB, TX.

Volabamus   Volamus
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National Convention 2017

One of the most eagerly anticipated and best attended 
highlights of the 2017 National Convention was the 

airpower symposium, held on Saturday, 8 April. Titled “Fifth-
Generation Technology and the New Face of Air Warfare,” 
the symposium featured an all-star cast of airpower experts 
from wide-ranging operational and academic arenas. 

Honorary Daedalian Doctor Ben 
Lambeth served as the moderator 
for the symposium. During his 
opening remarks he stressed 
that what we now call “fifth-
generation” aircraft technology 
has revolutionized air warfare. He 
noted that fifth-generation aircraft 
like the F-22 and F-35 acquire 
enormous amounts of data, fuse 
that data into information, and present that information to 
pilots in ways that give them unprecedented situational 
awareness. Combined with their ability to operate in enemy 
airspace undetected, this situational awareness makes them 
extremely lethal. He asserted that “if an F-22 is properly 
flown, the first indication that you’re engaged with it is a fire 
light in your cockpit.” 

The first panelist was Lt 
Gen Stephen P., Mueller, USAF 
(Ret). He flew the F-16 during 
Operation DESERT STORM. 
General Mueller began by 
addressing the real meaning of 
“fifth-generation.” He observed 
that because most people think 
linearly, the term “generation” 
implies a linear process. In the 

case of aircraft generations, however, improvements in 

capabilities are actually exponential. Thus the increase in 
capability from a fourth-generation aircraft to fifth is akin 
to moving exponentially from 16 to 256. As an example of 
the advanced nature of the F-35, he noted that the coatings 
on the F-35 that are used to manage the aircraft’s radar 
signature have a thickness tolerance equal to the thickness 
of a hair on one’s head. 

“This is not an Industrial Age aircraft, it is a Digital Age 
aircraft; it changes the way we do business.” Formerly, 
essential mission information used by combat aviators was 
acquired, compiled, “fused” into useful information, and 
then supplied to the aviators by airmen at headquarters. 
Later, this point of fusion was pushed forward, to the 
Combined Air Operations Centers (CAOCs), and then even 
further forward via aircraft such as the Airborne Warning 
and Control System (AWACS) and Joint Surveillance Target 
Attack Radar System (JSTARS). “Today, fusion occurs 
at the point of execution-it happens in the F-35 and F-22 
cockpits, and they are pushing the information backward 
and into the entire network. Multi-Domain Command and 
Control requires a philosophical shift, recognizing that this 
fusion is happening at the execution level.” 

He also made note that we are on “version one” of the 
F-35, and that in ten years’ time the F-35’s capabilities will 
be remarkably different. That’s because the changes that 
will be made will largely be software changes. He noted that 
Moore’s Law predicts that in computing, one can expect to 
double the computational power while halving the price 
every 2 years. He also discussed the per-unit cost of the 
F-35, noting that although a million dollars was viewed as 
a very big number thirty years ago, it is not seen as nearly 
so big a number today. He asserted that when one considers 
just what that the F-35 provides, it is a remarkable value for 
its price. 

The next member of the panel 
was USMC pilot, LtCol David 
“Chip” Berke. LtCol Berke began 
by declaring that most people’s 
ideas of what the key attributes 
are for fighter aircraft are simply 
out of date. “Everybody loves the 
maneuverability and speed of the 
Raptor, but F-22 pilots understand 
that the airplane’s least important 
attribute is its speed-which should suggest just how amazing 
the other, more important attributes really are. What people 
never see at an air show is what’s on the pilot’s display-

Fifth-Generation Technology and the New 
Face of Air Warfare

Daedalian National Convention Air Power Symposium, 8 April 2017
by: Lieutenant Colonel (ret) Michael A. Buck, Daedalian Foundation Trustee

Daedalians listen attentively to the panel members.
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-what sort of 
information the 
pilot is getting 
that allows him 
to make really 
smart decisions 
in combat, and 
kill everything 
that he sees-
-and that has 
nothing to do 
with speed. In 
fifth-generation combat, the fastest airplane out there is just 
the first one to die.” 

He moved on to discuss his latest aircraft, the F-35. “In 
an F-35, people talk about information-the depth of spectral 
dominance-radio frequency spectrum, electro-optical, 
infrared-the information that the F-35 has at its disposal. 
If what a fighter is expected to do in 2030 is different from 
what one was expected to do in 1970, then we had better start 
using different measurements to assess its effectiveness. 
The criticisms many make of fifth-generation airframes 
use those older measurements, such as dogfighting ability, 
which are largely irrelevant. Stealth, sensor fusion, and 
networking-all of which add up to situational awareness-are 
much more relevant today, and fourth-generation aircraft do 
not have those things. Stealth by itself does not keep you 
alive; it is used in concert with all of its other capabilities to 
be effective, but it is essential. An aircraft without stealth is 
a non-starter.” 

“Sensor fusion combines the information from all sensors 
into a single view of the world shared by all players. This 
saves enormous amounts of time by sharing information 
without any need for communication. This is important, 
because we expect more of a fifth-generation fighter pilot 
than we ever did of preceding generation fighter pilots. The 
list of things that a brand new First Lieutenant in an F-22 or 
F-35 is expected to do is much longer than that expected of 
wingmen in the past.”

“Networking is now critical to success. Integrating the 
high quality information from surface and air sensors makes 
everyone’s situational awareness higher, and information 
is the key. Although it’s true that the F-35 carries fewer 
missiles than an F-15, having four times the information 
makes the utility of those weapons grow exponentially.”

“The strongest critics of the F-35 are the people who 
know the least about it. Fifth-generation pilots know that 
information is paramount. 100 percent of pilots would 
choose better situational awareness over improvements in 
any other area.” 

Major Andrew “Punk” Stolee, USAF, currently assigned 
to the Pentagon, then offered another Air Force perspective 

on the issues. Major Stolee’s 
introductory remarks began with 
this overarching observation: “As 
technology advances, we need 
to make humans more effective. 
That may include using artificial 
intelligence to help humans with 
the decision making process so the 
human can interact better with the 
technology at his disposal.” 

“This is not a new idea; it was first identified as a result of 
the Air Intercept Missile Evaluation (AIMVAL) and the Air 
Combat Evaluation (ACEVAL) tests conducted between 
1974 and 1978.” Major Stolee quoted Lieutenant Colonel 
“Shad” Dvorchak, an operations analyst at Nellis Air Force 
Base: “In AIMVAL, incremental hardware advantages had 
tended to wash out in the long run as opponents adapted; 
similarly in ACEVAL, human interactions had been five 
times as influential on outcomes as test variables like force 
ratio or the initial GCI condition.”

“The test results demonstrated that the single most 
important factor affecting the outcomes of aerial 
engagements is situational awareness” Major Stolee 
emphasized. “We can now reap the benefits of flying aircraft 
built around that concept. By using low observability, or 
stealth, combined with sensor fusion and information 
available in the cockpit, we can create a situation where 
the human being in that cockpit can operate at a place of 
higher situational awareness than the adversary at all times. 
That makes the human better, which makes the force better, 
which makes America better.” 

Major Stolee offered an example of how fifth-generation 
aircraft technology has radically changed what today’s 
fighter pilots do, and how they do it. “In the F-15 we spent 
a lot of time running the radar to find the bad guy so that we 
could shoot him. In the F-22, the increased level of situational 
awareness provided by the aircraft frees me from running 
the radar, allowing me to focus on being in exactly the right 
place at the right time, and on making sure that other forces 
are where they need to be. I now have opportunities to do 
different things that will allow everybody else to be better. 
The F-22 carries as many missiles as an F-15; the difference 
is that I can make those missiles count better. I can choose 
when I am going to use them, as opposed to having to use 
them just in case the adversary does something. In the 
F-22 I can watch him play his hand, and then pick him off. 
Growing up in the F-15, and then teaching in the F-22, I 
have found that the type of pilot who does well has also 
changed. In the F-15, the pilot who ran his radar well and 
understood the geometry of air-to-air was King Kong-but if 
he just ran the radar well, he did fine. The opposite is true 
in the F-22: radar skills are not that important, whereas the 

(See 5th-Gen on page 12)

Daedalians Steve Tourangeau, Gary Palmer, Mike Buck 
and RG Head listen closely to the panelists.
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CITATION OF HONOR RECIPIENT:

Yvonne de Ridder Files

When the Germans invaded Belgium in 1940, Yvonne de Ridder Files was working as her father’s secretary in 
Antwerp. Within a few months of the invasion, she joined the resistance movement and her apartment became the 
headquarters of the underground forces for northern Belgium. Explosives and incendiary devices were assembled 
and stored in her apartment. Almost daily, she delivered these weapons via bicycle to the chief of the sabotage 
team.

In early 1944, Yvonne was asked to take on the task of sheltering allied airmen. Over 700 flyers were secretly 
passed along by the Belgian underground and 13 moved through her apartment before she was caught by the 
Germans. In July 1944, she was hiding five airmen in her apartment when she was betrayed by a double agent. 
She was arrested by the German SS and interrogated brutally. She refused to identify any of her fellow resistance 
members and as a result, she was sentenced to be hanged. The liberation of Antwerp saved her life.

On June 30, 1990, National Commander Lieutenant General Joseph E. Moore presented the Daedalian Citation 
of Honor to Yvonne de Ridder Files, and saluted her for courageously putting her nation and the lives of airmen 
ahead of herself.

Correction: The Citation of Honor article in the last issue incorrectly stated the estimated number of aviators Mrs. Brus-
selmans assisted as 200. Her daughter provided a more accurate estimate of 82 Americans and close to 100 when includ-
ing British, Canadian and Australian aviators. (Source: Yvonne Daley-Brusselmans)

8   Daedalus Flyer Spring & Summer 2017



Meet the Board of Trustee Members - 
Lt Col Olga Custodio

By: Maureen DeFelice

Lieutenant Colonel 
Olga Custodio is a 
pioneer female aviator. 
As the first to accomplish 
many things, the most 
recent recognition came 
from her induction into 
the San Antonio Aviation 
Hall of Fame as the first 
Latina Air Force pilot. 
She entered pilot training 
with the backing of her 
husband, an enlisted 
airman. Today, her husand 

is proud and supportive of her success.
Lt Col Olga E. Custodio was born in San Juan, 

Puerto Rico; graduated high school at age 16; and 
attended the University of Puerto Rico where she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree. Upon graduation, 
Lt Col Custodio worked for various industries before 
landing a job in the accounting department of Prinair 
(Puerto Rico International Airlines). There she met 
Edwin Custodio, with whom she would eventually have 
two children. She 
later worked for the 
US Department of 
Defense in Panama. 
With the support 
of her husband, 
she presented 
herself before the 
Military Center 
H e a d q u a r t e r s 
to apply for the 
United States 
Air Force Officer 
Candidate School. 
Upon admission, 
Custodio was accepted as a pilot candidate to become 
a United States Air Force pilot. She entered the 
Flight Screening Pilot Officer Training School in 
January 1980. After successful completion of Flight 
Screening she entered Officer Training School and 
was commissioned a Second Lieutenant. She qualified 
for Undergraduate Pilot Training at Laughlin Air Force 
Base in Texas and graduated the following year, thus 
becoming the first Latina to complete the US Air Force 
military pilot training. Her first military assignment was 
that of instructor pilot at Laughlin AFB. She was the 
first female to become a T-38 UPT flight instructor at 
that base. Olga retired from active duty with the rank of 

Several local Daedalians attended Lt Col Custodio’s induction ceremony at Port 
San Antonio.

Lt Col in October 2003, 
but continued to fly 
in the USAF Reserve. 
She accepted a position 
with American Airines 
as a flight engineer 
on the B-727 aircraft 
and was promoted to 
eventually become the 
first Latina captain for 
American Airlines.

Olga joined the 
Daedalians in 2011 and 
quickly jumped into 
action as a scholarship 
committee member 
for the flight. She now 
serves as the chairman 
of the Stinsons Flight 
scholarship committee. Her belief in supporting future 
aviators is so strong that she also joined the National 
Headquarters scholarship committee. Lt Col Custodio 
financially supports the foundation, volunteers at 
events, helps with projects and takes a leadership role 
in decisions for the Daedalians. Her active participation 
comes from a heartfelt desire to carry the legacy 
forward.

Volunteering her time to help students succeed is 
important to her, but she focuses on her aviation passion. 
She wishes to pass on as much as she can because she 
feels blessed to live in this nation. This love of nation 
came from her father. He was an important role model 
of sacrifice, service and love of country. As a role 
model for future generations, she continues the legacy 
of inspiring tomorrow’s military aviators. 

Olga receives her certificate of induction 
from Sherry Kafke Wagner.

Lt Col Custodio climbing into the T-38.
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BOOK REVIEWS
Aviating with Evans

Author: Norvin “Bud” Evans
Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret)

I really enjoyed this book, it is a very good read! “Bud” Evans had one heck 
of an aviation career, as a combat pilot flying the P-80 in Korea to some very 
interesting (and exciting) experimental test pilot work flying a wide variety 
of the Air Force’s newest aircraft. I think, like me, you will have a hard time 
putting this one down. Several of the stories in the book are of the “Holy cow, 
did he really do that and survive?” variety. When you get to them, you will 
know what they are. Good job, “Bud,” and thanks for your above and beyond 
service to our country.

Caribou Airlines (Vol I, II, III)
Author: Pat Hanavan

Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret)
Oh my goodness, Pat Hanavan, you have my respect for putting this three volume set together. The details 
are amazing: everything you ever wanted to know about the venerable C-7A Caribou is in them (well, al-
most – I suspect there could be a Vol. IV in the works to cover the period after Vol. III). This history of USAF 
C-7A Caribou operations in Vietnam is very thorough, and seems to be based upon the official USAF Histo-
ries of the Wing, the Tactical Airlift Squadrons, the Maintenance Squadrons and the Combat Crew Training 
Squadron, augmented with stories from those, who were there (some of the latter are priceless and will give 
the reader a good laugh). Each chapter, for each unit, is organized the same way, so if your interest is in 
unit leadership, or parts and supplies issues, you can easily find them to compare the differences between 

units. It’s the same if you are pri-
marily interested in flight opera-
tions, training, awards and decora-
tions, etc. Vol. I details the handoff 
of the Caribou and its mission from 
the Army to the Air Force, and the 
resulting challenges to spin up the 
new units and man them. It is sub-
titled “The First Years: 1966-1967”. 
Vol. II is subtitled “Tet Offensive: 
1968”, and Vol. III is subtitled “Ben 
Het: 1969”. If you are going to read 
them, as I did, from cover to cover, 
just don’t expect to do it quickly, as 
the amount of information to absorb 
is immense.

Footsteps to Forever
Author: R. Samuel Baty

Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret)
This is Author Baty’s first novel, and it is a WWII Thriller. It takes place in the US, 
Norway, and the European and Pacific Theaters. It is well written, but I had mixed 
emotions about it, for several reasons: it was halfway thru the book that the person 
I thought was the main character is killed, and the person I thought was secondary 
turns out to be the main character – ok, that caught me by surprise. The second 
reason is the book, which is historically accurate covers a lot more territory than I 
thought it needed to (why the Pacific Theater?). Third, the ending leaves the story 
open, which I assume is because author Baty is going to write one, or more follow-on 
novels using the characters, but it left me scratching my head and saying “Why?” 
Perhaps I should read the next novel to find out.
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BOOK REVIEWS
I Flew With the Lafayette Escadrille

Author: Edwin C. Parsons, Rear Admiral, USN (Retired)
Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret)

Formed in 1916, the Lafayette Escadrille (formerly the Escadrille Americaine) was 
the only all-American flying squadron to fight for France in WWI. This is the story of 
the 38 pilots who served in the squadron. The book was originally published as “The 
Great Adventure” in 1937, and re-issued under its current title in 1963. Author Parsons 
who, interestingly, never became a Daedalian, served with the 37 others from near their 
beginning to being absorbed into the Lafayette Flying Corps when the US entered the 
war. The book goes through their individual backgrounds, their American and French 
pilot training experiences, and the hazardous operational flying against Germany. The 
book has a lot of pictures in it, as well as extremely interesting stories about the pilots, 
several of whom are well-known legends to Daedalians and the flying world. If you can 
find a copy (try abe.com), it will be well worth the effort for these are the pilots whose 

shoulders we all stood on.

War Birds: Diary of an Unknown Aviator
Author: John MacGavock Grider
Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret)

I found this book in an estate sale years ago and it is fascinating. Considered by many to be a clas-
sic study of WWI aviation, it is one man’s view of the training, experiences, and combat condi-
tions experienced by 210 American pilots, who fought initially with the Royal Flying Corps. The 
author’s best friend and squadron mate, Elliott White Springs (Daedalian Founder Member #170), 
got the diary when that friend was killed in combat. Springs published the diary in 1926 and 
deliberately left the author anonymous. He had the book illustrated by Clayton Knight (Founder 
Member #4094), another squadron friend and fellow pilot. The book was to have been a private 
issue of 210 copies (one for each squadron member, or his family, if deceased), but was publically 
published after a copy of the manuscript reached an editor of Liberty Magazine. Of the 210 men 
who landed in England, 51 were killed, 30 wounded, 14 became POWs, 20 became mentally unfit 

for flying, and the remainder had to deal daily with combat fatigue. I recommend this book to you if you are looking for a 
good read for the 100th anniversary of WWI. 

Falcons of France
Author: Charles Nordhoff & James Normal Hall

Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret)
If the authors Nordhoff (Daedalian Founder Member #3846) and Hall (Founder Member #4378) 
sound familiar, it’s because they also wrote and published the popular book Mutiny on the Bounty. 
Both Nordhoff and Hall flew for France with the Lafayette Flying Corps during WWI before the 
United States entered the war. In 1929, they wrote Falcons of France, an excellent historical 
fiction novel that accurately describes the conditions, training, and combat experienced by these 
young volunteer pilots. If you are able to read this novel and the “War Birds” book, also reviewed 
above, you will quickly see that the training and experiences of those who fought for France,and 
those who fought for England differed in many ways. Both are good illustrations what our Founder 
Members went through at the beginning of military aviation. I particularly enjoyed reading them 
during this year, the 100th anniversary of WWI. Enjoy!
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pilots who best understand the geometry, and know when it 
is the right time to do something are the most successful.” 

The final panelist was Honorary 
Daedalian Doctor Richard Hallion. 
He began with an overview 
of military aviation history to 
provide context for today’s fifth-
generation capabilities. “At the 
dawn of airpower the first use of 
aircraft was to provide information 
to commanders. The common 
currency of any enterprise today 

is still information. There are still some constraints that 
limit us-physical capabilities of pilots, for instance. We can 
use systems to compensate for those limitations. Unlike 
airframe development, which tends to be linear in nature, 
systems development tends to be exponential.” 

“Continuous improvement is critical to keep from falling 
behind. France ended World War I as the most powerful 
aviation nation. In 1940, they lost to the Germans because 
they had become diffident, and gone way off track. During 
World War I the U.S. was completely reliant on our Allies 
for aircraft, but after the war we created a dual-use industrial 
base that could support aviation. We wound up with 
tremendous production capacity, producing over 300,000 
airplanes in World War II. Other countries had technical 
excellence, but were hopelessly out-produced. After World 
War II, the U.S. fell behind in technological advances in 
air and space power, running second or third in many key 
areas.”

“The common view of aircraft progression incorrectly 
perceives that at the end of the 1950s the aeronautical 
revolution had ended--that practical limits in terms of speed, 
altitude, and 
so on had been 
reached. Since 
then, however, 
there have been 
many advances 
made in 
aerodynamics, 
n a v i g a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , 
engines, and 
stealth.”

“Where are we going next? Our first challenge is in 
acquisition. Acquisition is more like a soup bowl than a 
rational process. Today it takes 10 times as long to develop 

a weapon system than in World War II. Aircraft more and 
more are becoming platforms; they are taking a long period 
of time to develop, and then will be continuously adapted 
over their service lives. We cannot speak knowledgeably 
about what the F-22 or F-35 20 or 30 years from now will 
be doing. They may have onboard systems and capabilities 
that, at best, we can only hazily think of.” 

“Looking at the threat environment we are in today, 

when faced with anti-aircraft missile systems such as 
Russia’s S-300 or China’s HQ-9, it is very important to 
note that without fifth-generation aircraft to deal with those 
threats, the fourth-generation aircraft are going to be in very 
serious trouble. As was pointed out by our two operational 
speakers, we know why our adversaries are trying to develop 
those fifth-generation capabilities. In time they will, and the 
numbers of their systems may well exceed ours, which will 
be very serious.”

“One of the things we need to do is invest seriously in 
hypersonics, specifically for missiles, which will give us 
long reach and rapid response. Our potential adversaries 
have made great advances in these areas, and they clearly 
intend to use them against us. Hypersonics is key to the 
future. Consider that we entered the 19th century with a 
mobility of about six miles an hour, the speed of a vehicle 
drawn by an animal. We entered the 20th Century at 60 
miles an hour, the speed of a steam locomotive. We entered 
the 21st Century at 600 miles an hour, and we’re on track 
for a 6,000 mile per hour vehicle by the turn of the next 
century.” 

Questions and Answers:
After the panelists made their remarks they entertained 

questions from the audience for nearly an hour. 
Doctor Lambeth got the ball rolling when he recalled 
a recent Red Flag exercise where F-22s faced fourth-

5th Gen (cont’d from page 7)

F-22 Raptor (source: www.defenseindustrydaily.com)

The audience was very interested in the panelists’ com-
ments on the future of airpower and 5th-Gen aircraft.
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generation fighters daily, with a resultant kill ratio of around 
120 to 1. He asked whether this was representative of what 
fifth-generation aircraft can do. Lieutenant Colonel Berke 
and Major Stolee addressed his question.
Berke: “When fourth-generation fighters train against 
each other, the adversaries are often given restrictions and 
presentations that they may use. When a fifth-generation 
fighter trains against a fourth generation adversary, the 
typical brief is “get as many airplanes as you can, and do 
whatever you want.” There is no way to say this without 
sounding flippant, but fighting fourth-generation aircraft in 
the Raptor is so easy that it’s really not relevant to what 
we’re concerned about today. Note that our adversaries are 
not trying to improve the fourth-generation characteristics 
of their fighters; rather, they are building fifth-generation 
platforms to compete with Raptors, integrating them, and 
building networks, with a whole host of other systems that 
actually will make our problem more complicated. The fight 
that I am most concerned about is the fifth-generation fight. 
It is a totally different world. The price of admission to that 
fight is a fifth-generation fighter. That’s why the rest of the 
world is trying to build them.”
Stolee: “When a multi-role fourth-generation fighter has 
to suddenly switch from his primary mission to another, 
say from Suppression of Enemy Air Defenses to Air-to-
Air, it can be extremely disorienting as the pilot removes 
his attention from his targeting pod and then focuses on 
his radar. It’s a complex problem. In contrast, the F-35 and 
F-22 can switch roles much faster because of the way the 
information is presented to the pilots. Being low observable 
also creates more time for the fifth-generation aircraft 
to make that switch. This means that the fifth-generation 
aircraft are the best at the toughest parts of the mission- 
better than the other guy, every time. When a fighter fails to 
defeat an enemy, it’s due to a mistake made by the pilot, not 
due to a lack of information.”

Someone from the audience asked whether fifth-
generation fighter pilots still use four-ship formations. 
Major Stolee and Lieutenant Colonel Berke answered in 
turn.
Stolee: “We still operate as a four-ship when possible. The 
four-ship gives you the most flexibility and options--to mass 
firepower when needed, or to maneuver when required. It 
does not look like the traditional four-ship.”
Berke: “We’re not supposed to use the term “roving 
motorcycle gang” (even though it’s apt) because it makes 
it sound like we’re just running around with four airplanes, 
doing what we want. One big difference between today’s 
four-ship and that of the past is what we expect of number 
Four. We used to expect a new number Four to keep sight 
of lead. If that’s all he could do, that was acceptable. Today 
a new number Four, just out of RTU, is expected to operate 
autonomously- to make independent fighter decisions, to 

provide high level information, and to supply kinetic and 
non-kinetic decisions as an independent fighter. In the past 
we would never imagine number Four serving as the leading 
edge of a mission. Now we do.”

Former National Commander Lieutenant General Nick 
Kehoe asked “How well are we adapting to the mindset 
that has to change in terms of employing systems as we 
move from fourth-generation to fifth-generation?” General 
Mueller and Major Stolee responded.
Mueller: “With regard to adapting, we still have a 
significant training gap. We still have a T-38 as a pilot 
training plane, and the leap from that to the F-35 is like 
Mount Kilimanjaro. The whole idea of how we train has to 
change. On Command and Control it is not generational, it 
is a continuous adaptation.” 
Stolee: “In my experience, every time we introduce 
something new, the people who have never done anything 
before will adapt easily. It’s the people with old habit 
patterns that are the hardest to move. In general, if we know 
how to teach it, they will be able to learn it. The challenge is 
in figuring out how to teach it.”
Mueller: “The requirements / acquisitions process is broken. 
Currently, success in these areas is determined by whether 
or not you follow the process, not whether you deliver what 
the warfighter needs. It’s time to throw the entire process 
out. The requirements document for the U-2 spy plane was 
a one-page document, whereas my company just delivered 
our Joint Stars proposal, and we had to rent a truck to deliver 
the 32 cases of paper required to submit for that proposal.” 

Another Daedalian asked “What is coming after fifth-
g e n e r a t i o n ? ” 
Doctor Hallion 
tackled that one 
first, followed by 
General Mueller 
and Doctor 
Lambeth.
H a l l i o n : 
“Command and 
Control is going 
to be even more 
critical in the future, and it must be more resilient. Sixth-
generation will likely be noted by subtle differences. With 
Moore’s Law driving architectures and capabilities, our 
mastery of and ability to incorporate cyber is going to be 
absolutely crucial. Instead of a future containing very exotic 
looking aircraft, we may in fact have something that looks 
very pedestrian, but what is going on inside that system will 
be very different; exchanging and mastering information, 
using cyber not only for our benefit, but also in an offensive 
way. An aircraft drawing information from assets on the 
ground and in space, exchanging information with ships at 
sea-we saw a hint of this in the early stages of the entry into 

F-35 Lightning II (source www.theaviationist.com)
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Afghanistan, where special operators were coordinating with 
B-52s to drop Joint Direct Attack Munition (JDAM) bombs, 
which are guided by GPS satellites in orbit. We currently 
have a silly national debate about whether or not we want to 
see space weaponized- but as this example shows, space is 
already weaponized! Other areas for advance may include 
materials, to include their electromagnetic properties.”
Mueller: “Big Data is going to be important. Systems that 
collect data from various sources and put it all together 
to provide awareness are what I believe sixth-generation 
will be. The data that will exist 10 years from now is 
incomprehensible.”
Lambeth: “That raises the question of whether we have 
reached a point where the very idea of generations is 
obsolete. Compared with the YF-16, a day VFR gunfighter, 
the Block 70 F-16 is like something from a different planet- 
fundamentally and qualitatively different. Within the F-22 
and F-35 airframes, their capabilities will be radically 
different.”

Another audience member asked “Why does it seem that 
there is no appetite to restart the F-22 production line and 
build more F-22s, given its fifth-generation capabilities and 
that the research and development has already been done?” 
General Mueller provided the answer.
Mueller: “First, there is no production line to restart. 
Equipment is not the issue, it’s the 15,000 suppliers who no 
longer exist. Also, why would you restart production of a 
plane designed in the 1980s? The things that we’ve learned 
since the production of the F-22 by building the F-35 are 
remarkable. For example, nearly every surface on the F-35 
is a sensor. That is not the case with the F-22, and we’d 
have to make significant redesigns to make it that way. We 
certainly can merge the best attributes of the F-35 and F-22 
into something new and better.” 

Panelist Bios
• Doctor Lambeth is a long-time specialist in international 

security affairs and air warfare. He spent 37 years with 
the RAND Corporation as a Senior Research Associate. 
A civil-rated pilot, Ben has flown or flown in more than 
forty different types of fighter, attack, and jet trainer 
aircraft with the U.S. Air Force, Navy, and Marine Corps. 
He has also flown with eight foreign air forces, and was 
the first U.S. citizen to fly the Soviet MiG-29 fighter. Ben 
is the author of more than 60 acclaimed works about air 
and space power, including his 2013 book, The Unseen 
War Over Iraq: Allied Air Power and the Takedown of 
Saddam Hussein published by the Naval Institute Press. 

• Lieutenant General Mueller entered the Air Force in 
1979 after receiving his commission from the U.S. Air 
Force Academy. He logged over 3,300 flight hours in 
the F-16, including combat missions flown in Operation 

DESERT STORM. He served as the Director, Operational 
Capabilities Requirements, Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Operations, Plans and Requirements, Headquarters U.S. 
Air Force. He was a commander at the flight, squadron, 
group, wing, and MAJCOM levels. From 2010 to 2012 
he served as Vice Commander, U.S. Air Forces in Europe, 
after which he served as the Inspector General of the Air 
Force until his retirement. Today he works for Lockheed 
Martin as Vice President for Air Force Programs. Fellow 
pilots refer to him as “Maggot.” 

• Lieutenant Colonel Berke began his career as a fighter 
pilot in the F/A-18 in which he flew missions in support 
of Operations SOUTHERN WATCH and ENDURING 
FREEDOM. In 2002 he reported to the Naval Strike 
and Air Warfare Center as an F-18 TOPGUN Instructor 
and F-16A Viper Instructor Pilot. In 2005 he deployed 
to Ramadi, Iraq as a Forward Air Controller. In 2008 he 
became the first Marine to fly the F-22A Raptor, then 
served as F-22 Division Commander for the 422d Test and 
Evaluation Squadron at Nellis Air Force Base. Next he 
became the first USMC F-35B pilot and the commander 
of VF-501 at Eglin Air Force Base. He now serves on the 
Joint Staff.

 
• Major Stolee served as F-15C Chief of Weapons and 

Tactics in the 422d Test and Evaluation Squadron at 
Nellis Air Force Base, Nevada, followed by four years as 
an F-22A Raptor Instructor Pilot with the 433rd Weapons 
Squadron, Air Force Weapons School, also at Nellis. In 
the 433rd, he served as the lead writer for the F-22 tactics 
manual. In 2017, he worked as an Air Force Strategic 
Policy Fellow with the Mitchell Institute for Aerospace 
Studies. Major Stolee is currently assigned to the Office 
of Net Assessment at the Pentagon, which was created in 
1973 to forecast U.S. military capabilities versus those of 
other countries for a period 20 to 30 years into the future.

 
• Doctor Hallion is a retired aerospace analyst and executive 

with the U.S. Air Force where he served in many key 
history-related roles, including Chief Historian of the Air 
Force Flight Test Center from 1982 to 1986 and as the 
Historian of the U.S. Air Force from 1991 until 2002. Dick 
has also conducted research on Science and Technology 
Policy issues for the Institute for Defense Analyses. His 
recent work includes collaborating with Major General 
Curtis M. Bedke and Marc V. Schanz in 2016 to author 
Hypersonic Weapons and US National Security: A 21st 
Century Breakthrough for the Mitchell Institute for 
Aerospace Studies. He is currently a member of the Board 
of Trustees at Florida Polytechnic University. 
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AWARDS
One of the highlights of the spring is the opportunity to recognize ex-
cellence in aviation across the services. Congratulations to all awards 
nominees and especially to those who were selected by their service 

leaders as the best-of-the-best.

United States Army
1LT Matthew Norcia

United States Air Force
Major Shaun A. Hoeltje

United States Marine Corps
Major Travis L. Patterson

United States Coast Guard
LT Paul Johansen

United States Navy
LT Justin Waskey

Exceptional Pilot Awards
Winners are selected by their respective Chiefs of Staff based on ex-

ceptional deeds performed to assure mission success, acts of valor as an 
aviator, or an extraordinary display of courage or leadership in the air in 

support of air operations.
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AWARDS

2016 Brigadier General Carl I. Hutton Memorial Award
Army Aviation Support Facility #2
Wisconsin Army National Guard

A Daedalian trophy and award presented annually to the US Army unit deter-
mined by the Department of the Army to have demonstrated outstanding profes-
sionalism and contributed immeasurably to the advancement of flight safety in 

Army aviation during the award period.
This award is named in honor of Brigadier General Carl I. Hutton, USA, who 
was instrumental in establishing the Army’s first Helicopter Advanced Tactical 

Training Course while Director of the Department of Air Training of the Artillery 
School at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. In 1954, he became the first Commander of the 

Army Aviation School and Commanding General, Fort Rucker, Alabama.

Lieutenant General Harold L. George Civilian Airmanship Award
American Airlines Flight 1179

Captain Michael Chaney
First Officer Carolyn Reisz

A Daedalian trophy and award presented annually to the captain and/crew 
of a United States certified commercial airline that has, in the opinion of the 

Daedalian Awards Committee based on recommendations from, the Airline Pilots 
Association, the Air Transport Association, the Allied Pilots Association and the 
Southwest Pilots Association, demonstrated the most outstanding ability, judg-

ment and/or heroism above and beyond normal operational requirements during 
the preceding calendar year.

Major General Benjamin D. Foulois Memorial Award
Air Mobility Command

A Daedalian trophy and award presented annually to the Air Force 
major air command determined by the Chief of Staff, USAF to 

have achieved the best flying safety record during the award period. 
Major General Oscar Westover, then Chief of the Army Air Corps, 
approved the establishment of this award as the original Daedalian 
Trophy and made the first presentation on 21 September 1938 at an 
informal ceremony held outside the Post Headquarters building at 

March Field, California.

Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe Memorial Trophy
Daedalian Weapons Systems Award

1-10 Attack Reconnaissance Battalion
10th Aviation Regiment

10th CAB, 10th Mountain Division
TASK FORCE DRAGON

Fort Drum, New York

A Daedalian trophy and award presented annually to individuals, groups, or 
organizations (military or civilian) adjudged to have contributed the most 

outstanding weapons system development which operates, in whole or in part, 
in the aerospace environment. The recipients are selected by the individual 
services from nominations submitted by the Department of the Army, the 

Navy, and the Air Force, and the award is made on a rotating basis and in that 
order.

The donor of this trophy, the late Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe, served as Assis-
tant Chief and then Chief of the Armament Laboratory of the Army Air Forces 

Materiel Command at Wright Field, Ohio, from 1939 until his retirement in 
1944.
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AWARDS

United States Air Force Academy
Outstanding Cadet in the Order of Graduation

Award in memory of Lieutenant Generals Millard F. and Hubert R. 
Harmon

Young Y. Wu with Maj Gen Jerry Allen

Daedalian Award
Cadet SCPO Michael Bronder
CDR J. L. Cizek, USN (Ret)

Sasebo, Japan

(Left-Right): Richard Fairelamb (23rd 
Flight DFTS Chairman), Laird Leavoy 
(Les Leavoy Foundation Chairman), 
cadets Joshua Joens, Bradley Reid, Mark 
Castleberry and Ricky Castillo, and 23rd 
Flight Captain Angelo Spelios

JROTC Awards
The Daedalians inspire tomorrow’s military avia-

tors and are proud to sponsor the Daedalian JROTC 
medal representing outstanding citizenship and 

excellence in academics. Each year the Daedalians 
support approximately 1,200 schools with this award 

recognizing cadets across the nation for their out-
standing performance and commitment to service.

David Fey, 7th Flight, 
presentations at Santa Ana 
High School in CA.

4th Flt Lt. Col. Fritz 
McDougall USAF 
(Ret) presented the 
Daedalian JROTC 
Achievement Award 
to Cadet Colonel 
Gabriel Perez of the 
Arlington Career 
Center AFJROTC 
VA-821

4th Flt: Col. Charles P. 
Wilson, USAF (Ret) presents 
theJROTC Achievement 
medal to AF JROTC Cadet 
Caroline Humphreys from 
C.D. Hylton High School, 
Woodbridge, VA

Cadet Caitlin 
Dobbins of Paint 
Valley High School 
received the JROTC 
medal from 9th Flt’s 
Tim Kunzweiler

JROTC Achievement 
Award presented to Oxon 
Hill High School Maryland 
Cadet Paul Romero by 
the unit Senior Aerospace 
Science Instructor and 
Daedalian Lt. Col. Marc 
Branche, USAF, Ret

Naval ROTC
Daedalian Foundation Scholarship

Ensign Jacob Klein
Presented by Maj Larry Gougins, 

USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Scott Stevens (left) and Ken 
Firestone (right) present the DFTX 
and Daedalian Matching Scholar-
ship to UT Naval ROTC, Midship-
man Ryan S. Carr

M/G John Bordelon USAF 
(Ret), presenting the 
JROTC Achievement Award 
to Cadet Dashe Castile, a ju-
nior at Northwest Opelousas 
High School, Opelousas, LA 
(Source: Joe Lodrige, Flt 60)

Brig Gen Duane Lodrige, USAF 
(Ret), Flt 60, presenting the 
JROTC Achievement Award to 
Cadet SSgt Jaylon Jones,a junior 
at Natcitoches Central High 
School, Natchitoches, LA
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Daedalians Tex Hill and Les Leavoy began their distinguished aviation careers during World War II. Hill started as a 
Naval Aviator in 1939 and joined the Flying Tigers in 1941, flying the P-40. He shot down 12 enemy aircraft and when the 
Flying Tigers were disbanded in 1942, he joined the 23rd Fighter Group and flew the P-51. Soon he commanded the group, 
and shot down six more Japanese aircraft. After the war he commanded the 58th Wing, Texas Air National Guard. He flew 
in combat again during the Korean War and eventually was promoted to Brigadier General. Les Leavoy flew the P-47 in 
Europe, providing close air support for General Patton’s 3rd Army in combat that included the Battle of the Bulge. After 
WWII, Les completed Fighter Weapons School and established a remarkable record as commander of five F-100 squadrons. 
He led two of these squadrons in Vietnam, the 416th and 90th Tactical Fighter Squadrons; he first led the 90th at DaNang, 
and after commanding the 416th at Tan Son Nhut, he again took charge of the the 90th at Bien Hoa. He flew 250 combat 
missions in Southeast Asia. After Vietnam, he commanded two F-100 training squadrons at Luke AFB, and he completed his 
career as the Air Force Advisor to the Texas Air National Guard at Kelly AFB. He was current in the F-100 when he retired 
at age 52; he had been assigned to fighter cockpits for his entire Air Force career of 34 years! He flew over 6,500 hours in 
the P-40, P-47, P-51, F-84, F-86, and F-100. Hill and Leavoy were skilled combat aviators and inspiring leaders who served 
the nation courageously from WWII through Korea and Vietnam.

Tex Hill and Les Leavoy have flown west, but they continue to inspire future military aviators, as the eponyms of the 
Daedalian flight instruction program that has given nearly 250 young men and women the thrill of their first solo flight. The 
program was named in honor of Tex Hill when it was founded in 2000. In 2006 honorary Daedalian Laird Leavoy gener-
ously established the Les Leavoy endowment in honor of his father. The Les Leavoy program fully funds six Flight 23 stu-
dents in Dallas-Fort Worth and two Flight 103 flyers at Fort Hood, and has also supported 2nd and 38th Flight students. Tex 
Hill funds are the Daedalian Headquarters contributions to the other participating flights, totaling 50 percent of costs for as 
many as two flyers per flight. Every participating flight shares in the thrill experienced by the soloing students. Flights enjoy 
boasting of their students’ continuing military aviation successes. Granite State Flight counts three Air Force Academy ca-
dets and one AFROTC scholarship winner among their recent flyers. One of the Academy cadets graduated in May and has 
a pilot training slot. Stinsons Flight is proud of a student who won an Air Force ROTC scholarship, served as ROTC cadet 
wing commander, earned his degree and commission, and is now in pilot training. Another Stinsons Flight student became 
a certified flight instructor, recently graduated from officer training school (OTS), and is in pilot training. Similar stories can 
be told by virtually every participating flight.

Generous gifts from Daedalians enable the Hill and Leavoy flight training programs to inspire future military aviators. 
Please consider supporting this exemplary Daedalian success.

Inspiration from Tex Hill and Les Leavoy
Written by: Jerry Allen

Roszak 2017
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The night was very dark, no stars to be seen, no moon, 
no lights on the water, and of course the Vietnamese did not 
turn on lights at night (that would invite an attack). I turned 
off my radios, turned my instrument lights off, and felt as if 
I were floating in some dark alien space. There was some-
thing electric about it. I could feel the tingling through my 
arms down to my hands and into the stick. I knew that it 
would be no ordinary night.

My tale is one about my friend, a gentleman, and a fine 
naval aviator whose life was lost on a night approach to a 27 
Charlie WWII-type carrier in the South China Sea. I almost 
lost my life that same evening.

We were working the noon to midnight shift on the USS 
Hancock, a carrier stationed off the coast of North Vietnam. 
John and I just happened to meet in the wardroom, both of us 
having a late breakfast as we had flown the previous night.

We had become good friends despite the fact that he was 
an “F-8 Crusader Pilot – last of the gunfighters” and I, a 
simple “air-to-mud” pilot flying an A-4! The two of us had 
actually worked out a program where we launched as a team 
– working the countryside as if we were two A-4’s in order to 
entice the MIGs. We thought they would think that they might 
have easier pickings attacking two overloaded A-4s without 
fighter protection. Even t h o u g h  we got a few tentative 
bites, we never got them to engage. But that’s straying from 
the story.

After breakfast while playing a couple of games of Acey-
Deucey, John mentioned that he had a double cycle launch 
for the last cycle this night. I t o l d  him I was on the sched-
ule to be the duty A-4 “pump,” in-flight refueling aircraft, 
and would cover the last launch and recovery. We anticipated 
having some “up close and personal” time during the night.

My first mission was the last daylight launch, which 
meant a night recovery. As the day wore on, the weather 
deteriorated, and my wingman and I were given an addi-
tional role of weather reconnaissance to our bombing mis-
sion. Multiple cloud layers over most of the target area made 
for many mission cancellations. It became a very dark and 
nasty night, indeed.

At 2200 
hrs, I manned 
my A-4 tank-
er and was 
the first air-
craft launched 
for t h e  last 
night cycle. In 
fact, I was the 
only aircraft 
launched as the 
last missions 
were cancelled. 
After rendez-

vousing with the other A-4 “pump,” we checked my refuel-
ing equipment and together covered the “recovery,” Navy 
talk for landing airborne carrier aircraft. He then topped off 
my tanks and after he had safely “recovered,” I headed out 
to the Do Son Peninsula to pick up John and his wingman 
and bring them home.

As I rendezvoused with John and his wingman, they 
needed some fuel to get them back for the approach. The 
wingman was the first to try to refuel. The F-8 is a very hard 
aircraft to air-to-air refuel in DAYLIGHT conditions. Refu-
eling with the small A-4 at night is almost impossible. It is 
as challenging as trying to park a Ford Expedition in your 
grandma’s single-car garage with your eyes closed! The 
less-than-ordinary evening continued with John’s wingman 
sliding under my right wing and pulling up, almost resulting 
in a mid-air engagement of the “wrong” kind. After a couple 
of tries, both of them were refueled and they flew off my 
wing back to the carrier.

As we approached the carrier, I dropped the wingman off 
at about 6 miles and John and I continued on to the 2-mile 
fix where he “called the ball.” (Ball is slang for the orange 
light indicating the proper glide slope generated by a Fresnel 
lens on the ship), I slid to John’s left so I wouldn’t interfere 
with his approach but where I would be in a position for him 
to come up for a  quick drink if he happened to “bolster” 
(miss the landing). It had already been a long day for John 

Night Tragedy
written by Ken Adams (submitted by Bill Rial, Flight 102)

Ken “Mule” Adams next to the A-4 he flew in Vietnam

F-8 Crusader flies above an aircraft carrier. (Source: 
AFWing.com)
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and he didn’t like having to make night carrier landings in 
the F-8. John bolstered! He stated he didn’t need a “drink” 
so I made a hard left turn to get back in position to cover the 
wingman’s approach.

The wingman fared no better but he needed a “drink” 
and, as he hooked up, I turned us downwind so that I would 
be in position to cover John’s next approach while getting 
the wingman in position for his approach. “Full-service 
tankers,” us A-4 jocks!

As the wingman finished refueling, I made another hard 
left turn, put the nose down, and added power so I could 
catch up to John who was now about a  mile out. As John 
approached the ramp, I was slightly behind him on his left 
side looking at his aircraft when he suddenly exploded into 
this large fireball sliding down the deck. John had hit the 
ramp, the end of the flight deck. As his aircraft slid down the 
deck in flames, the engine and cockpit broke loose sliding 
over the side into the water, the remnants in flames on t h e 
flight deck.

The ship then became a beehive of frantic activity, flash-
lights sent over the side to light the spot on the water, fire-
fighting crews fighting the fire, “pri-fly” (control tower) ask-
ing for fuel status and informing the wingman and myself 
that our signal was now “bingo Chu Lia” (to land in South 
Vietnam).

One slight problem…there was not enough fuel for both 
the wingman and me to “bingo Chu Lia.” Calls were made 
to the USS Constellation, the “Connie” as we knew her, to 
see if they could do an emergency pull forward to recover 
us. They could, but it would be about 45 to 60 minutes, and 
that would be too long. There was only one solution: I was 
to fill up the F-8 wingman, he would fly to Chu Lia, and I 
would climb to altitude, hold, and see if they could get me a 
“clear deck” before I ran out of fuel.

As I climbed to altitude I wasn’t sure what I felt. I had 
just seen a good friend and good aviator die. Stunned for 
sure, thinking of John as I had known him - lively, caring - 
yet I could not spare time to reflect as I would have liked. I 
was now facing an approach with minimum fuel.

Through the clouds below I could see activity on the 
flight deck. The firefighting crews and the flight deck crews 
knew I was up there and that my life might depend on their 
ability to get the deck clear as soon as possible. Time was 
moving forward and my fuel gauge was reading lower and 
lower. Finally, the call! “Old Salt 1, Charlie.” (The ship is 
now ready for you to come in for a landing).

My fuel gauge was now reading “0” so I had the power 
back as I circled down. In my mind, the aim point for the ap-
proach was about a ½ to 1 mile astern the ship at an altitude 
of 150 – 300 ft. The closer to the ship, the lower I  needed 
to be, but I had to arrest the descent without adding power. 
Fuel was critical, and power uses fuel. Down with the gear, 
down with the hook, and I was ready to “call the ball.” I had 
been sucking down the oxygen and my throat was dry. All I 
could say was “Salt 1, fuel zero.”

I knew the LSO (Landing Signal Officer) from his voice, 
and it was calming t o  hear, “Got you, Mule, left for line 

up.” Just as I thought I had it made, the ship started to disap-
pear! At first it was just the bow, then the island, then the 
ball. I guess I cried out something like “I lost the ship” but 
that calming voice came back saying, “I got your lights, 
Mule, keep it coming.” I checked my instruments, I felt the 
“bubble” (the disturbed air caused by the ship’s tower), and 
added power (I thought).

I heard the call of “power,” then the radio quit. I looked 
out and saw the ball dropping, turning red, the wave off lights 
began flashing, and I began to t h i n k  how quiet it was, no 
engine noise, when I slammed into the deck.

I had never hit that hard in my life, and as the airplane 
rocked forward, bouncing, I really didn’t comprehend what 
was happening. Then the hook caught and I slammed for-
ward into my harness. That slam had never felt so g o o d , 
as it meant I was home. As I stopped, the white deck lights 
came on, and all I could see were shipmates cramming every 
lookout spot watching for my arrival. Men ran up to the air-
craft. My plane captain opened the canopy and was yelling 
at the top of his lungs. I think they were all happy we didn’t 
lose “another one” that night. So was I!

The LSO and I walked to the edge of the flight deck and 
sat there looking at t h e  night sea. I’ve always enjoyed the 
calming effect of the ship moving through the water, the lu-
minescence of the water at night as it curls away from the 
ship, the sound of the water slapping against the hull. We 
both needed that calming. He had never “lost one” before 
and had never “waved” o n e  that had flamed out. He need-
ed as much calming as I did.

As we talked I found out why the ship disappeared. The 
ship was streaming black smoke from the boilers. When 
the ship went to full emergency stop to l o o k  for John, the 
nozzles of the oil burners coked over, so when they had to 
g o  full steam ahead to get 30kts wind over the deck, the 
coke burned off leaving a heavy smoke trail. Since it was 
night, I couldn’t see the smoke trail and, of course, even if I 
had known it was there, I would have had to fly through it 
to land, anyway.

John was a very good pilot. From my experience, though, 
you can’t just be g o o d  … you also have to be lucky. Today, 
I still ponder what it is that makes o n e  lucky. Certainly 
John was a good person, well liked, and respected. It wasn’t 
enough. I have no idea why I was the lucky one or why luck 
has been with me through some other close calls. I can only 
say: I am 
VERY lucky 
… and 
VERY thank-
ful! 
(Source: Bill 
Rial, Flight 
102)

A-4 with tailhook ready for landing on the carrier. (Source: 
www.pinterest.com)
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The following article originally appeared in The Columbus 
Dispatch, Vol 130, No 329 on May 28 (Memorial Day) 2001.
*A clarification was published after the original article was 
published: CLARIFICATION: Wiliam Crooks is not currently 
the only remaining World War I-era pilot. It is believed he is the 
only one living in Ohio.

By Paul Souhrada
Dispatch Staff Reporter

Mount Vernon, Ohio—The Web page lamenting the loss of the 
last World War I-era pilot was wrong.

Dave Pearson knew it because he had just left the pilot’s house.
In fact, the only reason Pearson was surfing the Internet was to 

locate a picture of the Curtiss “Jenny” airplane that his neighbor, 
William Crooks, had mentioned while reminiscing about his days 
in the fledgling U.S. Army Air Corps.

Crooks, 107, learned to fly in the Jenny, a two-man biplane with 
a top speed of 75 mph and a ceiling of 11,000 feet. And as best 
as anyone can tell, he is the last remaining World War I-era pilot.

Though he’s happy to share his story with strangers, in a recent 
interview at his Civil War-era home in Mount Vernon, he brushed 
off questions about his singular accomplishment: “It just means 
the rest of them died off.”

There was a German pilot who died a year or so ago, recalled 
James Blanchard, one of the amateur historians who operate the 
ww1fighters.com Web site that Pearson stumbled across. A British 
pilot died around the same time.

“As far as we can tell, he’s the last,” said Blanchard, who 
flew from Connecticut in November to interview Crooks. The 
videotape of that conversation is now one of the most popular 
features on the Web site, he said.

“I thought it was a real rare opportunity,” Blanchard said of his 
visit. “It definitely gives you a different view than you can get 
from reading technical books.”

The Ohio Veterans Office has lost track of the number of 
veterans from the war still living in the state. There probably are 
no more than 70 or 75, said Jackie Starr, acting quartermaster of 
the World War I office. There weren’t that many pilots to begin 
with.

When Crooks left his family 
farm in Missouri and enlisted 
in May 1917, the month after 
the U.S. entered the conflict, 
the Air Corps didn’t exist. It 
later evolved out of the Signal 
Corps, short on planes, short on 
mechanics and short on pilots.

“I knew we had to go if we 
wanted to be a free country,” 
said Crooks, who will again 
be featured in Mount Vernon’s 
Memorial Day parade today 

at 10:30 a.m. 
“There wasn’t any 
hesitation on my 
part.”

It also seemed 
like a good way 
to achieve his 
dream of flying—a 
dream that began 
the day his father 
read him an article 
in the St. Louis 
Globe-Democrat 
about two Dayton 
bicycle mechanics 
in Kitty Hawk, 
N.C.

A brief taste of 
infantry training 
was all the 
incentive Crooks 
needed to take 
pilot school seriously. While many in his training class wanted to 
fly the smaller, quicker fighters, Crooks set his signs on becoming 
a night bomber pilot.

“When I got those silver wings, it was probably the proudest 
day in my life,” he said.

The Americans didn’t have a bomber in those days, he said. He 
likely would have flown one of the big British or Italian tri-planes.

He never got the chance.
Crooks was still going through training at Ellington Field in 

Houston when the armistice was signed on Nov 11, 1918.
“It’s a good thing the Germans accepted the armistice,” he 

boasted. By then, the Air Corps had 19,000 men ready to head to 
the Western Front for the spring offensive in 1919.

Though bombing technology was in its infancy during the war, 
it was effective, Blanchard said. Usually used against enemy 
airfields, bombing runs also were an effective psychological 
weapon against nearby civilians.

Crooks says he doesn’t mind having missed combat action. He 
was as pleased as anyone about the war’s end.

“You couldn’t see the nation any happier than when they 
declared the armistice,” he said.

Crooks enrolled at the University of Missouri and set about 
learning to be a mechanical engineer.

He moved to Mount Vernon, about 40 miles northeast of 
Columbus, in 1951 and worked for what is now Rolls-Royce. 
He’s proud of the 30 patents he obtained for the company in 15 
years. A plaque on his wall commemorates his work on the first 
anti-ballistic missile system for the National Academy of Science 
in the mid-1960s after his retirement.

Business meant a lot of trips on commercial airlines over the 

Last Man Standing107 World War I Aviator Now Goes Solo*
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years, but he never piloted a plane after leaving the Army. The 
hobby was too expensive, he said.

These days, his eyesight all but gone and his hearing fading, 
Crooks spends a lot of time listening to the radio, said daughter 
Carmen Rothchild. Baseball and football games are his favorite. 
If he doesn’t have anything better to do, he takes a nap.

“When you’re that age, it’s important to conserve your energy,” 
she said.

Crooks’ napping didn’t always sit well with her mother, 
though—particularly in church, Rothchild recalled.

“He got poked in the ribs a lot.”
He doesn’t get out much anymore. Two broken hips have slowed 

him down.
“Two, three years ago, he was still mowing his own grass and 

raking leaves,” Pearson said, marveling at the memory.
Recently, Pearson drove him to the local high school to share his 

past with a history class.

REUNIONS

US Leary DD 879

22-26 October 2017

Branson, MO

POC: Al Redden

308-530-1284 or alshr@allophone.com

12 TFW / 389 TFS / 480 TFS / 555 TFS / 12 FEW/SFW
MacDill AFB, FL; Cam Ranh AF; Phu Cat AB; Da Nang, Vietnam; Bergstrom AFB, TX; Korea

4-7 April 2018
Tucson, AZ

POC: E J Sherwood
480-396-4681 or EJ12TFW@cox.net

AF Officer Candidate School Reunion
Classes 1943-63
5-9 October 2017

Seattle, WA
POC: Dave Mason

757-820-3740 or blokemason@verizon.net

86th Fighter Bomber Group WWII Assn.

11-15 October 2017

Fort Walton Beach, FL

POC: Dallas Lowe

850-319-3047 or fighterbomberpilot@yahoo.com

To have a reunion published in the flyer, send all applicable details including POC name and phone number to com-
munications@daedalians.org no later than two quarters ahead of the event.

“They weren’t rude, anyhow,” Crooks recalled of the visit. 
“They asked a lot of good questions.”

For some questions about World War I, there is no one else to 
ask.

NOTE: William Crooks died on 19 Feb 2003 at the age of 109

Reprinted with permission from The Columbus Dispatch Archive & 
Collections Department for this publication only. 
Special thanks to Ms. Linda Deitch, Archive and Collections Manager, 
The Columbus Dispatch Library, for her assitance obtaining permission 
to publish this article.

The most beautiful dream that has haunted 
the heart of man since Icarus is today reality.

         — Louis Bleriot
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We all know the line about concert pianists…“How 
do you get to Carnegie Hall? PRACTICE, PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE!” And then of course there is that “Sixties” 
Beatles song that says: “I GET BY WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM MY FRIENDS.” And finally there is that understated, 
counter-isolationist appeal to Americans in the WWII film 
“Casablanca” where Ilsa asks Sam to “Play it again…Sing 
it Sam” and Sam sings: “You must remember this: a kiss 
is just a kiss; a sigh is just a sigh. THE FUNDAMENTAL 
THINGS APPLY, AS TIME GOES BY.”

Well, that’s how you do it: you get a little help from 
your parents, friends, teachers, leaders and mentors. You 
constantly apply the fundamentals. And you practice, 
practice, practice. Simple. The next thing you know, you are 
an Air Force, Army, Navy or Marine Corps officer, leader 
and aviator! This is a story about one Air Force ROTC 
Cadet, Elizabeth Pennell, hailing from a middle-American 
family outside of Lewistown, Montana, a small farming and 
ranching community in the eastern Rockies on the “high, 
wide and handsome” plains, an area rich in grass, timber, 
water, trout, deer, antelope, elk, bear and great Americans. 
But if you are not tough enough to deliver calves in a late 
blizzard at -10 degrees, forget trying to live there.

Cadet Ellie Pennell, Wing Commander Fall Semester 
2016 for Detachment 450, US AFROTC at Montana State 
University Bozeman, MT was born and raised in a tight-
knit family of two parents, Gray and Diane Pennell, and 4 
siblings, Miles, Victoria, Britt and the youngest, Ellie. All the 
children were home-schooled, principally by Mom Diane, 
from pre-school age to graduation certification from high 
school. All have attended various colleges and universities 
with degrees in computer science, an MBA in finance, 
nursing, nurse practitioner, and civil engineering. Miles 
and Victoria are now working as Christian missionaries 
with “Circuit Riders” in Southern California. Britt is now 
a Christian Missionary in Katmandu, Nepal with “Iris 
Global.”

Elizabeth was 
steeped in deep 
respect for her 
Father’s Naval 
ROTC academic 
excellence at 
University of 
C a l i f o r n i a , 
B e r k e l e y , 
her Mom’s 
excellence at 

UC Berkeley, their 9-year 
naval military service and 
their Christian commitment. 
Though four times removed 
from being the “first 
born” (hence statistically 
the unlikeliest to become 
a military pilot) by age 
16, Ellie began shaping 
her dream to become an 
Air Force jet pilot by 
successfully competing 
against traditional high 
school scholars for one of the 
few Detachment #450 AFROTC full academic scholarships 
at Montana State University. She overcame all odds and 
was selected. 

Once in place, her academic drive has been relentless and 
her AFROTC leadership and physical fitness focus virtually 
flawless. All that, plus she possesses a fearless work ethic 
as a waitress and as a physics tutor, has a great personality 
and a delightfully easy sense of humor as well. By the time 
she completed her summer USAF Field Training in 2015, 
graduating as a “Superior Performer” (what else would 
you expect?) she was brought to the attention of the “Joe 
Foss” Flight #121 Daedalians’ Scholarship Committee by 
MSU Professor of Aerospace Studies and Detachment 450 
Commander, Lt Col David Weide, USAF. Considering 
Cadet Pennell’s academic grades in computer science and 
mathematics (current GPA of 3.94), her T-BAS and AFROTC 
test scores , her 100% physical fitness assessments, and 
her leadership performance, Flight #121 awarded Ellie a 
“Gallatin Skyhawk Scholarship Foundation” private pilot’s 
license flight scholarship in March, 2016, valued at over 
$11,300.

Cadet Pennell started her flight and ground school 
training in May of 2016. According to her flight instructors 
in Summit Aviation at Yellowstone-Gallatin International 
Airport, Ellie took to flight training: like a duck to water…an 
osprey to fishing…a golden eagle to thermals. Her primary 
instructor, Peter Owenhouse, said: “What a great student! 
She has a natural feel for the aircraft and flying! She was 
always prepared, with that rare capability to effortlessly 
integrate ground studies into airborne activities. When it 
came time for FAA certification, she was right on track and 
totally ready. Her oral and flight certification check  
was completed with flying colors!” 

Of course the REAL test came when she asked her 

How do you Become an Air Force Pilot?
written by: Col Eric Hastings, USMC (Ret), Flt 121 Captain

Cadet Ellie Pennell and her mom, Diane, are all 
smiles!

Ellie experiencing the thrill of flying.
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older brother Britt and her Mom Diane to go fly with her 
in the side-by-side Diamond 20 “glass cockpit” airplane. 
Justifiably, there was NO hesitation. Check out the proof in 
the “selfies” Mom Diane and Brother Britt took when they 
dared to sortie forth with Ellie. Sheer joy!

Notwithstanding her singularly effective flight training, 
Cadet Pennell easily qualified for an additional Flight #121 
and Daedalian Foundation 2016-2017 Academic Matching 
Scholarship of $2,500 to ensure her ability to meet all 
academic and living expenses while leading the Cadet Wing 
and excelling in her major studies…with a little time carved 
out for swing dancing, hockey, cooking, baking, intra-mural 
volleyball and punishing workouts. When she graduates, 
she will not owe one thin dime…deservedly so.

With 60.2 hours of flight time in the Diamond 20, both 
steam-guage and glass cockpit, Cadet Pennell’s academic, 
physical, moral, leadership qualifications all combined to 
give her a highly competitive PCSM score resulting in pilot 
selection during the most recent US-wide Air Force Pilot 
Categorization Board. She has been recommended for the 
highly competitive Euro/NATO Joint Jet Pilot Training 
track; and upon graduation with a degree in computer 
science and a mathematics minor in December 2017, she 
will be commissioned and report for flight training. 

Ever since 2002, “Joe Foss” Flight #121 through the 
instrument of “Gallatin Skyhawk Scholarship Foundation” 
has been helping to create multiple USAF and USMC 
pilots through its unique private pilots license-level flight 
scholarships. The extra flight time and FAA pilot certification 
have boosted both cadet eagerness and confidence levels as 
well as competitive pilot selection rates when compared 
with average AFROTC graduates with no or minimal flight 
time. Lt Col Weide, Det #450 Commander writes about 
Flight #121: “…our cadets and our cadre learn a lot from 
you and gain a lot of support from you. Your financial 
support providing pilot training really makes it possible for 
our cadets to compete at the national level for the relatively 
few pilot slots the USAF has each year for AFROTC cadets 
– without a doubt, getting flight time and earning a private 
pilot’s license is the greatest factor contributing to their 
s e l e c t i o n . 
We love to 
fellowship 
with you 
and learn 
from those 
who blazed 
the military 
a v i a t i o n 
trail. We 
are truly 
blessed to 
have your 

leadership, mentorship and fellowship in the effort to 
develop the next generation of Air Force officers and future 
military aviators.”

So there you have it. It is as simple as: “Practice! Practice! 
Practice!” Said another way: “You must remember this…the 
fundamental things apply, as time goes by!” Or as we say in 
Naval Aviation to get aboard the carrier: “Meatball! Lineup! 
Angle of Attack! Meatball! Lineup! Angle of Attack!” And 

oh yes, you can’t do it by yourself. 
Now, look back at those photographs of Cadet Elizabeth 

Pennell experiencing her private pilot training, and recall 
the joy you first felt when you took the controls, wiped out 
the cockpit, centered the stick, shoved the prop, the mixture, 
the throttle and the stick full forward, released the brakes, 
eased in the rudder and accelerated down the centerline, 
lightly lifting man/woman and machine into the air. Bring a 
smile to your lips? Stand by, U.S. Air Force. You are about 
to receive one of Montana’s, Montana State University’s 
and AFROTC Detachment #450’s best. You won’t find one 
any better anywhere. 

HQ Note: For additional information on matching 
scholarships or the Daedalian Flying Training Scholarship 
program, contact us at 210-945-2111 or visit our website.

Ellie’s brother, Brett, getting in on the action.

That smile and look of confidence tell all. She’s definitely ready to tackle the 
next challenge at ENJJPT. 
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24th (Maj Gen Frank A. Nichols) Flight
El Paso, TX

In February 2017, 
Lt Col Miles A. Crow-
ell, USAF (Ret) and 
a Daedalian Life 
Member, presented a 
comprehensive slide 
briefing on the T-38 
Aircraft Maintenance 
Program (AMP). Lt 
Col Crowell is the 
Program Manager/
Director of Mainte-
nance, T-38 AMP and 
is stationed at Hollo-
man AFB, NM. He 
graduated from the 
Air Force Academy in 
1981. He is a master 
parachutist and a com-
mand pilot with more than 4,400 hours in the T-38, F-111, F-15E 
and T-1 aircraft. He retired from the Air Force with over 25 years 
of service. 

Lt Col Crowell began his briefing by saying that his first as-
signment was as a T-38 instructor pilot. After Operation DES-
ERT STORM, aircraft maintenance was returned to the flying 
squadrons affording commanders an opportunity to deal with 
maintenance and contractors. His T-38 maintenance program at 
Holloman AFB includes supporting operations at White Sands 
Missile Range, the German Air Force and NASA operations in 
El Paso, Texas. It also provides T-38 maintenance for proficiency 
flying for U-2 pilots and the F-22 adversary program because the 
T-38 is much less expensive to fly than both the U-2 and F-22. 
He added that when the F-117s departed Holloman AFB several 
years ago, the T-38s were going to leave as well. However, the 
U-2 support extended the T-38 program.

Lt Col Crowell believes that the T-38 program should be 
around until 2029. Although the U-2 probably won’t be around 
that long, the T-38 will likely provide proficiency flying for B-2 
pilots through 2029. Following his briefing, Lt Col Crowell an-
swered several questions and accepted an invitation to become a 
member of the 24th Flight.

During the meeting, members of the 24th Flight enthusiasti-
cally welcomed Col Mariano C. Campos, Jr., USAF (Ret) to his 
first meeting as a member and greeted CDR Jerry Wells, USN 
(Ret), a potential Daedalian and member of the 24th Flight.

(Source: Kathleen Arrufat)

Flightline

In January Stinsons Flight gathered for the first meeting of 2017 
at the Parr Club on Randolph AFB. Former National Commander 
Tommie Thomson, Lieutenant General, USAF (Ret), told a 
humorous and meaningful story about his first day in an operational 
fighter squadron and then installed Flight Captain Howard Ham 
and Vice Flight Captain Steve Rakel. Our speaker was Lieutenant 

Colonel Steve 
D’Amico, USAFR, 
Commander, 415th 
Test Flight, Randolph 
AFB. Lt Col D’Amico 
gave a fascinating 
presentation on T-38 
depot maintenance and 
acceptance check flights 
performed at Randolph. 
He showed photos 
that demonstrated the 
thoroughness of the 
overhauls given the 
T-38, which was first flown by pilot training students in the early 
1960s. The work performed at Randolph will extend the life of the 
aircraft into the mid-2030s. Lt Col D’Amico also made clear the 
successful teamwork of the active, reserve, and civilian workforce 
to extend the airworthiness of the T-38.

On March 2, the flight gathered at Fort Sam Houston, on the spot 
where Lt Benjamin 
Foulois made the first 
flight by an American 
military pilot in a 
military aircraft from 
a military installation. 
Foulois had orders to 
go to San Antonio, to 
assemble Signal Corps 
Aircraft Number One, 
and “teach yourself to 
fly.” He had flown with 
the Wright brothers 
previously but had 
never made a landing 

when he launched solo from 
the parade ground at Fort 
Sam on March 2, 1910. He 
landed successfully and went 
on to a distinguished career 
as a military aviation pioneer. 
He eventually served as 
Chief of the Air Corps from 
1931 to 1935. Stinsons 
Flight member Colonel 
(Ret) Jim Humphries gave 
an excellent presentation on 
the remarkable achievements 

of General Foulois. Welcoming remarks were made by Flight 
Captain Howard Ham and USAF Brigadier General Heather 
Pringle, Commander of Joint Base San Antonio. Colonel (Ret) 
Stewart Wyland, Army Aviation Association of America, gave 
the invocation. The AFJROTC Cadet Chorale from Floresville 
High School, directed by Vice Flight Captain Steve Rakel, sang 
impressive renditions of the National Anthem, Taps, and High 
Flight. A crowd of 150 was present to enjoy this outstanding 
Stinsons Flight event. 

At our March 28th meeting Gary Walston gave an excellent 
presentation on Stinsons Flight DFTS results and plans for the 
coming year. He told the stories of several DFTS graduates who 
have gone on to the Air Force Academy or ROTC, and pilot 
training slots. He introduced UTSA Army ROTC Cadet Nathanial 
Ralph, who graduated in May and then report to Fort Rucker 
for helicopter training. Nathanial completed DFTS last summer, 

Flight Captain Roger Nichols and speaker and 
newest Flight member Lt Col Miles A Crowell.

Stinsons Flight members (L-R): Howard Ham, 
new flight captain; Dale Hollrah; Ed Sheeran; 
Bruce Smith; and Rocco DeFelice.

Floresville High School AFJROTC cadets stand 
at attention proudly holding service flags while 
Brig Gen Heather Pringle addresses the audience.

Brig Gen Pringle and Col Stewart 
Wyland, USAF (Ret) place a wreath at 
the Foulois Memorial.

2nd (Stinsons) Flight
Randolph AFB, TX
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8th (Kitty Hawk) Flight
Goldsboro, NC

Greetings, fellow Daedalians. Kitty Hawk Flight is experiencing 
new enthusiasm because of the recent change in membership cri-
teria and because of supportive leadership in both the 4th Fighter 
Wing and the 916th Air Refueling Wing. We have recently gained 
four new members and have several others who have expressed 
interest in joining our organization. February’s meeting was high-
lighted by a talk from the 916th ARW Operations Group Com-
mander, Col Doug Stouffer, who is the POC for the beddown of the 

new KC-
46A “Pega-
sus” tanker. 
Doug gave 
a fine pro-
gram on all 
the prepa-
rations and 
details of 
the bed-
down, plus 
an in-depth 
description 
of the new 

FLIGHTLINE

along with five 
other young men 
and women from 
the San Antonio 
area. Gary 
explained to the 
audience that in the 
coming summer 
the flight will 
train four students 
to fly powered 
aircraft, and two 
to fly gliders in 
a test program to 
determine if we can 

obtain the desired results at lower cost. Gary defined the desired 
results as a big post-solo smile and strong inspiration to be a 
military aviator. Stinsons Flight is grateful for the efforts of Gary, 
Ed Sheeran, Steve Polk, John Larrison, Charlie Baumann, Stump 
Sowada, and several others, who make Stinsons Flight DFTS a 
big success.

The speaker at our April meeting was Navy Captain Bennie 
Sanchez, chief of plans and requirements for the Chief of Naval 
Air Training at Naval Air Station Corpus Christi. Captain Sanchez 
explained that the Navy trains 900 new pilots and 250 Naval Flight 
Officers each year. These numbers are roughly equivalent to Air 
Force production. The issues faced by the Navy aviation training 
community are similar to the Air Force’s: aging fleets of aircraft, 
the need for enhanced training platforms to ease the transition to 
fourth and fifth generation weapons systems, growing reliance 
on virtual training systems, and the lack of funds for needed 
acquisitions. Our members are grateful to Captain Sanchez for an 
informative presentation.

 (Source: Jerry Allen)

Gary Walston receives a gift from flight captain 
Howard Ham.

tanker. 
At our March meeting, Vice Captain Jim Clough inducted three 

of the four new members, Maj Bruce Gates, Maj Tim Anderson 
and Mr. David McGowan. David was also the guest speaker. He 
was an Army FAC, flying O-1 “Bird Dogs” in the Mekong delta 
and wrote a book called “Delta Shotgun.” (Source: Bill Allgaier)

8th Flight members with Col and Mrs. Stouffer (back row) Is 
that a future military aviator and Daedalian on the right?

Guest speaker David Gowan.

Vice flight captain Jim Clough 
presents the Kitty Hawk tie to 
guest speaker Col Stouffer.

7th (Harold L. George) Flight
Hawthorne, CA

Daedalians 
Flight 7, di-
rected by LtCol 
Jacque John-
son, presented 
56 medals to 
JROTC units in 
Los Angeles and 
Orange Coun-
ty. Pictured is 
Daedalian Da-
vid Fey with 
Cadet Gomez, 
Class of 2019, 
at the May 17, 

2017 presentation at the Santa Ana High School Navy JROTC 
unit commanded by CDR Tom Osseck, USN (Ret). Tom took the 
job as a one year transition and has been there for 17 years. He is 
a USNA grad and P-3 pilot. There are about 120 midshipmen in 
the unit. The demographic is Hispanic and Tom's program offers 
a good citizenship and responsibility for your actions curriculum. 

W(Source: David Fey)

Flight 7 Director, David Fey, and Naval ROTC Cadet 
Gomez
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Col Charley Hale, USAF (Ret) (above center) presented an Or-
der of Daedalians plaque to US Army Maj Joe Dominguez (Poly 
HS senior USA instructor) (above left) and on the right, USA Poly 
HS instructor, Sergeant Major Paul Heredia. Col Hale present-
ed the plaque as a very special acknowledgement to recognize 
Riverside Poly High School’s JROTC program of “100 years of 
teaching leadership, confidence, and an understanding of personal 
discipline required in life or a military career in the service of the 
United States of America.”

At the January 2017 luncheon, Flight 30 awarded two $3,000 
scholarships to Cadet Alexander Botello, junior, Cal Poly Pomo-
na, AFROTC Det 60, University of Southern California; and Ca-
det Yin Wong, junior, Cal Poly Pomona, AFROTC Det 02, Cali-
fornia State University San Bernardino. (Source: William Heitmeier)

15th (Minuteman) Flight
Belmont, MA

30th (Hap Arnold) Flight
Riverside, CA

L-R: Capt Dan Han, AFROTC Det 2 Asst Professor of Aerospace 
Studies; Lt Col Keith Vanderhoeven, AFROTC Det 02, Professor of 
Aerospace Studies; Cadet Yik Hin Wong, Cadet Alexander Botello; Lt 
Col Olivia Nelson, AFROTC Det 60, Professor of Aerospace Studies.

This past year has produced some excellent JROTC, 
scholarship, and DFTS awardees for Flight 15. Our JROTC 
program recognized exceptional high school cadets at 18 
schools in the eastern Massachusetts area. The flight’s matching 
scholarship program, dedicated and named for our late member 
and WW II ace (21 ½ kills), Col Fred Christensen, recognized the 
son of a Flight 56 member at MIT. Our Daedalian Flight Training 
Scholarship awardee, Logan Nadeau, soloed at Hanscom AFB 
last summer and was selected for pilot training by the AFROTC 

rated board this spring.
Flight 15 members presented 

Daedalian medals at 18 high 
schools in eastern Massachusetts 
this past year. In addition to the 
medal, the Flight presented what 
we believe to be one of the most 
inspiring stories we could pass 
on to the generations following 
us—General Jimmy Doolittle’s 
autobiography, I Could Never Be 
So Lucky Again.

The award winners were from all 
the service’s JROTC detachments, 
and again were outstanding young 
men and women. Representative 
of the 16 recipients was AFJROTC 
Cadet Captain Olaris Bacet Castro 
from Burncoat High School in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. She was 
selected because of her academic 
performance, dedication, and continuing interest in serving in the 
US armed forces. She is on the Color Guard and currently plans 
on enlisting in the US Marine Corps upon graduation.

We had a number of highly qualified ROTC cadets from 
New England colleges and universities competing for Flight 
15’s Christensen Scholarship. We selected AFROTC cadet 
John Graham, who was entering his fifth year of study at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. John is in the mechanical 
engineering program and carries a GPA of 4.8 out of 5.0. He has 
been admitted to the Graduate Aero/Astro program at MIT and 
plans to return for graduate degrees when his Air Force career 
allows. He also believes that hypersonics and space operations will 

be key to power and 
influence in the 
near future—
which is probably 
the source of his 
desire to become an 
astronaut. John is 
most recently from 
California, and is 
well acquainted 
with the Air Force 
as his father is a 
retired colonel 
in Flight 56. He 
is current in the 
Cessna 152, and has 

been selected for Undergraduate Pilot Training upon graduation.
Flight 15 had high interest in the DFTS program this past year, 

and we would have been able to solo more very promising cadets 
if we had the funds. We are fortunate to have the very capable 
Aero Club at Hanscom AFB as a ready and local resource—and 
we have a number of our members who are certified and available 
as flight instructors. We concentrate on ROTC sophomores as 
we believe that pilot time enhances an ROTC cadet’s chances of 
being selected for a rated billet. 

We selected AFROTC cadet Logan Nadeau, a sophomore 
at U- Mass Lowell, for this past year’s program. Logan majors 
in mathematics and carries a GPA of 3.96. He graduated from 
Lowell High School where he was in the National Honor Society 
and got an Advanced Placement Scholar award. He had no flying 
experience when he started the DFTS program last summer. 

Flight 15’s Carl Boyer, USAFR 
(Ret), presents the JROTC medal 
and Doolittle autobiography to 
Burncoat High School JROTC 
Cadet Olaris Bacet Castro.

LtCol (Sel) Karen Dillard, Commander at MIT’s 
AFROTC Detachment, and Flight 15’s Lt Gen Tad 
Oelstrom,USAF (Ret) present Flight 15’s Chris-
tensen scholarship to AFROTC cadet John Graham
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27th (Sierra) Flight
Sacramento, CA

Sierra flight was hon-
ored to have Placer Coun-
ty, California Bailiff Mike 
Thompson speak to us at 
our April Meeting. Mike 
was one of those responsi-
ble for creating the Placer 
County air unit. The Air 
Unit handles search and 
rescue and deputy support 
from Sacramento to Lake 
Tahoe at the Nevada bor-
der. 

Mike's aviation career 
began as an avionics tech-
nician on Wild Weasels in Thailand. 
Here Mike (left) is presented with a 
coveted Dick Stultz (Sierra Flight Vice-
Flight Captain) personalized plate by 
Flight Captain Frasier Fortner (right). 
(Source: Kurt Raffetto)

82d (Willie) Flight
Chandler, AZ

Willie Flight 82 meets monthly at Dobson’s Restaurant in 
Mesa, AZ. On March 9, our guest speaker was Col Tom Kirk, 
USAF (Ret), who flew F-105s during the Vietnam War. On his 
65th mission, while leading the largest fighter-bomber raid of the 
Vietnam War on 28 Oct 
1967, Col Kirk’s F-105 
was hit by anti-aircraft 
fire over Hanoi, North 
Vietnam. With his ship 
engulfed in flames, he 
was forced to para-
chute from the plane. 
Upon landing, he was 
captured immediately, 
and spent five and a 
half years as a Prisoner 
of War at the infamous 
“Hanoi Hilton” prison 
camp. He was released 
after the war’s end in 
March 1973.

Col Kirk served 28 years as an Air Force Fighter Pilot before his 
retirement in 1978. He is a veteran of both the Korean and Viet-
nam conflicts. During his military career, he served worldwide, 
commanded a fighter squadron in the Vietnam War, commanded 
a Pilot Training Wing in Alabama, served as Deputy Commander 
of the Lowry Technical Training Center, Denver, CO, and was 
Vice Commander of Special Forces at US European Command 
in Stuttgart, Germany, prior to retirement. Following retirement 
from the Air Force in 1978, Tom made his home in Italy, where he 

became a certified fi-
nancial planner, do-
ing business with the 
military, State De-
partment, and Civil 
Service employees 
in Europe.

Col Kirk’s talk 
focused on how 
they flew the very 
dangerous bombing 
missions into the 
Hanoi area through 
an amazing amount 

of air defense threats. His presentation gave real insight into the 
F-105 mission and what the mission into North Vietnam required. 
His description of the ground fire, and what each pilot endured 
during the dive bombing runs was riveting. He also provided 
some vivid descriptions of life in the POW camp. His outstand-
ing presentation was ex-
tremely interesting and 
was enjoyed by all!

April’s guest speakers 
were two Border Patrol 
Agents, Tom Donegan 
and James Gonzalez 
from the Casa Grande 
Border Patrol Station. 
This station is part of 
the Border Patrol’s Tuc-
son Sector that covers a 

Logan’s instructor was our own David Noones, who has done 
excellent work making capable pilots out of young people in 
short time periods. He did the same with Logan, who soloed very 
quickly. Our confidence in Logan was well-placed, as he was 
selected for Undergraduate Pilot Training by the AFROTC Board 
this past February. (Source: Eric Nelson)

Col Ron McKim, USAF (Ret) swears in our new-
est member and first Sierra Flight navigator, Col 
Leon Tuttle, USAF (Ret)

Flight 15’s David Noones and Brig Gen Ted Mansfield USAFR 
(Ret) present his DFTS jacket to UMass Lowell AFROTC cadet 
Logan Nadeau

Col Austin Wiswell, 
USAF (Ret), Sierra Flt 
Adjutant presents the 
JROTC Daedalian award 
to Cadet MSgt Lucas 
Castro at Whitney High 
School.

Col Kirk and vice flight captain Art Stark

F-105s on the runway in Vietnam circa 1966.

Border Patrol Agents Gonzalez and Donegan 
with flight captain Gerry Homewood.
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total of 262 border miles--one of the busiest sectors in the country 
in both illegal alien apprehensions and marijuana seizures. Tom 
and James gave a great presentation on the recent history of the 
Border Patrol, the new post 9/11 Homeland Security organiza-
tion and the many changes that have impacted the Tucson Sector. 
They both indicated the recent political changes and related plans 
to increase resources have improved BP morale.

Our speakers for the May meeting were former military and 
Boeing helicopter test pilots, CW4 Jim Adkins, USA (Ret) and 
CDR Tom Macdonald, USN (Ret). Jim and Tom were very success-

ful military pi-
lots who both at-
tend Navel Test 
Pilot School at 
NAS Patuxent 
River, and then 
went on to be-
come Navy and 
Army test pi-
lots. After they 
completed their 
military service, 
they were both 
hired by Boeing 

as experimental test pilots, working on very important programs 
including the CV-22 “Osprey” and the AH-64 “Apache.” Jim re-
tired in 2006, and Tom retired last year, but is still working as a 
consultant for Boeing. They gave a very informative presentation 
on the helicopter “Dead Man’s Curve.” (Source: Pat Dooley)

34th (S.P. Langley) Flight
Langley AFB, VA

34th Flight’s May 
meeting was spec-
tacular! We had the 
privilege of hearing 
from one of the last 
USAF SR-71 crews 
talk about their flying 
experiences with the 
“Sled.” Lt Col Bob 
Fowlkes, USAF (Ret) 
(#456, RSO) and Lt 
Col Don Watkins, 
USAF (Ret) (#455, 
Pilot) gave a superb 
presentation of what it was like to fly in the SR-71 Blackbird. 

Getting to the SR-71 was a very selective process for this Air 
Force Special Duty Assignment. The potential SR-71 crewmem-
ber went through a rigorous 5-day screening and interview pro-
cess which included T-38 flights, interviews with the wing lead-
ership, and a mini-physical including a brain scan. About 467 
people have ever flown in the SR-71, and that includes the numer-
ous VIP or staff flights. The length of training time was about 11 
months for the crew pair of Pilot and RSO. They stayed together 
throughout their entire training period and were paired together 
as “hard crews” during their time at Beale AFB, CA and deploy-
ments to Kadena AB, Japan, and Mildenhall AB, UK. 

Typical sortie lengths were on the order of 4.5-5 hours. For 
over the pole flights out of Mildenhall, those flights lasted about 

8 hours. To get ready for a flight, the crew would show up at the 
squadron, grab their mission materials and head to Life Support 
for a high protein/low residue breakfast. They would suit up and 
get a mini-physical to ensure they were ready to fly. Their “bud-
dy-crew” would preflight the aircraft and they would step to the 
jet for the mission. The pilot would have to trim the engines for 
takeoff power while waiting in the hammerhead of the runway 
to make sure the engines would not compressor stall on takeoff. 

The SR-71 could climb to over 85,000 ft and fly faster than 3.2 
Mach. Each engine produced 34,000 lbs. of thrust. The aircraft 
could hold 80,000 lbs of special JP-7 fuel. Don described how 
the aircraft kept wanting to go faster, and it was very hard to slow 
down. The pilot could trim the engines down to 650 degrees EGT 
hoping they wouldn’t flame out, transfer fuel to the forward tanks 
to get the slab to pitch up, or trim the rudders to snowplow in to 
increase drag. Don also thought the Blackbird could go faster but 
the limiting factor was the forward windscreen frame that would 
heat up and glow red during the flight. First flight of the SR-71 
occurred on 22 December 1964. The first SR-71 delivered to the 
USAF was on 7 January 1966. The last operational flight of the 
Blackbird was on 26 January 1990 and after the re-activation pe-
riod, the USAF flew its last SR-71 flight on 10 October 1997. Bob 
and Don had the privilege to deliver a SR-71 to the USAF mu-
seum at Wright Patterson AFB, OH. They flew the airplane onto 
the museum runway on 27 March 1990. 

The crew mentioned a couple of speed records that the SR-71 
holds: on 13 September 1974, a SR-71 flew from London to Los 
Angeles, in 3 hrs, 47 mins. On 16 March 1990, an SR-71 went 
from the West Coast to the East Coast in 1 hr, and 7 mins. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the presentation that Bob and Don gave to the 
flight. (Source: Eric E. Theisen)

38th (Longhorn) Flight
Austin, TX

Flight 38 met at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in North Austin on 
Thursday, February 9, 2017; 40 members and guests attended.

Fred Norton was inducted into our chapter. He flew in the back 
seat of the RF-4 and the F-4 before going to UPT. He then flew 
the A-7 and A-10 and had a staff assignment at NATO in Naples. 
After 26 years, he retired at Bergstrom out of the IG’s office.

Our speaker for February was Molly Mae Potter. She always 
wanted to be an astronaut. Her mother wanted to be a pilot, and 
her great aunt was a wing walker and ferry pilot. Her mother told 
her she would never get paid to stare out of the window, and she 
would prove her wrong. The first time she got in trouble was 
when she set off too many rockets in her high school soccer field. 
In college, she started in Army ROTC, but she was called into the 
office and told she would not be successful as an Army officer. 
She graduated from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University with 
a BS in engineering-physics. After finishing Air Force OTS, she 
was assigned to weapons testing at Eglin. Most of the women that 
flew tests got airsick. And when she flew, it seemed like the pilots 
did everything they could to make her sick--didn’t happen. She 
never flew in the F-4, but she was involved in shooting one down. 

Molly Mae deployed to Afghanistan where it wasn’t uncom-
mon to receive an overnight delivery of a part to install on an air-
craft. She might cut a hole in the side and fly the gadget the next 
day. Being one of the few women officers in the AOR, she got to 
go outside the wire at night and trade heroine or dollars for infor-
mation from the local ladies. When she was called on to escort 

Jim, Gerry and Tom “Mac”

L to R: Don Watkins, Bob Fowlkes, Wade 
McRoberts, 34th Flight Adjutant
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Our first quarter of 2017 was 
marred by the untimely death of 
Colone Charles B. Stratton, USAF 
(Ret). Chuck was an ardent sup-
porter of our flight and attended 
every meeting. He was always the 
life of the meetings with his hu-
mor and aviation stories. The one 
I remember most was when he 
was thrown out of a U-2 at 70,000 
feet. It was at night over Louisiana 
somewhere near the coast when 
his U-2 went out of control. He 
had to open the canopy with his 

feet and unstrap from the seat. His long freefall was complicated 
by the lack of oxygen at that altitude. He finally ended up in a 
tree. Not knowing if he was over land or water, he dropped his 
helmet. It made a big splash which made him decide to remain put 
until the next day. Chuck was a true hero and a great person to be 
around and he will truly be missed by the flight. 

It is always amazing how our Flight Captain Hank Bishop 
keeps things interesting at our monthly flight meetings. It is dif-

41st (Inland Empire) Flight
Spokane, WA

some women hostages, a mortar hit on the other side of a T-Wall. 
She was knocked out and had broken ribs and a collapsed lung. 

She graduated from the Navy Test Pilot School, but soon expe-
rienced memory problems, and it was sometimes hard to focus on 
the task at hand. She became the lead test engineer for the F-22 
and was involved with the oxygen system problem. After a year 
and a half, she was going to the F-35 when her memory loss be-
came worse, and she couldn’t sleep for the nightmares. 

She was diagnosed with PTSD and sent to the Army for treat-
ment where she was “prescribed” a service dog. Prior to receiving 
her service dog, she was taking drugs, but after receiving the dog, 
the dog would turn on the light and wake her up when she went 
into stress and she was able to eliminate drugs completely. After 
returning to the Air Force, the base commander didn’t have a pro-
tocol for a service dog. She wrote to the Secretary of Defense, and 
they soon got the USAF to coordinate with the Army to establish 
the necessary protocol. 

Molly Mae left the Air Force to become an advocate for service 
dogs and getting service members the help they needed. She was 
seeing more suicides than combat deaths because service mem-
bers often wanted to avoid the mental health stigma and losing 
their security clearance. The stressful jobs, long hours, and mul-
tiple deployments are taking their toll. She advocates for service 
women and especially the homeless veterans. For all her work, 
she won the 2016 Ms. Veteran America Contest. She wore her 
crown and sash to our meeting.

She has great memories of the Air Force. The bomber jacket 
she wore flying in a B-52 still has a smell that she can’t get out. 
Her flight helmet sits on her desk at Dell, and her flight suits full 
of patches still hang in her closet.

Flight Captain Ron Butler thanked Molly for her great talk and 
invited her to become a friend of the flight.

Dan Waddle reported that his daughter was flying 8-hour sor-
ties in her F-18 in the near east. There were usually 4 refuelings, 
and 70% of the time, she would bring back her ordinance. Their 
engagement rules are pretty tight. (Source: J Robert Howard)

ficult to schedule a guest speaker with the low attendance at our 
meetings yet Hank never fails to entertain us with words of wis-
dom and bits of trivia. Without Hank and his initiative, we would 
have no entertainment at all. Thank you, Hank, for keeping the 
flight spirit alive. (Source: Frank Condefer)

Col Chuck Stratton, USAF (Ret)

18th (Mile High) Flight
Denver, CO

On 17 March 
2017 we received 
a briefing on WWI 
by an expert on 
the subject. BGen 
RG Head had a 
stellar Air Force 
career bolstered 
by his high school 
interest in aviation 
subjects, his first 
flights starting at 
15, a private pilot 
license at 17 and 
entering the Air 
Force Academy 

at 18. He graduated with the Academy’s second class in 1960. 
Selected for pilot training, he graduated first in his class, then 
won the TOPGUN award in F-100 fighter gunnery. He has over 
3,000 hours flight time including 325 combat missions in the 
A-1 Skyraider over North and South Vietnam and Laos. He was 
awarded the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross and the Air 
Medal with 12 oak leaf clusters. He returned to the States and 
became an F-4 Phantom II instructor pilot, then was assigned to 
graduate school at Syracuse University, earning a Masters degree 
and a PhD degree in political science. 

That led to an assignment back to the Academy teaching in-
ternational relations and defense policy. He then became Com-
mander of the 90th Tactical Fighter Squadron in Thailand. This 
squadron descended from the 90th Aero Squadron in World War I. 
He was a distinguished graduate of the National War College, and 
then served a tour on the Joint Staff in the Pentagon. Promoted 
to Brigadier General in 1983, he was sent to Vicenza, Italy as 
Deputy Commander 5th Allied Tactical Force. He retired in 1987 
after 27 years of very active service.

He had a second career as an environmental engineer and vice 
president of SRS Technologies doing consulting engineering 
work for several government agencies involved in space endeav-
ors. When he finally retired from that 20 year career, he devoted 
much of his time to travel, to research, and to lecturing on ‘the 
war to end all wars” and on some of the men who had the greatest 
influence on aerial combat in that war. To that end, he has written 
and published a book on Oswald Boelcke, who was Germany’s 
first ace with a total of 40 victories during WWI. Boelcke was a 
pioneer in developing air combat tactics and was the mentor and 
instructor for the famous Red Baron von Richtofen. He was even 
admired by those he had shot down and became POWs, and by 
the Royal Flying Corps itself. They dropped a wreath over his 
funeral after his death in a mid-air collision in 1916. The accom-
panying note read: “To the Officers of the German Air Corps. In 
commemoration of Capt. Boelcke, our Brave and Chivalrous op-
ponent. From the English Air Corps.” 

18th Flt Capt Jeff Roy with BGen Head.
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In talking about Boelcke, Gen Head also covered several impor-
tant points about the war that changed everything. It led to rapid 
advancement of aviation in general, and the destruction of tyran-
nical regimes. It provided the opportunity for self government by 
people all across Europe and it enfranchised women to take on 
more responsibilities and participation in society. Sadly, as the 
war went on, it also ended all traces of chivalry among fighter 
pilots, except in rare instances. No more saluting your adversary 
in a dog fight. Instead, dig out a pistol and try to shoot him.

Gen Head has many other talents besides writing books and 
articles for publication. He built a scale model tri-wing Fokker 
Dr.1 with a 6-foot wing span, now hanging in the Coronado, CA 
Library, and a 6-foot Albatros D.II in the San Diego Air & Space 
Museum. He is in the process of building an 8-foot Hawker Hurri-
cane which will also be displayed in the Museum. He and his wife 
travel extensively and she is an active participant in his lecture 
presentations. Always eager to increase their knowledge, they 
sometimes drop in to take a class as Oxford University when in 
England. Two busy people living the life they love to the fullest. 

Our guest Speaker on 21 April 2017 gave us a very appropriate 
lead-in to Memorial Day. Brigadier General John S. Brown spoke 
about the Battle Monuments and Cemeteries Commission. There 
are 25 American military cemeteries, located in 16 foreign coun-
tries, plus the Northern Mariana Islands, British Gibraltar, and 
three on American soil. The Commission operates and maintains 
them to be among the most beautiful such shrines in the world. 

Gen Brown’s 33-year career in the US Army began with his 
graduation from West Point in 1971. He rose through the ranks 
to become Commander of the 2nd Battalion, 66th Armor in Iraq 
and Kuwait during the Gulf War, and then returned to Kuwait as 
Commander of the 2nd Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division in 1995. 
He earned a PhD in history from Indiana University and became 
Chief Historian, and then Commander of the US Army Center 
of Military History where he served until he retired in 2004. He 
then continued in that position until a successor could be named 
in 2005. He is still active in speaking about the American Battle 
Monuments Commission, which is the guardian of American mil-
itary cemeteries, monuments and markers. The Commission was 
formed in1923 with General of the Armies, John J. Pershing as 
Chairman.

During WWI, those who died in combat were generally bur-
ied near where they fell. The ceremonies were brief and digni-
fied. After WWI the Commission was formed and central loca-
tions for American cemeteries were established. Heirs were given 
three choices: 1. the remains would be permanently interred in an 
American cemetery on foreign soil, or 2. repatriated to the US for 
interment in a national or private cemetery, or 3. left undisturbed 
and interred where they fell. Most families chose repatriation 
to the US for interment in a national cemetery, with 30 percent 
choosing an American cemetery on foreign soil. A few elected to 
leave isolated graves undisturbed where they fell. Those graves 
continue to be maintained by local communities and grateful resi-
dents. 

The establishment of American cemeteries on foreign soil is 
granted in perpetuity by the host country, free of charge or taxa-
tion. All WWI and WWII cemeteries are closed for internment 
unless the remains of an American who died in those wars are 
recovered today. American civilian technicians, entertainers serv-
ing the military and Red Cross workers who are war casualties 
are considered to be military members of the armed forces for 
purposes of burial entitlement. (Source: Dale Boggie)

48th (Harley H. Pope) Flight
Fayetteville, NC

The January meet-
ing started with 
business and admin-
istering the oath to 
two new members, 
one of which is a 
second generation 
Daedalian. This year 
the flight is support-
ing 69 JROTC pro-
grams with Daedalian 
achievement medals 
for schools in North 
Carolina, South Car-
olina, and Tennessee. 
Flight members will deliver 20 of these medals in person; the re-
maining 49 will be mailed to the recipients. The flight will offer 
three college ROTC scholarships for the 2017 award program. 
The first two scholarship recipients will be presented at the April 
Flight Meeting.

Our guest speaker was 
Nate Johnson, a Raleigh 
WRAL-TV Meteorologist/
producer. Nate has been as-
sociated with WRAL since 
1999 and previously was 
chief meteorologist for sta-
tion KTXS-TV in Abilene, 
TX. He is a recognized 
expert on severe weather, 
and the challenges of com-
municating it. He has won 
a number of awards for his 
work.

Nate spoke to us about his current adventure of learning to fly 
at this time in his life. He recently earned his private license ac-
cumulating over 100 hours of flight time and is working on his 
instrument rating. He has had a lifelong interest in aviation start-
ing with conversations with his grandfather who was a radioman 
with the 357th Fighter Squadron during WW II. He also said that 
he watches about every takeoff and landing of the WRAL news 
helicopter from the vantage point of his office window which 
just happens to overlook the station helipad. He shared his pas-
sion for aviation and how he uses all of the modern technology 
for flight planning, navigation, and weather information. Nate 
also explained how he reviews his flight history after each flight 
and described how aviation has opened an entirely new realm of 
weather observation to him. He noted that observing weather air-
borne contrasts so much from surface observation and that has 
given him an entirely different perspective of the weather as it is 
occurring.

Nate was presented with our traditional flight coffee cup. He 
made a nice post on his WRAL Facebook account about his visit. 
https://www.facebook.com/wx4nsj/ (Source: Jim Wiltjer)

The March 23rd meeting of the Harley H. Pope Flight was a 
celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the Charter for Flight #48 
on March 26, 1977, 43 years to the day after the Founding of the 
Order of Daedalians. Present were two of our current members 
who were original charter members: Lt Gen Bob Springer, USAF 
(Ret) and Col Bob Garrison, USAF (Ret). Then a Colonel, Gen-
eral Springer was the impetus for starting a flight at Pope AFB, 

FLYING may not be all smooth sailing, but the FUN of 
it is all worth it.
   - Amelia Earhart

L to R: Pete Vetters (2d gen Daedalian), Brig 
Gen (ret) Bob Norman (Vice Flight Captain), 
Doug Rowe, and Col (ret) Joe Fitzpatrick (Flight 
Captain). 

Flight captain Joe Fitzgerald presenting the 
traditional flight coffee cup to Nate Johnson.

FLIGHTLINE

             Daedalian Foundation   31



NC. He was elected the first flight captain and led the flight from 
30 members in March to 54 members by September 1977.

The flight members and guests were privileged to have the 82nd 
All-American Airborne Chorus perform prior to our meeting. 
Their performance was filled with patriotic songs and, of course, 
their signature ballad, “Blood on the Risers”. All the chorus mem-
bers are selected from various 82nd Airborne combat units and 
many have combat experience and service in the Southwest Asia 
Campaigns.

The flight was hon-
ored to have Lt Gen 
Doug Owens, USAF 
(Ret), National Com-
mander, present as 
our guest speaker. He 
praised the perfor-
mance and gave trib-
ute to these fine young 
active duty soldiers 
who have served in the 
breach to defend our 
Nation. General Ow-
ens presented a briefing 
about the Order, emphasizing the development of the first mis-
sion statement for the Order and a set of objectives to achieve 
the goals. Along with the time-honored original tenets, they will 
provide the future guidance and direction of the Order to be a 
growing and more viable organization. The rest of his presenta-
tion provided an overview and explanation of our total member-
ship and categories of membership, finances for both the national 
organization and the non-profit Foundation, and a breakdown of 
all the national programs supported to mentor fine young people 
in a military aviator career. In conclusion, he said we all should 
be proud of our service and those who are serving to defend our 
Nation and its ideals. (Source: Jim Wiltjer)

82nd All American Chorus performed prior to the 40th anniversary meeting.

23rd Flight’s recent guest speaker for their meeting was Col 
Glenn Hoppe, a Lockheed Martin Test Pilot. Col Hoppe is cur-
rently working on the development of Quiet Supersonic Technol-
ogy (QueSST) demonstrator aircraft to reduce the sonic boom. 
The QueSST program objectives include developing a single-seat 
shaped demonstrator aircraft with a low sonic boom. It is expected 
that the technology can be applied to transport-sized aircraft.

QueSST design features include a long nosed F-5 with an F-18 
engine and F-16 landing gear. The demonstrator aircraft will have 

23d (Dallas/Ft Worth) Flight
Fort Worth, TX

99th (Big Sky) Flight
Malmstrom AFB, MT

At Big Sky Flight 99’s August 2016 meeting our three CFIP 
solo students shared their flight training experiences with a highly 
attentive audience.

Recent high school graduate Keegan Swanson is 18 years old. 
She served as the captain of her high school soccer and basketball 
teams, competed in pole vaulting, and was president of a Great 
Falls High choral group. Her interest in flying was sparked by fly-
ing with relatives back east. She will soon be off to Kansas State 
Polytechnic in Salina to join their professional pilot curriculum. 

“This scholarship really helped me get ahead of the game. My 
dad is in the Montana Air National Guard, as were both of my 
grandfathers, and my uncle. My dad was my biggest influence; 
I remember him taking me to the Guard to see the F-16s, and 
recently to see the C-130. Fighter planes are cooler! I really en-
joyed flying with Tyson, learning from his mistakes. I loved solo-
ing- it was a lot easier to land the plane without Vince on board.” 

Brendyn Hewitt is just 16 years old, and his hobbies include 
hockey, and now, aviation. He hopes to attend the US Air Force 
Academy, become a military aviator, and to eventually fly for an 
airline. “Thanks to everyone who made this possible. My instruc-
tors are very interesting people with great histories, who showed 
me that aviation can really make your life a lot more exciting. I 
will definitely continue with flying.” 

22 year-old Tyson Patterson enjoys skiing and rafting. He’s 

2016 Cadets (L to R) Keegan Swanson, Brendyn Hewitt, and Tyson Patterson, 
flanked by their instructor pilots, Vince Bakke and Pete Dascoulias.

Flight captain Joe Fitzgerald, National Com-
mander Doug Owens, and 48th’s first flight 
captain Bob Springer.

an extended equiva-
lent nose, wing 
shielding, and min-
iature T-tail to reduce 
sonic boom. The 
demonstrator aircraft 
does not have a wind-
screen. Instead it uses 
cameras to provide 
the pilot with a vi-
sual presentation of 
what would normally 

be seen through the windscreen. The shape of the demonstrator 
aircraft reduces surface overpressure and, therefore, generates 
extremely quiet noise levels. The current schedule calls for the 
demonstrator aircraft to be operational in three years. (Source: Bob 
Pavelko)

Col Glenn Hoppe, USMC (Ret)
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beginning his senior year at Montana State, majoring in health 
enhancement. “I probably wouldn’t have gotten my pilot’s license 
if it hadn’t been for this program. I submitted my application, in-
terviewed less than a week later, and I received the good news 
that I had been granted the scholarship. It was fun working with 
Keegan, and I later found out that she had earned a full-ride aca-
demic scholarship- heck, she didn’t tell me that she was a genius! 
I would like to fly fighters, though I also have met with some of the 
helicopter squadrons at Malmstrom.” His main goals are to keep 
flying after he graduates, to earn a commission through OTS, and 
then to serve as a military pilot. 

Each cadet was given the shirttail that had been clipped from 
the shirts that they wore on their solo flights, and upon which Pete 
Dascoulias had sketched cartoons of special significance to each 
cadet. Vince presented each cadet with a small diecast model of 
the 1967 Cherokee 140 in which they soloed. They also received 
a CFIP Certificate of Completion signed by Vince and Paul Sny-
der, and lastly each received a custom Daedalians Flight Jacket, 
with embroidered nametags and bearing the half-wings of a junior 
aviator. 

Our October meeting featured a terrific story with local signifi-
cance delivered by our own Lt Col Joe Macklin. On Monday, 23 
July 1962 a B-47E “Stratojet” bomber, callsign Fido 15, departed 
Dyess AFB, Texas at 1830 hours for a routine night low level 
training mission through Montana. The crew consisted of the 
Pilot, 1Lt Lloyd G. “Buzz” Sawyers, his Copilot, 1Lt David E. 
Sutton, Bombardier/Navigator 1Lt Frederick J. Hixenbaugh, and 
Instructor Pilot Captain Joseph W. Faulconer, who sat beside the 
copilot on a jumpseat. After refueling in flight, the B-47 let down 
at 2130 local time for entry into a military low level training route 
near Emigrant Peak in the Absaroka mountain range south of Boz-
eman. The aircraft was supposed to be no lower than 15,000 feet 
on that route segment, yet it struck a ridgeline near the peak at an 
altitude of 8,500 feet, killing all four airmen. At the time of the 
mishap Boeing’s B-47 was a key part of Strategic Air Command’s 
nuclear “Big Stick” for deterring war with the Soviet Union. It 
was the USAF’s first swept-wing, multi-engine jet bomber. 2,000 
B-47s were built. At the height of its use there were 28 B-47E 
Bomb Wings and over 1,200 B-47 combat crews. To give the 
B-47 its high speed the wings were very thin, requiring that the 
landing gear and the fuel tanks be carried in the fuselage. Defen-
sive armament consisted of electronic countermeasures and two 
20mm guns in the rear, guided by the A5 Fire Control System; 
both were operated by the copilot, whose seat could turn to face 
aft. An AN/APX-64 radar was used for both IFF interrogation and 
ground mapping for targeting. The Stratojet was a challenging 
aircraft to fly, especially on landing. Over the aircraft’s service 
life, more than 230 were destroyed in accidents. Flight 99 mem-
ber Don Main flew B-47s as a opilot at Whiteman AFB in 1962, 
and he described it as “a good aircraft, but very unforgiving.” In 
January 2015, Lt Col Joe Macklin, USAF (Ret) was looking for 
crash sites that the Civil Air Patrol could use to practice spotting 
wreckage while airborne. The Park County Sheriff informed him 
about the crash site of Fido 15, and Joe soon met Bryan and Sally 
Wells, who live in the nearby Paradise Valley. Bryan had made the 
journey to the site in 1969, and he soon led Joe and 3 others on a 
climb to the crash site to visit the wreckage. Once there, the men 
toasted the fallen airmen in accordance with Air Force tradition. 
What began as Joe’s desire to find a wreckage site soon became a 
joint endeavor to publicly honor the crewmen of Fido 15. Bryan 
wished to install a memorial plaque at the crash site, but the For-
est Service has so far denied his request. Bryan devised and built 
a fine memorial at the Old Chico cemetery, located at the base of 
the mountain. With several family members of the crew and Sena-

tor Steve Daines in attendance, Bryan and Joe officially dedicated 
the memorial on 23 July 2016, 54 years to the day after Fido 15’s 
tragic mishap. (Source: Mike “Alien” Buck)

Lt Col Joe Macklin from 99th flight

6th (Space) Flight
Patrick AFB, FL

Our April luncheon was attended by 40 members and 8 guests. 
We met at the Turtle Creek Golf Club in Rockledge Florida using 
the dining room where our Air America friends and members have 
their weekly breakfast meeting which, by the way, is always one 
of the best times for exchanging war stories. 

When word got out that our speaker for this meeting was go-
ing to be a member of the SON TAY raid planning team, reser-
vations flooded in. Our own Flight member Air Commando Col 
Benjamin Kraljev who lives too far away to attend our regular 
meetings, was quietly enjoying his retirement in Daytona Beach 
when it was discovered from an old Daedalus Flyer, Ben was at 
Takhli immediately available on direct communication lines for 

the raid when President Nixon 
gave final approval to launch (by 
message code named Red Rocket). 
It was a daring mission conducted 
at night all low-level formation fly-
ing with a hundred men all tasked 
with precise timing and execution 
of the surprise extraction from the 
prison camp 21 miles from Hanoi. 
Though no prisoners were recov-
ered because they had all been 
moved to another camp, the Raid 
paid great dividends as our POW 
friends’ morale picked up now 
knowing they were not forgotten. 
They also began getting better 
treatment from their captors. This 
was confirmed true by our POW 
flight member Vigilante Pilot Giles 

Norrington who was most happy to meet and greet our speaker 
Ben. Also, we were honored by two guest helicopter pilots who 
flew in the raid. Many thanks to Colonel Kraljev for honoring us 
as our speaker. You are forever remembered and appreciated for 
sharing your memories with your Daedalian friends. 

At this meeting we had another event. Giles Norrington in-

Col Ben Kraljev receives a cer-
tificate of apprecation from flight 
captain Bob Boswell.
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ducted an old friend of 
his from Diego Garcia 
days, CDR Larry R. 
Wood. Welcome CDR 
Wood. Next, Our Flight 
Captain Bob Boswell 
(Retired SAC Wing 
Commander) pillar of 
the Valiant Air Com-
mand air museum in 
Titusville, FL, paid 
tribute to the Jimmy 
Doolittle Raiders’ an-
niversary. This was 

most meaningful to the wife of Flight 
member Marine Capt Steve (Greek) Ste-
vens, Michie Stevens; she was a little girl 
standing on a beach in Japan and saw one 
of the raiders fly over! 

Junior ROTC awards chairman James 
Pugh plugged for help in presenting 
awards to more than 40 area high schools 
who are begging for the Daedalian com-
mendation. I am happy to have a picture 
from Satellite Beach High School of our 
member Gerald F. Hoff making a presen-
tation to Cadet Lt Col Lourdef Duren-
Callo. Congratulations and many thanks 
to all. (Source: Gary Clark)

62nd (Fighter) Flight
Nellis AFB, NV

Fighter Flight has been very active this year and continues to 
line-up great guest speakers for its entertaining monthly meetings. 
In January 38 members enjoyed a captivating presentation from 
exceptionally accomplished pilot Joe Vallone. Joe started in the 
Air Force, but has spent the majority of his years as a leader at 
many levels as a Lt Col in the Civil Air Patrol. He is an FAA 
instructor, holds type ratings in numerous aircraft, and has flown 
over 7000 hours. Joe’s presentation focused on his experiences 
as a MiG-15 and MiG-17 instructor pilot. Yes, he actually flies 
and instructs other people 
how to fly these Cold [Hot] 
War aircraft in airshows. 
Our many veterans of com-
bat in Korea and Vietnam 
were particularly interested 
in his experiences with the 
MiGs and sharing their 
own, albeit from a different 
perspective.

We also had the distinct 
honor of inducting our first 
Daedalian under the new 
membership criteria. 

Col Mark “Izzy” Isre-
alitt, USAF (Ret), was a 
C-130 navigator and had an 

assignment in the WC-130 “Hurricane Hunters.” We’re looking 
forward to having him share his stories of chasing hurricanes at a 
future meeting. His son, a USAF Lieutenant and Special Tactics 
Squad student home on leave, also attended. Izzy brings a lot of 
enthusiasm to the flight and has since become our membership 
chairman. 

In February, we swore in our new flight officers and then Fight-
er Flight’s own Don “Spanky” Sexton spoke to 25 members. Don 
is a retired colonel who had a distinguished career flying F-4s 
and F-16s before retiring and flying for FedEx. He also was a 
starting partner and now COO of AVTECH, a Nevada small busi-
ness specializing in providing technical and engineering support 
to the USAF. AVTECH started in 1998 to meet a CSAF Gen Ryan 
request/desire to get our allies (“combined partners” in today’s 
military jargon) on the same page with respect to tactics, tech-
niques, and procedures. The company has steadily grown in size 
and importance and supplies foreign countries with specifically 
classified manuals for F-16s, F-18s, intel procedures, and soon 
the F-35, all with the goal of enhancing integration with our allies.

For March, we had a rousing meeting with a varied audience 
of 23 members and 24 guests. The guests included several lovely 
wives and Lt Col Keven “Hobs” Crofton, 55 FS/CC, with eight 
other F-16 pilots visiting from Shaw AFB. Hobs promised that 
he would be back in July to deliver a presentation on his squad-
ron’s recent combat deployment. Other special guests included 
the UNLV ROTC Detachment Commander Lt Col Corey Jewell 
and two outstanding senior-year cadets. 

Daedalian Bob Hale spoke to the crowd about a replica of the 
Wright Flyer built by people at Utah State University. Our flight 
agreed to donate money to help pay for the cost of moving the 
Flyer to Las Vegas for display at Rancho High School in support 
of its Academy of Aviation.

Our guest speaker was one of Las Vegas’ best lawyers and long 
time associate member of Fighter Flight, Mr. Joe Brown, Esq. He 
and his wife Pam moved to Las Vegas in 1968 shortly after com-
pleting his enlistment with the USMC and law school in Virginia 
and they have seen firsthand the city’s immense growth. Over the 
years, he has held positions on numerous governmental commis-
sions for Nevada (e.g. Fish and Game, Athletic, Department of 
Wildlife). His anecdotes revealed that many of the personalities 
and scenes depicted in the Robert De Niro/Joe Pesci movie “Ca-
sino” were not mere Hollywood embellishments. 

April saw one of our biggest events with 36 members and over 
20 guests attending. We were honored to have Maj Gen Glen 
VanHerck, the commander of Nellis AFB’s Air Warfare Center, 

Giles Norrington (R) inducts his old friend CDR 
Larry Wood (L).

Gerald Hoff presents the 
Daedalian medal to Cadet 
Lt Col Duren-Callo.

Provost Marshall Don Harten administers 
the oath to Mark “Izzy” Isrealitt.

62d Flight’s new leadership team.
Flight Captain: George “Pete” Peterson; Vice Flight Captain: Andrew “Ski” 
Dembosky; Adjutant: Denny Schaan; Treasurer: Pete Beauregard; Provost Mar-
shall: Don Harten
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51st (Chennault) Flight
Barksdale AFB, LA

46th (Wiley Post) Flight
Tinker AFB, OK

as our guest speaker. He has a diverse background that includes 
operational and training assignments in the F-15C, F-35A, B-2A, 
and B-1B, and has served as an instructor at the Weapons School 
in two different aircraft. Maj Gen VanHerck, explained that his 
role leading the more than 11,000 airmen serving as part of the 
four wings under the Air Warfare Center is “the best job in the Air 
Force.” His discussion of how today’s fifth-generation airpower 
encompasses space and cyberspace in an effort to increase con-
nectivity and information sharing was of great interest to a crowd 
of mostly “third-generation” pilots. 

The general also helped our flight present scholarship checks 
to seven very deserving cadets from the UNLV Air Force ROTC 
detachment (an eighth recipient was unable to attend). Our flight 
gave out $8000 and the Daedalian Foundation has promised ad-
ditional money. The cadets and their guests were all excited and 
thankful for the scholarships and we wished them luck in their 
careers.

The flight is looking forward to more great speakers throughout 
the summer. (Source: Andrew Dembosky)

UNLV ROTC Cadets receiving scholarships: B.Raine, N. Forster, C. Peardon, 
Maj Gen VanHerck, F.Faul, N. Savinda, V.Hennessy, C. Sorrels. Cadet C. Balan-
gan was unable to attend. 

On Thursday, 20 April the Chennault Chapter held their month-
ly meeting. Our guest speaker was recently retired Col Greg 
“Sven” Smith (USAF). 
General Robin “Baba” 
Rand, commander of Air 
Force Global Strike Com-
mand, also gave some 
brief updates on AFGSC 
accomplishments.

Gen Rand led off with 
a synopsis of the B-2 
strike against ISIS train-
ing camps in Libya on 
18 Jan 17. The bombers 
at Whiteman AFB were 
notified of the planned 
mission and immediately 
generated five bombers, 
and four hundred 500-
lb JDAM weapons (yes, 
no typo, that’s 80 bombs per jet!) within 36 hours. The bombers 

Gen Rand shares AFGSC successes with 51st 
flight members.

took off from and recovered back at 
the base in Missouri, flying over 30 
hours. Two days later B-52’s based 
in the CENTCOM AOR struck ter-
rorists in Syria. Meanwhile the B-1s 
are flying bomber assurance missions 
in the Pacific, deterring North Korea 
and any other potential adversaries. 
The command is having a very suc-
cessful month!

Next Col Smith began his talk. He 
has flown over 4,000 hours in the 
B-52, B-2, T-38 and T-37. First he 
entertained us with stories as a young 
Lieutenant sitting alert as a B-52 

crewmember at K.I. Sawyer AFB in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
They would pass the long hours with hijinks, including speed tap-
ing a new crewmember’s sleeves and pant legs closed on their 
flightsuit, then shaking a can of shaving cream and opening with a 
can opener to rapidly fill the rookie’s flight suit and make him the 
“Michelin Man.” He then told us about a B-52 crash he survived, 
when a fuel tank exploded with the aircraft 75’ AGL just after a 
touch and go. The crew compartment broke clear of the burning 
fuselage and allowed the crew to escape, most badly burned and 
with broken limbs and one crewmember with a broken back. Col 
Smith fortunately was only bruised and scraped up, and was able 
to help others out of the wreckage. He wrote about this event and 
it is covered in the book “We Were Crewdogs IV – We Had to be 
Tough.” He recovered fully and returned to flight status, going on 
to fly the B-2 in Operation ALLIED FORCE, the first combat use 
of the stealth bomber. Our members greatly enjoyed his talk and 
wished him success as he transitions to civilian life!(Source, Col Russ 
Mathers, USAF Ret)

Vice flight captain Al Parmater 
(L) presents a gift to guest 
speaker, Col (Ret) Greg Smith.

The past three months for Wiley Post Flight #46 have been 
transitional. The group’s normal meeting location suddenly 
closed, which meant the flight had to cancel its annual Christ-
mas-time meeting with spouses. January found us meeting for the 
first time in years back on base at Tinker AFB, which was a wel-
come return. We had no speaker because the business of setting a 
new meeting time and location took on prime importance. Since 
speakers and topics are still secondary to comaraderie, we had a 
rollicking good time.

In a temporary location in February, our annual Valentines’ 
dinner saw a successful return of the ladies joining us for more 
comaraderie with guest 
speaker Ken Stafford and 
his wife Vanessa. His topic, 
“Real Stories of the Oklaho-
ma Highway Patrol Aircraft 
Division,” told the story of 
what an Oklahoma Highway 
Patrol Trooper can do for 
most of his career from 500 
to 4,000 feet in an airplane. 
We learned that spotting 
marijuana fields is an art, but 
spotting other illicit com-
modities can be an interest-
ing study in human behavior 

Retired Oklahoma State Trooper Ken 
Stafford (standing) directs his audience 
to an aerial image of a suspicious field in 
rural Oklahoma. 
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in the war on drugs.
For March, Flight #46 was once again at 

the Tinker Club. The welcome surround-
ings in our familiar room, named appropri-
ately “The Daedalian Room,” brought us 
back to our memorabilia which adorns the 
walls. Created by our flight, it is resplen-
dent with original art, vintage photos, and 
artifacts from Wiley Post’s aircraft. Fellow 
Daedalian, Kent McInnis, was March’s speaker, with a program 
titled, “Fun with Class Patches: How to slip one past the Base 
Commander and still get your wings.” McInnis covered the evo-
lution of Air Force pilot training class patches, concentrating on 
the Vietnam Era and beyond. Changing culture, political correct-
ness, and popular trends have all influenced the humor, or lack of 
same, in what young airmen choose to represent their class. Many 
Daedalians contributed their own stories of their class’s effort to 
create the perfect class patch. We learned from fellow Daedalians 
in the Army and Navy that only the Air Force has a tradition of 
class patches. 

April saw the 
artwork of Philip 
O’Meilia, a vet-
eran of World War 
II and of Korea, 
where he served in 
the U.S. Navy as 
an artist. Over the 
years, O’Meilia 
has earned high 
marks for his 
paintings of col-
legiate and pro-
fessional sports. 
Later branching 
into sculpture, 

he won high praise for his first international monument, The Oil 
Patch Warrior (1991), which resides in England’s Sherwood For-
est. It memorializes a little-known effort during World War II to 
discover, drill and recover precious crude oil in Great Britain with 
the help of American oil workers. O’Meilia also co-designed on 
the state capitol grounds The Oklahoma Veterans Memorial, that 
recognizes the sacrifices of all veterans from World War I, World 

War II, the Korean War and the 
Vietnam War.

In May Flight 46 heard from 
Dan Owens, crew member and 
spotter for “Fifi,” the B-29 kept 
preserved and flying by the Com-
memorative Air Force. He shared 
photos and stories of life with the 
crew of this historic B-29.

Outside of our monthly meeting 
we Daedalians are often visiting 
high schools in Oklahoma with 
detachments of Junior ROTC pro-
grams. We annually have the plea-
sure of presenting the Order of 
Daedalians medal to sa deserving 
student airman, soldier, or sailor. 
This spring Flight 46 participated 
in a score of such events. (Source: 
Kent McInnis)

12th (Old Pueblo) Flight
Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ

This year the 
Old Pueblo Flight 
at Davis-Monthan 
AFB provided Junior 
ROTC Daedalian 
Achievement Awards 
to students in 11 high 
schools in southern 
Arizona in April and 
May 2017. Students 
selected for this pres-
tigious award have 
indicated the potential 
and desire to pursue 
a military career and 
have achieved a rank-
ing in the upper 10 percent of his or her JROTC class and in the 
upper 20 percent of his or her high school class. 

The 2017 Achievement Award recipients are:
• Cadets G. Noriega & B. Morales, Rio Rico High School, Rio 
Rico, AZ
• Cadet William Isabell, Tombstone High School, Tombstone, AZ
• Cadet Seth Carroll, Flowing Wells High School, Tucson, AZ
• Cadet Alan Ramirez, Nogales High School, Nogales, AZ
• Cadet Faith Wyaco, Cholla High School, Tucson, AZ
• Cadet Rowan Isaacs, Casa Grande Union High School, Casa 
Grande, AZ
• Cadet Peter Harrington, 
Cienega High School, Vail, 
AZ
• Cadet Leslie Trujillo, Des-
ert View High School, Tuc-
son, AZ
• Cadet Angelise Garcia, Sa-
huarita High School, Sahua-
rita, AZ
• Cadet Enamorado, Buena/
Sierra Vista High School, 
Sierra Vista, AZ
• Cadet Catherine Miller, 
Coolidge High School, 
Coolidge, AZ

The continued success of the Old Pueblo awards program is 
due to the annual effort by flight member Andy Muscarello, Lt 
Col, USAF (Ret). Andy does all the coordination with Daedalian 

Headquarters and each 
of these high schools 
to ensure that the 
awards are prepared 
and distributed in a 
timely manner for each 
school’s awards cer-
emony.

Two Old Pueblo 
Flight members visited 
four schools this year 
to personally present 
the awards. Particular-
ly noteworthy was an 
active duty Daedalian, 

 (L to R): Glenn Schaumburg, Sid Hanna, artist & 
speaker Philip O’Meilia, and Laurence Ourada.

Western Heights HS Naval JROTC 
Cadet LCDR Brittney Humbert re-
ceiving the Daedalian award from 
Dean Alexander.

L-R: Maj Chen, Cadet Wyaco, Maj Spiece, Sgt 
DeSouza; Cholla High School.

Lt Col Bryan (Ret) and Cadet Leslie Trujillo 
from Desert View High School.

Cadet Seth Carroll from Flowing Wells 
High School and Lt Col Bryant (Ret)
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Major Carl Chen, who found time even with a busy flying sched-
ule to make the presentation at Cholla High School in Tucson, 
AZ. Major Chen was a recipient of this award when he was a 
JROTC student in high school. Flight member Jerry G. Bryant, 
LtCol, USAF (Ret) presented the awards at three schools – Flow-
ing Wells, Desert View, and Sahuarita. (Source: Jerry Bryant)

5th (Golden Gate) Flight
Travis AFB, CA

This is what makes all your efforts 
worthwhile...

I wanted to thank you personally for providing AFJROTC 
students with the opportunity to receive an award for all of their 
hard work and outstanding performance. I am honored to be able 
to say that I’ve won this award and I’m so grateful for the cadets 
and instructors around me that allowed me to grow into someone 
deserving of recognition from the Daedalian Foundation. I’m so 
excited for this award that I’ve actually been working on creating 
two new ribbon racks so that I can wear the award whether I’m 
in a service coat or not. It’s an amazing feeling to be nationally 
recognized and I hope that you will continue to support our unit 
in the future.

Thank you again, 
 Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Sydney Sumner

On behalf of myself, MSgt Cook, and the cadets of TX-
20012, many thanks for your participation in our Floresville High 
School Air Force Junior ROTC National Awards Program. Great 
to see Shirley again too!! Michelle really enjoys her company too.

Steven L. Rakel, Lt Col (Ret), USAF
SASI, AFJROTC TX-20012
Floresville High School

On 11 May 2017 the Golden Gate Flight met over lunch at the 
Travis AFB Delta Breeze Club. Election results from the previous 
month’s meeting for the next year of Daedalians officers were 
announced. Lt Col Justin Longmire is the new flight captain for 
5th Flight and was also the speaker. He laid out his vision and 
way forward for the year to come. Flight members shared ideas 
for speakers and program management, the food was delicious, 
and the company was phenomenal. The Golden Gate Flight looks 
forward to a fun filled summer and cannot wait to meet again in a 
few months! (Source: Ryan Workman)

Front row L-R: Mr. Donald Fulton, Mr. Dick Ruddy, Lt Col Justin Longmire, Lt 
Col Jasmine Simms, Mr. William Rawlinson
Back row L-R: Lt Col Daniel Mollis, Capt Brett Boudreaux, Lt Col Cory 
Damon, Mr. Earl Heal, Mr. Savage, Mr. Tom DiGiorgio, Mr. John Takeuchi, Mr. 
Carl Baumann, 1Lt Vince Thiengtrong

39th (Eagle) Flight
Robins AFB, GA

Cadets Landon Bruce of Warner Robins High School, Megan 
Eader of Houston County High & Dustin Magilligan of Veterans 
High recently attended an award presentation as guests of 39th 
Eagle Flight, Order of Daedalians, Robins AFB, GA. They were 
each given scholarship college funding to help them pursue ca-
reers as military pilots. Cadet Eader was also awarded 15 hours of 
flight time for pilot instructor and aircraft time at Perry Air, Perry, 
GA which is intended to motivate her for a career in military avia-
tion. The 39th flight says kudos to these high flyin’ high school 
graduates and aspiring pilots! (Source: Bob Komlo)

Presenting the checks are Lt Cols (retired) Doug Lewis, Award Chairman & Al 
Jewell, 39th flight captain.

54th (Fort Warren) Flight
FE Warren AFB, WY

Fort Warren Flight 
54 awarded the Daedalian 
JROTC Achievement 
Medal to Cadet William 
Alexander, a member of 
the Central High School 
Army JROTC program 
in Cheyenne, WY. The 
award was presented by 
Flt Capt John Mitchell at 
the annual Central High 
Army JROTC Awards 
Ceremony and Military 
Ball on April 8, 2017. Ca-
det Alexander is a leader 
in his JROTC unit, par-
ticipates on the drill team and serves as Color Guard Captain. He 
will be serving as the 2017-2018 Company Commander. (Source: 
Michael Smith)

FLIGHTLINE
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Unmanned? Not Exactly
by Jeff Newman
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This article was published October 17, 2016 and appeared on 
the Naval Aviation News website. It is republished here with per-
mission.

With a name like “unmanned aerial vehicles,” it 
can be hard to remember that UAVs, at least for the 
time being, still depend on human aircrews for their 
safe operation and tasking.

The un-
manned MQ-
4C Triton—the 
U.S. Navy’s new 
persistent, high-
altitude intelli-
gence, surveil-
lance and recon-
naissance (ISR) 
platform—is no 
different, as Air 
Test and Evalu-
ation Squadron 
(VX) 20 pilots 
preparing for the 
aircraft’s opera-
tional debut next 
year can attest.

A Triton’s 
aircrew consists of four members: an air vehicle operator 
(AVO), tactical coordinator (TACCO) and two mission pay-
load operators (MPOs).

Though the Triton’s flight control system technically flies 
the aircraft, it needs to be told where to go. That’s where the 
AVO comes in.

“As the aircraft commander, or the AVO, I’m the ‘pi-
lot’ of the Triton,” said Lt. Cmdr. Tim Beebe, who leads a 
four-person crew as part of VX-20’s Triton program. “I’m 
in charge of safe conduct of the flight from startup to shut-
down, as well as the tactical maneuvering of the aircraft on 
station.”

Meanwhile, the MPOs control the Triton’s radar, elec-
tro-optical/infrared (EO/IR) camera, automatic identifica-
tion system (AIS) receiver, and electronic support measures 

(ESM), a four-sensor suite that allows it to locate, identify 
and track targets across wide swaths of open ocean from 
altitudes reaching 60,000 feet.

“My job is to operate all the equipment that we use to 
track various ships and targets of interest over the water,” 
said Naval Aircrewman Avionics Chief Petty Officer Al 
Lombardo, a Triton MPO on Beebe’s crew. “Triton’s mis-
sion is to find ships and targets of interest, and we’re the 
ones actually using the sensors to collect the data that we 
need.”

Data gathered by 
the MPOs is then re-
layed to the TACCO, 
who “takes the sensor 
information and de-
termines where we’re 
going to go with it,” 
said Lt. Alyssa Wil-
son. “I’m kind of the 
big picture person. I 
get radar tracks, EO/
IR imagery, ESM 
data, and we look at 
it all and we deter-
mine the things that 
we need to push out 
to a strike group or 
disseminate via live 
stream video to the 
rest of the fleet.”

Perhaps what most distinguishes the MQ-4C from pre-
vious ISR platforms is its persistence—because it is con-
trolled remotely, crews can be swapped out before they be-
come fatigued, allowing a single Triton to remain on station 
up to 30 hours without refueling.

“Instead of having to land and swap out an aircrew or 
send up an entirely different plane, we can actually just 
bring in a whole set of crew halfway through a mission and 
have someone else take over from where we were at, so it 
keeps us on station a lot longer than it would in a regular 
manned aircraft,” Lombardo said.

The Triton is designed to work in tandem with the 
manned P-8A Poseidon patrol aircraft, sweeping the seas 
for targets and allowing the P-8 to focus more on its anti-
submarine and anti-surface warfare missions.

The Triton’s mission and crew makeup also closely mir-
ror those of the P-8 and its predecessor, the P-3 Orion, so 
it makes sense that the Navy is currently recruiting its MQ-
4C crews from those platforms. Beebe and his three crew 
members, for instance, all flew P-8s or P-3s prior to joining 
the Triton program.

“For our aircrews, flying Triton is what we call a ‘second 
tour job.’ So they’ll fly a manned aircraft first, fly a P-3 or 
a P-8, and then come here to fly Triton afterwards,” Beebe 
said. “This allows the Navy to bring in someone who’s al-
ready qualified in a naval aircraft and has demonstrated the 
necessary aviation skills to accomplish the mission. Also, 
most Triton aircrew will come directly from flying manned 

As the air vehicle operator, Lt. Cmdr. Tim Beebe leads 
a four-person crew as part of Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron (VX) 20’s MQ-4C Triton program. (U.S. 
Navy photos by Jeff Newman)

Naval Aircrewman Operator Petty Officer 2nd 
Class Adrian Asetre, foreground, works as part 
of a four-member MQ-4C Triton test crew based 
at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md. A mis-
sion payload operator, Asetre is one of two crew 
members who operate the Triton’s suite of four 
sensors. (U.S. Navy photos by Jeff Newman)

An MQ-4C Triton prepares for flight at Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md.  
(U.S. Navy photos by Jeff Newman)



             Daedalian Foundation   39

aircraft in the same operational environment that Triton is 
going to be operating in, so they’re already familiar with the 
objectives and missions of that area of operations.”

“I think the biggest contribution to Triton was our fleet 
experience, just knowing what’s out there, knowing what 
kind of mission sets we do and how we can perform that 
same mission set with this system,” Wilson said.

But while the 
mission and crew 
makeup may be fa-
miliar, flying Tri-
ton from a control 
room is a very dif-
ferent experience 
from flying aboard 
a P-8 or P-3 over 
the Pacific.

“You are not 
physically in the 
aircraft. You are in 
a building operat-
ing while the air-
craft is miles and 
miles away, and 
because of that it 

just feels a bit different and it takes a little bit of time to 
get used to,” said Naval Aircrewman Operator Petty Officer 
2nd Class Adrian Asetre, the second MPO and final member 
of Beebe’s four-person crew.

“The one thing about Triton is that, once it’s in the air, it 
could technically do most of its mission without any pilot 
input. However, that’s not the way we currently utilize it; 
we give it certain commands to allow us to more efficient-
ly and tactically maneuver the aircraft,” Beebe said. “The 
main difference between flying Triton and manned aircraft 
is that with Triton you’re sitting here at what we call ‘one 
G, zero knots,’ but the aircraft you’re controlling is out there 
hurtling through space, usually in the vicinity of other air-
craft, and you’ve got to be aware of that, and respect that, 
at all times.”

Another big difference mentioned by Beebe and his 
crew members is how their situational awareness must be 
informed exclusively through the aircraft’s sensors.

“Not actually being physically on the aircraft, it was a 
new thing for me,” Lombardo said. “You have to trust the 
inputs that your screens are giving you, because you can’t 
physically see anything happening.”

“As a normal pilot, you’re sitting in the aircraft, you’re 
strapped in, you can hear the engine running, you can look 
out the window and see other aircraft-we don’t have any of 
that with Triton, which creates its own set of challenges” 
Beebe said. “A lot of what we do requires us to rely on out-
side sources for our information on the aircraft itself as well 
as the aircraft’s sensors, what they’re telling us the aircraft 
is doing.”

In some ways, those differences have made it difficult 
for the Triton program to recruit pilots, who went to flight 
school intending to fly traditionally manned aircraft, and of-

ten aren’t keen on leaving that thrill behind.
“I think it’s a 

challenge because 
you’re not put-
ting on a G-suit, 
you’re not strap-
ping up and car-
rying your helmet 
out like ‘Top Gun,’ 
so it kind of takes 
a little bit of the 
glamour out of it,” 
Wilson said. “But 
I think the mission 
is so important and 
I think that this is 
the future of the 
Navy, so I think 
you can still do 
what you were trained to do as a TACCO, but you can just 
do it in a different environment and still make an impact on 
the fleet.”

Plus, there are benefits to flying unmanned aircraft. For 
one, “it’s easier to stretch your legs out a bit during long 
missions,” Lombardo said.

Beyond the crew’s comfort, there is also the knowledge 
that they are at the forefront of a groundbreaking platform 
that will change the way the Navy keeps watch over the 
seas.

“Anytime that you can actually help develop something 
that’s going to help the warfighters down range, it’s always 
a good feeling,” Lombardo said. “Years from now, if you 
see something and you know that you actually had a part in 
making it happen, it’s always just a good feeling to have.”

“The P-3 and the P-8 are so established, but for us and 
what we get to do, we’re making history by being some of 
those first people in as the Triton operators,” Wilson said. 
“I think that’s really cool, that we can affect change for the 
concept of operations and for what we’re planning on doing 
with this system, and make a difference because we’re help-
ing that process along.”

“UAVs, they haven’t reached their peak or their full po-
tential, and being part of this community as an operator is 
rewarding, especially when UAVs are the future,” Asetre 
said.

“With its high altitude, its long endurance, and the very 
good sensor suite that it has, we’re going to provide the fleet 
with a level of situational awareness that’s unparalleled cur-
rently, and that’s pretty exciting,” Beebe said. “Triton and 
unmanned aviation as a whole are going to be a large part of 
the future of aviation, and Triton is one of the newest acqui-
sition projects in the Navy, so if you want to be involved in 
some of the newest stuff that’s going on, some of the most 
cutting-edge technology, this is where you want to be.”

Jeff Newman is a staff writer and contributing editor for Naval 
Aviation News.

Lt. Alyssa Wilson, the tactical coordinator on a four-
person crew testing the MQ-4C Triton , determines 
what to do with data collected by the aircraft’s sen-
sors. (U.S. Navy photos by Jeff Newman)

The second MPO, Naval Aircrewman Avionics 
Chief Petty Officer Al Lombardo checks returns 
from an MQ-4C Triton’s sensors. (U.S. Navy photos 
by Jeff Newman)



On 20 April 2017, 
Old Pueblo Flight 12 
received a presenta-
tion on the Vietnam 
War’s Operation Lam 
Son 719, the invasion 
of Laos in 1971. The 
presenter, flight mem-
ber Lt Col Thomas 
Bohan, USAF (Ret), 
was a Forward Air 
Controller flying OV-10 aircraft in that invasion. Bo-
han was a flight commander and ops officer for the 
Hammer FACs flying in support of the South Vietnam 
ground forces (ARVN) conducting that invasion.

Despite the 1954 Geneva Convention Agreement 
delineating Laos as a neutral country and prohibiting 
military activity by the North Vietnamese Army (NVA) 
and U.S. forces, North Vietnam established the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in Laos to move troops and supplies south. 
During President Johnson’s administration, the resup-
ply trail was not effectively addressed due to concern 
that China would more aggressively enter the war. 

Under the Nixon administration a policy of “Viet-
namization,” improving the combat capability of 
the ARVN, was undertaken. In the first two years of 
the Nixon administration some limited success was 
achieved. Nixon and National Security Advisor, Hen-
ry Kissinger, were looking for a more effective way 
to counter the Ho Chi Minh trail. General Abrams, 
head of the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
(MACV) and Pacific Commander Admiral McCain 
developed Lam Son 19, a plan to attack the NVA sup-
ply line along Route 9 from Khe Sanh to Tchepone (a 
major supply point on the trail).

Due to ARVN success in 1970 the plan called for 
only 2 ARVN divisions, armored and airborne. The 
plan had no US ground forces, due to the U.S. Sen-
ate Cooper/Church Amendment that prohibited U.S. 
ground troops from entering Laos or Cambodia. In 
January 1971, South Vietnamese President Thieu and 
President Nixon approved the plan and directed inva-
sion forces to cross the border on 8 February 1971. 

The plan proved flawed - it assumed a 2-1 ARVN 
advantage (actual combat was a 3-1 NVA advantage), 
it ignored seasonal bad weather, allowed LBJ’s 1968 
total bombing halt of the North to continue, and ig-
nored the established NVA sites and big guns (ZPU, 
23, 37, 57 mm). The armored forces starting into Laos 
found almost unusable roads and the UH-1s airlifting 
troops suffered from the anti-aircraft artillery. But by 
12 February, halfway to Tchepone, all units were in the 
Landing Zones (LZ) on schedule. The NVA ordered 

reinforcements from the DMZ North and Ashau to go 
to Route 9 Tchepone. However, from 11-16 February, 
ARVN General Lam ordered all units to halt their ad-
vance and do local search and destroy. General Abrams 
could not get them moving. President Thieu and Gen-
eral Lam developed a new plan going through four 
new LZ’s along the South ridgeline to Tchepone. Early 
on, under the revised plan at Lolo LZ, 44 Huey’s suf-
fered heavy damage, and nine Huey’s were destroyed 
but by the third airlift troops were getting in. Some 
troops from Hope LZ got all the way to Tchepone and 
conducted search and destroy before returning through 
LZs Sophia, Liz and Lolo. Getting out of Lolo became 
extremely difficult with heavy weapons, ground fire 
and NVA T-54 tanks, restricting the extraction airlift. 
Many Huey’s returned to Khe Sanh with some troops 
hanging onto the chopper skids. On 23 March, two 
USAF F-100s stopped a T-54 Tank column that was 
pursuing the retreating ARVN units on Route 9. The 
number 2 F-100 was hit and exploded in midair. On 6 
April Lam Son 719 was officially terminated but many 
ARVN stragglers continued to return for many days.

Lam Son 719 results:
• Did stop the anticipated 1971 NVA Spring Of-

fensive—a major goal.
• Personnel Losses: NVA Army 19,000 KIA / 

ARVN 7,000 KIA or missing / U.S. 176 KIA, 1,040 
wounded, 42 MIA.

• Supply Losses: NVA 20,000 tons of supplies, 
ARVN 2,000 tons.

• U.S. Aircraft Losses: US Army - 107 Helicopters 
destroyed, 600 heavily damaged / USAF - 6 Aircraft / 
USN - 1 aircraft. 

Lt Nguyen, VN Air Force Linguist / Ob-
server and USAF Pilot Tom Bohan

Operation Lam Son 719: The 1971 Invasion of Laos
written by: Jerry Bryant
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The Rescue of Roger Locher
written by: Mike “Alien” Buck

The folliwng is a conversation by two key participants in the 
rescue of Captain Roger Locher from North Vietnam on 2 June 
1972. Brigadier General Dale Stovall piloted the “Low Jolly” Su-
per Jolly Green Helicopter and former Captain Buck Buchanan 
flew as “Sandy 2” in an A1-E Skyraider.

Dale: Let 
me start this by 
saying that all 
of you in the 
Air Force had 
your jobs to 
do; I was hon-
ored to be part 
of our Combat 
Rescue Team. 
We Jolly Greens 
had H-3s and H-
53s. On board 
we had special members, our Pararescuemen (PJs) that we sent 
down to the ground. The Team also had the A-1s to protect us, to 
build a “Sandy Box” about a half-mile square to keep everyone 
out while we hovered, and we had the King Bird, our Airborne 
Command and Control C-130. There were also Forward Air Con-
trollers (FACs) who flew with us on many missions. It was a real 
privilege to do this work; after my first rescue, I realized that I had 
a profound effect on him and his family for the rest of their lives. 
That’s motivational! 

Buck: I was raised in Montana, about 30 miles south of Bill-
ings. I went to Montana State College and graduated in 1965, re-
ceiving my ROTC commission, my diploma, and my wife of 52 
years. I then went to navigator school at Mather AFB in Califor-
nia. I was a navigator for four years, which included 13 months in 
Southeast Asia. While I was at NKP (Nakhon Phanom Air Base in 
Thailand) a couple of “Pedro Pilots” (rescue helicopters) joined 
the Jolly squadron, bringing with them a pet Asian Bear that they 
had been keeping. The bear became the property of the Jollys, 
and Dale, who liked to wrestle with the bear, became the BCO 
(Bear Control Officer). The Douglas A-1 Skyraiders that we flew 
had 2,700 HP radial engines driving an 8-foot propeller. They 
weighed about 13,000 pounds empty, 25,000 maximum. We had 
four 20mm cannons, and carried 800 rounds. We had one 7.62mm 
minigun with 1,500 rounds. Our four rocket pods carried a mix of 
High Explosive Incendiary and white phosphorous marking rock-
ets. We carried Cluster Bombs: four canisters of CBU-25 antiper-
sonnel bombs, and two canisters of CBU-22 smoke generating 
bombs. Two 200 pound white phosphorous bombs were carried 
to mark points on the ground. We carried 800 gallons of fuel that 
allowed us to fly for 6.5 hours. 

Dale: The H-53 carried 12,000 pounds of fuel and had a maxi-
mum weight of 42,000 pounds. An 18-foot refueling boom al-
lowed for inflight refueling. The H-53 had 1,600 pounds of armor 
plating, and the pilots wore 45 pounds of armor. The fully loaded 
H-53 flew at 170 knots, faster than the A-1s. We were flying nine- 
hour missions in Laos. In April of 1972 the US resumed its long-
suspended bombing campaign against North Vietnam. On 10 May 
Major Bob Lodge, pilot, and Roger Locher, his backseater, were 
flying their F-4, callsign Oyster 01, in support of a strike against 
the North. They became embroiled in a big dogfight, downing one 
MiG, but in turn being shot down. We were holding in Laos when 
we heard over the radio “Oyster 01 is down, no chutes, no beep-
ers.” We knew that we had lost an aircraft in North Vietnam, but 
we had nothing to go on. We heard nothing else until 1 June, when 
we were again on orbit, with another helicopter and two A-1s. A 
returning strike flight reported that someone claiming to be Oyster 

01 had contacted them via radio. Our flight headed North to in-
vestigate. Reaching the Red River, we crossed the mountains and 
saw a great amount of anti-aircraft artillery and missile launches 
going on. Our directional finding gear pointed to a large lake for a 
radio signal that we were receiving. MiGs were called out on the 
radio, and I began evasive maneuvers, noting a MiG that flashed 
by around 1,000 yards away. The Jollys were now Bingo Fuel, 
and we had to return to base. 

Buck: We discovered that the survivor was Oyster 01 “Bravo,” 
Roger Locher, whose identity had been preliminarily authenti-
cated by the Sandy Lead, Ron Smith. There was some concern 
that Locher might be operating under duress from captors, having 
been gone for so long. 

Dale: The Commander of 7th Air Force, General John Vogt, 
asked us if Locher could be rescued. The answer was “yes, but.” 
Just eight miles from the rescue location was a MiG airfield with 
73 enemy fighters (at that time the USAF was restricted against 
bombing enemy airfields due to political considerations). Vogt re-
ceived authority to bomb the field, and taking an unprecedented 
risk, asked for volunteers to return the next day on a rescue mis-
sion, the first attempt at a rescue north of the Red River. A total of 
119 aircraft participated in the mission on 2 June while the Navy 
conducted diversionary strikes. 

Buck: The A-1s flew directly to the rendezvous point, 40 
miles southwest of Locher’s position. A planned Fast FAC mis-
sion to more precisely locate Locher had aborted, but Ron Smith 
elected to take the Sandys north anyway and find Locher himself. 
They saw where the strike flight had hit the MiG field at Yen Bai, 
and then they contacted Locher by radio. Smith asked Locher 
two more questions to ensure his identity, then stated “Sounds 
like you’re the guy we’re looking for,” to which Locher replied 
“You’re damned right I am!” Airbursts of 57mm AAA began, and 
Smith called in a flak suppression flight to shut them down. 

Dale: We arrived on scene, and hearing nothing on the radio 
frequency for 20 seconds. I called “Sandy, where in the hell are 
you?” After we made visual contact, Sandy 1 told us Jollys to hold 
while the Sandys pinpointed Locher. 

Buck: I spotted Locher’s mirror flash, and told him to pop 
his smoke signal. Smith called for the Jollys and other Sandys to 
come in. 

Dale: Locher was a “motivated survivor” and behind the 
smoke screen laid down by the Sandys the pickup took less than 
90 seconds. My mother had sent me a tin can of cookies, so we 
gave that to Roger. He told me later that he stuffed the cookies 
into his pockets just in case we went down again. The only other 
thing that Locher asked for was a cigarette! We Jollys planned to 
recover to Udorn, Locher’s home air base; the Sandys wanted to 
as well, but were ordered to recover to NKP. My wingman was 
thinking that day; he declared an emergency, and requested a San-
dy escort to Udorm so that the Sandys could participate in the big 
celebration upon landing! 

A Jolly Green escorted by two 
Sandys Capt Roger Locher after his rescue

General Dale Stovall and Capt Buck Buchanan
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Navy Lt. Guy Bordelon flying an F4U-5N Corsair, be-
came the war’s only non-jet ace, scoring at night against 
North Korean fabric covered training planes used to harass 
U.S. Forces with late night air raids. 

It was just after midnight at Kimpo Air Base, South Ko-
rea (designated K-14 by the United Nations Command) 
when the action began. It was January 1953, and the weath-
er was beastly cold, but clear. The 4th Fighter Group duty 
officer was half asleep when he received a telephone call 
from the sergeant manning the K-14 Ground Controlled Ap-
proach (GCA) radar unit: “Lieutenant, I have a blip on my 
radar screen that looks like some kind of airplane; but radar 
hill’ doesn’t see it!” Radar hill” was a large radar facility 
located about a mile north of Kimpo Air Base, that served 
as both an approach control and air defense early warning 
facility. 

The GCA radar was a more limited system, used to guide 
airplanes to a safe landing in bad weather and at night. The 
4th Fighter Group instruction book specifically stated that 
only radar hill could declare an air raid. 

Suddenly there was an explosion nearby on the airfield. 
Yet radar hill still had nothing showing on their radar scopes. 
Then, it happened again – this time the explosion was very 
near the 4th Fighter Group operations center. With that the 
duty officer ignored the instructions and grabbed the siren’s 
toggle and began sounding the alarm. Although radar hill 
still didn’t show an aircraft, following yet a third explosion 
the anti-aircraft batteries positioned around K-14 began fir-
ing their quad-fifty anti-aircraft guns like the enemy was at 
the base’s main gate.

The GIs based there had named the nighttime visits by 
North Korean training airplanes Bedcheck Charlie, as they 
typically arrived singly and just after bed time, usually 
dropping mortars or hand-grenades to harass the personnel 
based there. Their visits had become so routine they were 
studiously ignored by the Kimpo based fighter pilots. 

There were two types of aircraft used in these harass-
ment raids. The small bi-wing Polikarpov PO-2s were a 
mainstay. Constructed of wood and fabric, they were only 
mildly detectable by radar. However the North Koreans had 
added the Yak-18A, a faster two-placed training airplane. 
With a 160 hp radial engine and retractable landing gear, 

this tandem-seat trainer had a speed comparable to our T-6 
trainers. With bomb racks installed on the wing center sec-
tion, and a back seat crewmember equipped with a small 
caliber aft-firing machine gun, it was both faster than the 
PO-2, and with more metal parts, more detectable by radar.

Background
These night harassment operations were conducted from 

a small field very near the Panmunjom truce village. And 
like their Russian counterparts in World War II, the North 
Korean pilots were predominately women. While their visits 
were generally considered a nuisance, on the summer night 
of June 29, 1953, they not only caused notable damage at 
K-14, but significant damage to the jet fuel storage tanks 
at nearby Inchon Harbor. But their success that night was 
short-lived; because it was also the first night they would 
encounter Navy Lieutenant Guy Bordelon in his F4U-5N 
Corsair. 

It was Bedcheck Charlie alright; and that night using ei-
ther hand-grenades or mortar rounds, the armament quonset 
of the 334th FIS was heavily damaged along with a personal 
equipment quonset belonging to the 67th Tactical Recon-
naissance Wing on the west side of the field. 

Simultaneously, another of the small trainers - in this 
case a Yak-18A - managed to hit the massive POL (jet fuel) 
storage tanks at nearby Inchon Harbor, igniting 5.5 million 
gallons of jet fuel. From nearby K-14, the fire and smoke 
from the burning fuel tanks was visible for three days. 

Airbase Defense
Several counter-measures had been attempted to thwart 

these night harassment air raids. An Air Force jet powered 
F-94B Starfire had proved too fast - one colliding with the 
slower aircraft, killing the fighter’s two crewmembers. 
At Kimpo Air Base a T-6 trainer was equipped with wing 
mounted .30 caliber machine gun pods. Manned by the base 
operations officer it began sitting alert at sunset. Although 
scrambled a couple 
of times, for some 
reason he never 
made a successful 
contact. 

Sometime in June 
1953 a blue-black 
Navy F4U-5N Cor-
sair, with a large 
wing pod contain-
ing a radar antenna, 
began replacing the 
Sabrejets of the 4th 
Fighter Interceptor 
Wing at sunset on the strip-alert pad. The Corsair was from 
a detachment aboard the USS Princeton (CVA-37), but tem-
porarily deployed to the Marine’s K-3 Air Base (Pohang-
dong) in southern South Korea. 

Then, on June 29, at around 2300 hours (11:00 PM), 
the air raid siren went off. Quickly, a cadre of fighter pilots 
swarmed a nearby anti-aircraft gun emplacement to monitor 
the action they hoped would follow. Meanwhile, the Corsair 
pilot was already airborne and searching for Charlie with 

The Navy’s Korean War Corsair Ace 
By John Lowery

Photo 4-3, F4U-5N, VMFN-513, Wonsan (1950)

42   Daedalus Flyer Spring & Summer 2017



his radar. Over the anti-aircraft gunner’s radio speaker the 
assembled group heard the Army’s command center say, 
“ALL GUNS: HOLD YOUR FIRE! HOLD YOUR FIRE!”

Meanwhile, unbeknownst to the assembled group, the 
radar controller was vectoring the Corsair directly across 
K-14 to intercept Bedcheck Charlie, which they had spotted 

on the northeast side 
of the field. 

With search-
lights flooding the 
sky a dark shape 
emerged from the 
southwest, headed 
directly over the air 
base. Unaware of 
the arrangements 
made with the Cor-
sair pilot, the fighter 

pilots began yelling, KILL HIM! KILL HIM!” With that, 
the corporal manning the anti-aircraft gun opened fire. He 
was quickly joined by one, then two, and finally, the base’s 
entire anti-aircraft defense network. Like a lethal 4th of July 
fireworks display, the sky was ablaze with the gunfire. But 
miraculously, the Corsair was not hit and the pilot simply 
continued with his intercept mission. 

The Navy Corsair pilot who had been sitting alert at 
K-14 was Lieutenant Guy Bordelon. Once scrambled, his 
aircraft was being controlled by a Marine radar operator 
based at K-16, Pyongtaek. The controller quickly vectored 
him onto the intruder’s tail, which Bordelon identified as a 
Yak-18. As he closed, the Yak-18’s rear-seat gunner opened 
fire with his antiquated light caliber machine gun. With that, 
Lt Bordelon’s promptly blew it out of the sky with his four 
20mm cannons. 

Almost as soon as he reported the kill, the controller vec-
tored him to yet another Yak-18. 

As he approached, the Yak’s rear gunner also opened 
fire. Again, Bordelon opened up with his four cannons and 
blew it to pieces – “watching as large burning pieces fell to 
the ground.” (Sherman, Stephen, “Lt Guy Bordelon,” Ace-
pilots.com/korea. March 2000.) 

The next night, June 30, Lt Bordelon scored once again. 
This time he was flying patrol north of Inchon when the 
radar controller vectored him onto some unknown targets. 
The radar vectors placed him behind intruders which he 
identified as La-11, Lavochin piston-engine fighters, flying 
in loose trail formation. Once cleared to fire he pulled up on 
the rear aircraft and fired two short bursts. The aircraft began 
to burn, then 
dived straight 
into the 
ground. The 
lead fighter 
tried to fol-
low the burn-
ing aircraft 
but Borde-
lon closed to 
point-blank 
range and 
fired on it 
too. The enemy leader tried evasive maneuvers then started 
to climb, whereupon Bordelon fired another short burst and 
the aircraft exploded. (Hammel, Eric, “Aces at War, Vol. 4”) 

With credit for four kills, a little over two weeks later, 
on the night of July16th, Lt Bordelon scored his fifth aerial 
victory. The radar controller had vectored him onto a fast 
moving target and once in range, he could see the distinctive 
flame pattern from the exhaust of an La-11. Apparently the 
enemy was now monitoring Bordelon’s frequency, because 
upon receiving permission to fire, the pilot of the La-11 be-
gan violent evasive maneuvering. Bordelon followed him 
through anti-aircraft fire from the ground, then fired a long 
burst, whereupon the La-11 exploded like a bomb. (Sher-
man, 2000) 

With an unprecedented four kills in two nights, and a 
fifth about two weeks later, Lt Guy Bordelon had become 
the only propeller and night ace of the Korean war. 

 Sometime later, during a party at K-3, Bordelon became 
friends with an Air Force Lieutenant - an F-86 Sabrejet pilot 
from the 4th Fighter Interceptor Wing. The Lieutenant had 
been assigned temporary duty to the Marine base. He was 
also a recent Naval Academy graduate, but upon graduation 
he had chosen an Air Force career. Since he had only flown 
jets in the Air Force, over drinks at the officers’ club he had 
talked Bordelon into flying his World War II prop Corsair. 
And Bordelon had quickly agreed. 

Because their unit had experienced several takeoff ac-

cidents due to pilots failing to counteract the strong left-
hand torque produced by the Corsair’s powerful recipro-
cating engine and large propeller, next morning Bordelon 
briefed him thoroughly on his aircraft’s characteristics. He 
especially emphasized the necessity of using lots of right 
rudder on takeoff to counteract the strong left-hand propel-
ler and engine torque. Dutifully, the Lieutenant cranked 
up the ship’s engine, and with everyone watching began 
takeoff-roll in Lt Bordelon’s Corsair. But unfortunately, he 
over-compensated for torque and ground-looped the aircraft 
to the right. Although the Air Force Lieutenant was only 
slightly injured, the historic aircraft was destroyed. Later, 
at fighter aces’ conventions, Bordelon enjoyed telling the 
story of the Air Force fighter pilot who wrecked his historic 
Corsair. 

Sadly, on December 19, 2002, Commander Guy Borde-
lon, USN (Ret), the Navy’s one and only prop and night 
ace of the Korean War, died of natural causes. But his spec-
tacular record in combat in Korea will remain forever in the 
history books. 

Photo 4-2, Po-2_Andrey Zhirnov collection

Polikarpov PO-2, aka Bedcheck Charlie

Lt. Bordelon with his aircraft maintenance team.
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New/Rejoining Daedalians
February - May 2017

1st Lt Maxwell Adler, USAF
COL Richard H. Agosta, USA (Ret)
Maj Timothy D. Anderson, USAF
Capt Marc C. Anderson, USAFR

Col E. West Anderson, USAF (Ret)
Col George W. Attebery, USMC (Ret)

Maj Greg Auerbach, USAF
2d Lt Carly Auger, USAF

2d Lt Taylor J. Ausbun, USAF
Lt Col Romeo T. Bachand, Jr., USAF (Ret)

Capt Nicholas Barrett, USAF
Maj Andrew T. Baydala, USAF
Capt Brandon Belcher, USAFR
2d Lt Natasha Boozell, ANG

1st Lt Alexander Boules, USAF
Lt Col Peter Brambir, USAF (Ret)
LTC Milton E. Brown, USA (Ret)

Lt Col Timothy O. Buchanan, USAF
2d Lt Matthew Cale, USAF
2d Lt Roy Calilung, USAF
LCDR Jack Callahan, USN

2d Lt Rogelio Castaneda, Jr., USAF
Lt Col Sean A. Celi, USAF

Lt Col John S. Chiasson, USAF (Ret)
2d Lt Ryan Combelic, USAF
Col Terry L. Coolidge, USAF

2d Lt Steven Cox, USAF
Lt Col Robert T. Crick, USAF (Ret)

Capt Nick DeBarmore, USAF
2d Lt David DeGroat, USAF
2d Lt Ryan Denhard, USAF

CAPT J. Michael Denkler, USN (Ret)
Capt Alexander W. Denton, USAF

2d Lt Michael DeSandre, USAF
2d Lt Kyle Dinser, ANG

2d Lt Mitch Dobson, USAF
Capt Kevin Donovan, USAF
Maj Cristov Dosev, USMC

Col William H. Doyle, PhD, USAF (Ret)
2d Lt Cody Draeving, USAF

2d Lt Michael Dunlap, USAF
1st Lt Shane Dunn, ANG

2d Lt Christopher Evelyn, USAF
Dr. Douglas S. Files, MD, CIV

2d Lt Dylan Flynn, USAF
LCDR Patrick C. Fulgham, USN (Ret)

2d Lt Scyler Gale, ANG
Capt Christopher Gerhardstein, USAF
Maj Gen Daniel J. Gibson, USAF (Ret)

Maj Daniel L. Gill, II, USAF (Ret)
2d Lt Molly Gilroy, USAF

Capt Joseph Goode, USAFR
2d Lt John Goudelock, USAF

2d Lt Jay Graham, USAF
2d Lt Gregory Gutkin, USAF
Maj Adam A. Hafez, USAF

Lt Col Tucker R. Hamilton, USAF
1st Lt Cody Hancock, USAF

Maj Michael J. Hardwick, USAF
COL Kenneth C. Henson, Jr., USA

Lt Col Joseph M. Heyser, USAF (Ret)
Maj Shaun Hoeltje, USAF
Lt Col Roy Houchin, USAF

CW4 Albert J. Houser, III, USA (Ret)
Lt Col Michael R. Humberd, USMC (Ret)

Maj Matthew A. Humphrey, USAF
Maj Tenaya G. Humphrey, USAF

Lt Col Robert F. Hutzel, USAF (Ret)
Col Mark A. Jablow USAF
2d Lt Robert Jacobs, ANG

1st Lt Timothy Jaronik, USAF
2d Lt Jonathan Javier, USAF
2d Lt Jantz Johnson, USAF

Capt Christopher Johnston, USAF
2d Lt Trey Jones, USAFR

2d Lt Alexander Kenney, USAF
LT Charles W. Kerber, MD, USN (Ret)

Capt Michael Kieffaber, USAF
2d Lt Johnny King, USAF

Col Anthony J. Kisik, USAF (Ret)
2d Lt Caitlin Koonz, USAF
Capt Daniel Kulp, USAF

Col Thomas E. Larson, USAF (Rety)
LCDR Matthew H. Laughlin, USCG (Ret)

2d Lt Jonathan Lee, USAF
Lt Col Joseph R. Lehman, USMC (Ret)

2d Lt Justin Linder, USAF
Col Dennis Littrell, USAF (Ret)

2d Lt Joe Lolli, USAF
Capt Mark S. Lombardo, USMC

CW4 William C. MacIntire, USA (Ret)
Lt Col Michael Maeder, USAF

MAJ Edwin Maldonado, USA (Ret)
2d Lt Travis Mallory, USAF

Maj Allen S. Mansfield, USAF (Ret)
Dr. Col Roy C. Mathews, USAF (Ret)

Maj Timothy J. May, USAF
CAPT Lonny K. McClung, USN (Ret)

2d Lt John McGee, USAF
2d Lt Caleb Mclellan, USAF

2d Lt Christopher McNerney, USAF
Capt Teresa L. Micotto, USAF

Dr. Lt Col Ryan G. K. Mihata, USAF
2d Lt Andrew Miller, USAF

Col Rolland W. Moore, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Lt Col William M. Moran, Jr., USAF (Ret)

1st Lt Stefan P. Morell, USAF
Capt Conor P. Murphy, USAF

LCDR Douglas T. Muzik, USNR (Ret)
2d Lt Tyler Newport, USAF
Capt James R. Nichol, USAF

Capt Michael L. OConnor, USN (Ret)

Welcome!

2d Lt Benjamin Pagano, USAF
Maj Travis L. Patterson, USMC

LT David J. Piontek, USN
2d Lt Matthew Pitts, ANG

Lt Col Gregory J. Preisser, USAF
2d Lt Andrew Reese, USAF
Capt Max Robidoux, USAF
Capt Don P. Roney, ANG

Capt Matthew D. Rouleau, USAF
CAPT Howard F. Rundell, Jr., USN

2d Lt Zachary Rutledge, USAF
Maj Matthew J. Samson, USMC

Capt Solomon Saul, USAF
2d Lt David Saunders, USAF

Maj Kenneth F. Schanke, USAF (Ret)
Col Roger K. Schmitt, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Mark E. Schwan, USMC (Ret)
1st Lt Ben Scott, USAF

LTC Darryl T. Shamblin, USA (Ret)
Mr. Michael H. Sheuerman, CIV

Col Joseph D. Shriber, USAF (Ret)
2d Lt Scott Shuman, USAF
1st Lt Ryan A. Smith, USAF

2d Lt Matthew R. Spretnjak, USAF
Lt Col Howell D. Steadman, USAF (Ret)

Maj Philip H. Stephens, USAF
Capt Steven Stockl, USAFR
2d Lt Hunter Striegel, ANG

COL Theodore M. Stults, II, ARNG (Ret)
Capt Brandon Telken, USAF

2d Lt Viktor Theiss, USAF
1st Lt Elizabeth Tiffany, USAF
1st Lt Douglas P. Tiffany, USAF
2d Lt Troy Timmerman, USAF

2d Lt Alexander Trembly, USAF
Lt Col Charles M. Trickey, USAF

2d Lt Matthew Van Velzer, USAF
Maj Gen Glen D. VanHerck, USAF
2d Lt Matthew Villanueva, USAF
MAJ Dane A. Vranish, USA (Ret)

Lt Col Thomas R. Waldron, USAF (Ret)
Maj Adam D. Walker, USAF

Capt Vernon J. Waltman, USAF
LT Justin P. Waskey, USN

2d Lt Quincy Watts, USAF
Lt Col Richard Weir, USAF (Ret)

1st Lt Jordan Wiggins, USAF
2d Lt Sean Williams, USAF

Maj Graham C. Wiliford, USAFR
2d Lt Joseph Wioncek, USAF

Lt Col James M. Winning, III, USAF
1st Lt Lamont A. Wood, USAF

Capt Daniel R. Workman, USAF
1st Lt Sean Zarsky, USAF

Lt Col Christopher G. Zeppos, USAFR
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Dr. John Barker 
Lt Col David D. Chestnut Sr., USAF (Ret)

ADM Dale M. Doorly, USN (Ret)
CDR Thomas R. Dussman, USN (Ret)

Col David W. Fey Jr., USAF (Ret)
Maj Mark S. Giglio, USAF (Ret)

Maj Daniel J. Gregory, USAF (Ret)
Maj John A. Hall, USAF (Ret)

Brig Gen R. G. Head, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Gerald L. Homewood, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Richard L. Jones, USAF (Ret)
Col Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Christopher L. Maurer, USAF Col 
Kenneth R. McCormick, USAF (Ret)

Col Edward H. Parker Jr., USAF (Ret)
CW4 Edward K. Quick, USAR (Ret)

Lt Gen Richard V. Reynolds, USAF (Ret)
CDR Gary L. Rezeau, USN (Ret)
Col William E. Rial, USAF (Ret)

Col Robert A. Rohlfing, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Howard F. Rundell Jr., USN 

Col Robert T. Shellenberger Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col Kyle F. Taylor, USAF

Lt Col Stephen Tourangeau, USAF (Ret)Col 
Leonard J. Trovero Jr., USAF (Ret)

Ms. Diane Warren 

The following contributors have given donations which raised them to the next level. A complete list of Eagle Wing donors may be 
found on the Daedalian website.

Maj James C. Buehrig, USAF (Ret) 
Lt Col John J. Capobianco, USAF (Ret) 
Maj Gen Lee A. Downer, USAF (Ret) 

Col John J. Elliff, USAF (Ret) 
Dr. Richard P. Hallion 

Col Harlan C. Hobbs, USAF (Ret) 

Col John E. Kittelson, USAF (Ret) 
Lt Col Charles W. Ryerson, USAF (Ret) 

Maj Bill Skroch, USAF (Ret) 
Col Dean F. Vikan, USAF (Ret) 

Col Carl D. Wall, Jr., USAF (Ret) 

THE EAGLE WING

The Daedalian Foundation is grateful for all our donors who contribute to this worthy cause which seeks to assist in filling military cockpits with well motivated and trained aviators.
$20,000+ Ace of Aces -- $15,000+ Triple Ace -- $10,000+ Double Ace -- $5,000+ Ace

 $2,000+ Wing Commander Exemplar -- $1,000+ Wing Commander -- $750+ Squadron Commander -- $500+ Flight Leader -- $250+ Element Leader -- $100+ Pilot
Mail your gift to: The Daedalian Foundation, ATTN: Eagle Wing, P. O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, Texas, 78150-0249. Make checks payable to “The Daedalian Foundation.”

Col Richard A. Barazzotto, USAFR 
Maj Garrett L. Clark, USAF (Ret)

Col Stan T. Duvall, USAF
Col Timothy A. Gosnell, USAF

Col O. Thomas Hansen, USAF (Ret)
Col Walter H. Leach, USAF (Ret)
Col Howard J. Rice, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Steve C. White, USN (Ret) 

DOUBLE ACE
Maj Gen Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)

MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

Lt Col James W. Brown, III, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Michael A. Buck, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)

Maj Cletus A. Dinkel, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.

Lt Col Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)

Brig Gen Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)
Col Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Dennis A. Leuthauser, USAF (Ret)
Col Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)

Col Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Malcolm Rountree, USAF (Ret)

Col David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Ray B. Sitton, USAF (Ret)

Maj Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)

Col William R. Stewart, Jr., USAF (Ret)

ACE

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS

TRIPLE ACE

Col James Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

ACE OF ACES
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges

Mr. Laird Leavoy

Mrs. Maureen DeFelice 
Col Frederick J. Foster, USAF (Ret) 

Maj Karen A. Gallagher, USAF 
Col Jack H. Harper Jr., USAF (Ret) 

Maj Stewart H. Jaehnig, USAF (Ret) 
Col Stephen M. Keen, USAFR 

MG Carl H. McNair Jr., USA (Ret) 
Lt Col Kathryn A. Staiger, USAF (Ret) 
Lt Col Eldon K. Turner, USAF (Ret) 

WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR SQUADRON COMMANDER

FLIGHT LEADER

ELEMENT LEADER

PILOT

Col Gail M. Edwards, USAF (Ret) 
Col Ronald R. Ellis, USAF (Ret) 

Col Ellis B. McClintick, USAF (Ret) 
Maj John W. Reed, USAF (Ret) 

Col Daniel E. Sowada, USAF (Ret)

WING COMMANDER
Col Oscar Bayer, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Lawrence P. Bush, USAF (Ret)
Col William R. Liggett, USAF (Ret)
Col John C. Marshall, USAF (Ret)

Lt Gen Douglas H. Owens, USAF (Ret)

Maj Gen Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret)

Lt Col Michael Adam Buck, USAF (Ret)
Mrs. Maureen DeFelice

Brig Gen Frank Goodell, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Laird Leavoy

Col Peter E. Miner, USAF (Ret)

Maj Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)
Col Gary R. Walston, ANG (Ret)

Lt Col Karl A. Wheeler, USAF (Ret)
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IN MEMORIAM
Col Arthur E. Aenchbacher, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Eugene M. Anderson
Col Kermit W. Andrus, USMC (Ret)

Col Robert A. Ator, USAF (Ret)
Maj James R. Beisel, USAF (Ret)

Mr. Alfred H. Bennett
Lt Col Arthur W. Blackwood, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Jack L. Bowman, USAF (Ret)
Col William H. Breeze, USAF (Ret)

Col Frederick L. Breitinger, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Robert B. Bristol, USN (Ret)

Lt Col John F. Buddi, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col Watson D. Burnfield, USAF (Ret)

LTC James C. Carlin, USA (Ret)
Brig Gen Harold E. Confer, USAF (Ret)

Col James R. Cumberpatch, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Bill Driver, USAF (Ret)

Col Robert A. Fromm, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Gayle B. Gardner, USAF (Ret)

Col Floyd J. Geiger, USAF (Ret)
Col Paul K. German, USMC (Ret)

Col Nathan S. Goldberg, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Virgil I. Grissom, USAF

Col Paul R. Hammock, USAF (Ret)
Col Charles W. Hardie, USAF (Ret)

Col John R. Harris, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Frank E. Harris, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Herbert M. Hazzard, USAF (Ret)
Maj David I. Holland, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col James R. Jenkins, USAF (Ret)
Col James D. Johnston, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col James J. Karch, USAF (Ret)

Col Clay O. Keen, ANG (Ret)
Lt Col William V. Keenan, Jr., USAF (Ret)

Gen William L. Kirk, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Allen H. Knisley

Col Thomas B. Krieger, USAF (Ret)
Col Herbert W. Ladd, Jr., USAF (Ret)
Col Richmond N. Long, USAF (Ret)

Col Stuart E. MacTaggart, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert O. McCartan, USAF (Ret)
Maj Artie S. McDowell, USAF (Ret)

Maj Gen Edward A. McGough, III, USAF (Ret)
Brig Gen Linda K. McTague, ANG (Ret)

Lt Col Alan D. Milacek, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col John C. Morrison, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Richard S. Moseley, USAF (Ret)
Col Jacques C. Naviaux, USMCR (Ret)
Lt Col William M. Nichols, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Alton B. Parker, USAF (Ret)
Col Clarence S. Parker, USAF (Ret)
Maj Gen Don H. Payne, USAF Ret)
Lt Col Robert D. Poff, USAF (Ret)

Maj Paul L. Rader, USAF (Ret)
Col William H. Ramsey, USAF (Ret)

Maj Nicholas R. Ranone, USAF (Ret)
Col Henry P. Rettinger, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Peter D. Sacco, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Louis L. Sadler, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Robert L. Shaw, USAFR (Ret)
Maj James T. Smith, USMC (Ret)

Col Leon M. Tannenbaum, USAF (Ret)
Col Russell D. Terpening, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Earl W. Von Kaenel, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Kenneth A. Ward, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Carl R. Webb, USAF (Ret)
Col John F. Welch, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Bernell A. Whitaker, USAF (Ret)
Col Billy F. Williams, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col Robert F. Williamson, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Roy N. Winkler, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col William R. Wiseman, USAF (Ret)

Headquarters received notification of the following Daedalians who have taken their final flight. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with their families and friends.

Oh! I have slipped the surly bonds of Earth,
And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;

Sunward I’ve climbed, and joined the tumbling mirth
Of sun-split clouds, --and done a hundred things

You have not dreamed of --Wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hovering there

I’ve chased the shouting wind along, and flung

My eager craft through footless halls of air.
Up, up the long, delirious, burning blue

I’ve topped the wind-swept heights with easy grace
Where never lark or even eagle flew --

And, while with silent lifting mind I’ve trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God.

High Flight 
by John Gillespie Magee, Jr.
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MEMBERS: Flight e-mail addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!

FLIGHTS: Please check your e-mail address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-0249, or telephone 
(210) 945-2111 or E-MAIL: membership@daedalians.org. 

ADDRESSES

4th (NAT’L CAPITAL) 
15th (MINUTEMAN) 
42nd (FIRST STATE) 
43rd (GARDEN STATE) 
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
25th (SUNCOAST)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS) 

10th (POLAR)
11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS 
 SKYHAWKS)

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
 A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)

jonlmartinson@cs.com
cbhma@me.com
robert.drye.2@us.af.mil
gardenstateflight@gmail.com
curtislg@fairpoint.net 

foundersflight@gmail.com
garyb47@garrettc.com
PO Box 10001..............................................................Goldsboro, NC 27532
junruh1@cox.net 
suncoastdaedalians@gmail.com
P O Box 65796..........................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665 
atjewell@mindspring.com
jfoster@flygpt.com
harleyhpopeflight48@gmail.com
timothyaoliver@bellsouth.net; mohairr@bellsouth.net
redunbar@cox.net
70thflt@gmail.com
danny.montplaisir@gmail.com
droach@sc.rr.com
skip.sanders@us.af.mil
silverwingsflight100@gmail.com
wrightbj@bellsouth.net

PolarFlight10@yahoo.com
falconflight11@gmail.com
wwise364@comcast.net; jeffroy46@comcast.net
goodellwf@comcast.net
cascadeflight@gmail.com
pminersprint@msn.com
fcbum@aol.com; henrybishop@earthlink.net
daedalian.flt54@gmail.com
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way.......................Boise, ID 83709
7025 Goddard Dr.............................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive........Bozeman, MT 59715

travisdaedalians@outlook.com
dvdbock@verizon.net
OldPueblo12@gmail.com
rich@wild-blue-yonder.com
fharsany@comcast.net
arnichols10@gmail.com

FlightCaptainSierra27@aol.com
30flightadjutant@sbcglobal.net 

33rd (THUNDERBIRD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)
56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON) 

 

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY) 
60th (FLYING TIGER)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP) 
103rd (FORT HOOD)

19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

28th (ALOHA)

Virtual Flight

TBirdFlt33@att.net 
larryking381@comcast.net 
PO Box 1465..........................................................Wheatlland, CA 95692
PO Box 424........................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
skif16@yahoo.com
patretta@wbhsi.cm
Col Michael Connolly, 3513 Lew Wallace Dr.............Clovis, NM 88101

flt9membership@gmail.com
homarice@gmail.com
lemayflight16@gmail.com
john.almind1@us.af.mil 
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE...Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134................................................ Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon......................................................Wichita. KS 67226 

 

stinsons.flight@gmail.com
23flight@gmail.com
texomaflight@gmail.com 
rbutler456@aol.com
daedalianartravelers@gmail.com
WilePostFlight46@cox.net
chennaultflight@gmail.com
4501 62nd St..................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414 
Lt Col Scott Allison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307...Laughlin AFB, TX 78840 
c/o Lt Col Tom Gallagher, 5920 Peppertree Dr...Alexandria, LA 71303
PO Box 277......................................................................Altus, OK 73522
c/o Mark Dribell. 1204 S. Haven.................................Hewitt, TX 76643
P O Box 9012............................................... ....................Enid, OK 73705 
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane..........Harker Heights, TX 76548

 
 

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012
 

 
rsvpdaedalus@gmail.com

communications@daedalians.org

NORTH EAST

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST

PACIFIC
SOUTH WEST

NORTH WEST

SOUTH EAST

I survived because the fire inside me burned 
brighter than the fire around me.

extramadness.com
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