Daedalus
flyer

Nation Above
Self

Fall 2016

CONTENTS
Summer 2016, Vol. LVII No.2

DEPARTMENTS

FEATURES

04

05

Newsbeat

06

Commander’s Perspective

08

Adjutant’s Column

09

Book Reviews

11

Awards

24

Daedalian Citation of Honor

07

The Tenets of a Daedalian in Action
Jerry Allen

10

Get To Know Frank Kapp
Maureen DeFelice

22

2017 National Convention

Flightline

40

New/Rejoining Daedalians

Cover page artwork by Colonel Rock Roszak

41

Eagle Wing/Reunions

(Article on page 4)

42

In Memoriam

43

Flight Addresses

THE ORDER OF DAEDALIANS was organized on 26 March 1934 by a representative group of American World War I pilots to perpetuate the spirit of patriotism, the love of country, and the
high ideals of sacrifice which place service to nation above personal safety or position. The Order is dedicated to: insuring that America will always be preeminent in air and space—the encouragement of flight safety—fostering an esprit de corps in the military air forces—promoting the adoption of military service as a career—and aiding deserving young individuals in specialized higher
education through the establishment of scholarships.
THE DAEDALIAN FOUNDATION was incorporated in 1959 as a non-profit organization to carry on activities in furtherance of the ideals and purposes of the Order. The Foundation publishes
the Daedalus Flyer and sponsors the Daedalian Scholarship Program. The Foundation is a GuideStar Exchange member. The Scholarship Program recognizes scholars who indicate a desire to
become military pilots and pursue a career in the military. Other scholarships are presented to younger individuals interested in aviation but not enrolled in college. Voluntary contributions to the
Foundation are used for these purposes.
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP in the Order of Daedalians is limited to: (1) Founder Members—those individuals of the Armed Services of the United States who held a commission and a rating of
heavier-than-air pilot prior to November 1, 1918 (the last Founder Member made his last flight in 2003); (2) Named Members—a commissioned military officer in any component of the United
States Armed Forces who is a pilot, , warrant officer, women Air Force Service Pilot (WASP), navigator, combat systems officer (CSO), naval flight officer (NFO), air battle manager (ABM), remotely
piloted aircraft (RPA) pilot or flight surgeon of heavier than air powered aircraft or astronaut and is accepted as a member to perpetuate the membership of a Founder Member and are eligible for
membership in the Daedalians; (3) Hereditary Members—the descendants of Founder Members; (4) Honorary Members—A distinguished person not otherwise eligible for membership.

Daedalus Flyer, (ISSN 10832831) the official Daedalian journal, is published quarterly by the
Daedalian Foundation, 55 Main Circle, Building #676, Randolph AFB TX 78148-0249.
All rights reserved. For reprints, contact the editor.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to the Order of Daedalians
P. O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, TX 78148-0249
or membership@daedalians.org
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NEWSBEAT
We Thank Our Sponsors

Nation Before Self
World War II
Daedalian Easley Smith is one of the hundreds of thousands of members of the Greatest Generation who put nation before
self during World War II. At age 19, Easley enlisted in the Army with the goal of becoming an Air Corps pilot. He earned
his wings and was commissioned in April of 1944.
Lieutenant Smith and his crew trained in the B-24 and were sent to Italy. Their
bombardier stayed in the States for more training, as only lead and deputy-lead
B-24 crews were flying in combat with bombardiers. B-24 missions were flown
in visual formation, and ships flying on the wing opened the weapons bay doors
and dropped the bombs by watching the bomb bay of the leader. One day Easley’s commander flew in the rear of the formation and commented in the postmission debriefing that the formation had been too loose. The mission leader
replied “Well sir, Easley was on my wing, and he was tucked in so tightly that I
figured he must be using my flight instruments.” It is ironic - - and tragic - - that
Easley and his crew completed their combat tours without a scratch, while their
Lieutenant Easley Smith, center, with his crew being
bombardier
died in a training accident in the
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross while stationed with the 450th Heavy Bombardment Group
USA. Easley’s crew encountered plenty of
in Manduria, Italy.
anti-aircraft fire and landed with significant
combat damage several times. The missions over Germany were always life-threatening.
Easley said “You often wondered at sunrise in how many pieces, and where you would
be, at sunset.”
When Easley completed 25 missions he was ordered to return to the States to train in
the B-29. Easley took leave prior to reporting to his training base and he got home from
the war before his 21st birthday. Easley never did train in the B-29, as combat in Europe
ended. Easley jokes that for a few months prior to discharge his duty was to supervise
100-hour inspections on the B-29, despite the fact that he had never flown the aircraft.
When Easley is congratulated on putting Nation before self, he modestly replies “That
was just what we did back then. We did what we had to do.” Mankind is indebted to all
who have served so selflessly to defend our nation. (Source: Jerry Allen)
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Lt. Easley Smith peers out of his office in
Rocky, his B-24H.

CITATION OF HONOR RECIPIENTS:

Burt Rutan and Jeana Yeager

In August of 1987, General John Roberts presented the Daedalian Citation of Honor to Burt Rutan and Jeana
Yeager in recognition of the first unrefueled nonstop flight around the world. The aircraft that made this remarkable journey was designed and constructed by Burt Rutan and flown by his brother Dick and Ms. Yeager.
Dick Rutan, a Vietnam F-100 Misty FAC, renowned test pilot, and Daedalian, was presented the Distinguished
Achievement Award by General Roberts.
Burt Rutan built the aircraft with a composite material of graphite, Kevlar, and fiberglass. The structure weighed
939 pounds and when all 17 fuel tanks were full, takeoff weight was 9,700 pounds. When the aircraft launched
from Edwards AFB on 14 December 1986, the heavy fuel load caused the wing tips to strike the runway repeatedly. Despite damage that they could not fully assess, Rutan and Yeager pressed on with the mission. They
encountered hazardous weather, including Typhoon Marge and several storms, plus engine malfunctions, and unreliable fuel readings, and overcame the discomfort of the tiny cockpit. After flying 25,000 miles, they landed at
Edwards on 23 December with 19 gallons of fuel remaining from the takeoff load of 1,200 gallons. It is difficult
to comprehend sitting in a cockpit for nine days and nights, and flying the globe on one tank of fuel.
President Ronald Reagan presented Yeager and the Rutans the Presidential Citizen Medals of Honor. They also
earned aviation’s highest honor, the Collier Trophy. Yeager was the first female to garner this award.
The achievements of Jeana Yeager and the Rutan brothers clearly merit the Daedalian Citation of Honor and the
Distinguished Achievement Award.
Daedalian Foundation 5

COMMANDER'S PERSPECTIVE
Fellow Daedalians,
This summer I had the privilege of presenting service level awards to aviators
and units around the country recognizing performance, skill, and leadership at
the highest levels. At every stop and every ceremony, I was reminded just how
great American airpower really is. It’s not because of aircraft and equipment
but because of those that wear the uniform today and the commitment to our
nation that each made. I saw surprise in the face of an F/A-18 pilot at Whidbey
Island, humility in the presence of an UH-60M pilot at Ft Campbell, KY and
enough energy to sustain a 9G turn in a young F-16 pilot at Luke AFB. I also
stood among the dedicated members of the 27th Special Ops Maintenance
Group at Cannon and the safety professionals of the 4th MAW in New Orleans. On a special wall in the
4th MAW headquarters are all the pictures of their many members lost in combat.
For my part, I was simply humbled to be in their midst and profoundly proud to know that our nations
defense is in such great hands. I left every event energized, smiling and excited that we Daedalians have
the privilege to honor and support them. Common to all, was their absolute professionalism, camaraderie
and sense of mission. They are part of us…they are us. I am proud of them and honored to be a Daedalian!

Volabamus Volamus

Lieutenant General Douglas Owens, USAF (Ret)
National Commander, Order of Daedalians
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The Tenets of a Daedalian in Action
By: Jerry Allen

At the height of the Korean War, Tom Richards was a young Army infantryman, huddled in his foxhole in freezing
weather. He was cold, hungry, and dirty. His life was on the line, around the clock. One day he watched as an Air
Force fighter pilot rolled in, dropped his bombs, and flew away. He thought to himself, “that’s what I am going to
do in the next war.” It is commendable that he could think beyond the miserable conditions that defined ground
combat in Korea to vow to put nation above self as an aviator in “the next war.”
He was wounded twice in Korea and was eventually evacuated to an Army hospital in Japan. While recovering
from his wounds, he gained admission to Virginia Tech. In addition to earning his college degree he played varsity football and completed Air Force ROTC as a distinguished graduate. His football coaches told him he had a
good shot at a career in the National Football League. He responded: “I’m not interested in playing professional
football, I’m going to be an Air Force pilot.” Following pilot training he flew bombers, as CINCSAC, General Curtis
LeMay, filled the cockpits of 2,000 new B-47s. “The next war” was Vietnam and with it came the chance for Major
Richards to fly the O-1 as a Forward Air Controller supporting the 101st Airborne Division, and then the T-28 and
O-1 as a Raven in the 56th Special Operations Wing. He had the unique opportunity to fly visual reconnaissance
missions in the O-1, and if fighter support was unavailable, he would return to his base and relaunch in the T-28
to strike the target himself. Twice he was shot down and evaded capture. He served in Southeast Asia for 27
months, flying 624 combat missions. He is likely the only Air Force officer to earn Command Pilot wings, the
Senior Parachutist Badge, the Combat Infantry Badge, two Silver Stars, and two Purple Hearts.
Tom Richards was eventually promoted to Brigadier General and served as Commandant of Cadets at the Air
Force Academy. During his tenure, the last all-male class graduated in 1979 and the first class including females
graduated in 1980. This period was marked by some animosity toward the female cadets and General Richards
exerted strong leadership to insure that proper respect was given to all cadets, regardless of gender. He made it
clear that all who completed the rigorous training were worthy of the trust and confidence of their fellow cadets.
General Richards eventually earned four stars and served as Deputy Commander in Chief of US European
Command in Stuttgart, Germany. Following retirement from the Air Force in 1989, he was appointed director of
the Federal Aviation Administration by President Ronald Reagan. From the time he enlisted in the Army in 1948
through his service at the FAA, General Tom Richards demonstrated steadfast commitment to the tenets of placing nation above self and being worthy of the trust and confidence of fellow Daedalians.

“Raven1”
North American T-28D Trojan flown by Major Thomas Richards, USAF
56th Air Commando Wing, Udorn, Thailand (Detached), 1966-67

Above artwork by Colonel Rock Roszak: Colonel Rock Roszak is a Daedalian
who flew as a B-52 radar navigator, led the integration and test of the Harpoon
missile on the B-52, served on the CSAF Staff Group, and commanded the
AFROTC Detachment at Virginia Tech.
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COLUMN

ADJUTANT’S
Col James W. Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

This summer is over and has passed too quickly. Kids are
back in school and the staff is busily preparing 2017 ballots and
dues notices. We are back to using outside services for those
tasks. The effort of doing everything in house like last year was
a huge task for the staff so we have gone back to the old way
of doing things.
The slate of officers for 2017 has some changes on it. Major
General Marne’ Peterson has been serving as an interim Director and is on the ballot for membership approval. Colonel Ron
Ellis has served as the Provost Marshal for the past 16 years and seems to think it’s time to pass
the torch on to someone else. Since I have decided to relinquish the Adjutant’s reins after the
2017 convention, I volunteered to take his place. The ballots should be in the mail before you
receive this Flyer. Please take the time to complete and return when you receive them i.e. don’t
put them aside for later. Too often when members set the paperwork aside it gets forgotten. It is
not uncommon for us to receive member ballots six months after the voting closed. Please don’t
be one of them!
Flight Captains please encourage your dues paying flight members to pay them promptly and
to vote.
Volabamus Volamus

Colonel James W. Kellogg, USAF (Ret)
National Adjutant
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BOOKREVIEWS
“A Dream of Pilots” and “Voices of Pearl Harbor”
Authors: Philip Handleman (“Dream”) and Sherry Garland (“Voices”)
I don’t normally review children’s books, but both involve aviation, so I agreed to do so. I liked “A Dream of Pilots,” but
could not get too excited about “Voices of Pearl Harbor.” After reading both, I asked myself why a 72 year old was reviewing
two books meant for kids? So, I asked my 9 year old granddaughter, Sara, who really likes to read, and has been around
the Air Force her entire life, if she would read them and write a review on each. She agreed, and you will see her likes were
opposite mine. Thanks for a good job, Sara:
A Dream of Pilots by Phillip Handleman, a review by Sara Kapp, age 9
A Dream of Pilots is a collection of short stories about men and women from all different backgrounds
that made it into history. They were pilots, astronauts, inventors, and scientists that all shared a love of
flight and inspired future generations. In my opinion, this book is more informational than entertaining. It
would be a great resource for someone writing a report on this topic. While I did find the stories interesting, it is not something I would have chosen to read on my own. I would recommend this book for kids
between the ages of 9 and 13. There are nice illustrations of the people in the stories. Anyone who loves
planes and stories about the history of flight will enjoy this book.
Voices of Pearl Harbor by Sherry Garland, a review by Sara Kapp, age 9
This book tells the story of what happened before, during, and after the attack on Pearl Harbor
on December 7, 1941. It is told by different characters, both American and Japanese soldiers,
and American and Japanese civilians. I really liked reading this book. It was very descriptive
and the detailed drawings helped me to understand the story. The characters faces showed
exactly what they were feeling. I would recommend this book to kids between the ages of 8
and 12 that are interested in history. The author did a great job making this story entertaining
to read.

“A Shau Valor”

“Before the Belle”

Author: Thomas R. Yarborough

Authors: Cassius Mullen & Betty Byron

Tom Yarborough, Col, USAF (ret),
a decorated AF combat pilot, and a fellow Daedalian, does an excellent job of
detailing American combat operations in
the A Shau Valley, South Vietnam, during the 1963 – 1971 period. The valley
was also called the ”Valley of Death”
and the “Ah S*** Valley” by the valorous soldiers, marines, and airmen, who
fought in and over the valley during this
period. In fact, after only a short time into the book, the
reader will come to the conclusion that the book’s title was
an outstanding choice. The courage and sacrifice of those,
who fought in one, or more, of the campaigns in the A Shau
is well documented by author Yarborough. This is a very
good read!

Most pilots and aviation enthusiasts know of the “Memphis Belle”, a
B-17 whose crew and plane were touted as the first heavy bomber to complete 25 combat missions. Well, I was
surprised to find out that before the
“Belle”, there was a B-24D, “Hot Stuff”,
that not only was the first to get to 25,
but plane and crew actually got to 31
completed combat missions. This is the
story of what happened, and why “Hot Stuff” and her crew
never got the kudos they deserved. Authors (husband and
wife team) Mullen and Byron do a great job of making the
reader feel like a part of the book. I had a hard time putting it down, and I know you will too. Thanks to Daedalian
Charlie Densford for bringing this story to my attention.

Reviewer: Francis L. Kapp, Col, USAF (Ret) and Sara Kapp
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Get to Know Frank Kapp Daedalian, Trustee and donor
By: Maureen DeFelice

For as long as Frank Kapp can remember, he has been
interested in flying. He would read books on the subject and listen for stories on some of his favorite heroes
like “Tex” Hill and Claire Chennault. Lucky for Frank,
these pilots were Daedalians. In 1975, Frank’s boss,
then-Lt Col Dale Ullrich, invited him to a Daedalian
meeting and Frank was hooked. The organization had
many members Frank looked up to and he loved the
organization’s tenets. He became a member, bought a
life membership, and joined the local flight.

to write letters, and it made Frank even prouder to be a
part of the Board. “I sometimes wonder if the membership understands what good the Foundation does. They
know some about the scholarships and the cadet flight
training, but do they know the scope and the work of
the Foundation? If you are a member and attend local flight meetings, you see what your flight does, but
do you know what National does? I am not sure our
new, young members have a good grasp on what we
are doing to inspire young men and women toward future careers in military aviation.
There are old pilots who socialize at meetings, but do they see
beyond the camaraderie, to the
philanthropic part of our Order?
The older I get, the more I look
at the world situation, and realize we need to make sure we
have a future supply of military
aviators, to protect our way of
life. Daedalian efforts in that regard are extremely worthwhile.”

I asked Frank why he is involved
as a life member, a member of
the Board of Trustees, and a donor? This is what Frank said. “I
see the Foundation as doing a lot
of worthwhile things, particularly the scholarship and CFIP
programs. The military is a
small piece of the American pie,
and it is critical to keep military
service in the minds of young
people. We need to make sure
Lt Col Olga Custodio, Col Frank Kapp and
As I wound down the conversathat they are interested in goMaj Gen Jerry Allen
tion with Frank, I asked Frank,
ing into military aviation for the
who is always quick with a phrase, if he had anything
future protection of our country.” A former Board of
Trustees member, John Hanna, asked Frank to become else to share with me. I wanted to know why he was
such a “go to” guy. Frank gave me one of his phrases
part of the Foundation leadership, and Frank has now
been serving on the Board for almost six years. I also that summed it all up pretty well. “You do the best you
can. In for a penny, in for a pound.”
talked to Frank about why he has stayed with it for so
long and why he has been generous in his donations to
Thank you Colonel Frank Kapp for your service to our
the Foundation. Frank reiterated his love for this nanation and for inspiring future military aviators though
tion and said that all the Trustees are working towards
one effort on the Board. One of the recent things they your acts of generosity and your hard work.
were asked to do was to volunteer to send thank-you
Colonel Frank Kapp is a member of the Board of Trustnotes to donors. It was a “classy” effort to let memees, Combined Federal Campaign Chairman and Cobers know that not only does the Board officially care,
they personally appreciate the donors’ gifts. It means Chairman of the fundraising committee. He has also
been known to review a book, or two, for the Daedalus
something more than money. How could anyone say
Flyer.
no to such a worthwhile effort? Every Trustee wanted
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AWARDS
CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE PRESENTATION OF
THE 2015 ADMIRAL JAMES S. RUSSELL NAVAL AVIATION
FLIGHT SAFETY AWARD
TO THE
4TH MARINE AIRCRAFT WING
This award is presented to the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing in recognition of its outstanding aviation safety
program and mishap record during Calendar Year 2015. The completion of over 21,000 hours without a Class
A or B flight, flight-related or aviation ground mishap is a testament to your hard work, professionalism and expertise. Through the use of operational risk management, sound maintenance practices and superb teamwork, all
wing personnel excelled in providing on-demand aviation expertise. This was done while flying 24 hours per day,
7 days a week, 365 days a year to support the Marines, the Navy and the Joint Team in demanding world-wide
operations including combat. Your safety has enabled mission success in the face of a high operational tempo and
challenging assignments.
The superb accomplishments of 4th Marine Aircraft Wing epitomize the high standards of the Admiral
James S. Russell Naval Aviation Safety Award and reflect great credit on the leadership, the unit and the United
States Navy.

Lt Gen Doug Owens, Major Beau Wisdom (Director of Safety
and Standardization, 4th Marine Aircraft Wing), BGen Bradley S. James (Commanding General, 4th Marine Aircraft
Wing)

LtGen Rex C. McMillian (Commander, Marine Forces Reserve), Lt Gen Doug Owens, BGen Bradley S. James (Commanding General, 4th Marine Aircraft Wing)

Daedalian Foundation 11

AWARDS

2015 UNITED STATES COAST GUARD
EXCEPTIONAL PILOT AWARD
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER ERIC D. OLIPHANT
Lieutenant Commander Oliphant demonstrated exceptional pilot skills and airmanship during a challenging night rescue mission in extreme weather conditions.
On February 14, 2015, he led his MH-60T crew in the successful rescue of four distressed mariners from the S/V Trio during a severe winter storm with high seas, gale
force winds, low ceilings and winter precipitation. After determining that it would
not be possible to lower the crew’s rescue swimmer onto the floundering vessel, he
directed the survivors to enter the frigid waters one at a time for a water recovery.
Despite zero exterior illumination due to an inoperable search light and deteriorating
weather conditions, he executed four successive direct deployments of the rescue
swimmer and precise hovers while his crew hoisted the surviving Trio crewmen individually. With his crew and the survivors safely aboard, he skillfully navigated back Captain R. Craig and LCDR Eric
Oliphant
to home station though 70 knot headwinds, low visibility and blowing snow.
The extraordinary professionalism and achievements of LCDR Oliphant and his crew exemplify the highest
standards of airmanship and reflect great credit upon themselves, the United States Coast Guard and the military
aviation community.

2015 UNITED STATES
AIR FORCE EXCEPTIONAL PILOT AWARD
CAPTAIN JOHN C. POWERS
Captain John C. Powers, distinguished himself as B Flight Commander, 14th
Fighter Squadron, Misawa Air Base, Japan. He was the 35th Operations Group
Instructor Pilot of the Year and the overall wing TOP GUN.
Captain Powers excelled as the project officer for the squadron’s deployment
to the Central Command area of operations. He orchestrated the movement of 12
F-16s, 275 personnel and over 200 tons of cargo. The 7800-mile deployment of
aircraft was safe and on time. While deployed, his superb oversight and tactical
expertise directly resulted in the 14th Fighter Squadron’s flying 100 per cent of
their 177 consecutive Air Tasking Order days for 1652 combat sorties.
The achievements of Captain Powers exemplify the high standards of leadership and professionalism for the Daedalian Exceptional Pilot Award and reflect
great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Air Force.
Capt John C. Powers and National
Commander Lt Gen Doug Owens
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AWARDS

2015 BRIGADIER GENERAL CARL I. HUTTON
MEMORIAL AWARD
10TH COMBAT AVIATION BRIGADE
10TH MOUNTAIN DIVISION (LIGHT INFANTRY)
The 10th Combat Aviation Brigade (CAB) demonstrated outstanding professionalism and flight safety during their deployment to multiple operating locations to include Afghanistan, Korea and many CONUS training
centers. They increased capabilities as they assumed the MEDEVAC support mission, and deployed the MQ-1C
Gray Eagle. Also they developed an organic Pathfinder capability and influenced the future of Army Aviation
through the participation in the Aviation Restructuring Initiative.
The 10th CAB excelled in all missions across the globe and maintained an exemplary safety record. They
stood up the new MQ-1C Gray Eagle Company, D/10th CAB “Valkyries.” The unit was fielded, tested and deployed to Afghanistan within one year. While deployed the unit provided reconnaissance, security and attack
operations for the 82nd and 101st CABs by flying over 5000 hours a month in support of the ground commanders.
The combat accomplishments and training efforts of 10th Combat Aviation Brigade reflect great credit on the
leadership, the soldiers, the unit and the United States Army.

Lt Gen Nick Kehoe presenting the award to Colonel McCurry with Command Chief Warrant Officer Hill and Command Sergeant Majors Hurst on the left and BG Bontrager on
the far right at the change of command ceremony and parade
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AWARDS

MAJOR GENERAL WARREN R. CARTER LOGISTICS
READINESS AWARD
WHAT IS THE MAJOR GENERAL WARREN R. CARTER LOGISTICS READINESS AWARD
- Award presented annually to the Air Force unit (Wing Level) designated by the Air Force Chief of Staff and
USAF A-4 to have achieved the best supply effectiveness record in the Air Force in support of mission aircraft
and/or weapons
- Award presented annually since 1962
- Sponsored by the Order of Daedalians
WHO WAS WARREN R. CARTER
- One of our nation’s early aviation pioneers
- As commander of the 54th Troop Carrier Wing and 4th Air Service Area Command in the Pacific during WWII,
led the movement of units, personnel and equipment forward as the war progressed and follow-on support for
units throughout the theater
- Founder member of the Order of Daedalians; National Commander founded Daedalian Foundation; became one
of the first trustees
2015 WINNER OF THE CARTER LOGISTICS READINESS AWARD
- 2015 award to the 325th Logistics Readiness Squadron at Tyndall AFB, FL; first time winner of award; unit
commander won the award in 2010 in command of the 20th LRS at Shaw AFB
- #1 DoD Small Cargo Movement Team. Shipper compliance award winner – 99% accuracy
- Air Combat Command best FY 15 LRS Unit Effectiveness Inspection
- Led wing’s first combat deployment in 33 years…359
pax/257 tons to INHERENT RESOLVE
- #1 in ACC equipment accuracy rate – 99.7%
- Nominated for CSAF Team Excellence Award; exceeded ACC standard by 30%
- Directed 1st F-22 deployment to Operation IRON
HAND – 2 locations/20 tons/65 pax
- Winner of Team Tyndall squadron morale award 5X
- The men and women of the 325th LRS should be
very proud of this achievement, just as the Order of
Daedalians is proud to sponsor the award and present
it. We salute all that the 325th LRS contributes to the
military of our country and the effectiveness of the
325th Fighter Wing.
Lt Gen Kehoe, Col France, Airman Ann Silva and Lt Col Mullinax
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AWARDS

LIEUTENANT GENERAL MILLARD F. &
HUBERT R. HARMON AWARD

Herrala, Top USAFA Graduate for 2016

The graduation awards ceremony was held May 31, 2016. It was an honor for Air Force Academy graduate, Class
of 1980, Daedalian National Commander, Lt Gen (Ret) Doug Owens, to present the eagle sculpture to C1C Jeff
Herrala, Top Grad for 2016.

ROTC SCHOLARSHIPS
Scholarship Chairman Tom Jobe presents JROTC Cadet Nickolas Weidner two scholarships. Cadet Weidner received the Order of
Daedalians Moody Scholarship and also the 23rd Flight Tuskegee
Airmen & Red Tails Scholarship. This year’s awards were $2,000 and
$2,500 respectively. He is the first cadet to be awarded both scholarships. Cadet Weidner also participated in 23rd Flight’s 2015 CFIP program. He will be attending Texas Tech University in the fall of 2016.

Scholarship Chairman Tom Jobe and JROTC Cadet
Nickolas Weidner of Martin High School, Arlington,
Texas.
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AWARDS

THE 2015 DAEDALIAN COLONEL FRANKLIN C. WOLFE
WEAPON SYSTEMS AWARD
FLEET AIR RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON FOUR (VQ-4)
TINKER AIR FORCE BASE, OKLAHOMA
The 2015 Order of Daedalians Colonel Franklin C. Wolfe Weapon Systems Award is presented to Fleet Air
Reconnaissance Squadron FOUR (VQ-4) “Shadows,” Strategic Communications Wing ONE, Tinker Air Force
Base, Oklahoma, in recognition of completing the most outstanding United States Navy weapon systems development program in 2015. During this period, the squadron successfully completed a three-year effort to transition
from the E-6B legacy aircraft to the much superior BLOCK 1 modified aircraft, greatly enhancing mission capability for United States Strategic Command. Through the exceptional teamwork and focus of VQ-4 maintenance
personnel and aircrews, the squadron developed operating guidance, doctrine, tactics and maintenance practices
for the tremendously complex, modernized E-6B mission suite. During a dynamic training, evaluation and certification process, the VQ-4 team demonstrated superior planning dedication and professionalism. Their tireless
efforts to successfully integrate multiple new and improved systems for nuclear command and control operations
will ensure mission avionics and primary communications remain at the cutting edge of technology and functionality for years to come. Their extraordinary accomplishments culminated with United States Strategic Command
approving the BLOCK 1 modified E-6B aircraft to assume the primary Airborne Command Post alert at Offutt
Air Force Base, Nebraska on 1 August, 2015. The outstanding professionalism and initiative demonstrated by the
men and women of Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron FOUR reflect great credit upon their squadron, the United
States Navy, and the entire weapon systems development community.

Lt Gen Nick Kehoe with Commander Kenneth Russell, Commanding Officer of
Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron FOUR (VQ-4)
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2016 Air Camp
Here are some photos of the Air Camp 2016 Week 1 students who attended on scholarships provided by
Daedalians: Aiden Beachler (Flight-9 sponsored; hails from Bradford, OH ) and Andrew Nguyen (National sponsored; hails from Indianapolis, IN).

Daedalian Foundation 17

AWARDS

FLIGHT 102 BREAKS RECORD JROTC AWARD
PRESENTATIONS
Yes, the Atlanta-area Daedalians “knocked it out of the park” again – 40 Daedalian JROTC Daedalian
Award presentations attended by over 20 Flight 102 Daedalians. Here you’ll see “proof positive” how much the
Ben T. Epps Flight believes in and supports this wonderful Daedalian program. There would be more photos…,
if only these old pilots could figure out how to use a camera!
Year after year, Flight participation and activity in this wonderful program grows. In fact, last year, Flight
Awards & Decorations Chairman Vance Gammons set a record by contacting 74 high school JROTC units offering Flight 102 support. That effort did not meet Vance’s standard – this year Vance ensured 80 different schools
had the medal. That’s correct – 80! It wasn’t that many years ago when probably less than 80 schools across the
country even knew about this Daedalian Award.
Vance’s dedication to this Flight and this program is second to none. Example: Vance even attempted contacting a high school in Tennessee to see if they needed Flight 102’s support. That school never made contact.
Vance was in Tennessee during the middle of May and decided to call this school again. He left a message to call
him if they were interested. They returned the call and Vance made the presentation the next day! Vance’s comment on this year’s participation – “A little better than last year but room for improvement.” That explains it all.
Yes, Fight 102’s JROTC Award program would not be as successful without Vance Gammon’s dedication.
But, Vance can only do so much. To be this successful, it takes Flight members raising their hands to volunteer
and get to the schools for the presentations. Examples: Flight 102 member Dale Hill presented certificates and
medals to 5 different cadets this year. Former Vietnam POW Wayne Waddell believes in this program so much, he
visited 3 different Atlanta-area schools to make presentations. Note: He’s been doing that much and more for the
last several years. Year after year, Ron Harris makes [at least] 3 different presentations. Get this – Mack Secord
even made a presentation for Flight 102 to a South Carolina High School. Several other members made at least
two presentations this year. Bottom Line: Look out next year…!

Flight Awards & Decorations Chairman, Vance Gammons
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Cadet Andrea Ellett and Ron Harris

Cadet Tanner Kelly and Don Chapman
John Laughter and Cadet Joshua Green

Ron Harris and Cadet Teagan Blackwell

Vance Gammons and Cadet Johnny Jackson

Ron Harris and Cadet Alex Chin

Cadet George Jones and Bob McCreary

Cadet Scott Walker and David Niebs
Bill All and Cadet Charles Pritchard

David Niebes and Cadet Autumn Hines
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2017
DAEDALIAN NATIONAL CONVENTION
This year’s convention will be at our nation’s capital, Washington DC and
hosted by National Capital Flight (4th Flight). The convention will take
place at the beautiful and convenient Crystal Gateway Marriott in Arlington. For reservations call 703-920-3230 or go to the Daedalian web site and
look at the news page, there will be a LINK for hotel reservations. You can
also use this passkey: https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_
ei_new&eventID=15447749. This year’s agenda is a bit different and designed
to make it easier on traveling and cost. The hospitality suite is always a great
event, but the suite will be closed during meetings and events. This year’s
Sy,posium will be run by Dr. Ben Lambeth. General David L. Goldfein, USAF Chief
of Staff has been invited as part of the symposium panel. Rates for the rooms
are $179 and are available three days before and three days after as long as
rooms are available. For more information, call 210-945-2111 (Daedalians Headquarters) or email membership@daedalians.org.

Convention Agenda
Thursday 6 April 2017
Golf Tournament - off site: 1200 - Transportation included; leaving at 1120
Registration: 1100-1300
Commanders’ Reception: 1800-2030
Hospitality Suite
Friday 7 April 2017
Hospitality Suite
Membership and Flt Captain Breakfast, Speaker and Meeting: 0730-1100
Guest Speaker Forum: 1230
Saturday 8 April 2017
Hospitality Suite
Symposium: 0800 (CSAF invited)
Three Course Awards Luncheon: 1200-1430
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Order of Daedalians || 2017 Registration
America’s Premier Fraternal Organization of Military Aviators

National Convention				
Crystal Gateway Marriott

1700 Jefferson Davis Highway

Name: __________________________________________
Flight Number:___________________

Arlington, VA 22202

Rank:___________________________________________

Branch of Service:_______________________ Active Duty: Yes ( ) No ( )

Street Address:__________________________________________
State:___________________________

6-8 April 2017

City:_____________________________________

Zip Code:___________________

Phone:_______________________________

E-mail:_____________________________________________________

Name(s) of your Guest(s):_____________________________________________________________________________
Please list any special needs:___________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contact:_________________________________________________________________________________
Payment Method: CK #___________

Credit Card # ____________________________________ Exp ______________

HOTEL
To register at the Arlington - Marriott Crystal Gateway, please contact:
DAEDALIANS GROUP RATE $179
https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=15447749
**********************************************************

EVENTS
To Pay for Events at the Convention:
Mail payment and form to:
Order of Daedalians
PO BOX 249
Universal City, TX 78148
OR go to www.daedalians.org

For questions, please call 210-945-2111 OR email
membership @Daedalians.org
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RESERVATION FORM
Attendees must register for the convention. Attendees can choose individual events or sign up for the package deals.
Convention Registration Fee			
($75 per person)

# attending _________ x $75 = _________

Golf Tournament - noon tee off		
(1120 p/u to Ft Belvoir Golf Course)

# attending _________ x $100 = _________

Commander’s Reception				
(1800 at hotel on Thurs 6 April)

# attending _________ x $65 = _________

Membership & Flt Cpt Breakfast, Speaker
Meeting to follow (0730 on Friday 7 April)

# attending _________ x $49 = _________

Guest Speaker Forum		
(1230 Friday 7 April)

# attending _________ No Charge

Airpower Symposium		
(0800 Saturday 8 April)

# attending _________ No Charge

Three Course Awards Luncheon
(1200-1430 at hotel on Saturday 8 April)

# attending _________ x $77 = _________

Optional Cancellation Insurance
($20 - non-refundable)

# attending _________ x $20 = _________

Hop on Hop off Big Bus Tour

# attending _________ x $59 = _________

Package Deal Option #1

		

# attending _________ x (see below) = _________

Package Deal Option #2

		

# attending _________ x (see below) = _________

														 TOTAL $__________

PACKAGE DEAL #1

PACKAGE DEAL #2

$315 for one person
$625 for two persons

$265 for one person
$525 for two persons

Package includes Registration, Commander’s Reception,
Membership Breakfast, Big Bus Tour Tickets, Awards Luncheon and Tour Insurance

Package includes Registration, Commander’s Reception,
Membership Breakfast, Awards Luncheon and Tour
Insurance.
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TRANSPORTATION TO THE HOTEL - FROM LOCAL AIRPORTS
Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport - DCA
Airport Phone: +1 703 417 8000
Hotel direction: 2 miles NW
- Airport shuttle service, scheduled, complimentary
Shuttle Phone: +1 703 9203230
- Courtesy phone available
- Subway service: $3.10 (one way)
- Estimated taxi fare: $10 (one way)
Washington Dulles International Airport - IAD
Airport Phone: +1 703 572 2700
Hotel direction: 27 miles SE
- Alternate transportation: Washington Flyer: $45 (one way); reservation required
- Estimated taxi fare: $45 (one way)

PARKING
- On-site parking: $15 hourly, $29 daily
- Valet parking: $34 daily

HOTEL AMENITIES
The Crystal Gateway Marriott is less than 1 mile from Reagan National Airport. The Metro is connected to the hotel on the lower level
and there is a car rental deck onsite. The hotel has a few dining areas, pool and is a few blocks from Pentagon Row Shopping. Free high
speed wireless in lobby and common areas. Wireless service is available in rooms. There is an onsite fitness center and Fountains Day
Spa is 4.3 miles away.

GOLF TOURNAMENT
The golf tournament will be held at the Ft Belvoir Golf Course with a shotgun start at noon. The cost is $100 per player, which includes
transportation from the hotel, a box lunch, and rental clubs. Transportation will depart the hotel at approximately 11:20 on Thursday
6 April 2017. The play is “Captain’s Choice” (all play the best ball). A Mulligan package will also be available the day of play. The
registration form can be found online. You do not need to be a Daedalian to play, all are welcome. Proceeds go to National Capital’s
Scholarship program.

BIG BUS TOUR
Get to know the city of Washington, DC and its top attractions in a convenient and economical fashion on this entertaining and educational hop-on, hop-off tour. It all begins with a hop-on, of course, at any of the 40+ stops on four separate routes. Board one of the opentop buses and enjoy the view with a live and recorded commentary of interesting facts and stories from an expert guide who knows the
city inside and out. Learn about the history and happenings of the nation’s capital as the bus rolls along from one location to the next.
Hop-off at any of the attractions for a closer look, then, hop back on when it’s convenient. You haven’t seen Washington DC until you’ve
seen it at night! This option includes the Night tour for both nights you use the pass. A sightseeing tour of Washington, DC has never
been easier — or more fun — than on this hop-on, hop-off bus tour of the city. Experience Washington in this unique way. Daedalian
pricing is the same as open date tickets online.

ATTIRE FOR EVENTS
Commander’s Reception – Business casual
Membership and Flight Captain Breakfast and Meeting - Daedalian shirt or green jacket
Symposium – Daedalian attire or business casual
Awards Luncheon – Green jacket or business attire
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FLIGHTLINE
12th (Old Pueblo) Flight

Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ
At its April 2016 luncheon the Old Pueblo Flight was treated to a brief on
the Arnold Engineering Development Complex (AEDC) by fellow Daedalian
Ken Johnson, Brig Gen, USAF, Ret. General Johnson commanded AEDC from
1981 to 1983. The complex, located at Arnold AFB, Tennessee, is the largest
complex of flight simulation test facilities in the world and accommodates both
air breathing and space borne systems. AEDC originated in 1950 and has been
key in the development of most aerospace systems in the U.S. government’s inventory including Atlas, Titan, Minuteman, and Peacekeeper ICBMs, the Space
Shuttle, Space Station, and Projects Mercury, Gemini, and Apollo. The aircraft
development legacy is lengthy and includes the F-35, F-22, A-10, F-15, F-16,
C-5, C-17, B-1B, B-2, and B-52 to name a few. The complex also tests missile
Brig Gen Ken Johnson
systems and a variety of satellites. In addition to U.S. military and government
customers AEDC also serves domestic and foreign private industry as well as allied foreign governments and
educational institutions.
While the complete list of test facilities is too numerous to discuss here three capabilities are of particular
importance. One essential function is the Aeropropulsion Systems Facility designed to test large military and
commercial engines in true mission environments. Two test cells are each capable of testing up to Mach 2.3 and
simulating altitudes up to 75,000. Each cell can also accommodate engines producing up to 100,000 lbs. of thrust.
Test results are captured by state-of-the-art digital steady-state and transient data acquisition systems.
The Propulsion Wind Tunnel (PWT) Facility holds three wind tunnels - the 16-foot transonic, 16-foot supersonic and the aerodynamic 4-foot transonic. The PWT electric motors are as tall as a two-story house and as
heavy as a railroad locomotive.
Space testing is accomplished in three chambers. The 7-foot vacuum Space Chamber is a deep space environment simulation facility designed to test high performance interceptors and surveillance sensors. The 10-foot
vacuum chamber features a high-fidelity target system to simulate target acquisition and tracking operations from
mission launch to intercept. The 12-foot chamber has its own nitrogen thermal shroud and an optional gaseous
helium liner that can be cooled to 10 degrees Kelvin. This chamber can be used for high power electric propulsion
(EP) thruster plume analysis and integration effects testing.
Old Pueblo’s Summer Social was once again a resounding success. We had 51 attendees including the 12th
Air Force Commander, the 355th Fighter Wing Vice Commander, and several OP12 Partners: President & Vice
President Air Force Association chapter, Tucson 105 and spouses; President City of Tucson Military Affairs Commission; President River Rats and spouse; President, Desert Thunder Squadron (DM50) and spouse.
Old Pueblo Flight goes to idle during the months of June, July and August in Tucson as many of our members leave the heat for cooler weather. This was the third Summer Social with spouses and looks to be a flight
tradition. No pomp and circumstance just comaraderie and socializing over a little food and drink. The evening
also included a raffle to support the flight’s scholarship fund which has raised $653 this year. This year’s event
was hosted at Club Ironwood, Davis Monthan AFB to great reviews.
This Summer Social was so well received that we’re already discussing how to repeat this success for next
year. For those flights that also go dark for your respective reasons here’s an option to consider. (Source: Jerry Bryant)
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22nd (Cascade) Flight

McChord Field, WA
In June, Cascade Flight members, active duty and retired, rendezvoused at the 4th Airlift Squadron, 62nd
Airlift Wing, McChord Field, along with flight-suited C-17 pilots, to meet, salute, and listen to WWII Troop
Carrier glider pilots recount stories about their WWII experiences. Major Robert Swenson, USAFR (Ret.) and
Captain Donald Ehr, USAFR (Ret.), 96 years young, told of their participation in the last airborne assault of
WWII. Images of C-47 tow birds, gliders and maps were projected as our presenters related how their training
differed from basic pilot training. Captain Ehr said that after basic pilot training, he was recruited as a Glider
Pilot. His training after that concentrated some on landing
but mostly on infantry training, because upon landing during an assault, glider pilots were on the ground and fighting. He also rode as a C-47 copilot during practice tows
and said when the tow cable stretched out and began to
pull, it felt as though the C-47 momentarily stopped forty
feet in the air before flying on. An informative question
and answer session followed this excellent presentation by
our two veteran guests. Both are members of the National Lt Col Elizabeth Scott (4th Airlift Squadron Commander), Col Ethan
Griffin (Flight Captain), Major Robert Swenson, Ms. Patricia Overman
WWII Gliders Association.
(WWII aviation researcher), Captain Donald Ehr, Captain Laith
Samarah (event project officer)
July weather could not have been better for our annual scholarship golf tournament. The play included a few drives into trees and a few missed crucial putts along
with some really good scores. All who played or supported this fund raiser were winners along with scholarship
recipients of tomorrow. (Source: Ray Copin)

58th (Gator) Flight

Lake Park, GA
Gator Flight’s May meeting was hosted by the 74th Expeditionary Fighter Squadron at Moody AFB, GA. A lively social hour,
complete with barbeque buffet, was enjoyed by all. Guests and prospective members were recognized and welcomed by Flight Captain,
Lt Col (Ret) Jack Scoggins. The business meeting commenced in
the squadron’s briefing room, where our newest member, Rob Carroway, was sworn in by the Flight Captain. Following the business
meeting, the flight was treated to a very informative presentation by
Lt Col Bryan France, 74th Squadron Commander. Subject of Lt Col
France’s briefing was a recap of the 74th EFS recent deployment to
former Warsaw Pact countries in eastern Europe. (Source: Jim Bracewell)

Flight Captain Lt Col Jack Scroggins administers the oath
to new Gator flight member, Rob Carroway
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99th (Big Sky) Flight

Great Falls, MT
At our January meeting, Flight 99 Treasurer Major Duane “Tanker” Hedahl regaled members with a terrific
story about his experiences flying the B-29. Duane enlisted in December 1950, attended radio school at Scott AFB,
and then worked on B-29 radios. He started pilot training in June of 1953 and earned his wings later that year. In
December of 1953 he went to Randolph AFB for B-29 transition training, and in February of 1954 he came to
Great Falls AFB (now named Malmstrom AFB) as part of the 407th Air Refueling Squadron. The squadron was
Combat Ready in 1955, and it deployed to Alaska in 1956 for three months in support of fighters from Texas,
Georgia, and California. According to Duane, the B-29 was “about the best 3-engine airplane Boeing ever built”,
as it had chronic problems with engine fires and its propellers. SAC had received 117 B-29s converted into tankers by Boeing; half were boom types for SAC, and the others were
the drogue types for TAC fighters. Post-conversion, the bomb bays
contained nylon tanks which held 11,000 pounds of fuel. The F-84F
fighters he refueled were a stopgap measure; General Lemay planned
to use ‘84s as “suicide fighters” to attack Russia. War plans typically
had the B-29s staging out of Fairbanks, but from 1957 onward they
would drag the F-84s north, past Hudson Bay, before sending them
on their way. The B-29 was stable, but it had to be hand flown most
Major Duane “Tanker” Hedahl
of the time because the autopilot was unreliable. They did refuel the
B-47 a few times; when they did, they had to refuel in a dive to go fast enough for the jet bomber. Some B-29
flights as weather ships lasted 18 hours, and reports were sent back via Morse code. Flying a B-29 in weather
could be exciting; Duane once lost 8,000 feet in a storm over South Dakota. Duane also served as an Instructor
Pilot in some of the first simulators used. He recalled simulating a cockpit fire by placing wood chips in a coffee
can, and setting it onto a hot plate so that they would generate smoke. In 1957 he transitioned in Palm Beach to
the KC-97, returning to Malmstrom AFB to fly that tanker in one of the two ‘97 squadrons.
In March, Flight 99 Daedalian LTC Sam Prestipino gave a riveting and humorous presentation about U.S.
Army helicopter training and combat in the mid 1960s. Sam mustered into the Army at Fort Knox, Kentucky in
1959. His aviation interests were stirred by the prospect of $50 pilot pay and a picture he saw of a helicopter with
machine gun strapped to it. He proceeded to Fort Wolters, TX. Between 1965 and 1973 Wolters graduated 43
thousand Army Helicopter aviators. Pilots were expected to solo at the 10 hour point in training. Pre-solo instructors were civilian contractors, post-solo instructors were Army. Sam
trained and soloed in a OH-23D “Hiller Killer,” which sat 3 abreast,
with the instructor pilot in the center. In keeping with tradition, after
soloing Sam was thrown into a cold stock pond by his classmates.
Autorotations were the order of the training day. Students had to execute 3 touchdown autorotations, and they were expected to land right
next to their instructors, who were sitting on the ground. They were
also expected to use the helicopter’s skids to pick up tires laid upon
the ground, and then fly to a nearby fence to hang them upon a fence
post. After Wolters, pilots went to Fort Rucker to train in Hueys. They
LTC Sam Prestipino Displays his Vietnam War
checked out in instrument flying there, with 50 hours of training, but
“Blood Chit”
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only received a “tactical” instrument ticket. He completed helicopter training in the summer of 1966, with 215
hours of flight experience. After a less-than-direct flight to California via ANG transport units, Sam flew from
California to Vietnam on a C-141 in August 1966. Sam was assigned to a Gun Company in An Khe. He was issued
a “Chicken Plate” - an armored vest - which he kept in the forward bubble to block ground fire. His aircraft was
hit 17 times, but he was never injured. In one such incident he wound up putting down in a rice paddy, breaking
the machine in half. He has never liked rice since. He returned to Fort Wolters to be an instructor in the pre-solo
phase. After 17 months there, he went to Hunter AAF in Savannah as an instructor in Cobras, where they again
had to do touchdown autorotations- at night! This produced a high level of “Pucker Factor.” Sam retired from the
US Army in January 1984 with over 1,000 combat hours and a paltry 25 Air Medals. (Source: Mike Buck)

34th (Samuel P Langley) Flight

Langley AFB, VA
Flight 34 closed out the year with two excellent speakers and presentations. At the May 2016 sortie we welcomed Lt Gen (USAF, Ret) Nick Kehoe, past National Commander of the Daedalians. He stopped here at Langley
AFB as part of an effort to speak to as many flights as possible before the vote on the proposed Bylaws change.
He showed the video from the Daedalians website as a scene-setter and delivered the briefing that was also on the
website. Among the points of emphasis:
- Proposed new membership qualification is rated aircrew commissioned officers, to include Navigators/Combat
Systems Officers; Naval Flight Officers; Air Battle Managers; Astronauts; RPA Pilots; and Flight Surgeons
- There is historical context for expansion in Airpower heritage
- Evolution of mission elements provides context
- Numbers have been in decline for the past 10 years—but we’re not chasing numbers
- The numbers in the proposed membership groups are not that large—acceptance is no guarantee of success, but
it would change the complexion of the Order
- Airpower has evolved—inclusion of these groups allows us to stay relevant
- The Founders’ legacy is to promote Airpower—this will not change
- This is emotional!
Gen Kehoe entertained questions and comments, and some spirited discussion. Among the suggestions from
one of our members was a shift in focus in the Order from “advocate for airpower” to “advocate for the Airman.”
The idea here is that the Order might attract more membership (whatever the criteria) to include active duty, if
individuals were to believe someone is fighting for them. This is certainly an idea worth consideration and discussion!
In June 2016, our final sortie for the 2015-2016 year, we heard from Dr. (Colonel, USAF, Ret.) Michael
(Yama) Hoyes. Yama gave us an outstanding presentation on Operation ELDORADO CANYON. We recently
passed the 30th anniversary of this raid on Libya, and this was a timely discussion. Yama participated as an F-111
Weapons System Operator. He did an outstanding job of setting the scene with the political environment; the planning, training, and political decisions (and the resulting RE-planning) that led to the raid; and the execution. He
also did a great job of talking about the aftermath, and some lingering aftereffects of decisions either made or not
made. The younger officers in attendance are too young to remember those days and the events, but they appreciated Yama’s framing of this important airpower event, and his personal memories. (Source: Eric Theisen)
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48th (Harley H Pope) Flight

Fayetteville, NC
At our June meeting the flight was honored to have Deborah Hersman return as a guest speaker. When she last visited,
she was the Chairman of the National Transportation Safety
Board but is now the President and CEO of the National Safety
Council. Deborah is the daughter of one of our flight members, Brig Gen (ret) Walt Hersman. For 100 years, the National
Safety Council has been the leading safety advocate for preventing unintentional injuries and deaths. It was fitting to have
her at our June meeting since June is National Safety Month.
She covered several safety and accident topics, i.e. “to err is
human” and “get enough sleep” but summed it up with what
we all know in the aviation business is that “people matter.”
Brig Gen (ret) Walt Hersman, Deborah Hersman, and Flight Captain Col (ret) Joe Fitzpatrick
She concluded the presentation discussing the #1 cause
of unintentional deaths in the United States. Every day, 52 people die from unintentional overdose of opioid pain
medications. Opioids are being overprescribed and it is not children reaching in medicine cabinets who have made
drug poisoning the #1 cause of unintentional death in the United States. Adults have been over-prescribed opioids
by doctors and subsequently become addicted or move from pills to heroin.
The National Safety Council provides information to help keep you safe at home and in your community.
Actions that need greater emphasis include: 1) talking to children about taking drugs that have not been prescribed; 2) learning how to dispose properly of unneeded painkillers’ and 3) understanding what constitutes a safe
storage site.
She finished by saying people think taking opioids is the best way to treat pain. But the reality is that other
non-addictive medicines are just as effective. These include many over-the-counter drugs such as ibuprofen and
naproxen.
At the meeting several flight members shared stories of their recent travel; CW2 Mike Spivey who this
spring was TDY to Tunisia was invited again by the Superintendent of the North African American Cemetery
to visit their cemetery at Carthage. Mike and his team placed both an American and Tunisian flags on graves of
American soldiers last year and did the same task this year on Memorial Day. Normally the Memorial Day flag
duty is carried out by Tunisian cemetery workers who volunteer their own time and do all the work themselves.
Jim Wiltjer gave us an update on his trip to France last April for the 100th anniversary of the Lafayette
Escadrille. Jim attended along with a group from the Gilliam-McConnell Airport in Carthage, NC. The airfield
is named after James Rogers McConnell who was one of the founding pilots of the famed Lafayette Escadrille
of World War I. He was the last American aviator to die before the United States entered the conflict. The group
first visited McConnell’s crash site and then attended the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial event at Marnes-laCouquette. There was a flyover of both US and French military aircraft.
The June meeting was special since many members brought their spouses. The flight presented both Deborah Hersman and her husband Neil Plummer a flight coffee mug and Ms. Hersman then presented a National
Safety Council coin to both Flight Captain Joe Fitzpatrick and her father. (Source: Jim Wiltjer)
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17th (Atomic) Flight

Kirtland AFB, NM
Jan 2016: Our first meeting of the new year was on a book written by Eugene “Jacques” Bullard called “The
First Black Fighter Pilot.” Author Larry Greenly, discussed his book on Eugene Bullard, America’s first Black
Fighter Pilot. Bullard gained fame in WWI by flying with the French. His road to being a fighter pilot is also quite
noteworthy. This was an interesting bit of flying history.
Feb 2016: Author, Naval Aviator and Daedalian Jim Tritten presented a humorous presentation on the differences in props and jet engines. Jim tailored his talk to appeal to all audiences, so it was a great one to bring a
friend to! We had several UNM ROTC cadets attending too.
March 2016: Col (Ret) Barry Norman Kamhoot shared stories on the Jolly Green from its early South East
Asia (SEA) inception. Fellow Daedalian Barry explained how the Jolly Green legacy began in the early days
of Vietnam/ Laos. He had some interesting, not seen before, photos of how rescues were done in the Vietnam
jungles. We did have a few folks wear GREEN! Several of our USAF Safety Center’s International Flight Safety
Officers attended too.
April: 100th Anniv of Poncho Villa’s Raid on Columbus, New Mexico
Poncho Villa’s Raid ushered in the First Expeditionary Force/some say the beginning of the “future” USAF. JD
Huss, our treasurer/historian did some research on the 100th anniversary raid. Did you know Poncho Villa had his
own air force? Lots of interesting details of this historic event were presented.
May 2016: Christopher Lee Grotbeck; UNM Professor has done extensive research on the interesting career
of Jim Pearce. Jim was the first man to break the sound barrier flying an F-86. He was also a WWII Ace and Assistant Program Manager for the Apollo space program. It was a great last presentation for the spring season and the
crowd was encouraged to attend the Isotopes baseball game in July and be at our first fall meeting in September.
(Source: Fred Harsany)

Dick Perry, Barry Kamhoot and Les Elmer

Barry Kamhoot showing off the back of his
“Jolly Green Party Suit”
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82nd (Willie) Flight

Sun Lakes, AZ
In September, we held our first monthly meeting after our summer break
at the Dobson’s Restaurant, Dobson Ranch Golf Course, in Mesa, Arizona.
Our speaker was flight member, Col Hank Hoffman, USAF Retired. Hank
spent six years in B-52s, including three combat tours for 172 missions. He
then did a combat tour in A37s for another 205 missions. His next eleven years
were spent as a test pilot, participating in programs like the first B-52 cruise
missile launches and C-141B initial refueling trials. He ended his career flying
USAF Reserve C141s for eight years. Col Hoffman was an instructor pilot in
the B-52, A-37, KC-135, KC-10, T-38, C-141 and OV-10. He also qualified in
the T-37, T-33, A-7, F-104, F-4 and UH-1H. Col Hoffman served in the USAF
for 25 years. As a civilian, Hank had a CFI license in single and multi-engine
land, instrument and glider, with a commercial instrument rating in helicopters.
Speaker Hank Hoffman with an A-37
He also had ATP ratings in the B-707/720, B-737, DC-9, DC-10, B757/767,
A-300, LR-JET, L-300 and L-382. His 18,000 flight hours span a very distinguished military and civilian career.
Col Hoffman gave us an interesting talk about close air support
(CAS) and the development of the A-37 “Dragonfly” for that mission
during the Vietnam War. Hank explained how the aircraft was pushed
by the DOD as an efficient and cheap CAS platform, but not strongly
supported by the Air Staff. He briefed us on how effective the A-37
was for the CAS mission -- it worked closer to the target than other
fighters. A low cornering speed (320 KTS) permitted the A-37 to accurately drop bombs from 1500 feet.
VNAF A-37B in Vietnam
From 1964-1966, the U.S. Air Force evaluated two modified T-37
trainers, designated YAT-37Ds, as prototypes for a counter-insurgency attack/reconnaissance aircraft to use in
Southeast Asia. Following this evaluation, the USAF contracted Cessna to modify 39 T-37Bs into A-37As in
1967. Later that year, the USAF sent 25 A-37As, nicknamed “Super Tweets,” to Southeast Asia for combat evaluation under the name Combat Dragon. These aircraft primarily flew close air
support, night interdiction and forward air control missions in South Vietnam and southern Laos. Based on the successful results of Combat Dragon, the USAF ordered newly built A-37Bs, which had cockpit armor, more
powerful engines, redundant flight controls, provision for aerial refueling,
and a strengthened airframe. Of the 577 A-37Bs built, the USAF provided
254 to the South Vietnamese Air Force (VNAF) to replace their aging A-1
“Skyraiders”. Although the A-37B served with the USAF for only a short
period, a number of A-37Bs remained in use with the Air Force Reserve
and Air National Guard as observation/attack aircraft until the last one was
Speaker Col Hank Hoffman was thanked by
Flight Capt Gerry Homewood
retired in 1992.
It was an informative and entertaining evening for everyone. Our members and guests enjoyed getting back
together and hearing Col Hoffman’s very interesting presentation. (Source: Pat Dooley)
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23rd (Dallas/Ft Worth) Flight

Fort Worth, TX
23rd Flight’s recent guest speaker was CAPT Mike Steffen, Commanding Officer (Skipper) of the Naval Air Station Fort Worth Joint Reserve Base. Capt Steffen received his commission as an Ensign through the
Naval ROTC program and was designated a Naval Aviator in 1994.
Captain Steffen has flown over 2,700 total hours, including more than
1,000 hours using night vision goggles and 350 combat flight hours. Most
all of his flight time was accumulated in rotary wing (helicopter) aircraft.
Captain Steffen’s presentation included a brief history of the NAS
Fort Worth JRB. In 1941, it was named the Tarrant Field Airdrome and, in
1942, it was renamed Fort Worth Army Airfield. In 1947, it was commissioned Carswell Air Force Base, in honor of Major Carswell. Carswell AFB
CAPT Mike Steffen
was closed in 1993 and later established as the first Joint Reserve Base.
The Naval Air Station has nearly 10,000 Air Force, Navy, Marines, Army, and Texas Air National Guard
warriors. It supports a fleet of aircraft consisting mainly of C-40s, F/A-18s, KC-130J tankers, C-12, UC-35, F-16
Falcons, and C-130 cargo aircraft. There are nearly 2,500 active duty and 7,500 Guardsmen, Reservists, and civilian personnel stationed at the JRB.
There are approximately 170,000 retirees living within a 100 mile radius of the JRB. The economic impact
to the DFW metroplex area is $6.6B.
Another recent guest speaker was Lt Col Darin M. Gregg, Commander of AFROTC Detachment 845 and
Professor of Aerospace Studies of Texas Christian University and other colleges and universities in the DFW area.
Detachment 845 has a total of 43 ROTC cadets.
Currently, the Air Force has 308,606 on active duty, to include 60,289
officers and 248,317 enlisted. This includes 12,802 pilots, 3,364 navigators, 1,419 air battle managers and 23,804 non-rated line officers. This is a
substantial drop from ten years ago. The annual production of officers from
AFROTC is 1,400 to 1,800 personnel. The United States Air Force Academy graduates 1,100 to 1,200 officers and OTS graduates 700 to 900. Lt Col
Gregg also gave pointers to some attending potential ROTC young students
who might want to attend pilot training. He pointed out that one area that
might help a pilot candidate through the selection process is going through
the CFIP. He said logging 11 to 20 flight hours can give an individual a leg
up by increasing their score by fourteen to twenty points. (Source: Bob Pavelko)
Flight Captain Angelo Spelios and Lt Col
Darin M. Gregg
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102nd (Ben T. Epps) Flight

Woodstock, GA
Over 50 members and guests enjoyed a great April program
headed up by Flight Captain Joe Redden. As advertised, former
National Commander Nick Kehoe visited the flight to educate
Daedalians on the upcoming vote to expand the membership eligibility criteria. Nick’s presentation highlighted The Order from a historical context to the current assessment of The Order’s livelihood.
It was very hard to get past Clint Johnson and his raffle ticket
sales. His efforts and flight members’ support netted nearly $500
for the flight’s scholarship fund. Another dedicated flight member,
Vance Gammon, updated the flight on his JROTC Daedalian Award
strategic attack plan – a plan resulting in over 80 high schools contacted by Vance and over 20 members signed up to make nearly
Nick Kehoe and Bill Rial
40 presentations. The flight gives a huge salute to fellow members
Vance and Clint for all their hard work and dedication to keep these two very important flight programs active.
General Joe concluded the meeting by inducting two brand-spanking new Daedalians to the Order and to
our Flight – Wally Drage and Richard Papp. Wally earned his Air Force wings in class 72-03 at Williams AFB,
and went on to fly O-2s, KC-135s, and U-2s in the active, then C-7s and C-130s in the USAF Reserves. Richard
earned his gold wings in 1970 at Corpus Cristi and was an “East Coast” brown-shoe flying S-2s. Guess what?
Just three days after being inducted, Richard was representing the Daedalians by presenting one of those JrROTC
Daedalian Awards to a young Navy JrROTC cadet. A big salute to Richard!
Thanks to Lockheed Martin test pilot Steve Knoblock, 46 members and three flight guests enjoyed the most detailed Lockheed Martin
mission brief one could ever expect in June. Steve briefly touched on
the many missions within Lockheed Martin – from ICBMs to heartvalves, and from information systems to space systems. Fortunately,
the majority of Steve’s slides were about airplanes! He gave a very
interesting capabilities briefing on the C-5 Modernization Program. It
is safe to say that all who know the C-5 as “FRED” left the meeting
with a different perspective on the C-5M and how long we expect to
see it around.
With only a week past the official “Flag Day” celebration, Flight
Member Dale Hill gave us a most fitting history lesson on Flag Day
Steve Knoblock and Vice Flight Captain David Jones
and finished with a very touching poem about “Old Glory.”
We finished the meeting with Bill Rial leading a toast to fellow Daedalian Bob “Punchy” Powell, who at
that moment, was running through his last “BEFORE FLIGHT” checklist for his ‘Flight West.” “Punchy” made
that flight about 12 hours later. Flight 102 was simply blessed to have enjoyed this wonderful friend and WWII
hero. Let us all render a slow salute to our dear friend and fellow Daedalian “Punchy.” SALUTE! (Source: Bill Rial)
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2nd (Stinsons) Flight

Randolph AFB, TX
At our May meeting Stinsons Flight heard from Lieutenant Colonel Jason “Crash” Green, the operations
officer of the 558th Flying Training Squadron at Randolph AFB. Crash is a former C-17 pilot who helps lead
the 558th in training the Air Force’s remotely piloted aircraft (RPA) pilots. He gave an excellent overview of the
training program, from flying training through solo at Pueblo, Colorado, to basic RPA training in the 558th, and
specific weapons system training at Holloman and Beale Air Force bases. Crash also told war stories, complete
with action-packed videos, that demonstrated the enormous contribution to America’s airpower made by RPAs.
To learn more about the RPA mission, flight member Jim Humphries recommends Hunter, Killer by Lieutenant
Colonel (Ret) T. Mark McCurley. If you read the book, you will learn about a successful RPA operation in which
Crash Green played a key role.
Stinsons Flight members Ed Sheeran and John Larrison gave an excellent report on CFIP at our June meeting. Ed reviewed the evolution of the program and covered current participation by 17 flights across the nation. He
expects that 37 young men and women will train this summer thanks to Daedalians’ generous support of the Tex
Hill and Les Leavoy programs. John Larrison discussed the Stinsons Flight plan to select and train young aviators
and saluted Gary Walston for his exemplary work over the years. For the past several years Stinsons Flight has
supported four students each summer and this year boosted the program to six flyers.
At our annual awards dinner in August, we presented solo jackets and certificates to our CFIP graduates. We
also honored seven ROTC cadets who won scholarships named for Brigadier General John Egan, Brigadier General Ken Keller, Major General Harry Johnson, Major General Donald Keirn, Captain Art Coyle, Colonel Loren
and Randy Spencer, and Colonel John Hedges. We are grateful for the generosity of all who support the Stinsons
Flight and Daedalian Foundation scholarship programs. You are helping to inspire tomorrow’s military aviators.
(Source: Jerry Allen)
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6th (Space) Flight

Patrick AFB, FL
Our June meeting/ luncheon was held at Patrick’s The Tides beach side club with 37 members and guests
attending. Featured was our own newest Flight member Global Heavy Lifter Pilot Lieutenant General Brooks
L Bash. Brooks is an Air Force Academy graduate class of 81 and retired in 2011 as the Vice Commander of
AMC after logging more than 6,500 hours in more than a dozen aircraft and a career of multiple assignments and
schools, commanding operation Tomodachi, the Japanese earthquake, tsunami and nuclear radiation relief effort
and Commander, Coalition Air Force Transition Team in Baghdad and much more. Flight Captain Lt Gen Bill
Welser’s introduction of our speaker mentioned he first met Brooks at Charleston AFB in 1984 when they flew
the C-141 together; Bill was a Major and Brooks was a new 1st Lt co-pilot; a long friendship developed. The
General’s speech centered around the two years when as a Colonel he was Deputy Executive Secretary, National
Security Council Executive Office of the President for President George W. Bush and overlapped with President
Bill Clinton with assigned duties in the White House and flying on Air Force One. An interesting fact about Air
Force One was the importance of where you sat. With nearly 100 seats on board, everyone on the flight list had an
assigned seat depending on your status so it was best not to occupy someone else’s seat. In the very back of the
long 747 cabin was where the President was assigned. Brooks mentioned something referred to as “the bubble.”
A second 747 look alike would be in the air so for security it wasn’t possible to know which was the President’s
plane. Brooks had the highest praise for both presidents and their families; in fact their association during his
years and the many travels he made with them and his White House duties were most family-like. The third
day of President Bush’s Presidency, President Bush took Brooks and Mrs. Bash on a full tour of the Bush’s new
residence. This job must have been a delicate position and the General went on to many more assignments and
promotions. Many thanks General Bash for being with us at this gathering. We look forward to “part two” of your
year in Baghdad building the Iraqi Air Force.
Next, we had our Air Force JROTC $2,000 scholarship recipient Cadet Daniel Gascon with us. The cadet
received outstanding grades and recommendations from his Military Science Professor as a student in Osceola
High School near Orlando. As the award was being presented, retired Air Force F-4 Fighter Pilot and world famous balloonist Colonel Joseph Kittinger called us on speaker cell phone to congratulate Daniel, to Aim High and
become an Air Force Pilot. Many thanks Colonel Kittinger for your call during our meeting. (Source: Gary Clark)

Daniel Gascon and Flight Captain Bill Welser
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38th (Longhorn) Flight

Austin, TX
This summer, Flight 38 hosted Lt Gen USAF (Ret) Doug Owens, our National Commander. He talked about
the election to expand our membership. All our trustees and board of directors are behind this effort. In 1950, the
members rejected letting in World War II pilots. The last change in membership requirements was in 1953 when
military pilots who hadn’t flown in World War I were allowed to join. They continued to use a named membership
to keep the link to the WWI pilots. It was always intended to be about the WWI pilots, but we need an ageless
purpose to go forward. We need to make changes to avoid a “last man standing”. Our average age is going on 70,
and the membership has been declining since 1991. Presently we lose about 600 members a year with half of them
dying and the other half just quit. About 85% of the members are over 50 and there are only about 1000 on active
duty. The Air Force trains over 900 new pilots a year. We like the comaraderie, but young folks not so much. Twothirds of our members are not tied to a flight. We used to be more representative of the active pilot leadership. Our
airpower today has greatly evolved even in the last 20 years. If we don’t have the support of the O-6 and above,
we will never get the interest of the rest. Some think we have lost our relevancy and others perceive us as a heritage organization. For stability, we need a membership of about 10,000 and no lower than 8,000. Because of fixed
expenses and declining membership, our last convention could even be in 2017.
The first task was to determine the value of being a Daedalian. In February, we laid out our plan to the
Board. It had a new mission statement about airpower and new objectives. It must be relevant and support our
current force. We would put it to a vote to open our membership to “Airpower” rather than military pilots. It
would be for anyone that was “rated.” With few general officer members, this change alone would not solve our
numbers. If we don’t adapt then we will not be sustainable. We need to get beyond the emotional aspect that we
are not just about pilots. Our mission should be to promote air power as best we can. The change in focus should
get us on board with the active leadership. Our first targets are the O-6 to O-10 officers and the ages 25 to 45 pilots
and other rated people. Then we will go after the 46-60 year group.
So what appeals to our target groups? The original members were all about the same age. Now we deal with
needs of five generations. We need to create a virtual flight for those who are no living near a flight. Since the
three-year free membership for new pilots has not been as successful as we hoped, the graduates may go into a
virtual flight and then will be handed off to a flight at their first permanent base. We are Daedalians past, present, and future. The key is
energy to sustain the organization.
We also inducted new members: Chuck Scott Sr., Ken Green,
and Clyde Schneider were inducted into our flight. Chuck Scott was
a Navy pilot, Ken Green flew A-37s in Vietnam, and later flew the
F-4 and F-16. and flew the F-8 and planes for Continental Airlines.
Clyde Schneider was a member of class 52-H, and flew the C-119,
C-47, and C-46. (Source: J Robert Howard)
Chuck Scott Sr., Ron Butler, Ken Green and Clyde Schneider
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8th (Kitty Hawk) Flight

Goldsboro, NC
Activity is up at Kitty Hawk Flight! We signed up David McGowan, a U.S. Army aviator who flew L-19s
(Cessna O-1 “Bird Dog”) as a FAC in Vietnam and the U6A Beaver and the Beachcraft U8-D in Germany. Of
interest, he spent the last fourteen years as the public address announcer for the Baltimore Orioles at Camden
Yards. We also have eight others who have expressed strong interest in joining. More importantly, we’ve got the
full support of the 4th FW and 916th ARW leaders, as both commanders were at our August meeting. Col Scovill
Currin, 916th ARW Vice Commander and Col Doug Stouffer, 916th ARW Ops Group Commander attended again
this month. It’s always a good meeting when we have guys and gals in flight suits attending and showing the colors. We hope they will bring more aviators into the fold.
Our September meeting featured LtCol (Ret) John “Odie” Stiles who gave a very interesting program on the
history of PanAm’s “China Clipper” flying boat and the troubled beginnings of world airline travel in the 1930’s.
John has given several talks about his flying experiences. His first operational assignment was to Udorn, Thailand
in the RF-4C where he flew 192 combat missions. It was during this tour that he and Bob Mock were shot down
over Laos by a Mig-21 on January 20, 1972 and were subsequently rescued by Air America. John is also a close
friend of Brig Gen (Ret) Dan Cherry and is part of Dan’s story “My Enemy, My Friend” which recaptures the
events of April 16, 1972 when Dan shot down a Mig-21 piloted by North Vietnamese Lieutenant Nguyen Hong
My. Dan reunited with Hong My years later, resulting in their reconciliation and friendship. Hong My then asked
who he shot down and Dan was able to contact John Stiles (Bob Mock had passed away), who was shot down by
Hong My three months earlier on January 20, 1972 as told in “Double Full Circle” an epilog in Dan Cherry’s book
that was written by John Stiles. (Source: Bill Allgaier)

Scovill Currin, John Stiles, Parker and Doug Stouffer
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18th (Mile High) Flight

Denver, CO
Our guest speaker for July 2016 has a highly developed desire for knowledge resulting in one of the most
uniquely qualified gentlemen we have had speak to Flight 18. Lt Col Michael A. Buck, USAF, Ret, holds a BS
degree in Business Administration from Ohio State University, a BS degree in Physics from Valdosta State University and a Masters degree in Aeronautical Science from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. He graduated
from pilot training in January 1985 and was retained as a First Assignment Instructor Pilot in the T-38. Operational assignments included a tour at Kunsan AB, Korea and Luke AFB, AZ in the F-16. His education continued
during his military service, earning non-resident graduation certificates from Squadron Officer School, Command
& Staff College and Air War College. He is a Command Pilot with over 5,000 flight hours, including 250 combat
hours in the F-16 over Iraq during Operations Southern Watch and Iraqi Freedom.
In 1996 he joined the Montana Air National Guard to fly the F-16A. He was an Instructor Pilot, Flight Commander, and Director of Operations and then became Commander of the 186th Fighter Squadron at Great Falls,
Montana. The squadron transitioned to the F-16C and in 2008 transitioned to the F-15C under his command,
while maintaining their combat ready status throughout. His final assignment was with the Air National Guard
Bureau as an F-15C pilot and Staff Officer as the Air Sovereignty Alert Officer, Andrews AFB, MD. He retired
from active duty in April 2011. He now serves the Daedalian Foundation as a Trustee. And, we are proud to claim
him as a member of Flight 18, Mile High, Denver, Colorado.
Mike spoke of his experiences flying missions over Iraq and the oppressive heat of the environment. His
unit was part of a composite Guard force that was the first to deploy to Balad AB, Iraq. Night missions were welcomed to escape the rays of the sun. Missions averaged 6 to 8 hours so proficiency in aerial refueling was a must.
When they first began operations in 2004 the rules of engagement were pretty straight forward, just a couple of
paragraphs. By 2008 they had ballooned to about18 pages, making it difficult, time consuming, and in many cases
impossible to expend ordinance on a target of opportunity. In spite of all the obstacles, Mike feels allied forces
won and Iraq was stabilized. Unfortunately, it did not stay that way and people are still being sent in harm’s way
in the cause of freedom from tyranny, oppression and terrorism. (Source: Dale Boggie)

Lt Col Michael A. Buck
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24th (Maj Gen Frank A Nichols) Flight
El Paso, TX

In May 2016, Mrs. Patricia Bevel Kiddney, presented a highly
entertaining and historic reenactment, in costume, of “Bronco Sue,”
one of many “High Spirited and Scandalous Women of the Old
West.”
“Bronco Sue” was born Susie Warfield in Australia in 1844.
She departed Australia in 1859 with her parents to find gold in the
United States. In 1860, Susie married Thomas P. Rapier, becoming
Susie Rapier. By 1864, she had given birth to three sons, although
she was not yet 20 years of age. In 1865, the family was attacked
Flt Capt Charlie Overstreet & “Bronco Sue”
by Indians. Thomas shot himself in the arm while Susie fought off
the Indians killing two of the attackers. Although Susie didn’t care for Thomas anymore, she delivered him to a
nearby fort and left him, deciding she was better off doing things on her own.
In 1866, Susie took up with a soldier named Robert Payne and became known as Susie Payne. Robert got
out of the Army, and the couple and Susie’s three sons moved to Nevada where they went into the cattle business
and opened a stage station. Susie placed her sons in a Nevada orphans’ home. During this time, Susie helped herself to some ladies’ jewelry and was charged with cattle rustling. She went to court where an all-male jury talked
about what a good mother Susie was and found her not guilty—the term “petticoat defense” was coined. Robert
was convicted of larceny and went to prison. Susie then ran a teamster business. In 1878, Robert was in trouble
again, so Susie moved on!
In 1879, Susie became Susie Stone. Later in 1880, she moved to Colorado and married a saloon owner
named Jacob J. Younckers, becoming Susie Younckers and half owner of the saloon. In 1883, Jacob and Susie
heard about gold mines in New Mexico and headed there to raise cattle to feed the miners. Jacob died of a sudden
case of smallpox—or was it a case of arsenic?
Later in 1883, Susie married Robert Black, becoming Susie Black. They went into the cattle business, but
didn’t make enough money, so they moved to Socorro, New Mexico where Robert opened a saloon and Susie
opened a “boarding house.” Susie’s business was doing well, but Robert’s wasn’t. Susie sold Robert’s ranch, but
didn’t give him his money. Robert chased Susie with an axe, but Susie picked up her “44” and killed Robert. The
verdict was self-defense—her “petticoat defense” prevailed once again!
In 1885, Susie moved to Tularosa, New Mexico, raised fine horses and married Charles Dawson, becoming
Susie Dawson. He and another rancher named John Good got into a gun fight in La Luz, New Mexico. Dawson
was hit and died in Susie’s lap.
In 1888 Susie, now known as “Bronco Sue” or Susie Younckers, sold her property in White Oaks, New
Mexico and disappeared. No one knows what happened to “Bronco Sue” ---maybe one of her sons did her in.
Following the reenactment, “Bronco Sue” asked members and guests of the 24th Flight to serve as her jury.
Was this mysterious woman labeled “Bronco Sue” by the press a black-widow killer or simply a brash and selfconfident woman plagued by a succession of bad luck?…She was found “not guilty!” (Her “petticoat defense”
seemed to triumph one last time!)
Also happening within our Flight… In May, Colonel Jesse Jacobs and Colonel and Mrs. Bob Pitt, and Major
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and Mrs. Charlie Overstreet were among the crowd of more than 200 attending the 311th Fighter Squadron F-16
class graduation in Hangar 301 at Holloman AFB, NM. During the DV introductions, Colonel Jacobs, who flew
28 combat missions in the B-17 during World War II and 109 combat missions in the F-80 during the Korean War,
was recognized and given a standing ovation.
Later in the program, 24th Flight Captain Charlie Overstreet presented the Daedalian Maj Gen Franklin A. Nichols
Leadership Award to Captain Tyler “Swede” Keener. Prior to
presenting the prestigious award to Captain Keener, Charlie
briefly reviewed the career of General Nichols, including his
four kills in the P-40 and another in the P-38 during World War
II. Charlie also mentioned that the 24th Flight was founded
at Holloman AFB in 1969 as the ROADRUNNER Flight and
later moved to El Paso due to numerous TDY’s of the 49th Tactical Fighter Wing, and the fact that many flight members lived
in El Paso. Finally, Charlie informed the gathering that the 24th
Flt Capt Charles Overstreet & Capt Tyler Keener
Flight’s name was officially changed to the Maj Gen Franklin
A. Nichols Flight in 2003 following the general’s death in 2002.
The representatives attending the graduation from the 24th Flight would like to compliment Major Brent
“Chili” Ellis highly for organizing a magnificent gala.
Lastly, all the members of the 24th Flight wish continued success to Captain Keener on his next assignment
at Aviano AB, Italy and throughout his career. Hopefully, we can all get together for another great evening sometime in the future. (Source: Kathleen Arrufat)

13th (San Diego) Flight

San Diego, CA
Rear Admiral Jay Bynum, Commander of Carrier Strike Group NINE, briefed the flight on Naval aviation activities at our annual state of the Navy luncheon. Admiral Bynum addressed current areas of concern and accomplishments over the past year. (Source: Rich Martindell)

Rear Admiral Jay Bynum briefing San Diego
Daedalians on Naval aviation activities
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New/Rejoining Daedalians
August-October
Lt Col Brandon Abel, USAF
1st Lt Justin M. Agud, USAF
Mr Gregory J. Anderson
2nd Lt Jordan Baab, USAF
Maj Boone Barnes, USAF (Ret)
Capt Arland H. Bishop, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Ed F. Blum, USAF (Ret)
Col Clifton L. Bray Jr, USAF
Maj Shannon P. Buck,USAF
1st Lt Philip A. Butler, USAF
Capt Kyle R. Carraher, USAF
Capt Brandon Craig Carter, USAF
Capt William C. Clark, USAF
Lt Col Dale Conrardy, USAF (Ret)
LtCol James J. Cuff Jr, USMC (Ret)
Lt Col Robert J. Donovan II USAF (Ret)
Maj David B. Douglas, USAF
Capt Seth David Ehrlich, USAF
Col Joyce P. Fiedler, USAFR
Lt Col Erik S Fisher, USAF
Maj Joseph S. Florek III USAF
Maj Bruce E. Gates, USAF (Ret)
Capt Michael T. Hall, USMC (Ret)
LT Ted B. Harp, USN
Col Dale L. Hensley, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald Hilkemeier, USAF (Ret)
CDR Ronald S. Hubbard, USN (Ret)
Maj Caroline Anne Jensen, USAFR
CW3 James B. Kafer, USA
Col John M. Klein Jr, USAF
Col Deborah A. Landry, USAF (Ret)
LCDR Gary D. Lewis, USN
1st Lt Willie W. Lloyd Jr, USAF
Lt Col Robert E. McDonnell, USAF
CPT David J. McGowan, USA (Ret)
Capt Ryan Michael McGuire, USAF
1st Lt Kevin McKeown, USAF
CW3 David K. Merchant, USA
Capt Larry C. Mills, USAF

Lt Col Daniel T. Mullinix, USAF (Ret)
Col Paul H. Nelson, USAF
Lt Col Derek C. Oakley, USAF
Lt Col Thomas B. Palenske, USAF (Ret)
LtCol Nelson F. Paler, USMC (Ret)
2nd Lt Andrew D. Parris, USAF
2nd Lt Tyler D. Patrick, USAF
CDR John R. Peticolas, USN (Ret)
Maj Gen Robert Eugene Pfister, USAF (Ret)
Capt Mark W. Piersol, USAF
1st Lt Nicholas B. Roegner, USAF
Lt Col John D. Roosa, USAF
Col Richard S. Roszak, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt John M. Russo, USAF
Col Christopher Scott Sage, USAF
Capt Kenneth B. Sampson, USAF (Ret)
Maj Gen James G. Sanders, USAF
LCDR John R. Scott, USN
Col Richard S. Slater, USMC (Ret)
1LT Easley S. Smith, AAF
Capt Charles Snyder, USAF (Ret)
Col Thomas C. Sodeman, ANG
Maj Mark A. Spadaro, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert G. Speer, USAF (Ret)
Maj Brian Strang, USAF (Ret)
Col Raymond T. Strasburger, USAF
Capt James M. Takos, USAF (Ret)
Col James D. Thompson, USAF (Ret)
CAPT James T. Timidaiski, USN (Ret)
Lt Col Stephen Tourangeau, USAF (Ret)
Maj David Voitier, USAFR
Lt Col Michael G. Wan, USAF (Ret)
1st Lt Gavin A. Warmbold, USAF
Col Sanford E. Way, USAFR (Ret)
Capt Phillip Whitehead, USAF (Ret)
Col Richard M. Williams, USAF (Ret)
LCDR Matt A. Williams, USNR
CDR Larry R. Wood, USN
Lt Col George H. Worley, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Jeffrey W. Yost, USAF

Welcome!
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THE EAGLE WING
The Eagle Wing Soars. The Daedalian Foundation recognizes the following contributors who have given donations which raised them to a new
level. For a complete listing of Eagle Wing donors, go to the Daedalian website.

ACE OF ACES
Mrs. Barbara Rose Hedges

DOUBLE ACE

TRIPLE ACE

Maj Gen Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Laird Leavoy

Col James W. Kellogg, USAF (Ret)

ACE
Lt Col James W. Brown III, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert H. Campbell, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Will C. Hendrix Jr.
Lt Col Robert W. Hicks, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Nicholas B. Kehoe, III, USAF (Ret)
Brig Gen Kenneth F. Keller, USAF (Ret)
Col Anthony G. “Bud” Kendrick, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Dennis A. Leuthauser

Col Clair W. Potter, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald Robison, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Malcolm Rountree, USAF (Ret)
Col David R. Scott, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Ray B. Sitton. USAF (Ret)
Maj Gen D. Bruce Smith, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald W. Spearel, USAF (Ret)
MAJ Charles Zabriskie Jr., USAR (Ret)

WING COMMANDER EXEMPLAR
Col Edward J. Sheeran, USAF (Ret)

SQUADRON COMMANDER

FLIGHT LEADER

Col Robert W. Cooper, USAF (Ret)

Lt Col William R. Ercoline, USAF (Ret)
COL Daniel L. Meyers, USA (Ret)

ELEMENT LEADER

PILOT

Col Sterling E. Barrow Sr, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Robert P. Declerck, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Samuel C. Stitt Jr, USAF (Ret)

Col Henry Eagle III, USAF (Ret)
Lt Gen Carl E. Franklin, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald “Crash” Helmer, USAF (Ret)
Col Reginald A. Murray, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Gary S. Sakuma, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Terry L. Warren, USAF (Ret)

SUSTAINING GIFT SUPPORTERS
Maj Gen Jerrold P. Allen, USAF (Ret), MG Ronald K. Andreson, USA (Ret), Lt Col Michael Adam Buck, USAF (Ret), Mrs. Maureen DeFelice, Brig Gen Frank Goodell,
USAF (Ret), Col O Thomas Hansen, USAF (Ret), Col Peter E. Miner, USAF (Ret), Lt Col Gilbert E. Schnabel, Jr, USAF (Ret), Maj Jessica R. Stearns, USAF (Ret)
The Daedalian Foundation is grateful to those who have contributed to this worthy cause which seeks to assist in filling military cockpits with well motivated and trained aviators.
$10,000+ Double Ace, $5,000 Ace, $2,000+ Wing Commander Exemplar; $1,000+ Wing Commander; $750+ Squadron Commander;
$500+ Flight Leader; $250+ Element Leader; $100+ Pilot. Mail your gift to: The Daedalian Foundation, ATTN: Eagle Wing,
P. O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, Texas, 78150-0249. Make checks payable to “The Daedalian Foundation.”
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IN MEMORIAM
Lt Col Felix R. Bailey, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Douglas F. Blackledge, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Warren C. Boyes, USAF
Maj James B. Briscoe, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Patrick J. Casey, USAF (Ret)
Mr John A. Edwards
Lt Col Donald L. Elwood, USAF (Ret)
Col Lawrence W. Evans, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert J. Franklin, USAF (Ret)
Col Robert H. Gallavan, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col James S. Garrison, USAF (Ret)
Col George F. Gillespie, USAF (Ret)
Col Maurice L. Griffith, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Frederick L. Hafer, USAF (Ret)
WASP Virginia L. Hagerstrom, WASP
Col William E. Harris, Jr USAF (Ret)
Lt Col James D. Heavener, USAF (Ret)
WASP Ruth D. Helm, WASP
Lt Col Rodney H. Howes, USAF (Ret)
Col Jesse P. Jacobs, Jr USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Edward H. Josephson, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald D. Karges, USAF (Ret)
Col Arthur D. Kerr, USAF (Ret)
Maj Gerald L. Keyser, Jr USAF (Ret)
Mrs Ann J. Knight
Col Orin I. Knutson, USAF (Ret)
Col Chester C. Lamb, Jr USAF (Ret)
Maj Robert R. Lawrence, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Daniel C. Leach, Jr USAF (Ret)
Col Harry C. Long, USAF (Ret)
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Maj John B. Mandeville, USAF (Ret)
Col Roger W. McCausland, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald W. Mishler, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Clyde F. Morehouse, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Donald H. Morris, USAFR (Ret)
Col Robert L. Murphy, USAF (Ret)
Mr Richard E. Nelson
Lt Col John H. Pickering, USAF (Ret)
MAJ David R. Pierson, USA (Ret)
Mr Garrett L. Redeske
Col William D. Reese, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Richard C. Reese, USAF (Ret)
Maj Stephen J. Rooney, Jr USAFR (Ret)
Col Edwin F. Rumsey, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Earl Sharp, USAF (Ret)
Col Dale W. Smiley, USAF (Ret)
Capt Allan Edward Snook, USMC
Maj Albert L. Snyder, USAF (Ret)
Col Donald W. Stewart, Jr USAF (Ret)
WASP Frances M. Tanassy, WASP
Lt Col Alan B. Thomas, USAF (Ret)
WASP Bea S. Thurston, WASP
Col Norbert C. Treacy, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Howard R. Vasina, USAF (Ret)
WASP Florene M. Watson, WASP
Col Thomas D. White, USAF (Ret)
Col Joe C. Williams, USAF (Ret)
Lt Col Larry D. Winkler, USAF (Ret)
CAPT Richard C. Winkler, USN (Ret)
Lt Col Robert J. Wubker, USAF (Ret)

ADDRESSES
MEMBERS: Flight addresses are shown here by geographic area. Look for a Flight near you and sign up. Flights are where the action is!
FLIGHTS: Please check your address as listed. Send changes to: Daedalian Foundation, P.O. Box 249, Randolph AFB, TX 78150-0249, or telephone (210)
945-2113 or E-MAIL: icarus@daedalians.org.

NORTH EAST
4th (NAT’L CAPITAL)
15th (MINUTEMAN)
42nd (FIRST STATE)
43rd (GARDEN STATE)
53rd (GRANITE STATE)

P O Box 1736.....................................................................Ft Myer, VA 22211
c/o Col (Ret) Chris Hitchcock, 49 Thomas Str........... Belmont, MA 02478
204 Liberty Way..........................................................Dover AFB DE 19902
c/o Dan Todd, 21 Northumberland Dr. ...................Eastampton, NJ 08060
P O Box 8531.............................................................Portsmouth, NH 03802
SOUTH EAST

1st (FOUNDERS)
6th (SPACE)
8th (KITTY HAWK)
21st (SHANGRI-LA)
25th (SUNCOAST)
34th (S. P. LANGLEY)
39th (EAGLE)
40th (HURRICANE)
48th (HARLEY H. POPE)
58th (GATOR)
61st (BUD DAY)
70th (PALMETTO)
74th (POSSUM TOWN)
77th (E. W. SPRINGS)
89th (PELICAN)
100th(SILVER WINGS)
102nd (BEN T. EPPS)

P O Box 11485...........................................................Montgomery, AL 36111
P O Box 254182.........................................................Patrick AFB, FL 32925
PO Box 10001..............................................................Goldsboro, NC 27532
P O Box 33310.......................................................NAS Pensacola, FL 32508
c/o 6 OG Thomas Connelly, 3823 W. Palmira Ave..........Tampa, FL 33629
P O Box 65796..........................................................Langley AFB, VA 23665
P O Box 98557 South Base Branch.........................Robins AFB, GA 31098
c/o Lt Col Jim Foster, P O Box 5071......................Keesler AFB, MS 39534
429 Summerlea Dr.....................................................Fayetteville, NC 28311
c/o Timothy Oliver, 5632 Cypress Lake Trail ..........Lake Park, GA 31636
901 Sharon Point Dr..........................................Ft Walton Beach, FL 32547
P O Box 3192......................................................................Sumter, SC 29151
P O Box 8875................................................................Columbus, MS 39701
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Dwight Roach, 218 Loblolly Ln...Myrtle Beach, SC 29579
P O Box 40096...........................................................Tyndall AFB, FL 32403
c/o Kyle Taylor, 106 S. Oak Ridge Drive...................Enterprise, AL 36330
c/o Maj Bradley Wright, 311 Lakestone Landing...Woodstock, GA 30188

10th (POLAR)
11th (FALCON)
18th (MILE HIGH)
20th (BEN EIELSON)
22nd (CASCADE)
32nd (PIONEER)
41st (INLAND EMPIRE)
54th (FORT WARREN)
93rd (GUNFIGHTER)
99th (BIG SKY)
121st (JOE FOSS
SKYHAWKS)

P O Box 6246......................................................Elmendorf AFB, AK 99506
P O Box 63234.................................................Colorado Springs, CO 80962
P O Box 472976.................................................................Aurora, CO 80047
c/o Maj Jack Schnurr, 1174 Vasi Way.......................North Pole, AK 99705
P O Box 4370........................................................McChord AFB, WA 98438
P O Box 93.....................................................................Clearfield, UT 84089
Frank Condefer, 7410 E. Columbia Dr........................Spokane, WA 99212
P O Box 9647..................................................F. E. Warren AFB, WY 82003
c/o Robert Jones, 2053 S. Wilde Creek Way.......................Boise, ID 83709
7025 Goddard Dr.............................................Malmstrom AFB, MT 59402
c/o Col Eric Hastings, 4432 Annette Park Drive........Bozeman, MT 59715

NORTH WEST

5th (GOLDEN GATE)
7th (HAL GEORGE)
12th (OLD PUEBLO)
13th (SAN DIEGO)
17th (ATOMIC)
24th (MG FRANKLIN
A. NICHOLS)
27th (SIERRA)
30th (HAP ARNOLD)

SOUTH WEST
611 E Street................................................................Travis AFB, CA 94535
P O Box 1338..............................................................Hawthrone, CA 90251
P O Box 15010............................................Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ 85708
P O Box 45217..............................................................San Diego, CA 92145
P O Box 18066.......................................................Kirtland AFB, NM 87185
6 Mina Perdida.................................................................El Paso, TX 79902

33rd (THUNDERBIRD)
37th (YOSEMITE)
50th (GOLD RUSH)
56th (GLEN EDWARDS)
62nd (FIGHTER)
82nd (WILLIE)
88th (J. K. CANNON)

P O Box 369........................................Litchfield Park, AZ 85340
c/o Larry King, 1179 Oregon Dr......................................Merced, CA 95340
PO Box 1465..........................................................Wheatlland, CA 95692
PO Box 424........................................................Edwards AFB, CA 93523
4972 Pansier St.......................................................Las Vegas, NV 89135
PO Box 11261.............................................................Chandler, AZ 85248
Col Michael Connolly, 3513 Lew Wallace Dr.............Clovis, NM 88101

9th (FRANK P. LAHM)
14th (MT. RUSHMORE)
16th (CURTIS E. LEMAY)
26th (GATEWAY)
49th (C J JACOBSON)
68th (SPIRIT)
83rd (AIR CAPITAL)

P O Box 33564....................................Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433
6500 Higgins Lane.......................................................Rapid City, SD 57703
P O Box 13195........................................................Offutt AFB, NE 68113
John P. Almind, 3726 Boatman’s Pt..........................Belleville, IL 62221
c/o Lt Col (Ret) Patrick L. Travnicek 100 7th St SE...Minot, ND 58701
P O Box 7134................................................ Whiteman AFB, MO 65305
2233 N. Penstemon......................................................Wichita. KS 67226

2nd (STINSONS)
23rd (DALLAS/FT WORTH)
29th (TEXOMA)
38th (LONGHORN)
44th (ARK. TRAVELER)
46th (WILEY POST)
51st (CHENNAULT)
52nd (GEORGE DAVIS)
59th (GEORGE BEVERLEY)
60th (FLYING TIGER)
73rd (KUTER)
75th (JAMES CONNALLY)
78th (CHEROKEE STRIP)
103rd (FORT HOOD)

P O Box 121.....................................................Randolph AFB, TX 78148
P O Box 8236.........................................................Fort Worth, TX 76124
P O Box 6101....................................................Sheppard AFB, TX 76311
c/o Ron Butler, 11310 Spicewood Club Dr #14................Austin, TX 78750
Box 1001........................................................Little Rock AFB, AR 72078
Box 45911..............................................................Tinker AFB, OK 73145
Box 51...............................................................Barksdale AFB, LA 71110
4501 62nd St..................................................................Lubbock, TX 79414
Lt Col Scott Allison, 520 Barnes St., Bldg. 307...Laughlin AFB, TX 78840
c/o Lt Col Tom Gallagher, 5920 Peppertree Dr...Alexandria, LA 71303
PO Box 277......................................................................Altus, OK 73522
c/o Mark Dribell. 1204 S. Haven.................................Hewitt, TX 76643
P O Box 9012............................................... ....................Enid, OK 73705
c/o LTC Cory Smith, 224 Lottie Lane..........Harker Heights, TX 76548

NORTH CENTRAL

SOUTH CENTRAL

EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST
19th (BILLY MITCHELL)

Order of Daedalians, PSC 2, Box 15079...........................APO AE 09012

28th (ALOHA)

c/o Jack DeTour, Hickam Officers’ Open Mess.....Hickam AFB, HI 96853

PACIFIC

P O Box 214785.........................................................Sacramento, CA 95821
17050 Arnold Dr Box H-101.........................................Riverside, CA 92518
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